41't'lS\

BIRDLIFE MALTA NEWSLETTER

MARCH/APRIL 1998 Issue 46

Editorial Board: Ian Mifsud, Antoine Vella

Prime Minister visits Gfladira
The Prime Minister, Dr Alfred Sant paid a
visit to the Ghadira Nature Reserve on the
10th of February.
He was greeted at the gate of the
reserve by the President of Bird Life, Mr
John Grech who guided him round the
place.
The Prime Minister could observe
the several water birds resting in the peace
and quiet afforded by the reserve while Mr
Grech explained the different aspects of
the educational and conservation work
carried out by BirdLife through its
volunteers.
Before departing, the Prime Minister
was presented with a copy of the popular
book Flora u Fawna la' Malia.

SAJe HAVen
The Prime Minister wasn't the only distinguished visitor to come to
Ghadira lately. Every year at this time, large numbers of migratory
birds, on their way north to breed, find relative safety (in Malta the
safety of birds can never be anything but relative) in our nature
reserves of Ghadira and Simar.
This year, rare species such as the spoonbill, slenderbilled gulll and glossy ibis visited Ghadira. The highlight of the
season was surely the
spectacular congregation
60 grey herons that stayed
at the reserve during the last week of
iD~~i~~7N:;{!~ March ..
This pleasant surprise greeted the
warden at the reserve on Thursday 26th
of March as he opened the
birdwatching hide early in the
morning. The birds were
scattered in small groups round
the reserve, some fishing in the
shallow water while others rested in the shade of the
tamafisk trees. These herons were later joined by nine
little egrets and'three purple herons.
All these "guests" remained in the reserve for a couple
of days before resuming the journey to their nesting
grounds in Europe.

BirdLife at the
Greenweek
When visiting the Greenweek at the Trade Fair
grounds in Naxxar watch out for the BirdLife
stand.
During this event, BirdLife will be
encouraging people to create their very own
nature area, a sort of home-made reserve for
Maltese wildlife. A selection of native trees
such as olive, pine, oak and cypress will be on
sale.
Creating an attractive area round your
house does not have to be a high-maintenance
job. These trees do not require much attention
for their proper growth as they are well adapted
to the Mediterranean climate.

These last few months have seen a polemic
developing between the Government and some of
the more hard-line hunters' organizations.
According to the document signed before the
elections between the MLP and the Association of
Hunters, it was agreed that all stuffed birds were to
be registered and tagged. The aim of this measure
was to curb the craving of some hunters for
protected species to add to their collections of

birdskins. Now that this measure has been
incorporated into the hunting regulations, the hunters
have changed their minds and are insisting that the it
should be scrapped or carried out in such a manner .
as to make it practically useless.
Needless to say BirdLife are
totally supporting the Government .
on this issue. We are relieved and
happy that the Minister for the
Environment has resisted all
efforts of the hunters to go back
from the original agreement.

EUROPEAN PARTNERS' MEETING
~hanks

to the kind assistance from our Danish and Swiss counterparts within BirdLife I,nternational, our
society has attended the BirdLife partners' meeting in Segovia, Spain. BirdLife Malta was represented by
Ian Mifsud and Joe Sultana who is also a member of the World Council of BirdLife International. During this
meeting the 31 European BirdLife partners discussed the various aspects of the new European programme
as well as BirdLife's strategy for the year 2000 and beyond. The conference also hosted a partnership fair
during which different societies exchanged ideas and experiences on an informal basis.
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During the latest Annual General meeting which took place on Sunday 15th March at the University
residence, the Treasurer preserted the financial report for 1997, a summary for which is being shown here.
A more detaled is avaiable from our offices, but please send 25c in unused stamps (or a cheque) to cover
the postage.
Income
Donations
Camapigns
Subscriptions
Sponsorships
Nature Reserves

Lm
6592
3619
7914
2334
740

Total income

21199

Ex~nditure

Salaries & Consultancy fees
Offcie expenses
Books and stationery
Members' publications & servicing
Campaigns and Activities
Cost of sales

Lm
6450
2084
939
2911
2247
2430

Total exoenditure

17061

Unfortunately these dry, bare numbers of the income/expenditure balance sheets do not convey the true
picture regarding the huge amount of working hours given by the many (over sixty) dedicated BirdLife
volurteers. If their work had to be expressed in monetary terms it would definitely show a much greater
turnover!

Me...Lers' day
Members' day took place on Sunday 15th March at the University residence in Lija. The members present
were treated to various illustrated presentations on our natural heritage. The financial report for 1997 was
presented during the society's 36th Annual General Meeting which was also held during this event (see
above). A statute amendment referring to management controls of accounts without the need of paid
auditors was approved. This was introduced to save the society precious funds but at the same time not
compromising on the quality of book-keeping of the society's records.
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Although, in the last few weeks, many migrating birds
managed to find respite in the nature reserves of Gliadira
and Simar, others were not so lucky. Even before the
spring season had opened, our countryside echoed with
the hollow popping of shotguns (besides armed
.. robbery, killing birds is the main use for such
... weapons).
On the 24th of March, for example, dozens of
, raptors, mainly harriers, were shot down all over the
north of the island, 30 of them at Targa Gap. Eye. witnesses also reported a spoonbill shot from a boat at
Ghadira.
It is painfully obvious that the smation has got out
of hand and the police have lost all control over the
. :;> terTIary.
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Nature Reserve
Working Group
BirdLife Malta has recently appointed a working group to co-ordinate
work at is-Simar nature reserve. A report for the ecological control of
the reeds has been prepared. This will fit into the overall
management plan for the area drawn up a couple of years ago.
Besides conservation work, the BirdLife task force will also be
giving top priority to the educational amenities of the reserve, in the
"" hope that it will open its doors to schoolchildren in the coming
scholastic year. Fortunately, much needed financial support has been
" forthcoming from our Swiss BirdLife counterparts SVS, who have shown
." interest in our project and have donated 10 thousand Swiss Francs .
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BirdLife Malta is looking for office
premises outside Valletta, preferably in a
central part of Malta. If you are aware of any
low cost building which could be used as an office,
please contact Ms Vicky Caruana at the BirdLife office .
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BirdLife Malta is the Society for the protection of birds and the natur8J environment
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At this time of year nature is at its best: flowers and birds
adding charm to the Gozitan landscape. Visit various places
of natural interest: from the majestic sea cliffs of T a' Cene to
the fresh water pool at Gl'lajnsielem. Our coach will also take
us to Wied il-Lunzjata, a verdant valley with a permanent
water course, and later to the scenic Qala point overlooking
Comino.

Date: Sunday 26th April 199B
Meeting place: Cirkewwa Police station
Time B.OO am sharp
Return: 5.00 pm ferry
Price Lm 1.50 (excluding ferry)
will be available at an extra Lm 2.00
~

Please complete the application form below and send to
BirdLife before the 18th of April. (cheque payable to BirdLife Malta)

i

Name _____________________________________

~

AlJress

~

CD

'0

i

I

-------------------------------------

Phone -------

Noofpe~ns

___________

Enclosed please find
cheque/PO to the order of _ _ _ _ _ _ ______
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