1I-Merill 32 2010

Second record of the Balearic Shearwater Puffinus mauretanicus in the Maltese Islands

On the 29" November 2003, a Balearic Shearwater was identified while sea-watching at Ghallis. On first impression,
the bird looked like a small Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea with similar coloration and markings - brownish
upperparts and buffish below giving a relatively small whitish belly patch. The bird's profile was also like a small Cory's
Shearwater, ie. rather narrow and longer winged and longer necked compared to Yelkouan Shearwater Puffinus
yelkouan. Furthermore, it didn't show the compactness of the latter species. The differences were further confirmed
when approximately 15 minutes later, two Yelkouan Shearwaters passed at the same distance showing much darker
upperparts and cleaner white below.

The Balearic Shearwater had overall browner tones without neat limits between the upperparts and lowerparts, unlike
the Yelkouan Shearwaters which were relatively well defined. The bird was observed for at least two minutes and flew
north-westerly. There were good light conditions, which consequently gave good scope (Nikon ED Fieldcope with 20-
45x zoom lens) views.
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