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The best use for 'disused land'

The extensive levelling of land conducted at Għajn Żejtuna without permit is a hallmark of the
comprehensive coastal encroachment on site.

A particular Outside Development Zone application submitted last June caught my eye in view
of the paternalistic way in which it sweetens what is essentially development on virgin land.

PA 07315/07 proposed the construction of garages for large vehicles and ancillary offices on
disused land, along Triq Duramblat in Mosta.

While farmers in the UK and elsewhere in Europe are paid to maintain their plots in a natural
state and not embark in any farming activity, local developers justify their ODZ proposals by
denigrating the land in question.

This is typical of the rampant Mediterranean perception that land in its natural state is
essentially 'wasteland' - unfortunately, such warped rationale is most prevalent in farming
communities locally and especially in Gozo.

Should we convert all swathes of garigue and other natural habitat to farmland from now on to
avert developers setting their eyes on such land?

The steady flow of ODZ applications submitted during June and July was consonant with the
over-100 per month mark set in recent years. In fact, a total of 118 and 108 ODZ applications
were submitted respectively during June and July.

Of these, 11 and eight applications proposed completely new developments on uncommitted
land. Some well-oiled trends emerge from an analysis of the monthly dose of ODZ applications.

The lion's share of proposed developments on ODZ land related to sites in Gozo, especially in
Xagħra, Kerċem, Qala, Għarb and Xewkija. In fact 10 of the 19 proposed developments on
uncommitted land proposed houses with pools, flats and garages, dwellings with garages,
terraced houses and even a supermarket.

Mġarr, Bidnija, Rabat, Dingli and St Thomas Bay seem to be very appealing to those seeking
to develop ODZ.

Besides the white-hot demand for ODZ residential buildings, uncommitted land is also
earmarked for the construction of warehouses at Tal-Ħandaq, Qormi, garages for coaches in
Żejtun, and blocks of six maisonettes in Rabat.

Despite the fact that the agricultural sector in our islands is not recruiting significant manpower,
the proposals for new pumping rooms, tool sheds, greenhouses, agricultural rooms, reservoirs
and the lot continues at a feverish pace.

More coastal encroachment
Despite the coastal stretch at Għajn Żejtuna having been ruined beyond recognition ever since
the 1970s after becoming a veritable annex to Mellieħa Bay, there seems to be no sign of
abatement in sight. We still see roughshod sediment removal and levelling works, besides the
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deposit of concrete, having created a de facto clearing for tent structures and parking of cars,
just a stone's throw away from the shingle/cobble beach on site.

An enforcement notice for the removal of material, levelling and concreting the land, and
formation of terraces and road was promptly issued, but it has simply joined the 250 pending
enforcement notices for the locality of Mellieħa alone. Who will ensure that the site is reinstated
to its former condition?

No one seems to be able to unravel the current Catch 22 situation where Mepa enforcement
staff rightly complain about being over-stretched, that pending enforcement notices are issued
but remain perennially in limbo and rarely acted upon since they are superceded by sanctioning
applications.

Is Comino next?
James Debono's article in MaltaToday last Sunday - 'From Comino to the Isle of Man' - opens
up a can of worms and is bound to concern all those who cherish unspoilt and untamed
Comino.

Extensions of the only hotel on the island have been touted ever since it was developed and
therefore such rumours are normally treated with a pinch of salt.

However, this time, things seem to be different, with some top entrepreneurs swooping over the
hotel's ownership.

One hopes that the seemingly defunct committee to manage Comino some years back can
successfully fend off any extension of hotel facilities on the island. The sight of even more
tennis courts amid lush garigue, idle for most of the day in summer and not frequented in
winter, is a capricious thought, to say the least.

Gozo airstrip considerations
I have received countless e-mails protesting against this column's anti-Gozo airstrip proposal.
Such e-mails were mainly written by foreign residents in Gozo.

I would not like to discriminate against any group of individuals but I doubt whether the lobby
of foreign retirees clamouring for a shorter transit time to cross over to Malta should be
considered on an even par with the hordes of tourists who would like to see Gozo retaining its
image.

We also have to take into consideration the Gozitans who visit Malta every day for work
purposes and who are not complaining about the service offered by the ferry.

The Mediterranean is replete with small islands not serviced by air and which retain their allure
for this very reason. Take the Pelagian Islands. Lampedusa is serviced by air since it's far from
mainland Europe, but its sister island Linosa is accessible only by ferry.

This penchant for air travel to every cranny of the world is a fad and costly environmentally, to
say the least. Airstrip proponents say that such an airstrip is not ecologically unsound -
relatively large developments like airstrips are bogged down by the fact that they guzzle
hectares of land.

There's no escaping the footprint aspect. By the way, the figures for the number of vehicles
and passengers crossing over to Gozo during the Santa Marija bonanza are out - hardly
sobering at all. What are Gozo tourism operators complaining about?

alan.deidun@gmail.com, alan.deidun@um.edu.mt

 Computers  

View more products on Amazon.co.uk

£49.99  

Fire TV Stick 4K Ultra HD with All-
New Alexa Voice Remote | Streami…

£39.99 
   (28086)

Fire TV Stick with 1st Gen Alexa
Voice Remote | Streaming Media P…

£8.32 
   (3140)

SanDisk Ultra 32GB microSDHC
Memory Card + SD Adapter with …

£26.55 
   (3135)

SanDisk Ultra 128GB microSDXC
Memory Card + SD Adapter with A…

Search Amazon GoGo

Sponsored by Revcontent

mailto:alan.deidun@gmail.com
mailto:alan.deidun@um.edu.mt
https://www.amazon.co.uk/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_logo?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkID=&
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_top_seller?search-alias=computers&tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-All-New-Remote-Streaming-Player/dp/B079QB9BD7?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_1&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-All-New-Remote-Streaming-Player/dp/B079QB9BD7?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_1&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Alexa-Remote-Streaming-Player/dp/B01ETRIFOW?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_2&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B01ETRIFOW/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_ratings?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B01ETRIFOW/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_ratings?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stick-Alexa-Remote-Streaming-Player/dp/B01ETRIFOW?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_2&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SanDisk-microSDHC-Memory-Adapter-Performance/dp/B073JWXGNT?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_3&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B073JWXGNT/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_ratings?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B073JWXGNT/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_ratings?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SanDisk-microSDHC-Memory-Adapter-Performance/dp/B073JWXGNT?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_3&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SanDisk-microSDXC-Memory-Adapter-Performance/dp/B073JYC4XM?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_4&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B073JYC4XM/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_ratings?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/product-reviews/B073JYC4XM/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_ratings?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://www.amazon.co.uk/SanDisk-microSDXC-Memory-Adapter-Performance/dp/B073JYC4XM?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkId=&ref_=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_result_4&ref-refURL=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesofmalta.com%2Farticles%2Fview%2F20080907%2Fenvironment%2Fthe-best-use-for-disused-land.223844
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=DgAzj%2Fy94SK%2BSgnhXQTNliTK0OR3fEVNKP%2BptXnmOQMkgos1D0owNflud6alV1MT8oX8CymdEr1la5ZHYKcDL3o%2BmjQbnxVIhAlvxymi8h8399RUZSOLB6GEPSLkC4FFA7GwY%2BZNfvacJYpbzWDasbWyuQpTQLxVnd4n5MCWjS0NhM6mRTOtjrA1KgExfs5gKUa3IBRwsQimLI7D4k%2BKzfNUsxSl%2Bd2xaspiQBydhWC9Eb1uUEvolDbiuc2%2FCqT24p37Fy7vwwRa1RW5hbGLmeKAGS6jNLw1%2B9BFV%2FBG9QGBr43tS3z8gjMg%2BZj6euyAgdjcwgKlrv9SnZJlFsXYN1QEP8nD7l7I0yRndfonPVEROri%2FXPfZLOl6CI5aI229IEov5evqJogImikGLZY8FYvVkhDaxN6fXn7EddnMCudHe%2Bqw%2BdUiraJZwD%2FaYoUjGC5EU8OLpyalRZQAljY7K3u0WZIjZC3REDGxQX3YczHtO8XDaVxVaHbQglnGnIkNkHfigCuSut%2FkRQyNPPBgdvayBhhCkhNs5yX47O6yPuGcRYuq8DTH3f3NYIkbqvCUwkedTWB%2Ff%2BxXn8X7%2BYVQzCvvDrFgbFUKEVvwtQt5WFmDl7%2FJQtjJ73ZeSy2%2Ftm4rMeTCIajcTSp7F7g0zxR8bIRbpvodWVOMaWROxy62mklgUiNAweW1hRiezqy0PvN4fbUCEd76M54vrngwjuPNltNYzzcdCb%2BFhnXuMB%2B0XBOuQptn3H4dxvwH7V0dpp9VKlxeriMN44tV5pjZ8crSLiblvQCROAt%2Fcc%2B1CLLXXug%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=yeWN0hpc%2FsEv9tP4v7FGq6u67W%2FbZPj4JJYQ6r6cZIkUBLYhu5PDe49FYksGyBY%2F8OrrsDQqsW7XFswi1zc8Z%2B0V1jYgug%2FJqfTUYbSqfDfU5ch0zFQLyRXxJ3Nd5H%2BshYSmu2DjKS%2BqonPca2aAaM60lYV%2FU4CdWlSb9NJX639wJUGZqG7RYW1lux7qDENZ60Dhzz6RblIvi1I0VcxmK0FN9yyQrrgTFVeRlfiiuB7leuKWyL85Bm44KeRx%2FAkl541O1JBi56rI8gm8101wV4Cbn%2F9C5zq%2BiPMTJ0MpQany0nhtNhNBk53%2FqvHRO6Z59BfOFNCwab4WTSLk3hdKqnuWuFRTSlU7SUW4fWZJWuJdvyvI%2B%2BR6PODhXzXOm%2FVGoaUmun1jZT1EiOApF7a4GUhlUASNy6wYA%2Bs0NbNMInGLUCeWGLFox%2B1Iv61HCW5XlKMxw6KaUFi0NZUtIjYN3zLHmLA9jtbqoGfhXEeCUTSnabY%2BiZFmx6wAVvsPWnP8JRO1DOT%2F4ZtoZ9ir0BCqE%2FTDsm0i4hJvHN2OZ6IlRZhGQOBoeWrzhR6GBLZuytzTW2H8r%2FC4dZ7x26ps15mzajk9Dody07c0mNvLAbxHYxetQaFQ5hDfXw8LNAStaa7vulkhPHxa7tgImnGUq%2BmGA%2Bd%2BdrVnJp85p8CRdI0%2BOCM9OGDXIRKZDFBTwqyiJwiMcYLdupG%2FwMaeOzxSPXej%2FB38jj204HpdkImsGShqUaSeMIMm6qsZPYg%2BNjiq98bW80cHozO5r27zpZG5cVW2v5E1ioluvzs%2Flm4C0GLQXK4pzyZHUyHfZQFMYY2X%2FnGK
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=3wWNllAmjEqp95TRLhwQHVXKNrQgpjkCu5PuOnNUciwuTLabOU5UonENm8ocBs3yLGq6uzjp4tueK78gFdlHwPCWNXBirgk8J4KB4iTDjFXfSDTKpGQFnP0JuPYYpH8yi9Ng6wNGmT6xgemCLv9%2FaJPP0glcIe9CwVoEnZF0Jl50UUH0KULcEwGiDZ4RcdmT4n20MX56xUTp7BRF7wuo36oWfhsUEQFh0zQCcZMDX%2FNvIBY0cMJamAK2%2BmSL%2BSakHI1yOSwImc1CSXBnranOSrjtsAssI%2B%2F8uFATEVvJyPg8jjKMBwpNg2M%2FY1JzM5QLx%2BqMwxHxMxgPpLFQPZWOWagqM5Tt%2BzPdSk7ahjtJ7eccuTLwpJUuguMgWRhLIp07ayW1l5bC0I8QXmUMK0vFuFneG%2FuKOWIppurQSJ32qTjhJRcXj7eMGqb%2BNeffoq6ANg%2Fx7PTxjYMjUYkFoxYxs7koYAySO4xvhorDCmT875CkOD0QhMW4Pcu3k6vuwX7hwNIAJUIs172aqVVDJ35XT9oyq5JDp7pz31UkWCb2cJsIPIsilw8HYI2x1yRNwzx36L%2BoRVkErwDsM6Bq14Dj%2FHtJkuzsZgpxr8f0xgb8V%2BgWdTpIbgmz5QlO%2Bq%2B4w8tLRKG0dXjlOIrCL8%2BWyNeeYg13pl0RlreoNBAoaSBmAEeXAkLaiFFVfd3R6blgxr4mNupuzUqoM2palhCpges%2BTAVTLFqt0TJY2DdLZIT7bhvhCepD%2B6NhTYSLRdxaQrfaSCQVaJJdYsH3l%2FuF%2F14tg59tR6sKPlOiLNgeZzR4x9l97jydj%2BzEYvq9JRu4lmT4

