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Dinja Wahda Competition to be relaunched 
From next October, BirdLife Malta is relaunching "Dinja Wahda" (One World), its highly successful environ
mental project for schools. The Dinja Wahda Awards Scheme aims to get schoolchildren to carry out practical 
environmental work and - this is important - enjoy doing it. We want children to learn that caring for the envi
ronment is positive and rewarding. Dinja Wahda is not a competitive event: all schools can win, and all will be 

rewarded for their level of participation. 

In the scholastic year 1994-95 BirdLife launched Dinja Wahda for 
the first time and more than half of the primary schools of Malta and Gozo 

. took part. This success has encouraged us to revive the scheme and this 
time extend it to secondary schools. Thanks to the involvement of school
children, teachers, head teachers and the Education Department and Min
istry, Dinja Wahda has now grown and we are sure that it will grow even 
further with this year's new influx of energy, ideas and enthusiasm. 
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The idea behind the Dinja Wahda Scheme is that each participating 
school can win a gold, silver or bronze award (there are also certificates) 
according to the number of points gained. How are these points assigned? 
Simple: there are 20 different activities which can be carried out by each 
school. Each activity carries 25 to 150 pOints, depending on the level of or
ganisation that it requires and schools accrue points for every activity they 
complete successfully. 

This project is being organised by the Education Committee of Bird
Life Malta, led by Ms Angele Pulis with the kind permission and co-operation of the Ministry and Department 
of Education. 

~ #f' British Ornithologists' Union l:m 
International recognition 

for lifelong work 
The prestigious British Ornithologists' Union, based in 
the Natural History Museum has appointed the first 
Maltese as an honorary member. This is none other 
than Mr Joe Sultana, one of the founders of BirdLife 
Malta (then the Malta Ornithological Society) in the 
sixties. He is a well-known and respected local orni
thologist and conservationist and has published nu
merous works and books on Maltese avifauna includ
ing the 1982 Guide to the Birds of Malta which inci
dentally is the best-selling book ever published in 
Malta. 

Joe Sultana was the promoter and creator of 
the Ghadira and Simar Nature Reserves and spear
headed the campaign to update the bird regulations 
back in 1994. He presertly holds an executive role in 

, 

BirdLife International. 

In their letter of appointment, the Biritish Orni
thologists' Union told Joe Sultana: -those of us who 
are fortunate enough to live in countries with a long 
tradition of bird conservation owe a greater debt to 
those who Ihave to struggle against hostile public opin
ion in thelf own countries." Thanks tc;l Jae's unwaver
ling commitment. local public opinion is no longer as 
hostile as, 4 ,usea to be and the tide is slowly but surely 
turning tQwerd~ more awareness of the need for con
servation. 

It is worthwhile noting that the British Ornitholo
gists' Union confers the honorary membership only to 
persons who have distinguished themselves excep
tionally and there are never more than twenty honor
ary mebers at anyone time. 

The Council and members of BirdLife Malta 
congratulate Mr Joe Sultana and wish him more Sl.l~
cesses in his career. 



British Bird Fair 
Two BirdLife volunteers Audrey and Norman Chetcuti are going to represent our Society 
in this year's BirdFair in the UK being held at the end of August. 

As many of our readers doubtlessly know, this fair is one of the most important and 

I~Pli4 well-attended events in the international birding calendar and our participation has always ~==d 
had excellent results. Audrey and Norman will promote the work being carried out by 

IF ''.~.lIl<1 BirdLife Malta and will certainly boost our UK membership and manage to collect dona
tions. 

As usual, our participation at the Fair has been made possible thanks to the never
ending generosity of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds which provides us with 
space for our stand. 

Target practice 
This time ~ was not protected birds that "provoked" hunters to 
open fire. The newly restored historic tower of Qalet Marku has 
been vandalised by hunters even before the inauguration cere
mony could be held. Din I-Art Helwa, the association for safe
guarding the national historical her~age, spent over Lm 1000 to 
restore the 1 th century building and inv~ed the Minister for the 
Environment to inaugurate it. As The Malta Independent reported 
however "hunters have already shot at and damaged the drain 
pipes and the metal door on the ground level". 

Perhaps the hunters mistook the tower for a couple of tour
ists. Happens. 

Don't quarry, be happy 
Quarry owners are complaining that the Planning Authority is out to destroy them. They have declared that 
Malta "badly needs" them and that they are irreplaceable. Of course they are. Who else could use explosives 
so effectively to shake the foundations of the Ganar Qim megal~hic temples? Who but quarry owners could so 
lavishly pockmark the Maltese countryside with open gashes that will never heal? How could we get rid of en
tire hillsides and valleys if ~ weren't for this" essential industry"? 

The truth is that a significant number of quarries 
are being allowed to operate without the necessary 
permits; cond~ions laid down by the Planning Author~y 
are being carefully ignored; entire hectares of agricul-
tural land and garigue are being illegally swallowed up 
by the ever-spreading quarries ... .... . 

And these guys have the cheek to pose as victims. I 
A case in point. This quarry in Rabat was extended I~
erally to a few centimetres from the antique gima in 
the centre of the photo. The intention was obviously to 
continue digging until this fine example of rural archi
tecture was engulfed and destroyed. Fortunately, the 
Planning Authority slapped a conservation order on the 
gima and saved ~ at the last moment. 
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Award to 
Robert Borg 

The Elizabeth Coxon Award is presented 
each year to a young person showing a 
sense of initiative and drive in connection 
with conservation. This year the award 
has been given to Robert Borg who dis
tinguished himself by sheer hard work to 
help put the Society's office on a sound 
footing. 

For the last few years, Robert has 
spent most of his summer holidays help
ing our employees with office-work. He 
was particularly helpful last summer 
when BirdLife moved its offices from Val

letta to the present premises at 
Ta' Xbiex. 

New law to 
protect the 

environment 
By the time this issue of Bird
Talk will have reached our 
readers, the Environment Min
ister will have announced the new 
environmental legislation that is in the 
pipeline. No details have as yet been pub
lished at the time of writing but the Minister 
has been reported saying that it will 
"establish the framework to promote inte
grated environment and natural resources 
management". 

The upgrading and updating of our legisla
tion is always welcome but, of course, the best 
laws are perfectly useless unless they are strictly 
enforced. And we all know how difficult that is, 
don't we? 

Thanking your generosity 
BirdLife Malta would like to thank to the following members who have kindly 

offered us a fridge for our premises, following anappeal on BirdTalk. 

The people who cam forward to help were Mr and Mrs Mlzzi of Qui SI Sana, Mr 

Ventura of Hal Balzan and Mr Cardona of B'Kara. 

• 
The Threat to Ta' Cene 

The tuna-penning saga con-
tinues, with the developers 

(who would like to 
place a num
ber of fish 
cages a few 
metres 

away from a large colony of seabirds) on one side and 
the environmental NGOs on the other. Occasionally 
some self-styled expert writes to the newspapers 
(often anonymously) to alternately call us selfish twits 
who want to stop progress or explain to us that not 
only will the seabirds not suffer, but they will even 
benefit from having their breeding sites turned into a 
fish farm. 

Veteran ornithologist and BirdLife Council mem
ber, John Borg, who has spent 15 years studying 
Cory's Shearwaters and other seabirds believes that 
the way the tuna pens are going to be sited will cer
tainly interfere with the normal life-cycle of these birds , 

and cause them to abandon the cliffs of Ta' Cenc. 
With the local population of shearwaters declining for 
other reasons, we can ill-afford to lose the Ta Cenc 
breeding site . 

BirdLife Malta was instrumental in saving Ta' 
Cene from "development" when a hotel was pro
grammed to be built on the clifftop. It is now fighting 
again to save the area from being turned into tuna 
penning site. Ta' Cene is extremely important both as 
a bird area and for its flora and fauna, but it is con
stantly attracting "developers" 
who consider it solely for its _",MIP.I)!:I}Ir.'I"--... 

money-making potential. The 
only way the site can be 
conserved and perma
nently placed out 
reach of developers 
is to declare it a 
nature reserve. 
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Summer Activity for BirdLife members 
Event: Shearwater-watching 
Date: 31.7.99 (a Saturday) 
Time and venue: 7.30pm at the carpark above Ghar Hasan cave 
Advice: carry some insect repellent and a light jacket 

nature reserves 

Media Campaign 
BirdLife Malta is continuing its campaign in 
favour of conservation in Malta by making 
use of the media. These last few weeks, 
conservation topics have fea
tured four times on the " AiiHlt.O.i""o:o:: 
Junior News of The 

In June, BirdLife Malta sponsored, in conjunc
tion with the University of Malta, three Faculty of 

ffi~;:."~: . Education graduates to visit the reserves of the Times. These articles are 
meant to educate children with Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. All 

three have written their dissertation on the edu
cational field activities which may be carried out 
on the Gnadira Reserve 

The visit will allow these three young Maltese 
teachers to gain experience regarding the . . ..... 
of educational projects being carried out on Brit~ ': .: ·: 
ish nature reserves. Besides help- ,,' 

regards to birdlife con
servation and contain 
both information and a 
competition. 

~:~«:::;<;,:L· ing in conservation, the Gnadira 

Meanwhile we are preparing to in
tensify our campaign at the end of sum
mer when the bird migration starts picking 
up and the illegal shooting of protected 
birds is rampant. We also intend to in
crease our pressure on the political and 
police authorities to enforce the regula
tions during the autumn migrations 

and Simar nature reserves are im
portant instruments in edu
cating the Maltese public -
especially schoolchildren - ' 
to appreciate and love 
ture. 

Sparrowhawk ringed at Comino ---
One of the most unusual birds to have been ringed in Malta these last years is undoubtedly ,an adult fe/male 
sparrowhawk that was ringed by Ray Galea during the Piccole Isole project held this spring at Camino. 

It is very rare for birds of prey to be caught and ringed and this sparrowhawk must surely be a notable 
record for Malta. 

A2235 
Ms . Ninette Zammit 
Assistant Librarian 
Melitensia Special Collection 
University of Malta Library 
Msida 
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