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Whether EU're in or not! 

* * ** 
As the controversy rages over the Birds Directive 

which Malta will be party to if we join the EU, BirdLife's 
. position is clear: whether or not Malta becomes a 

member, this country needs serious bird protection laws. 
Birds are migratory animals and because of this, every 
country bears a responsibility towards the rest of the 
world to protect them. It doesn't make a difference who 
lays down the law. BirdLife's reason for existence is the 
protection of wild birds and its duty is to push for better 
laws and more effective enforcement. 

EU accession is a political issue and one which is 
not on BirdLife's agenda. If Malta does become an EU 
member, it will be have to be party to the Birds Directive. 
This would mean better legislation for bird protection. 
However, law enforcement is not a necessary 
consequence of EU membership. It is ultimately local 
goodwill and pressure that will cause the law to be 
enforced. In or out of the EU, BirdLife will still have to 
play the watchdog and keep up a constant pressure on 
the authorities to carry out their environmental promises. 
Moreover, even within the guidelines set out in the Birds 
Directive there will still be room for improvement. 

BirdLife is under no illusions of sudden changes of 
heart. This country's history of bird laws is a complicated 
dance: steps have been made both backwards and 
forwards by successive administrations. The fact that last 
September hardly one bird was shot in Buskett was a 
milestone achieved after decades of hard work and 
different approaches. However much BirdLife would like 
to see hunting abolished, it knows that it has to suffer 
the frustration of time: the time it takes to change a 
mentality. It is for this reason that BirdLife can bear to 
tolerate transition periods in the event of the adoption of 
the Birds Driectives. 

If better bird protection is achieved thanks to the EU 
Birds Directive, then BirdLife welcomes them with open 
arms. However, even if this does not come about, 
BirdLife must still work to improve the existing laws. 
Whatever the outcome, it won't happen in a flash, but 
Birdlife will continue its struggle, realistically, doggedly 
and through concrete achievements. 

From paper to practice 
Spring migration is in full swing and Bir~Life ~as 

intensified its pressure on the police to take effective action 
to stop illegal hunting. Throughout March, when duck and 
other seabirds were on the move, the ALE did their best to 
patrol the coast for illegal sea shooting (shooting at sea .sto~s 
end of February). Their presence was largely effective In 
keeping all but the most brazen shooters on solid grou~d . 

However, as migration intensifies, it is once more glanngly 
obvious that the ALE are hopelessly overstretched and 
understaffed to cope with the abundance of law infringements 
occurring daily. BirdLife receives daily reports of injured birds 
of prey, bee-eaters and other attractive species. A shift of 
just eight police officers is totally inadequate for 
controlling the thousands of shooters spread around 
the islands and the surrounding sea! It is a shame that 
out of 55 new police recruits who recently joined the force, 
not a single officer was assigned to the ALE. There is clearly 
a lack of serious commitment. 

Meanwhile, the Environment Monitoring Board meets 
regularly to examine complaints and reports of abuses. 

But BirdLife feels things are going much too slowly. On 9 
April a BirdLife delegation met Environment Minister Zam~it 
Dimech and made it very clear that we are not pleased With 
the way things are going. 

On 24 April BirdLife also met Home Affairs Minister Borg 
and Police Commissioner Grech to press for serious 
commitment in tackling illegal hunting. BirdLife insisted that 
nothing short of a special environment police section is 
needed for effective year-round protection. The current 
efforts are a far cry from the slick job that the Police and the 
Armed Forces did last autumn in Buskett. 

Following this meeting, BirdLife issued a press statement 
to condemn the current inertia. 
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Night 
Chorus 

There are several sites in the country where on a 
still summer evening one can hear the unearthly cry 
of CORY'S SHEARWATERS. One of the best 
places in Malta is the stretch of sheer cliffs at Hal 
Far. So we're going there for an evening's 
unforgettable chorus. If you have already come to 
such an activity, we know you'll need no further 
encouragement! If you have never had the 
experience, well here's your chance ... 

Date: 08 June 2001 
Meeting place: nr Peace Lab (Hal Far) 
Time: 7ASpm 
Bring: light jacket 
John Borg, an shearwater expert will lead the 
activity, and a handout prepared. 

Keeping on track 

Some members may have been disappointed by 
BirdLife's absence at the Mnajdra-related 
demonstration a few days ago. This was no oversight 
or lack of sensitivity to a national issue. Like hunting 
and trapping, the vandalism at Mnajdra is a deplorable 
destruction of an international heritage. Like hunting 
and trapping, it is a sign of a sick mentality which is 
totally insensitive to beauty. 

However, BirdLife's policy is, as always, to keep its 
sights purely on the defence of nature. BirdLife's 
mission, after all, is the protection of wild birds and 
biodiversity. We don't do something just because others 
do it, or even because some expect us to! BirdLife has 
a very clear (and a very tough) agenda, and we want 
to concentrate all our efforts on dealing with just that. 

And anyway, would you expect a human-rights 
campaigner to attend 

Incidentally, if it transpires that the Mnajdra atrocity 
was perpetrated (as threatened a few years back) by 
trappers who squat illegally on public land around the 
temples, we have once more witnessed how such 
criminals have been twisting the arm of the authorities 
and of the whole country with impunity. 
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The Kemmuna Konnection 
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running the marathon Progetto 
Piccole Isole at Wied L-Aflmar on 
Kemmuna. This year, the project 
is extending the study from a 4-

week to a 6-week period. This way, 
BirdLife's research group will be able 
to trace the movements of species 
which migrate earlier than others. 
This includes birds like wheatears, 
hoopoes and subalpine warblers. 

The project is running from 1 April 
to 15 May and this year involves 13 

ringers and 15 helpers/trainees. This year, six foreign 
ringers also joined the team. 

For the first time, the ringing group is camping under 
a roof, thanks to the efforts of volunteers who turned a 
small tumbledown pumphouse into living quarters. 

Several interesting records are pouring in from 
Kemmuna, not least the re-trap of a sedge warbler 
previously ringed in Zagreb! More next time! 

BirdLife is very grateful to Vogelbescherming 
(Bird Life Nederland) for sponsoring the works being 
carried out at the Wied L-Aflmar ringing station. BirdLife 
also thanks Comino Hotel for their help in logistics and 
transport of material for the project. 

This is the 11th year running that Birdlife is 
taking part in this pan-Mediterranean study of birds 
migrating over small islands. 

Injured birds 
more help needed 

As you well know, spring is a sad time of the 
year when, thanks to trigger-happy louts, birds pelt 
down from the skies in lifelss lumps. Many others 
are maimed and forced to land, and several find 
their way into well-meaning hands, who frantically 
call BirdLife for help. We need volunteers who are 
ready to collect injured birds from around the 
island. If you feel you can help in this matter, please 
do not hesitate to come forward. Call BirdLife office. 

bi rd I ifemalta.org 
Yes, we have at last moved our website to a 

more streamlined, easy-to-remember and more 
accessible domain. Now, you only type in: 
birdlifemalta.org and you're on board! If you have 
any queries, email us at info@birdlifemalta.org 

Thank you Justin Vassallo for upgrading our 
internet access and to Kemmunet for sponsoring 
the website. Thank you also Denis Cachia, our 
webmaster, for keeping the site up to scratch. 
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Is-Simar nature reserve now open to school visits 
Teacher Jason Alo isio has been seconded from the Education 

Department to Is-Simar nature reserve, where he will be developing an 
educational programme for schools visiting the wetland. BirdLife is now 
ready to welcome school groups to visit this relatively new nature reserve, 
as it has been doing at Gliadira for several years now. 
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With this new appointment, BirdLife now doubles the chance for 
schoolchildren to come in contact with nature. This is important, especially 
in view of the fact that environmental field study centres in Malta are virtually 
inexistent. Is-Simar is being geared to take secondary school students, so 
that Gliadira will be able to concentrate on primary schools. 

The two reserves have a twofold role: that of serving as a refuge for 
nature, and that of showing visitors, especially the younger generation, how 
rich and varied Maltese wildlife can be, if only given a chance. 

RISERVA NATURALI 

Is-Simar logo 
Schools wishing to visit the reserves should call BirdLife office. 

Seven years young ... 
11-11uttafa, the popular magazine for BirdLife's junior members, has 
just started its eighth year of publication with Issue 43, featuring a yellow 
wagtail. The mag is much awaited by young members and read by their 
parents as well, and sows the environmental message in over 1300 
homes, groups and institutions! Adults too can subscribe to the magazine 
(Lm2 per annum) or you can alter your BirdLife membership category to 
family subscription (Lm6 pr annum). For the past year, II-Fluttafa has 
sported its front and back pages in full-colour. 

Sighting the sites 

II-HuUafa 
IJ-magai ill ta ' Klabb Huttllf 

BirdLife has just completed a census of trapping sites in Malta and Gozo. The survey was carried out using 
detailed aerial photographs of the islands. The study revealed a minimum of 5317 sites (3796 in Malta and 
1521 in Gozo) . This means a density of almost 17 trapping sites per km2! The distribution of trapping sites, 
however, is not at all even. Sites are mostly located around the coast, especially the south-facing cliffs, sometimes 
at unbelievable concentrations. This of course leaves very little free space for incoming finches, which are the 
main targets of trappers. With such a surface area of clapnets, and with thousands of caged or fluttering decoys 
lying in wait to lure unwittingly their free counterparts, it is a wonder that any make it across our territory and 
beyond! Indeed, for unnumbered thousands, our shores are a one-way ticket to life confinement. 

This project was undertaken by Ian Mifsud, and was made possible by a donation from BirdLife International, 
for which BirdLife Malta is grateful. 
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AGM and all that. .. 

BirdLife held its Annual general meeting on 
February 27. The evening kicked off with a slide talk 
about the birding experiences of two widely-travelled 
birdwatchers. 

The meeting proper followed the slide feature. 
BirdLife president introduced the meeting with a 
comment on the formation of the groundbreaking 
Foundation for Bird Protection, one result of which was 
the setting up of the Environment Monitoring Board. 
Then, the chairperson of every Birdlife committee or 
working group gave an overview of the previous year's 
work in their particular field of activity. Among these was 
a report by the new nature reserves supervisor, who 
gave details of work made possible by the new 
management contract of Gfladira and Is-Simar 
awarded to BirdLife in July 2000. 

The electoral commissioner then took over, the 
outgoing Council was dissolved, and the candidates 
for the new Council read out. Since there were exactly 
nine candidates for posts on the new Council, no 
election was considered necessary, as laid down in the 
BirdLife statute. The new Birdlife Council for the next 
two years is made up of the following people: Antoine 
Vella, Norman Chetcuti, Desiree Falzon, Denis 
Cachia, Raymond Galea, Joseph Mangion, Ian 
Mifsud, Joe Sultana and Justin Vassallo. 

Council later met and decided the main posts on 
Council, namely: Antoine Vella (president) , Norman 
Chetcuti (treasurer), Denis Cachia (secretary) and 
Desiree Falzon (Council chairperson). 

Whenever any bird chooses one of our . nature 
reserves to raise a family, it is to us at BirdLife a great 
honour, and living proof that we're doing things as 
nature intended! 

For the sixth year running, a pair of little ringed 
plovers have bred on a gravelly patch on one of the 
purposely-built islands at Gfladira nature reserve. 
Gfladira is the only possible site in Malta for a bird like 
little ringed plover to breed. 

As we go to print, we have just received news that 
four chicks have hatched! 

Please excuse the rather late issue of BirdTalk 64. This was due to great 
pressure of work, and almost daily developments on the conservation front. 
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