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Media campaign for Conservation 

Press taken to visit seabird colonies 
The BirdLife media campaign for conservation has been planned as a wide-ranging effort to raise public 
conscience about the need for conservation and to push the authorities into some sort of action. It is 
presently proceeding and highlighting various environmental issues. 

One of these issues is the threat to the large breeding 
colony of Cory's shearwaters and other seabirds at 
Ta' Cene cliffs in Gozo. As is by now well-known, 
these birds are threatened by a proposed fishfarm to 
be set up just a few metres away from the heart of 
their nesting site. BirdLife has been carrying out its 
campaign mainly to persuade public opinion of the 
need to save T a' Cene - writing letters, features and 
issuing press statements as well as appealing directly 
to the Planning Authority and the Environmental pro
tection Department. 

In August, we also took the initiative of actually 
inviting members of the press to see for themselves 
the sea-bird colonies at Ta' Cenc, About twenty jour
nalists attended, representing all the daily papers as 
well as three radio and . three television stations. Mr 
Tony Lautier, who is also a BirdLife member, kindly 
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Ministerial stand 

lent us his boat and accompanied us for the outing 
. which lasted almost five hours. The journalists were 
first addressed by Mr John Borg who has been study
ing shearwaters for the past sixteen years. He ex
plained the importance of the T a' Cene colony and we 
later assisted to the exciting spectacle of the hundreds 
of seabirds flying low over the water as they came 
back to their nests just after sunset. 

The event - and the plight of T a' Cene - was 
given prominence in all the news bulletins and papers 
and we feel that we managed to use the media to ad
vantage. The problems facing the seabird colony are 
still there because to date, no decision has been taken 
whether the fishfarm will be allowed. BirdLife Malta in
tends to keep up the pressure until the cliffs and their 
fauna are no longer in danger. 

TALK 
The hunting season which opened in September has, as usual, been cata
strophic for our wildlife as protected birds have been killed in their hundreds all 
over the island. Law enforcement was again practically non-existent. 

on Friday, 8th October 
at 7.00 pm, at the 

BirdLife Malta premises 
Michael Sammut will 

BirdLife lobbied vigorously against these abuses and managed to tum 
this issue into a national debate. . 

Eventually, on the 17th September, the Minister for the Environment 
summoned officials of the Environmental Protection Department and the Police 
and, in the presence of a BirdLife delegation and hunters' representatives, 
stressed that Government was not going to tolerate the blatant infringements of 
the hunting regulations that were occurring continuously. The press was also 
present and gave wide prominence to the statement. 

Although such a Ministerial declaration does not mean that the situation 
will automatically improve, it is heartening to see that politicians are finally com
mitting themselves in public and speaking out clearly against hunting abuses. 

speak on 

Birding 
in the 
British 
Isles 
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British Bird~atching Fair '99 
Every summer for the past eleven years, Egleton Nature Reserve in central England has hosted Europe's larg
est birdwatching fair. Thousands of people from all over the UK and the continent flock to the three-day fair that 

is packed with stands promoting various facets of nature conservation with special emphasis on birdwatching: 
from sustainable wildlife tourism to photographic equipment. The funds generated by this year's fair will be 

used to help preserve the forests of the Brazilian Atlantic seaboard. 
BirdLife Malta again set up its own stand, ably manned this time by Norman and Audrey Chetcuti. Our 

representatives distributed brochures, enrolled members and explained to the public what sort of work INe 

carry out in Malta, besides of course collecting donations which this year reached the sum of £132 sterling. 

This moneywill go into the media campaign fund that BirdLife Malta set up late last year. 
Our participation was made possible thanks to the generous help coming from many people and organi

zations. In particular we would like to thank 
i Bob and Ann Pell for hosting our representa

tives before and after the .fair while Bob and 
Ann Scott (overseas members of BirdLife 

Malta) were so kind as to offer hospitality 
during the event itself. Moreover Zeiss Opti
cal instruments sponsored the participation 
fee and the Royal Society for the Protection 

of Birds also made itself extremely useful by 
lending us the boards and other structures 
needed for the stand itself. 

Woei Horng Fang, Vice-President of the Chinese Wild Bird Federation, ...... 
presents a magnificent origami shelduck to BirdLife Malta representative 
Norman Chetcuti. This event took place at the British BirdFair 1999. The . , 
work of art now graces the walls of our meeting hall. 

Ghadira 
• re-openlng 

Now that summer is almost over the nature re
serve of Ghadira will gradually start coming 
back to life with increasing numbers of waders 
and waterbirds seeking refuge during their 
Mediterranean crossing. The reserve will open 
to the public from October (see box). As usual 
weekdays will be dedicated to organised tours 
by schoolchildren and the public will be able to 
visit on weekends. 

Anyone wishing to help out by acting as 
a "guide", accompanying people round ' the re
serve is more than welcome. 
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Ghadira Opening Schedule - Weekends from 17th October 

9.30 am to 12.30 pm 
2.00 pm to 4.00pm 



Bil-Bejtal 
Another addition to the growing bibliography about 
Maltese fauna, this new booklet published by Bird
Life Malta deals with our breeding birds. It is a 
small but spectacular publication with beautiful 
colour photographs portraying every 
species mentioned in the text. There 
are presently 22 species breeding regu
larly here while at least 10 others have 
occasional been observed nesting. Five 
other species used to breed regularly but 
have been wiped out mainly by hunting or 
other forms of persecution. 

All the photos in the booklet were 
taken by BirdLife Malta members, among 
others Denis Cachia and Ray Galea. Text 
is by Joe Sultana and the whole has been 
professionally put together by Victor Falzon. 
While congratulating all the contributors and 
whoever has worked on this project, we also 

thank our German BirdLife partners, Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU) for 
their generous help. This publication would not have been possible without them. 
Copies of Bil-Bejta! may be obtained from the premises of BirdLife Malta. 

Environmental Project 
As we announced in our last issue, the One World 
r--------.., Competition for schools will be 

officially launched on the 18th 

October with a meeting for head
teachers, BirdLife school 
delegates and representatives of 
the Ministry of Education. 

dinja 
wanda 

The main aim of this 
initiative is to introduce 
schoolchildren to the idea of 
working towards the creation of 

"-------..... a better natural environment. 

BirdLife on TV ' 
Television is arguably the most powerful mass medium 
yet invented and a message launched from the TV 
screen can reach more people than any other form of 
communication. For this reason, BirdLife takes every 
opportunity to be present on TV and, after the CNN 
feature on hunting that was screened a few weeks 
ago, several television spots are presently being 
broadcast on local television as part of BirdLife's media 
campaign. 

Television airtime is 
horribly expensive 
(especially for a society 
used to working with volun
teers) but we are convinced 
that this will be money well
spent. 

Hunting issue 

Change in attitude 
At the beginning of September, the major Maltese 
daily newspapers published press releases 
condemning the recent killing of several 
shearwaters and urging better law enforcement. 
Nothing strange about this, BirdLife Malta 
releases dozens of such statements throughout 
the year. 

This time however the pre$s statements 
were not issued by BirdLife or another 
environmental society but by the hunters' 
association itself. The Federation for Hunting, 
Trapping and Conservation for the first time took 
a public stand condemning a specific act of illegal 
shooting and appealing to the government to 
enforce the hunting regulations. 

On a few previous occasions the hunting 
federation had, at the most, recommended its 
members to uphold the law. It had never directed 
its appeal to the authorities. 

This is a small but we believe significant 
sign that the mentality, at least of the hunters' 
leaders, is changing: they are no longer seeing 
law-enforcement as some sort of persecution but 
rather as a way of making their activity more 
acceptable - less repulsive rather - to the general 
public. It is encouraging to note this shift in 
mentality: it seems to point out that better results 
can be obtained by persuasion than chronic 
confrontation 
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Ever wondered what is the magic of birdwatching? Now is your chance to find out. 

at Buskett 
Sunday, 3rd October 

10.00am to 6.00pm 
There will be games and 

activities for children, food 
and drink and birdwatching 

stands. 

DIY enthusiasts - this is for you 
l I ipce the new premises were opened last year we have been striving to 

make them more attractive for our members. Robert Borg has done a lot of 
voluntary work and - among other things - arranged and filed the hundreds 
of books and magazines that have accumulated through the years. We are 

BirdLife is going to organise the 
first ever bird festival in Malta 
(see above). This will consist in 
a number of stands explaining 
the different aspects of bird
watching and the work carried 
out by BirdLife as well as stands 
selling food and drink. Many 
activities, aimed mainly at 
children, will be held tt{oughout 
the day and from 3.00 pm 
onwards it will be possible to 
take part in birdwatching 
sessions together with BirdLife 

now trying to set up a library that can be used by our 
members and people interested in ornithological 

research. For this purpose we are looking for 
someone to help us build a series of sturdy 

shelving for the room that has already been 
earmarked as a library. 

So come on all you DIY enthusiasts, now 
is your chance to put your skills to good use. 

Give us a ring and let us tell you how you can help. 

:=======================;--::::-_ ..... volunteers 
.~ 

A2235 
Ms. Ninette Zammit 
Assistant Librarian 
~/lelitensia Special Collection 
University of Malta Library 
Msida 
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BirdTalk is published by 
BirdLife Malta 

57/28 Triq Rigord Ta' Xbiex MSD 12 
Tel 347646 Fax 343239 
email: blm@orbit.net.mt 

http://www.waldonet.net.mtlbirdlife/ 

BlrdLlfe Malta Is the Society for the protection of birds and the natural environment 
BlrdLlfe Malta Is the partner of BlrdLlfe International In the Maltese Islands 

4 




