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L - GHANA MALTI FIL - QAJJENZA
Angelo Dougall

Jekk serati tal-ghana Malti kienu dejjem imsejsin fug
il-folklor wu 1-Buskett f'lejlet I1-Imnarja, dagshekk iehor,
serati tal—-ghana Malti kienu marbutin mal-Qajjenza, ta' kull
sena, f'dawk 1-iljieli sajfin. I1-Qajjenza, gol-bajja ta’
Marsaxlokk, kif saret in voga daz-2mien, tissejjah in—naha -
isfel ta' Malta. Bhala Maltin tabilhagqg, tradizzjonijiet folk-
loristi¢i Maltin la hume ta' isfel, u l-angas ta' fug, u ma
nharsux lejhom b'xi mod iehor, hlief 1i huma Maltin fir-ruh u
fil-gisem, u 1i huma tradizzjonijiet 1i ghandu jkollna lkoll kemm
ahna, sentimenti lejhom, u 1i ghandna nghozzuhom kif jixirgilhom.

Il-plajja tal-blat bejn il-Gas Works wu 1-Batterija
Ferretti, kienet post favorit ghal serati ta' ghana Malti, fl1-
iljieli sajfin, fid-difa tal-kwiet, mal-bahar, ghall-arja tal-
kampanja. Dawn is—serati kienu popolari hafna fost id-
dilettanti ta' din in-namra u passatemp nazzjonali, l—-aktar,
meta l-habib tieghi "Il-Bambinu" (Mikiel Abela taz-Zejtun) kien
ghadu haj u mimli hegga. Il1-Qajjenza, sa ftit snin ilu biss,
kien post kwiet, 1lokal ta' blat u bahar, raba' u mriehel,
sikta....daz—zmien telghet belt ohra!

Madankollu ma kienetx il-mewt ta' dan l-ghannej kbir 1i
gatlet dan il-passatemp/namra/delizzju tipiku folkloristiku
Malti, imma 1-bini ta' erba sulari wisg gqrib il-plajja. L~
ippjanar f'dan il~-lokal, la ta kaz ta' din l—-attivita' tradizz—
jonali Maltija, +u l-angas hass l—id¢ken inpenn biex jaghti jew
ifhalli post ghaliha jew jahseb fiha!. Ir-riga, il-kumpass u 1-
iskwerra mexxew kollox bla sentimenti ta' xejn, bla ma Thadu 1-
i¢tken konsiderazzjoni lejn l—-eluf ta' nies u lejn id—-delizzju,
wirt nazzjonali taghhom. B'dan il-mod, l-ippjanar 1i sar fil-
Qajjenza, kines darba ghal dejjem din it-tradizzjoni minn dan il-
lokal.

Gol—-Qajjenza kienu jigu ghal dawn is—serati tal-ghana,
nies winn hafna postijiet u rhula; wminbarra Birzebbuga stess,
ghannejja u daqgage kienu jigu ukoll minn Marsaxlokk, Zejtun, Hal
Far, Binghisa, Gudja, Ghaxaq, Bir—id-Deheb, Hal Tarxien, Zurrieq,
Zabbar, u postijiet ohrajn. Ghannejja u daqgaga jikkompetu
bejniethom fi hbiberija kbira, kienu jgibu maghhom il-familja,
bin-nisa, tfal u xjuh, u erhilhom jghaddu 1ljieli shah fug dan il-
blat tal—-plajje tal—-Qajjenza...jghannu ghal galbhom kif imdorri-
Jin jaghmlu sa minn ¢kunithom, u skond id-drawwiet folkloristici

Maltin. Hemm kienu Jjgibu 1l1-ikel +tradizzjonali taghhom u
mbejjed, bla ma jgabbdu i-barbegue, hmerijiet barranin 11 ged
ihammgulna x-xtajtiet taghna, u 1i jimlewlna bid-dhahen u

xahmijiet ifexfxu, bl-irwejjah tal—-hot dogs u hamburgers.

Billi l-awtoritajiet semmew xi torog fil-Qajjenza ghal
ghana Malti u ghal xi ghanneja, b'dagshekk la nkoraggew din it-

tradizzjoni biex tkompli f'dan il-1lokal, u langas ged
ninkuraggixxu dan il-passatemp folkloristiku...ghalhekk xejn ma
jissokta bhal ma kien gabel. It-tradizzjoni gawwija tal-ghana

Malti f'dan il-lokal, issa donnha spi¢ctat u ngerdet ghal kollox!
Dnub...hasra u ghajb ghal dak kollu 1i sar biex twettag dan
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f'dawn l-ahhar ftit senin. Hu ta' stmerrija l-agir ta' 1-
awtoritajiet ta' l-ippjanar ghal dak 1i sar fil-Qajjenza.

Suggeriment Billi bi¢¢a gmielha wmill-plajja ga nbniet b'erba’
sulari bini, u minhabba 1i jistghu isiru xi lmenti minn residenti
dwar ghana, ghanneja u folol 1i jigu jisimghu, m'ghadux aktar
prattikabbli 1i jerga jsir l-ghana fejn kien isir gabel. Izda
mhux tard wisg 1i tista' tigi rrangata r—-roggha kbira ta' ©blat
grib il-Batterija Ferretti 1i jerga' jibda jsir l—-ghana f'dan il-
lokal, u terga tkompli it-tradizzjoni fil—-Qajjenza. Zgur 1i
Jekk jigu avvi¢inati id-dilettanti, gruppi ta' ghannejja u dagga-
ga, dawn ikunu ta' ghajnuna bl-idejat taghhom, dwar x'ghandu jsir
u x'hemm wmehtieg f'dan il-post. Anzi mhux talli 1i dawn it-
tradizzjonijiet u drawwiet godma ta' missirijietna ma Jjingerdux,
izda jiehdu spinta u hajja gdida. Dan il-lokal fug il-blat
jinsab boghod bizzejjed, biex la jtellef il-kwiet, u langas
iwegga' l-widnejn ta' dawk il-ftit imsejkna 1i ghal widnejhom 1la
jdoggilhom, wu l-angas jittolleraw din ix-xorta ta' tradizzjoni
Maltija.

Skond pjanti ghall-izvilupp ta' dan il-post hemm dagsx-—
ejn ta' pjazza progettata grib il-Batterija Ferretti. B'dagsx—
ejn ta' immaginazzjoni u hsieb, kemm din il-pjazzetta, kif ukoll
dik ir-roggha kbira ta' blat 1li semmejt, jistghu Jjigu rrangati
b'mod 1i fihom ikunu jistghu isiru serati ta' ghana. B'dagsxein
ta' hajt tes—-sejjieh ghall-kenn mill-hsejjes tat—-traffiku, u palk
bi ftit tfurgien tal—-gebel, xi bankijiet u tizjin bis-sigar u
xtieli indigeni ghal ambjent Malti, dan il-post Jista' Jkun
irrangat u miftuh ghall-pubbliku mill-aktar fis, Dbiex it-
tradizzjoni folkloristika tal-ghana Malti tissokta bhal gabel
mal-plajja tal—Qajjenza...

Ritratti 1i jidhru fil-fa¢¢cata l-ohra 1i jmiss:
FUQ: Qajienza. Il-blat ta' hdejn ii-Batterija Ferretti.

ISFEL; Qajjenza. Il-post immarkat bhala 1i se jsir
pjazzetta fug pjanti ta' zvilupp.

{ir-ritratti mehudin winn Angelo Dougall, 5-3-94)
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HALIB, GBEJNIET U BRKOTTA VNoti Higbura Minn Fomm I-Anzjani.

minn Guido Lanfranco

L-ikel ta' missirijietna ma kienx fih lussu; il-bniedem
komuni kien jghix b'dak 1i jsib madwaru, u l-prodotti tar—-raba' u

tal-bhejjem kienu l-aktar gqrib lejh. ¥hux kulhadd kien ikollu
merhla naghag jew moghoz, izda kien hemm bosta 1i kellhom
wahidiet 11 kienu jservuhom ghall-bZonnijiet tal-familja. Kien

hemm mwin johrog ibiegh xi ftit halib fit-toroq biex jagla' xi
haga 2ghira. Ohrajn kienu jbieghu il-halib 1il min kien iridu
ghall-gbejniet jew irkotta. Bosta familji 1li kellhom in—naghag u
l1-moghoz taghhom kienu jaghmlu l-gbejniet ghalihom stess.

Il-prin¢ipju 11 fugu tibbaza il-produzzjoni tal-gbeini-
et huwa dan. Kull min jaf xi ftit bijologija, jaf 1i malli 1~
ikel jidhol mill-halg il-gquddiem, jibda fugu process bijokimiku
1i bih jigi simplifikat, jew fi kliem iehor, jghaddi mill-process
ta' digestjoni, biex wara' 1i jkun ghadda mill-istonku u l-imsa-
ren, jingabar mid-demm, f'forma aktar semplic¢i, u jittiehed fejn

hemm bzonnu fil-gisem. Dan ix—xoghol ta' simplifikazzjoni jew
digestjoni, isir possibbli permezz ta' fatturi kimic¢i ohra, 1-
enzimi, 11 jikkontrollaw perfettament dan il-process. Fost 1~
enzimi, 1i kollha ghandhom xoghol spe¢ifiku ghal kull tip ta'
ikel, fl-istonku hemm ir—-rennin. Din l-enzima tahdem fug 1il-

halib, u I-ewwel ma taghmel tghagqgdu. Ghalhekk, jekk estratt
minn go l-istonku, 1i jghidul tames, inziduh mal-halib, il-halib
jikkoagula, jigifieri jaghgad, u jifforma parti aktarx solida 1i
nghidulha bagqta, wu l-likwidu 1i jibga wara 1i jaghgad il-halib,
insejhulu xorrox.

Il-halib tan—-naghag fih aktar ghagda minn dak tal-

moghoz; tal—-moghoz huwa aktar hafif. Normalment, il-halib kienu
jpogguh ¢go xi kontenitur tal-fuhhar, u aktar gridb zmienna go xi
barmil jew banju, skond il-kwantita'. Izda aktar fil-gedem, Kkien
hemm min ihaffer zewg hofriet, hdejn xulxin hafna, fil-blat,

wahda aktar fonds mill—ohra, u kien ikun hemm togba tinfed mill-
hofra l-gholja ghal dik baxxa. Din jit-togba kienu jaghlguha b'xi
tapp tal-gilda jew tas—sufra. Il-halib kienu jpogguh fil-hofra
l-gholja, wu meta taghqad il-baqgta, jifthu it-tapp, u ix—xorrox
johrog ghal gol-hofra il-fonda. Il-parti maghguda, il-bagta,
titgieghed fil-gwieleb, jew bhal gfief ¢kejknin, u titgalleb
sakemm taghgad aktar. Biex jinxfu ipogguhom ghall-arja go xi
tilar mwmikxuf, imdendel mas—sagaf, u xi drabi o gannié¢ée (gisu
gagga tal-gasab), imdendel gqalb is-sigar jew f'xi kmajra apposta
bix-xgug fil-hitan jew twieqi, biex l-arja tghaddi sewwa.

L-irkotta hija uwkoll halib 1i jaghgad, izda mhux fug 1-
istess princ¢cipju. Il-halib jitgieghed fl-ilma bahar go borma
kbira jew kaldarun fug fuklar bil-faham jew hatab jagbad tahtu, u
Jaghgad wagqt 1i jhawduh bil-harrieka.

Ghalkemm jien niftakar sewwa il-moghoz fit-torog u fil-
kampanja taghna, u rajt ukoll min jaghmel il-gbejniet u Il-irkot-
ta, biex inkompli naghti aktar dettalji dwarhom issa nhalli fi
kliem nies 1i huma stess kienu nvoluti f'dan ix-xoghol. Dawn
1i gejjin huma partijiet relevanti minn intervisti 1i jien



ghamilt wmal-persuni koncternati. Billi kelli 1l-okkazjoni 1i
naghmel programmi fug ir-radju RTK dwar il-folklor, u ukoll il-
facilita' ta' "phone-ins' mis—-semmiegha, hadt l-opportunita' biex

inhajjar Jjitkellmu fuq suggetti varji, inkluzi dawn 1i gejjin.
Hawn issibu il-kliem 1i gbart minn ghand ghaxar min-nies; Hallejt
barra il-hafne wmistogsijiet u ir-rimarki 1i nkun ghamiltilhom
sakemm galuli dak 1i kont irrid jien.

"Konna dejjem inzommu moghza gor-razzett...kien ikollna
dejjem wahda nzommuha ghall-halib...forsi kien ikollna xi gidi 1
nhalluh ghat-tames ghall gbejniet...F'xi lerbgha niftakar lin-
nanna tahlibha go flixkun tal-luminata...f'xi Il-erbgha ta'
filghaxija...mbaghad Lkienet tibghatna dak 1il-hin stess intuh
lill-buznanna; kienet tghallih fug l-ispiritiera ta' bi tnejn.

Generalment kien dejjem ifur, u kif kien jibred, Thafna kienu
jaghmluh mal-kafe' tat-tisjir jew jixorbuh wahdu. U wn-nanna
taghna..l-Fgura,...kienhemm hafna jrabbu l-moghoz...irziezet, u
kienu Jmorru jbieghu 1il-halib lejn il-Kottonera, L-Isla,
Bormla...Il-Birgu kienu jinzlu. L-inhawi ta' Hal Tarxien kien
kolliu rziezet...kien kollu rahhala jghixu b dawn -

affarijiet...nifrtakar 1i ghat-tlieta Kkienu dejjem Jjinzlu
jbieghu" (A23,1)

"Jien kelli Il-mama' mietet ta' 89 sena xi sentejn ilu,

u niftakarha tghid 1i in-nannu kien bil-moghoz...u kien igajjim—
hom kmieni (lit-tfal), +ta' xi hames snin, imorru jirghu. U
tghidlek 1i dment kienet bil-moghoz tieghu, Kkienet +tiehdu 1-
halib, u kienet tghidilna, ...Dak halib! ...mhux 1i +tixorbul....

Meta qgatghet minn man-nannu u zzewget, gatt ma xorbot aktar
halib, ghax kienet temmen 1i meta tiehu dritt mwill-moghza kien

ikun vera halib...min jaf kemm dahget bina u tghidilna...Inthom
ilma +ttuhom lit-tfal, mhux halib!...Niftakar kien hemm wiehed
mill-Marsa...jiena lhagtu sew...kien Jigi bil-merhla...kienu
jghidulu Ta' Pespes... niftakar...u kien jghitilbom bl-isem 1ill-~
moghoz...Ejja Hamra!...Ejja Sewda!...u bhekk..." (A23,2)

"Jien kont nahlibhom il-moghoz...Fi 2mien, ommi u
missieri kienu jmorru jbieghu il-halib f'Tas-Sliema...u anke huti
I-kbar..uhud minnhom mietu...kellna fuq is-sebghin...Cmmi Kkienet
tlibbishom is—sarima biex ma jerdghux halibhom; kienu jlibbsu s-
sarima lill-gidien,....il-hrief taghhom.......gidien konna

nghidulhom...biex ma jerdghux il-halib t'ommhom...u nitfghuhom
m' ommhom, ghax ommhom kienet tnizzel hafna halib meta kien ikoll-
ha 1-gidi maghha, anki jmur ihokkilha s—sarima ma' sidirha.
Meta konna nahilbuhom konna hafna ahwa, kulhadd imur fir-rokna, u
l-moghoz 1i jahleb hu kienu jmorru kollha hdejh. Anke meta konna
nohorgu nirghuhom, meta niltagghu ma' merhla ohra tiskanta kif

kienu Jghaddu wminn go =xulxin, u xorta Jintghazlu. Konna
nghajtulhom bii~lagam ukoll. Kellna bitha kbira fein
nitimghuhom u nisguhom. Konna nigbru l—affarijiet anke ta' taht
il~harrub, Tharrub niexef, pal tal-bajtar ghall-frisk..bhal'llum
is—-sajf....f'xi l-ghaxra konna ngattghulbhom il~pal tal-bajtar u
ntuhulhom biex jekluh frisk...konna ntuhulhom tari...anke xieref,
kienu jekluh ukoll...konna naghtuhulhom il-harrub frisk. Ii-
kurdun t'ghonghom, dik konna nghidulha it-terha jew faxxa...mhux
dejjem l-istess..... ommi kienet taghmilhomlhom hi. Kienu jkunu

{(Il-moghoz) ma' kanal tal—-konkos mal-hajt biex Jjieklu...u Dbiex
norbtuhom kollha kienu jmorru f'posthom...kien ikollna 1-katina u
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norbtuhom minnha biex ma jitghallgqux...G6ie 1i kienu jgajmuna bil-
lejl... tkun ged titghallaqg xi wahda...kienet iddurilha
m' ghongha...anke kienet +tkun xi wahda bil-grun...1il ta' ma’

genbha ddahhlilha l-qgarn got—terha 1i jkollha w'ghongha....Malli
nisimghu l-ghajjat kulhadd iqum jigri, min jixghel il-fanal, min
Jixghel ix-xemgha...nagqalghulha ¢~¢inga 1i jkollha m'ghongha, jew
habel 1i jkollhom...Ommi kienet tgatta' d-drapp, taé—-¢raret u

tobromhom, bil-kuluri (ghat-terha)... Xienet +tbiegh il-halib
f'Tas—-Sliewa, ommi, u huti il-kbar kienu jbieghu il-halib f'Bir-
kirkara ukoll. (Il-mogho) kienu kollha bil-hin

taghhom...nitimghuhom, bil-hin taghhom...kien ikollok...l~angas
tohrog ma tkun tista'

“"U konna naghmlu l-gbejniet. Niftakar meta darba kienu

ghamlu xi srtrajk u ma hadux halib il-magna...konna ghamilna
hafna gbejniet, u bi¢¢a wminnhom konna ghamilnihom bil-
bzar...konna nnixfuhom fil-gannic¢é, fug il-bejt, u konna nekluhom
mbaghad. Kenna l-gidjiet, konna nrabbuhom, u mbaghad nehdulhom
it-tames, innixfuh mal-hajt; gabel nogtluh il-gidi konna
nreddghuh, biex it~tames ikun kbir...u jien min jaf kemm slaht
gidien...biex nekluhom, iva. {Biex innehhu 1-gilda) konna
nonfhuhom. . .nonfhuvhom wmwinn sagajhom...gie 1i kont nonfohhom bli-
imgarruna...kien 1ikun dak l-imgarrun it-twil...u wissieri Kkien
jghidli ..Ha nonfohhielek...u jien kont nislohhom...konna nagsmu-

hom winn 2zagghom, u (il-gilda) konna nifthuha, v il-gild
taghhom. .. jien ghandi basktijiet tal-gild tal-hrief...Ghax dak
(il-gild) tnixxifhom...l-ewwel taghmilhom fil-melh u mbaghad kont
issammaru mwa njama...taghmlu fix-xemx...tnehhilu dejjem ix=-
xaham...u jigi sabih..." (Aa23,3)

“Jien mwinn Hal Qormi...Meta kont 2ghir kont nigi wmill-
iskola...kien ikollna zewg moghziet jew wahda id-dar...ma Kkell-
niex razzett. Ghalga kellna, konna nmorru kuljum biha...norbtu-
hom wmwa' kantun...kien kantun apposta...u kien ikolina ig~
silla,...bil-habel twil, u tiekol 1i ntuha ahna whux 1i jkun hemm
mal-hajt...silla, tharrub, u hekk...kuljum wara 1i rnmorru d-dar
mill-iskola....Germanizi kienu jkunu, mhux Maltin...dejjem
Germanizi...konna nixtruvhom zaghar wu jikbru ghandna. Konna
nzommuha bhallikieku kellna bniedem...id~dar...nadifa
tazza...nehduha kull nhar ta' Sibt...kien ikollna I-hin ghaliha.
Halib ma xtrajna gatt minn barra. Ha nghidlek din...Ahna, minn
kif twelidt (xi hamsa u tletin sena ilu) gatt ma ghallejnieh 1il-
halib...ahna, kif jahleb missieri, dak il-hin stess, mit-tazza
nixorbu, konna, ghax qeghdin seba ahwa...6ie 1i kien Jjigi xi
zmien Jjghidilna...Illum il-halib narmuh, tixorbuhx...u ahna wmwa
konna nghidu xejn ghax forsi kienet taghmel xi hajta
demm...missieri kien Jjifhem hafna fihom. Darba minnhom...ha
nghidlek storja...kien Korpus, u kont sejjer biha 1l-ghalga 1il1-
Hadd filghodu, u tafx int, in-nies johorgu l-gsari barra...waqt
1i ghaddej biha marret fug gasrija tal-galletti u hatfitli zZewg
gsari...kont zghir jien...gibditni...u kien hemm pulizija gabhie~
1i d-dar hu..." (A23,5)

"Kont inbiegh il-halib tal-moghza...kont inmur wara I~
bibien, inhabbtilhom, generalment filghodu ghal xi s-seba u nofs
is-seba...u min jghidli....Ahlibuli bil-gawwi halli titla' dik
ir~-raghawa ghax inhobbha! u kien ikun hewmm min
jghidli ....Tahlibhilix bir-raghawa, ghax ikolli ftitl. ..
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Ghalhekk kont nahlibhom max—-xifer tat-tazza jew bott, Dbiex ma
jaghmilx dik ir-raghawa. U konna naghmlulhomn il-hanniega
m'ghonghom. .. tkun hamra u bajda...konna naghmlu gisha malja bic¢—
¢raret kuluriti u norbtuhomlhom m—ghonghom. Qanpiena gie 11
konna naghmlu xi wahda, imma mhux bil-kwantita', biex jibgghu
flimkien. Anki 1-ismijiet: Ejja Bajda!...Bjja Hamra!...Ejja
Bajda Bl-Iswed!... Kont nohrog zewg moghoziet jew wahda mieghi.
Konna nogghodu 1-Buskett...inmorru nirghuhon fil-wied...f1l-
gheliegi taghna...u konna nimxu kwazi sa Haz-Zebbug Jjew is-
Siggiewi bihom...nirghuhom...

"y naghmlu l-gbejniet ahna, konna...u kont nohrog
inbiegh il-bajd u l-qoffa bil-gbejniet...Il-gbejniet tan—naghag,
tal-wmoghoz, u gle 1i kellna tal-bagar. Ommi, Alla Jjahfrilha,

mietet xi xahar u nofs ilu, kienet tiehu dik ir-raghawa tal-
bagta...ma nitilfuhiex, u ftit mill-wie¢¢ taghha, kollox f'daqqa,
u mbaghad taghmlilna platt bil-ftiet tal-hobz, twaddbilna din
fuqu, ftit =zokkor, u tghidx kemm kienet tkun tajba...xi tliet
ku¢carini jew mgharfa zokkor...u konna nieklu kull platt 1i wma

nghidlekx!...Il-halib konna nghalluh..." (A23,6)

"Dak l—armar 1i fuqu kienu jpoggu il-gbejniet  biex
Jinxfu, gannié¢é nghidulu...... kien ¢att, wu wbaghad imdendel
b'erba' Thbula. Dan kienu jpogguh fil-kamra tal-bejt, kellha
zewg twieqi guddiem xulxin dejjem miftuhin, u kienu jdendluh mas-
sagaf, u dejjem jinxfu. Gie 1i kienu jdawruhom biex ma jimmuf-
fawx..... ikun hemnm gang idendluh mieghu. (Il-gbejniet) kienu
jahdmuhom isfel kellu kamra fil-bitha....kelluv dixxy fejn il-
gwieleb kienu dejjem igattru..." (A22,3)

"Kien ikollna n—naghag taghna...kien ikollna t-
tames...niehdu nmgharfa Jjew tnejn...tal-haruf...konna noqtluh.
Nerfghuh u naghmiuh fil-mwelh (l-istonku)...nitfghulu melh mill-
ohxon...naghmluh go pagna zghira tal-fuhhar. Torbtu minn tarf u
iehor bi spaga (l-istonku), nitfghuh go pagna tal-fuhhar bil-melh
ohxon...u dejjem jerhi l-ilma minnu...u ntellghu xi Zzewg maghref
skond kemm ikollna kwantita' ta‘ halib... (Il-halib) titfaghlu xi
zewg maghref minn dak il-likwidu tat-tames....thawdu b'imgharfa u
tarah jibda jaghgad. Kien ikollna bramel apposta taz-zingu...u
kien ikollna dawk il-qwieleb tal-gasab...mbaghad nibbuttjaw xi
tuzzana gwieleb go dixx biex dejjem johrog meta taghmillu x-

XOrrox. Li jaghgdu taglibhom b'idejk, mbaghad ikollock barmil
iehor taghmilhom fih biex dejjem jerhi x-xorrox bis—-salmura. U
meta kien ikollna kwantita' kbira konna nnixfuhom gol-

gannic¢e. .. kien ikun tal-gasab...gol-bitha tar-razzett...bil-
habel...imdendla. Mbaghad winhabba l-insetti nghattuh b'bictta
filoxx...u dejjem thallihom jinxfu. Jigu gbejniet bojod mbaghad
dawk 1i rridu naghmluhom bil-bzar u 1-hall...naghmluhom fil—
vazetti tal-hgieg ...nitfghulhom il-hall, il-bzar u z-zejt...u
jsiru tal-bzar" (A22,4)

"Meta kelli xi ghaxar snin, gie 1i kien ikollna anke
bagqra tahleb, u jekk ikollha l-ghogol, avolja jkun sar il-hin
biex nahilbuha, jekk ikollha l-ghogol kienet terfghu; jekk tmur
fejna biex tahlibha terfghu konna nghidulha, u mbaghad ingibulha
l1-ghogol biex jibda jerda', u mbaghad inkomplu ahna.



Hofor ghall Dbagta u xX-xorrox
fil Wardi ja
(ritratt ta' Guido Lanfranco, 18-5=70 )
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Issa l-gbejniet konna naghmluhoim aktarx tan—-naghag u
tal-bagra mhalltin. It-tames huwa stonku...jista' jkun anke ta’
ghogol...ikun kbir...anzi ireddghuhom gabel biex ikun fih g&gur,
biex jimtela. Mbaghad, meta jogtluh, idendluh (l-istonku)} fl-
arja, u mbaghad jaghmluh fil-melh...u meta jkunu Jjridu I-gqtar,
dak gtar nghidulu karma...dak 1i nhalltu mal-halib...allura dak
ikun it-tames. Dak 1-istonku innizzluh go l-ilma ghal tlitt-
ijiem jew hekk, u dak l-ilma jew tames jergghu inixxfuh u jergghu
juzawh darb'ohra. Allura jiehdu, jikkalkolaw kuc¢c¢arina jew tnejn
skond kemm ikollhom halib. Il-halib ma jridx ikun ilu mahlub;
irid ikun ghadu b'dik it-temperatura, ghax la jiksah ma jaghqadx;
dak nghidulu gtar ahna. Issa mbaghad, meta jigi biex jaghgad,
jinghazel, allura dak 1i jintaghzel minnu, dak I-ilma, nghidulvu
XOrrox. Issa dak, l—iehor, nghidulu bagta, dik 1i tibga' 1i se
taghmel il-gbejniet minnha. Mbaghad kellna l-gwieleb...Il-bagta
tingata' bi¢¢a bi¢ca bl-imgharfa u jgeghduha fil-galeb. Wera
forsi kwarta, jew hekk, tagbad idek hekk, tagqglibha fug idek...u
tistghageb min ikun tas-sena....trid iggibhom ezatti...mbaghad
ihalluhom jogghodu dagsxejn, nghidu ahna, mbaghad jew jitfghulhom
melha fughom, je 1inkella mbaghad jagalghuhom mil x'jismu..u
jaghmel is-salmura...Is-salmura, biex ikunu Jjafu hix ezatta,
kienu jaghmlu bajda; jekk izzomm fil-wi¢¢ (il-bajda) kienet tkun
ezatta. Jien meta kelli ghaxar snin kienu jibghatuni r—Rabat
bihom...konna nsibu hanut 1i jixztrihom...da zgur, mela, gie 11
hadt erbat—artal fug rasi...gishom dawk tal-hut...sal-hin ta' 1-
iskola...ghax mbaghad kont irrid inmur l-iskola jien. Min irid
inixxifhom...dak gannice nghidulu...miftuh...tal-qgasab...meta
kienu jaghmlu dak il-maghlug, dak probabbli ghax kienu jnixxfuhom
taht il-harruba, ghax dak aktar tigi tajba...jigu
tajbin...spe¢jalment fir-rih fug." (A22,5)

"Kelli Thbieb tieghi, kellhom nanniethom jew =zijiethom
jaghmlu l-irkotta. Meta Xkonna nispic¢t¢aw 1-iskola, kelli xi
ghaxar snin, missieru kellu ziemel, u minn Hal Ghaxaq Kkonna
nmorru Hal Safi, iz—-Zurrieq, Hal Kirkop, nigbru l-halib. f'Hal
Ghaxaq kellna xi hmistax il-wiehed isajru l-irkotta. Kienu
jghajtu...Ghar-ravjul!...il-bi¢¢a l-kbira ma kontx tifhimhom...u
kien ikollhom il-galeb tas—-simar; u niftakar kien ikollu ghatu
tal~landa tal-kunserva u mghawweg minn 2ewg nahat, kien jigi gisu
forma ta' trijanglu, u b'naha tond, u kien jagta' bih,
niftakar...u kien jigzinhulek bil-migzien...bil-kwart, nofs kwart,
nofs ‘'‘rtal. Konna nmorru l-bahar mieghu biex igib 1l-ilma bahar
biex isajjerha...u dejjem igib ilma car.

"Kellu 1-fuklar u kaldarun tar—ram, imma minn gewwa
kien ikun ibbanjat bl—-istann...kien jiehdu ghand xi landier jew
x1 hadd jibbanjah. Il-fuklar kien ikun mibni bil-gebel; idahhal
il-hatab tahtu...zkuk tal-harrub niftakarhom. Il-kaldarun kien
ikun giex piedi dijemetru u kien ikun xi giex piedi u nofs fond.
Kien 1ikollu gisha xkupa tal-gummar, kienu jghidulha Tharrieka,
biex Jjogghod ihawwad biha. Niftakarhom jew fil-bitha ta' wara’

jew fil-mandra guddiem il-~bieb fejn ir-razzett, kien ikollu
mannara kbira, marlogg gisu ta' maghZzga; kienet tagta' minn Zewg
nahat; kien 1ikollha xifer vertikali u iehor orizzontali...ix-

xfarijiet ta' din il-mannara kienu jkunu kontra xulxin, biex jekk
iz—zokk jigih il-linja mieghu, itih b'dik 1i tkun ezatt fug iz~
zokk...jekk iz—-zokk jigih parallel mieghu hi u tiela' kien idaw-
warha biex xorta jtiehielu f'nofsu d-daqgqga.
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“L—ilma bahar irid dejjem igibu minn tal-gurnata. Meta
kien ikun maltemp minn Marsaxlokk jew Birzebbuga, minn Hal Ghaxaq
gie 1i kienu jmorru 1-Kalkara biz-ziemel biex igibu l-ilma.

Kienu jghidu 1i jekk thallih, ma taghqgadx l-irkotta...irid ikun
frisk. (A25,3)

"Qabel ii-gwerra, fug il-fuklar, konna naghmlu l-irkot-
ta. Kellna fuklar kbir u kellna bhal tank jidhol go fih...u t-
tank konna nehduh nibbanjawh biex l-irkotta ma tehilx. L-ewwel
ma konna nitfghu kien l1-ilma bahar jishon, u mbaghad konna nmorru
nbieghu l-irkotta 1-Isla, gabel il-gwerra. L-ewwel ma nitfghu 1-
ilma bahar...ingabbdu n—-nar, ...sewwa?...imbaghad nitfghu Il-ilma
bahar fil-fuklar...imbaghad jishon...konna naghmlu d-dqiqg...bil-
gies..naghtu kaz naghmlu kejla dgiq...insahhnu 1-halib ukoll;
nerfghu il-halib bl-ilma bahar, inhawduh, nitfghuh go
fih...mitfghu il-kumplament tal-halib kollu u nibdew inhawdu.
Ikollna bhal xkupa donna minn dawn tal-antiki tal-
ghangbud. . .nogoghdu nhawdu bil-mod il-mod, u mbaghad tibda tara-
ha, l-irkotta, titla' fil-wi¢e...tkun geghda taghgad. Il-halib
kien ikun tan-naghag u tal-bagar...kellna zewg bagriet u ghoxrin
naghga. Missieri kien jaghmilli kwart kwart....kelli xi tnax
il-sena...gabel il-gwerra, u kont inmur inbiegh jien...hu Kkien
imur banda u jien inmur ohra....bil-bixkilla wiesa'. Missieri
kien jaqtaghha bil-harira, jagbad karta strazza, jixhetha fugha,
u kemm titolbu jizinlek irkotta. Insomma, meta kienet taghgad
din, wma tkomplix thawwad...Inhalluha dags hamwes minuti togghod.
Meta togghod tarha titla' kollha fil-wié¢¢, u mbaghad kellna gisha
mgharfa kbira bit-togob, biex meta ndahhluha hekk, ix-xorrox
johrog. Ikollna l-gwielaq, jigifieri tal-
irkotta, ...filghaxija, meta nigbruha, nixhtuha hekk, u mbaghad
intellighuha ghall-frisk, nghattubha, u mbaghad nigbru x-xorrox.
Fix—xorrox Jjibga' dawk il-frakijiet...nigbruh ukoll...dak ikun
ghalih...Ix-xorrox, dak iz-2mien, konna naghtuh 1lill-majjali

jekluh...ghax 1ikun xorrox b'nagqra rkotta, u hekk kienu jekluha.
Mbaghad filghodu konna narmaw iz-ziemel u nmorru go l—ibliet...go
i-Isla, nbieghuha bl-uZzin. Konna nghajtu...Tajba ghar-
ravjul!....Taiba ghar...—-...ra...vjull... Dak 1i jkun jghajjat—
lek jew jordnalek gurnata gabel, spet¢jalment meta kienet tigi xi
festa, langas konna nlahhqu...biex jaghmlu r-ravjul...; kuljum
kellna naghmlu.

“"Ii-bhejiem kuljum trid tahlibhom..... Bormla, int u
diehel, hekk, ghall-Birgu, kienhemm wiehed...u kellu s~
silg...konnna nmorru ghandu...kien Jjibgalna gqaleb, naghmluh

ghandu...inhalluh ghandu...u wmbaghad inmorru l-ghada, jew il-
pitghada, meta jkollna b2zonn, u taf 1il mwin konna nbieghuha dik?
1i1 tal-pastizzi....mhux biex jaghmlu t-torti....ghax tal-
pastizzi, bhal dik, aktar kien jixridha, ghax kienet tkun =xotta.
Fil-gwerra bzajna, u flok inmorru ahna, iz-Zejtun stess, fejn il-

knisja, konna narmaw mejda, u huma u ghaddejjin in-nies, kienu
jixtru... U gie 1i konna nixtru 1l-halib, nghidulu tal-
merhla, ...ikunu nies jigbru dawn il-moghoz...gie 1i gibna 1~
halib minn hemm. Meta il~halib taghne kien ikun nagqra skars,
gie 1li hallatnih il-halib...tal-moghoz ma' +tan-naghag...nghidulu
tal—-merhla. Afhna gie 1i kellna hmistax il-galeb...sittax; il-
galeb kien jinhadem bis-simar...issa tal-plastik... Fil-gwerra

kienu gabdu jaghmluha bit-trab tal-halib...ahna gatt ma ghamilni-
ha hekk.



"Jien kont inbiegh il-halib ukoll...u kont inbiegh il-

halib lill-gvern. Kont inbiegh i2-Zejtun fit—-toroq....filghodu
u wara nofsinhar. Wara nofsinhar kont nohrog bihom nirghhom.
Kont naghmlilhom Hoj!...Hoj!...Hoj!...u jigru warajja. Gie 1li
kont intihom isemw, bhal ...Ta'-Karmnu,.... ghax inkun xtrajtha

minn ghand Karmnu; is-—-sarima kont naghmilbielhom meta nohrog
bil-halib, ghax xi nies dutturi kienu jibzghu 1i joborxulhom il-

hajt;...ukoll biex ma jeklux karti...; izda aktar minhabba 11
bi¢c¢iet minnhom, il-moghoz imorru mal-hajt...u ma tridx
tafdhom...dan ikun hemm xi wahda tal-hanut ikollha xi naqra tal-
haxix barra imorru jehduhulhom..." (A24,5)

Referenzi: Recordings 1i ghamilt jien waqt il-programmi tieghi
fug 1-RTK dwar il-folklor, wagt 1i kien ikun isir il-programm
"Bejnietna" produzzjoni ta' Susan Mulvaney. Mhux kulhadd ikun
irid jghid x'jismu jew minn fejn bhu, ghalhekk ged naghti biss 1-
informazzjoni 1i stajt nigbor. Dawn in—-numri ta' referenza 1i

gejjin jagblu ma' dawk 11 ghandi jien fug ir-registri tieghi ta'
casettes dwar folklor lokali.

A22 (13 ©Lulju 1993) 3:mara anzjana; 4: mara anzjana; 5: ragel
anzjan.

A23 (20 Lwulju 1993) 1: mara anzjana, Fgura; 2: mara anzjana; 3:
mara anzjana; 5: ragel anzjan, Qormi; 5: mara anzjana, Busket.

A24 (25 Mejju 1994) 5: ragel anzjan.

A25 (1 Gunju 1994) 3: Frans Farruga, Ghaxaq.
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FRATELLANZA TAL - MADONKA TaAL - KARITA® FIL ~ BIRGU
Lorenzo Zahbra

Dan it—titolu tal-Madonna tal-Karita' dahal fostna I~
ewwel, fil-belt il-gadima ta' Malta, il-Birgu. L—-Ghagqda, f'isem
il-Madonna, biex tghin lill-foqra, bdiet fil-parro¢ta tal-Birgu,
meta din kienet stabbilita fil-knisja tal-Patrijiet Dumnikani,
billi l-knisja ta' San Lawrenz kienet tinsab f'idejn 1-Ordni tal-
Kavallieri. Kienet bdiet fil—-1544, izda f1-1580 kienet lura
fil-knisja ta' San Lawrenz, fi 2zmien Gargallo, 1i kien hareg
digriet biex jikkonferma l-fratellanza. Fil-knisja tad-Dumnikani
fil-Birgu stess riedu 1i tibga' fratellanza bhalha, 1i allura
giet ukoll imwaggqfa, izda taht l-isem tar—-Ruzarju.

Ix-xoghol ta‘' dawn il-fratelli kien biex jghinu 1lill-
fogra u jidfnu l-mejtin. Kienu ghalhekk jigbru ghall-karita' wu
jagassmu 1-hobz. f1-16058 1-isqof kien gabilhom diversi
indulgenzi spe¢jali u fi1-1615 il-fratellanza kienet maghquda ma'
dik tal-knisja ta‘' San Glormu ta' Ruma. KXienu akkwistaw statut
f1-1659 u hames snin wara, bdew dehlin piki bejnhom u bejn dawk
tar—~Rozarjanti, dwar min kellu l-pre¢edenza minnhomn.

Ix-xoghol so¢jali tal-fratellanza kien mehtieg ukoll fi
bliet wu <rhula ohra ta' Malta, u bdew jitwaggfu fratellanzi
bhalhom l1'hawn u 1'hinn. Hekk, f1-1589 +twaggqfet wahda fiz-
Zejtun, f1-1610 fil-Belt Valletta, fl1-1655 gewwa Hal Ghaxagq, fl—
1695 f'Haz-zebbug, f1-1715 fil-belt ta' L-Isla, f1-1758 fir-Rabat
ta' 1-Imdina, u f1-1781 gewwa Birkirkara.

Dik ewlenija tal-Birgu kiemet originat mill-fundatur
taghha tal-familja Testaferrata, familja nobbli 1i kienet fil-
Birgu. Fil-fratellanza kellu jkun hemm sittax il-fratell wu
rettur, u dawn ma kellhom ihallsu l-ebda annwalita' ghax din
kienet ga fundata mill-fundatur. Bizzejjed kien is-servizz
taghhom lejn il-fqajrin. Il-fratellanza Vittoriosana kienet
mhux biss ta' ghajnuna ghall fqar, imma kienet fratellanza
spetjali ghax fil-protessjoni il-fratelli kellhom ii-baeili.

Dawn il-bac¢ili, 1i fl-imghoddi kienu jissejhu trijonfi,
kienu treys imzejnin bi statwi gaddisa, u dekorati bi Thbejziet

zghar kull fejn tara. L~origini kienet, 1li dawn kienu johorgu
ta’ spiss igassmu l-hobz, imma nhar 1il-festa, it—-trays kienu
jkunu imZzejnin bl-istatwetti ud-dekorazzjoni, u il-hobz kien

jitgassam wara.

Il-fratelli kienu bl-imhatra wmwin izejjen il-bac¢il

tieghu 1-isbah. Wagt il-pro¢essjoni il-fratell kien izomm it-
tor¢a f'idu, waqgt 1i kien ikun hemm persuna ohra gquddiemu bil-
kunfratija, izzomm it—trijonf jew batil tieghu. Il-libsa tal-

fratelli kienet sempgli¢iment kunfratija bajde, izda £f1-1797,
kienu nghataw 1i jilbsu l-muzzetta krema bl-insinji tal-karita’
fugha, billi dik il-habta hafna fratellanzi ohra bdew jiehdu I1-
muzzetta wkoll.

Il-proc¢essjoni kienet issir fit—tieni Hadd ta' Mejju.
Lfistatwa l-gadima, 1i kienet ukoll imlibbsa, kienet giet sostit-
wita, u l-gadima wiehed jista' jara ir-ras taghha fil-muZew par—
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rokkjali tal-Birgu. Il-vara saret ¢gdida minn Darmanin, izda
minn wara l-gwerra l-hawn gatt aktar ma saret din il-festa, u 1=
fratellanza ¢giet meqgruda. Il-bacili, lejlet il-festa, Lkienu

jittienhdu kollha fil-knisja tat—-Trinita' 11 kienet fi Strada San
Lorenzo, u mbaghad kienet +tmur il-banda Duke of Edinburgh
ghalihow, jghaddu mill-Pjazzetta, it-Trig ta' L-Abatija, u jdurwu
lejn il-parrocca. L-ghada, nhar il-festa, kienu ghaxga dawk it-
trijonfi sbieh, fil-proctessjoni unika f'Malta. Kienu Jingabru
hafna nies biex jarawhom ghaddejin fil-proc¢essjoni, akkumpanjati
mill-banda.

Niftakar x'uhud mill-fratelli 1i kellhom dawn 1il-
bac¢ili; uhud nafhom b~isimhow, ohrajn bil-lagam, u hawn insemmi-

hom ghall-gieh ta' l-istorja: Kienu Benjamin, ta' Wenzu Dalmas,
ta' Barbara, ta' Renzu Cacciottolo, Ruffini l-iskultur, Bartel-
min, Rafel il-Pejxu, tal-Hall, u ta' Saburas. Naturalment ir-

rettur kien Jjakkumpanja fin-nofs bid-distintiva tal-fidda fug
sidru, waqt 1i fil-processjoni kien ikun hemm fratell bis-
surgentina f'idu halli jmexxi l-protessjoni huwa.

Min ikun irid jara l-uniku wiehed minn dawn it—-trijonfi
jew bac¢ili Jjista' Jjaghmel Zzjara fil-muzew tal-parrocca, fl-
oratorju ta' San Guzepp fil-Birgu, fejn ghad baga dan il-bacil-
ghall-wiri.

Fil-muzew parrokkjali tal-Birgu (ritratt 15-2-1992, G.Lanfranco)



b

Bacil tal-Fratellanza tal-Karitd

1i ghadu jidher fil-muzew tal-
parrocca tal-Birgu.

(Rritratt ta' Guido Lanfranco  15-2-92 )
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TMIEN HELU TAL - PASSAT
Paul Portelli

I1i zwien inhares lejn il-passat, u ghadu stampat
f*mohhi. Ghalkemm hu zZmien passat, ma ninsih gatt, u halla tant
memorji 1i ghadnmi ngho2zhom, meta naghmel paragun bejn 2mien
tfuliti u z-zmien ta' 1llum. Nara bahar jagsam ta' differenza.
Illum it-tfal ghandhom minn kollox, u hafna minnhom mhumiex
kuntenti, u abna konna nghaddu hajje semplie¢i ta' dixxiplina u
ubbidjenza lejn il-genituri u superjuri taghna.

Xi hamsin jew sittin sena ilu, il-Belt Valletta Kkienet
bhal familja wahda. Jien twelidt fi Strada San Nicola. Daz-
zmien xejn ma tixbah kif kienet...dik il-parti ta' guddiem it-
twiegi tal~kunvent tad-Dumnikani. Kont bilkemm ghadni nilbagq
mal-gallarija, il-patrijiet kienu jsejhuli u jghiduli xi Thaga.
Billi missieri kien maghruf sewwa maghhom, partitarju Dumnikan
pessmu, u minnhom kellu hafna hbieb, anki xi tofija gie 1li wadd~-
buli.

Sewwasew guddiemna kien hemm in—nic¢éa tal-Madonna tar-
Ruzarju. Kont nara wiehed mill-girien jitla' kuljum fug sellum,
inaddaf il-hgieg tan—nic¢ca, jixghel u jpoggi 1-fjuri guddiembha.
Ftit aktar il-fuq kien hemm statwa ta' San Duminku, 1% fil-festa

kienet tizzejjen bil-karti u fjuri sofer u homor. Dawn in—nictet
ghadhom Themm sa 1llum. Hafna min-ni¢e¢ kienu jixgheluhom bil-
lumini. Dawn kienu tazza mimlija nofsha ilma u nofsha zejt 1i

jitla' fil-wie¢, u l-lumina kienet tkun bié¢¢a mic¢ta bejn tliet
bic¢ceiet sufri. Xienu ukoll juzaw ix—xemgha tal-pakketti.

Fug 1il-bitha ta' gewwa, kellna gallarija tal—hadid
mikxufa, taghti ghall bitha ta' tabtna. Kellhom fekruna ta’'
tahtna, u kont indum is—-sieghet inhares lejha, iddahhal u tohrog
rasha ghall kull Thoss 1i tisma'. Xi erba' ©bibien il-fug
minnha, kien hemm ¢ertu Xelinu tal-Pitrolju; kellu kantina mnejn
ibiegh il-pitrolju wu l-faham. XKien ghad hawn Thafna familji
jsajru fugq il-kenur. Ghall-faham kienu jgibu gewlag jew Dbasket
tat—¢tarruta 1i kienu juzaw ghalhekk biss. Kelinu kien gsajjar,
¢cajtier, Dbil-berritta wu s-sidrija, bil-gorg u mustac¢ei rgag;
kellu wi¢eéu u idejh suwed gisu tork. Il-pitrolju kienu Jigu
jizxtruh go xi1 landa, u ukoll fil-fliexken; mhux l-ewwel darba 1i
xi tarbija spittat hazin ghax xorbot il-pitrolju 1i fil-flixkun
tkun hasbitu hag'ohra. Kelinu kien il~hin kollu tiela' u niezel
inewwel. Kellu kanarin imdendel f'gagga ma‘® grampun; kont
nghidlu jaghtihuli, u dejjem jghidli ...La jitwallu denbu.

Mal—-fattata l-ofira kienu jogoghdu 2zewg familji 1i kienu
johorguni maghhom. Wahda, fejn l-omm kienet dejjem fug siggu
hdejn il-bieb. Dawn kienu jgattghu hajjithom hekk, il-knisja u
d-dar. Kull bieb kien ikoliu grada ta' l-injam, jew jekk +tkun
tal-benestanti tal-hadid elaborat. Din kienet generalment
tingala' wu jdahhluha gewwa meta jaghlqu l-bieb filghaxija. L~
omm kellha 2ewg bniet u tnejn ohra subien. Kienet tara wminn
ghajn wahda; dak iz-Zmien ma kienx hawn il-kura ta' issa, u kont
tara bosta mankamenti. Wahda mix—xebbiet, Mimi’, kienet hajjata
prima, l-ohra, Pawla, kienet iddogqg bic¢ce¢iet popolari fug il-pjanu
1i kienu joghogbuni, bhal "0 Sole Mio", "Santa Lucia", u ohrajn.
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Il~familja 1l-ohra kienet l—omm, bintha Mary 1i kienet hajjata,
Rose 1i kienet tiehu hsieb id-dar u x—xiri, u l-guvintur Victor u
Romeo. Dan ta' l-ahhar kien dilettant tal-mandolina, u xi drabi
kien jghallimni ndoggha. Kellu gramofon gqisu kabinett, bi
tromba enormi u fejn terfa' d-diski taht; kellu kaxxa tal—landa
fejn izomm il-labar 1i kienu jdoqqu d-diska, 1i kellha stampa ta'
kelb jissemma' go gramofon.

Mill-Barrakka ta' Fug, kont nara, filghaxija, numru
kbir ta' fregati tal—-gwerra mixghulin. Kont tisma' tisfira 1li
kienu jsaffru l-bahrin. Il-~gallariji tal-fregati il-crow’s nest,
kienu jkunu fil-gholi hafna, aktar mill-ghola sur. Ukoll ghadu
stampat f'mohhi il-loghob tas—~searchlights, u xi drabi il-baned
ta' abbord. Trid timmagina dawk il-vapuri tar-rmonk, ihallu
warajhom dik ir-rimja fil-bahar kalm, mizbughin homor u bojod.
Kont tisma' ukoll il-hsejjes tal-magni u l-muturi. Barra minn
dan, wiehed ma jistghax ma jsemmix il-muvimenti 1-ohra, bhal
vapuri tal-merkanzija 1i kienu isorgu taht is-sur ta' Santa
Barbara, u d-dghajes u l-lanet... Tal-karrozzini u tad—-dghajes
ukoll kienu jagalghu l-ghixien taghhom tajjeb, gejjin u sejrin
bejn il-Belt u 1-XKottonera...erhilhom jghajtu...."Cabby
Sirl!"..."Dghajsa Sir!" Kuljum filghaxija kont nara in Knight of
Malta ghaddej, mixghul, imur Sqgallija. Kienu xeni u hsejjes 1i
jattiraw l-attenzjoni ta' wiehed ¢kejken bhali, u ghadhom f'mohhi
gishom, il-bierabh.

U =xi nghidu ghall-lifts...wiehed tiela' wu Il-iehor
niezel. L-art proprja ghall-lift kienet maghmula bhal spe¢i ta’
palk ta' l-injam, sped¢i ta' pont. Kont nara x—-xguqg ta' bejn 1-
injam, u minn dak l-gholi tghidx kemm kont mnibza'....il-karrozzi
u I-karrozzini hemm isfel kienu jidhru gishom Dinky Toys. Il~
1lift bilkemm kien ikun ghadu wagaf fug, 1i l-bahrin ma JagbZzux
minn fuqu biex johorgu jigru winnu. Kellu zewg riklami kbar
in-naha 1li taghti ghat-triq il-gdida; wiehed The Times of Malta u

Jdehor Il-Berga. Fug is—sagaf kien hemm bhal missen hut b'sel-

lum tal-hadid, biex l-impjegati jistghu jitilghu u jinzlu. Il-
biljett kien jiswa sold. Taht 1il-1ift konna nghidulu 2z~
tiguzaijg. Fil-Barrakka kien ikun hemm tfal jilghabu harba jew
il-passju, Jjew idawru ¢irku kbir billi jaghtuh dagga ta' mnjama,
minbarra xi ftit namrati fl-irkejjen...u l-anzjani jitkazaw
bihom...mur ¢gibhom illum x'kienu jghidu! Kien ikun hemm min
ibiegh i¢-¢ic¢ri, ful u karawett, izomm goffa bil-ghalag. Ohrajn
kienu joqoghdu idawru I-klieb.

Taht il-gallarija tal-hadid tal-Barrakka ta' Fug, kont
tilmah xi nofs tuzzana kanuni, u bejniethom munzell balal, boteil
tal-hadid, irrangati bhal piramida. Din kienet is—Saluting
Battery, kif kien hemm ukoll miktub bl-iswed fug l-abjad fug il-
hajt. Kont tara wkoll min jiehu r—ritratti, u jizvilupphom dak
il-hin stess. Il~kamera kienet tkun tal-injam, kwadrata, tistrih
fuq tripied. Kien ikollu bhal purtiera sewda biex idahhal rasu
tahtha, u kien jghid 1ill-klijenti, one, two, three, u mat-
three tittagalgux. Ghad hemm il-kjosk bis-siggijiet u 1-im—
wejjed tal-hadid, barra, fejn wiehed kien jista' jiehu ruggata,
gelat jew orange crush.

Dak i2-2zmien kienet haga komuni tara tabelli tal-kar-
tun, fug il-bibien tad~djar .."Si Loca” jew “To Let", spetjalment
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ghall-villeggatura. Missieri kien Jjikrilna post ghas—sajf
f'Tas—Sliema, 11 ghadu jezisti sa llum hdejn 1l-Plaza Regency
Hotel. Ezatt kif tagsam it-triq, kien hemm familja jaghmlu 1-
imgaret, jagsmulek galbek bir-riha. Tahthom ezatt kien jezisti
razzett b'hafna gasab, +tassew helu u pittoresk. Dan illum
spi¢ta, minhabba 1i haewn sar gnien u playground; hawn insibuh
bhala 1-Exiles. Niftakar kif wasalna f'dan il-post ta’
villeggatura, 1il hija z-zghir Vince, serrBbuh ma siggu wieqgaf
sakemm jisbarazzaw, u telaqg jimxi wahdu! Dak iz-2Zmien kienet
haga ta' ferh meta tarbija titlag timxi, u skantaw; iz—~zija
Karmena qalet “Ghad jitwieldu jitkelmu!". Hawn filghaxija
konna nohorgu passiggata ghall-frisk kif kienu jaghmlu Thafna
familji ohraljn.

Fil-Hdud, missieri kien jehodna ghand Vitor tal-Vetta,
f' San Pawl il-Bahar, ghax kienet maghrufa ghall fniek u spagetti
tajbin. Lili 1-inbid kienu jhalltuhuli shandy mal~-luminata.
Dak iz—zmien il-bahar kien kollu ¢ar dags il-krisrtall. It-trig
1i tiehu ghax—-Y¥emxija u l-Armier kienet dejga Thafna, bilkemm
tghaddi =xarabank ta' 1lum. Filghaxija kien jitla ragel mal-
fanali tal-pitrolju jew zejt, bis—sellum, u jixghel id-dwal, ghax

f'dawk l-inhawi l-elettriku kien ghadu ma wasalx. Wara 1l-ikel,
meta nmorru nistriehu, Vitor kienet tippomwpja l—-isprej tal-Flit
kontra d-dubbien, u taghlagq il-kamra biex dawn imutu. Biex

tisprejja kien ikolla landa ¢ilindru twil bil-bott iehor imwahhal
mieghu 1i jimlewh bil-velenu, u fugqu kellu stampa ta' dubbiena.
Ghal—lum niegfu hawn u nkomplu darb' ohra....... .o

Hota Ta®' Apprezzament

Is-Sur Paul Portelli temm il-kitba tieghu:
"....u nkomplu darb’ ohra.......... " Izda d—destin kiefer
ried 1i din id-darb'ohra mhix se tasal. Is-Sur Portelli, 1i
kien wukoll membru attiv tal-kumitat tal-Ghagda tal-Folklor miet
fil- 5 ta' Ottubru 1994. Rapprezentanti tal-kumitat taghna, wagt

xita ‘torrenzjali, marru jassistu ghall-quddiesa u wkoll fié-
¢imiterju. Paul kien sikwit jikteb fl-Imnara dwar l-esperjenzi
tieghu ta' l-imghoddi u jipparte¢ipa f'wirjiet. Minbarra 11

naghlu l-kondoljanzi taghna 1111 familja tieghu, niftakru fih
vkoll fit-talb taghna. R.I.P.
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IL-LEGGENDA TAD-DAR IL-KAHLA FL-ISLA

Angelo Dougall

Ilu ftit, il-Ministeru tat-Turizmu ppublika fuljett,
"The Cottonera...The Roots of Malta", 1i fih insibu taghrif
turistiku dwar il-Kottonera; fost l-ohrajn insibu, fl-Isla, post
immarkat fuq il-mappa "Senglea, (4)", bhala "Cagliostro's resi-
dence' (residenza ta' Cagliostro). Dan il-post mghadux jezisti
aktar, ghax safa vittma tal-blitz fl-1941!

U hafna jistagsu, min kien Cagliostro?....Ma nistghux
nirreferu ghal dan il-bniedem mill-aktar notorju bla ma nitkellmu
fug leggendi folkloristi¢i fl-Isla, dwar id-dar fejn jinghad 1i
kien jogghod dan il-bniedem sahhar, bla ma nidhlu dagsxejn fil-
folklor ta' dik il-belt, u dwar x'kien jinghad gabel Il-abhar
gwerra dinjija hemmekk.

I1-Konti Alessandro Cagliostro ghex fis—seklu tmintax;
twieled f'Palermo f1-1743, ghalkemm xi storié¢i jsostnu wkoll 1i

seta!’ twieled hawn Malta! Kien Jjismu Giuseppe Balsamo.
F'hajtu kien maghruf hafgna ghas—sharijiet u ghall-kult tal-
magija sewda. Waggaf hafna logog ghal dan l-iskop, wu ghall-
lagghat ta' setet moghtija ghar-ritwali tal-okkultizmu f'hafna
hbit ta' 1-Ewropa. Il-fama tieghu dwar dan xterdet ma' fl-
Ewropa kollha ta' dak iZ-zmien. Kien bniedem bla skrupglu,

halliel, +ta' karattru mill-aghar, u hajtu ntemmet f1-1795,
f'mizerja kbira, gol-habs ta' San Leo fl-Italja.

Fil-bidu tal-karriera tieghu, Cagliostro ghex ghal xi
zmien ‘hawn Malta, u 1-Gran Mastru Pinto (1741-1773), wmhux biss
talli lagghu hafna, imma sahansitra tah dagsxejn ta' post fil-
palazz tal-Belt, fejn kien jaghmel esperimenti ta' seher u ta'

magija! Kellu min jipproteggih , u avolja ghaddew tant snin,
leggenti fugu ta' sharijiet bagghu! Fl-Isla kienu jbezzghu lit-
tfal bis—"sahhar", "jitfghek gol-bettija!", "jibdlek f'annimal",

u mid-dehera kienu jibzghu wisg minnu...

Id-Dar il-Xahla, L-Isla Qabel l-ahbar gwerra dinjija, kienhemm
leggenda folkloristika ta' sharijiet fl-Isla, marbuta ma' dan is-

sahhar Cagliostro u mad-Dar il-Kahla. Din kienet dar kbira u
gadima, b'fattata majestuza...fil-fatt, palazz zghir. fi trig
Vitorja (fug ix—xaqliba tat-tarzna) u grib Triqg San Giljan. L—-
Isla kulhadd hekk kien isibha, bhala id-Dar il-Kahla. Inbniet
minn Claude de La Sengle, meta kien balliju ta' 1-Ordni, ftit
snin gabel ma sar Gran Mastru f1-1553. Il-fa¢ctata ta' dan 1il-
palazz kienet regghet ittellghet fi stil barokk, fil-bidu tas-—
seklu tmintax wara t—terremot il-kbir. F1-1939 ftit xhur gabel
faqqghet il-gwerra, kienu nstabu fil-grib, xi katakombijiet, u xi
passaggli sotterrranji 1i jinfdu mal-kantina taghha....Xi nies fl-

Isla kienu jistkerhuha hafna din id—dar!

Leggenda dwar sharijiet Leggenda folkloristika fl-Isla kienet
tghid, 1i Cagliostro kien ghamel xi 2zmien jghammar fid-Dar il-
Kahla. In-nies kienu isejhulha hekk minhabba l-aperturi taghha,
twieqgi, bibien u gallarija enormi ta' l-injam 1i kellha, dejjem
kienu jinzebghu lewn ikhal, kif ukoll parti mill-fa¢¢ata mbajda
dak il-lewn! U l-leggenda tkompli tghid, 1i jekk xi darba d-dar
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tinzebagh b'xi lewn iehor, dan , b'xi seher, jinbidel, u jJsir
lewn ikhal f'dak il-lejl stess!

Dan 1il-palazz, id-Dar il-Kahla, safa kollu mwitti wu
megrud, milqut dirett mill-bombi fis—-16 ta' Jannar, 1941, f'xi t-
3.30 p.m., fost xite ta' bombi 1i wagghu wagt it—-tieni kolp . tal-
blitz germanizi fuq 1-H.M.S. Illustrious. Illum, wminflok dak il-
palazz, naraw wibnijin djar godda kbar, minghir biss 1-ic¢ken
tabella ta' l-irham, bl-iskrizzjoni ta' tifkira, dwar x'kien hemm
gabel! Imma 1;-leggenda dwar dan il-post, wu l-konnessjoni
tieghu mas—sahhar notorju, baqghet hajja!.

Tiswijiet

Fl-Imnara No. 16, Vol. 4 No.3, pag. 82 - 83, fl—-artiklu ta' Mary
Ghio "Il-Hajja fl-Imghoddi", hargu xi 2zbalji tat-typing ta' min
jirranghom:

p. 82, linja 11, fejn jidher "go bic¢ta karta hazina" irid jigi
"go bie¢ca kutra hazina".

p. 82 , linja 18, minfl;ok "tal-muntun" ghandu jidher "tal-
pulmun".

Kitbiet Ghall—-Imnara

L-Editur Jattetta kitbiet ghall-Imnara, sakemm dawn ikunu
originali u gatt ma deheru gabel publikati band' obra. Ghandhom
ikunu rizultat ta' ricerka jew esperjenzi personali, u preferib-
bilment dwar folklor lokali jew 1i direttament jinteressa 1ill-
Maltin.
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OLD SMOKING PIPES
Guido Lanfranco
In L-IMNARA No. 16 (Vol. 4 No. 3) published 1994 for 1992,

pages 62 to 65, Mr. John Wood contributed an article "Pipa tal-~-
Qasba" which discussed an interesting aspect of Maltese folk

life, pipe smoking. In a telephone conversation during bhis
recent visit to Malta, I promised him that I would try to obtain
more information on the subject. Such information on old pipes

appears very scanty and uncertain.

I happen to have an hour's weekly programme on RTK Radio
about local folklore, which includes the facility of phone—ins by
listeners. I availed myself of this opportunity to dedicate one
programme, among other things, to try to obtain information on
the subject of old smoking pipes. Considering the elusiveness
of +the subject, I managed to solicit a few words from three
listeners, which may either confirm or contribute to what is
already known. I have transcribed the relevant sections of a
recording of the programme which took place on 10th August 1994.
My programme forms part of a longer session produced by Susan
Mulvaney. I am herewith giving a translation from the Maltese
originals, but have left out my own questions and remarks which I
used to solicit information:

(1) "Plaster pipes used to come in wooden boxes packed in
straw, and used to be sold by a man (I forget his surname), but
then we were children, we used to call him Mr. XKarm. His shop
was 1in S8St. John Street steps, (Valletta), leading down to Ta'
Giezu church. Sailors used to go in and buy these pipes. The
boxes were big, wooden ones; they (the pipes) came in quantities.
We wused +fo open the boxes for him. When a pipe accidentally
broke, he gave it to us, and we used to put a matchstick to
bridge the ©break and played at smoking pipes. They were all
white, smooth, and sold at one penny each, also bought by some
old men from the villages. He was an agent. I was then about
eight years old, now I am fifty six" (male caller formerly of
Valletta).

(ii) "There was a man who made pipes...an old man he was...;
all +the pipes he sold he made himself out of <clay...he worked
with his hands (no moulds)...he had this knack of making +them.
There were people who took a piece of reed, cut a length above
the node to form a cup, then found a thin reed, made a hole on
the side of the cup, and thus made a pipe. Red ones used to be
imported...the Turks wused +to bring them; (1) the cups were
imported, and then a thin reed inserted for smoking them;...my
grandfather used to have many of these." (Karm. Spiteri, Zejtun,
81 years old).

(iii) At Rabat there used to be an old man about sixty years
old, who used to work in clay. He used to make also clay pipes,
but not for business, but just to use himself or give away *to
friends; (The cups) were made of clay, and looked like the face
of a drunk, or with designs and patterns...He continued to make
these pipes, in Bir Riebu area...in a lane...sixty years ago...I
was ten years old...my mother used to take me there to buy flow-
erpots. He bhad a potter's wheel. Also these clay pipes, I
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remember, were sold by the Turks...they were cream coloured, with
nice shapes; they were curved...they cost two pence halfpenny
each...he (the Turk) used also to sell sweet sedge root (2), and
pipes in a bag over his shoulder." (Tessie Vella, formerly of
Rabat, Malta, over 70 years old).

(1) Turk and Turks here stands for North African nationals who
used to come over to Malta before the Second World War, selling
various small wares and sweets produced in their country.

(2) Sweet sedge roots, obtained from Cyperus esculentus, were
locally called "Habb ghaZiZ.

Pipe for Maritime Museum

It was reported in "The Malta Independent” of 29-8-1993
that a sailor's knife in brass scabbard, and a clay pipe were
retreived from the sea near Birgu. These were handed over to
the Maritime Museum at Birgu, The curator Mr. Espinosa said

that the scabbard could be of the last century, and the pipe may
be older still.
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1. - HALIB F' HAL TARXIEN
Rafel Bonnici Cali’

Hal Tarxien kien maghruf ukoll bil-lagam "Tal-Gebla r-
Ratba", mhux ghax il-gebel artab tassew, izda ghax fiz—-2zmien
neolitiku 1in-nies kienu gharfu jnaqgxu u jiskolpu disinji fil-
gebel., qishom ged jahdmu fit—-tafal, disinji b'ornamenti ta'
weraq, spiralli u sahansitra annimali tal-halib bhal bagar u
moghoz, u wkoll statwi tat-tempju. Dawn ix—xogholijiet ma sarux
bil-ghodda tal-metall, izda biz-2znied jew gebel gawwi, u is—sahha
ta' jdejhom.

Fost 1l-akbar ghadd ta' anniamli 1i naraw minguxa fit-
trempji ta' Hal Tarxien, , jidhru prot¢tessjoni ta' moghoz jew
annimali ohra tal-halib, dawk 1i kienu l-aktar offruti 1il alla
mara taghhom. U tabilhagq il-pjanura 1li hemm bejn Hal Tarxien wu
z-Zejtun, ghadha maghrufa bhala Bu Leben, jigifieri missier il-
halib, post fejn kienu migbura l-akbar ghadd ta' moghoz 1i jip~-
provdu l-aktar u l-ahjar halib.

Sa 1lum, meta taghmel ix—xita, it-tfal ta' Hal Tarxien
ghadhom jghidu "Aghmel xita, aghmel, halli jikber il-haxix, 1il-
haxix naghtuh 1il moghza, u Il-moghza ttina il-halib".

It-tlitt ibliet ta' Bormla, 1-Isla u 1-Birgu, faru bin-—
nies wara l-assedju l—-kbir tal-1565, u meta 2zdiedet il-htiega
ghal aktar halib, dawn sabuh mir-rahhala ta' Hal Tarxien, Zabbar
u l-inhawi tal-grib, izda ir—rahhala ta' Hal Tarxien bagqghu 1~
aktar maghrufa ghall-bejgh tal-halib f'din in—-naha ta' Malta.
Meta nghidu rahhal ifisser ragel mir-rahal 1i jrabbi 1-bhejjem
ghall-halib. Jekk ma jkunx hekk nggidulu rahli, wmhux rahhal.
Dawn in-nies kienu jinsabu fl-inhawi kollha tal-gzejjer. Tar—
Rabat kienu jaqdu lin-nies ta' 1-Imdina, ta' Hal Qormi 1ill
Beltin, wu l-ohrajn kollha jagdu l-ibliet fil-qrib...ghax "Belt
bla halib bhal bir bla ilma!"

Hal Tarxien kellu I-htigijiet tieghu kollha, izda niesu
kienu fil-maggoranza taghhom, rahhala wu bdiewa. Ir—-rahhala
kienu jzommu l-moghoz fil-magjel, bosta drabi kamra kbira fl-
istess dar taghhom. Kienu jsejhu lill-moghoz bil-kulur taghhom,
bhal Hamra, Bajda, Sewda, Belga (jigifieri bil-kuluri mzewqga),
Kull mogh2a ikollha hannieqga biex jingabdu minnha. Il-moghoz
generalment huma ubbidjenti, u jaghrfu l-kmand ta' sidhom, ihobbu
jimxu u Jirghu flimkien, izda ghadhom jinghaddu bhal annimali
injoranti, ghalhekk nuzaw il-gawl "ras ta' moghza" ghal min ma
Jridx jifhem u rasu iebsa, u "gatta' moghoz" ghan-nies 1i jaghmlu
kollox bhal f'merhla wahda. Jinghad ukoll, 1i meta r-raghaja
dahlu jaduraw lil-Bambin fil-ghar ta' Betlem, in-naghag dahlu u
il-moghoz wa dahlux, u ghalhekk aktar bgajna nisimghu bil~Haruf
t'Alla, u bin-naghag tar—raghaj it-tajjeb. Insibu wkoil 1i -
raghaj kien jifred in-naghag mill-moghoz, ipoggi l-moghoz fug ix-
xellug u lin—-naghag fug il-lemin tieghu.

B'dan kollu, il-moghza Maltija tagbel wisq mal-bzon-
nijiet taghna, billi tipprovdi halib tajjeb bl-irhas prezz. Ir-
rahhal erhilu jiftahar bil-moghoza ta' sidirha kbir, u jghidlek
"dik erha!" jigifieri dik moghza tajba... Kemm is-suf tan-
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naghga, kif ukoll ix-xaghar iebes u niggiezi tal-moghza ifornu
lill-bniedem b'materjal ghad-drappijiet, izda s—-suf tan—-naghag

fiadd ma jirbahlu biex isahhan fl-eqgel tax—xitwa. Hal Tarxien
nistghu nagsmuh f'erba, Zoni ghall-moghoz; Wara 1-Bjut, Bir
Bixkilla, Wara 1-Knisja u Triqg Xintill. I2da l-egdem zoni Thuma

ta' Wara 1-Bjut, jigifieri post imwarrab wara l-bini tal-poplu, u
Bir-Bixkilla jigifieri post ta' tfixkil, ghax min kien jidhol fih
ma kienx isib minn fejn johrog hlief minn fejn dahal, post mimli
sgaqgien 1i ma jinfdu ma' mkien aktar. Hawn ir-rahhala l-antiki
kienu jistkennu waqt il-hbit ta' ghedewwa misilmin, ghax kienu
jafu 11 jekk il-hallelin Jjidhliu f'dan il-post, ma johorgux aktar
minnu. Ir-rahhala kienu kollha minn familja wahda u jagbzu ghal
xulxin. Ir-rahhala jibzghu hafna mill-ghajn hazina, u biex
jipprotegu lill~annimali taghhom kienu jdahhlu bi¢ca xemgha tal-—
kandlora (mbierka) fil-widna ta' l-annimal u jobormuha max—xaghar
biex tibga mwahhla fil-widna.

Il-moghza tbati hafna mill-mard tad-deni, u dan kien
ta' tahbil ir-ras kbir ghal bosta kbarat Inglizi biex jipprotegu
lis—suldati mid-deni rqiq undulent fever). Ghall-habta tal-bidu
tas—-seklu taghna, it-tabib Malti Temi Zammit kien thabat hafna
flimkien mat—tabib Ingliz Bruce biex sabu minn fejn kienet gejja
l-marda, u b'hekk bosta Maltin helsu mid-deni rqigq. Kien hawn
min Jjahseb 1i meta l-moghza kienet tiekol il-karti mit-torogq,
dawn kienu jkunu infettati u tmarrad 1il ‘haddiehor bil-halib
taghha. Id-deni rgiq gie 11 kien igib ukoll il-ponot. Nafu
fost ohrajn, b'kazi ta' mwiet bil-halib tal-moghoza hazin, f'Hal
Tarxien. F1-1907, Guzeppi Bonnici ta' hdax il-sena, miet, kif
gie mxandar fil-gazzetti ta' dak iz—2Zmien. Ir-rahhala jghidu,
1i minn dak iz-2Zmien il-guddiem, il-moghoz Dbdew jigu mlibbsa
sarima tax—xibka tal-fildiferru, biex ma jkunux jistghu jieklu
karti, ¢raret u ikel iehor wagt 1i jduru fit-triqat.

Kien 2zmien meta l-merhliet tal-moghoz kienu jidhlu
gewwa l-belt Valletta mar-rahhala. biex isir il-bejgh fid-djar
privati bieb bieb. Il~mara tad-dar kienet tohrog fil-bieb bil-
bott Jjew skuteila, wagt 1i r-rahhal jghajjat wahda wara 1-
ohra..."Halib!..." Ir-rahhal kien jibdel l-ghajta tieghu fir—
Randan, u fil—-jiem ta' sawm, u jghajjat..."Ta' 1-Abjad!"” Il-
gvern kien izomm spettur f'kull rahal biex jara 1i l-magjel ikun
mizmum nadif v l-bhejjem f'sahhithom. Fost 1l1-ispetturi 11
bagghu Jjissemmew f'Hal Tarxien, kien hemm is-Sur Ninu Cremona,
studjuz ta' 1-istorja u l-folklor. Dan kien jiehu hsieb ta’
kollox fir-rahal taghna mnejn kien gabar hafna folklor, wu fejn
ghex ghal xi 2zmien. ZXien ukoll kiteb poeziji, u 1-"Fidwa tal-
Bdiewa'", u hawn kien beda jippubblika l-poeziji tieghu bit~Taljan
u bil-Malti, u kien ukoll thabat biex instab it-tempju neolitiku
f1-1913.

Irrid wukoll infakkar., 1i kull moghza kien ikollha
ganpiena 2ghira mal-hannieqa, u merhla moghoz kienu jferrhu 1il
kulhadd bil-gniepen taghhom jew sansirri, (plural ta' sansirru)
Jigifieri ganpiena ta' forma 2zengulija. Fil-lingwa tat-tfal
antiki, lill-moghza kienu jsejhulha geduda. L—-ahjar ikel ghall-
mogh2za biex tipprodu¢i l-halib tajjeb, kien il-ful, imma l-moghza
kienet ukoll tehtieg il-haxix 1i kienet +tlaggat meta kienet
tohrog fl-ghelieqi. Ir-ragel tal-moghza, il-bodbod, huwa dis-
prezzat bhala mogziez, imma fl-Ingilterra kien stmat flimkien
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mal-moghza, billi kienu jaghmlu sehem mill ghagda " The Royal Goat

Society". Ta' min jinnota 1i l-moghoz ikollhom bhal zewg swaba
imdendlin that ghonghom, 11 jghidulhom imsielet tal-laham. I1-
laham tal-moghoza huwa aktarx bla gost, 1zda niftakruh fil-

Victory Kitchen ta' Zmien il-gwerra f1-1942...

Rahhal b'merhla moghoz ibiegh il-halib fit-toroqg

(minn tvingija ta' Guido Lanfranco, 1975)



O
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Book Review

"MARIA CALLEJA'S GOZ0....A LIFE HISTORY" Edited and Introduced by
Micheline Galley Utah State University 84322-7800 U.S.A. in
the UNESCO Collection of Representative Works, European Series.
1994. X, + 245 pp. + illustrations. $29.95 + §5 postage and
packing; or Lm 12 through Maria Calleja, "Cova da Iria" ZXuxa
Street, Kertem, Gozo. (Tel.556622)

Madame Galley 1is a French ethnographer, director of re-—
searches at the National Centre for Scientific Research in Paris;
formerly secrtetary general of the International Association of
Studies in Mediterranean Civilisations. She has also writtn many
publications on oral folklore, some also including folk chants
and poems from our islands. The book has a foreword by Guze’
Cassar Pullicino, the leading Maltese folklorist, and has notes
and appendices to elaborate on the text.

Maria Calleja's experiences, as related to Madame Galley.
sum up the life history of a typical. educated Gozitan woman of
this century, especially bringing out the way of live prevailing
since the 1930's. Being an ethnologist, Madame Galley used her
gquestions, to bring out of her friend and subject those aspects
which would most interest readers of this type of work. She adds
value to the text by including notes and observations on manner—
isms, 1intonation, style and gesticulations of the speaker which
the ethnologist values so much to give more meaning to oral
folklore.

The questioner's intention was clearly to bring out the life
story of one woman within a closely-knit community, and not +tfo
produce a study on Gozo's community in the context of a wider
world, and therefore Maria Calleja's story dwells more on Ther
intimate life and surroundings.

Had the subject been an uneducated person, Madame Galley's
work would have been rendered more difficult, to put it mildly;
as 1t is, Maria Calleja, a former teacher and headteacher, did
not need an interpreter, and found her way effortlessly and
easily to relate her experiences through all imaginable subjects
under the sun of Gozo. Her narrative style and presentation
betray her attitudes and feelings, and the reader can easily
Jjudge her character.

Her account shows contrasts between different life styles
coexisting in Gozo, and also between those of the +two islands,
(with a kindly eye on her remark, page 113, "Sliema...where the
sncbs live" which, for an educated person, is too hasty and
thoughtless, besides being incorrect).

She touches on all sorts of things, as the comprehensive
index also shows, and reveals personal sorrows and jubilations,
opinions on, and attitues to the numerous aspects of life around
her.

It will not be of any particular advantage for me to dwell
on only one or two particular points in her narrative, when there
are hundreds, and all of the book is of interest to sociologists,
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folklorists and ethnologists in general. Contemporaries of

i Maria Calleja will appreciate better the meaning and intricacies
of her account, enacted on an island no longer as we remember 1t
before the second world war.

It is a well-produced and enjoyable book which should not
only be obtained by scholars in the above-mentioned fields, ©but
also by the general reader, besides being a valuable addition to

% all collectors of melitensia.

Guido Lanfranco

i Maria Calleja’s
A Life

¢ Gozo

Edited &
Introduced
by
Micheline
Galley

mi‘
- Utahb State

University
Press

Edited and Introduced by Micheline Galley
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PROPOSTI GHAL STATUT RIVEDUT TA' L-GHAQDA TAL-FOLKLOR biex jigi
diskuss / approvat fil-laqgha generali 1995.

1. Isem L-isem tal-Ghagda jkun GHAQDA TAL~FOLKLOR (Malta
Folklore Society). (minn issa l-quddiem, f'dan l-istatut tissej-
Jjagq GHAQDA)

2. Indirizz postali Sakemm 1-Ghagda ma jkollhiex sede
uffi¢jali, l-inidirizz ikun c/o ta' dak 1i jkun segretarju fis-
sena kurrenti.

3. Ghanijiet (a) Biex il-folklor Malti jigi mhares, jigi aktar
maghruf u inkoraggit fil-forma tradizzjonali +tieghu, fejn hu
possibbli,

(b) Biex tippromovi l—-folklor Malti permezz
ta' tahditiet, xandir, wirjiet, publikazzjonijiet, ec¢.

(¢) Biex tinkuraggixxi ricerka u studju tad-
drawwiet u tradizzjonijiet u manifestazzjonijiet ohrajn Maltin,
origini u 2zvilupp tal-ghana, zfin , muzika u lbies popolari u
tagbil ma' dawk ta' artijiet ohrajn.

(d) L-Ghagda tkun strettament minghir xejriet
politic¢i.

4. Membri (a) Xull min ghandu ghal gqalbu l-interess tal-
folklor f'Malta, jista' jissieheb fil-Ghaqgda.

(b) Biex wiehed ikun membru ghandu jhallas
ghal darba Lira Maltija "admission fee" malli jissieheb, u lira
Maltija kull sena bhala shubija. Din ir-rata tista' tigi riveduta
u mibdula skond il-bzonn, f'laggha generali, blavviz minn gabel
fuq l-agenda. Min ma jhallasxy is-shubija jitgies 1i mhux membru
effettiv ghal dik is-sena. Min ikompli jongos 1i jhallas, ukoll
wara 1i jkun avzat bil-miktub, jista' jingata' mill-lista tal-
membri.

(¢) Jekk membru ikun ta' dannu ghall-Ghaqda
Jjew ghall-interessi taghha, jigi sospiz jew jitnehha wmill-lista
tal-membri.

(d) I1-Kumitat jista' jaghzel presidenti ono-
rarji.

(e) L—-Ghagda tista' tiftah ferghat.

5. Kumitat amministrattiv

(a) Il-kumitat ikun maghmul minn president, segretarju
u tezorier, vi¢i president, assistent segretarju u assistent
tezorier. Ikun hemm ukoll tliet membri. Dawn kollha jkunu nomi-



nati u eletti wagqt il-laggha generali annwali minn membri effet-
tivi., Il-karigi rispettivi jigu de¢izi ,minnhom stess waqgt 1-
ewwel lagghe tal-kumitat 1i ssir wara l-laggha generali annwali.

(b) Il-kumitat jiltaga" skond il-bzonn, izda mhux ingas
minn darba kull xaharejn.

(¢) 1Il-kworum ghall-laqgha tal-kumitat ikun ta' Thames
membri, izda jekk dan ma jintlahagx, il-laggha ssir xorta wahda
wara nofs siegha.

(d) Il-kumitat iservi ghal sena sakemm jigi xolt fil-
lagghea generali annwali 1i jmiss.

(e} Jekk membru tal-kumitat ma jattendix ghal tliet
darbiet wara xulxin minghajr ma javza, jitgies 1i rrizenja mill-
kumitat.

(f) Jekk membru tal-kumitat ihalli 1l-karige tieghu,
minn floku tinhatar dik il-persuna, 1i fil-votazzjoni ta' l-ahhar
laggha generali annwali tkun imissha, wara 1i nhatar il-kumitat
kurrenti. Jekk dan ma jkuny possibbli, il-kumitat jista' jahtar
1i1l xi persuna obra minn fost il-membri effettivi.

6. Dmirijiet ta' l-ufficjali

(a) Il-president jara 1i jintlahgu l-ghanijiet tal-
ghagda u 1i x-xoghol isir skond l-istatut. Imexxi kull laggha
tal-ghagqda. Jaghmel indivrizz fil-laqgha generali annwali.

(b) Is-segretarju Jjzomm il-minuti ta' kull laggha,
izomm rekords tal-attivitajiet kollha u tal-korrespondenza tal-
ghagda. I2omm lista aggornata tal—-membri. Isejjah 1il-lagghat
skond kif jigu de¢izi mill-kumitat, ihejji rapport annwali.

(&) It-tezorier jiehu hsieb il-fondi tal-ghagda u
jhejji rapport annwali bir-rendikont finanzjarju.

(d) Il-vi¢i president, l-assistent segretarju u 1-
assistent tezorier, jaghmlu l-istess xoghol tal-uffic¢jali ris-
pettivi jekk dawk ma jkunux prezenti, jew Jjghinuhom fix—-xoghol
taghhom.

(e) L-editur tal-publikazzjonijiet tal-ghaqda mhux
bilfors 1i jkun membru tal-kumitat jew membru effettiv, izda
f'xogholu thuwa obbligat 1i jzomm mal-ghanijiet tal-istatut tal-
ghagda, u jirrifletti biss ir~rieda tal-kumitat.



7. Laggha generali annwali

(a) Din ghandha ssir kemm jista' jkun kmieni fil-bidu

tas—-sena 1-gdida, matul l-ewwel =xaharejn tas—sena. L—-agenda
ghandha tinkludi (i) minuti tal-laggha generali 1i tkun saret
gabel. (ii) Indirizz wmill-president. (iii) rapport tasg~-

segretarju. (iv) rapport finanzjarju ffirmat mill-awditur 1li jkun
intaghzel fil-laqgha generali annwali ta' gabel. (v) hatra ta'
"chairperson" u persuni ohra biex imexxu l-elezzjoni tal-kumitat
il-gdid. (vi) nominazzjonijiet u votazzjoni ghall-kumitat 1il-
gdid. (vii) nominazzjoni ta' awditur ghas-sena kurrenti.

(b) Il-kworum ghal-laggha generali ikun ta' nofs il-
membri effettivi; jekk dan ma jintlahagqx, il-laqgha tibda nofs
siegha wara.

(&) Tista' tissejjah laggha generali straordinarja
mill~-kumitat, jew minn ghaxar membri effettivi.

8. Tibdil fl-istatut L~istatut jew partijiet minnu Jistghu
jinbidlu biss b'de¢izjoni ta' laqgha generali wara 1i 1l-membri
effettivi ikunu ré¢evew, mill-ingas sa jumejn gabel, kopja tat-

tibdil propost.

9. Xoliiment

(a) Jista' jsir xoljiment tal—-ghagda biss b'de¢izjoni
ta' membri effettivi wagt laggha msejha apposta.

{(b) Jekk l-ghagda ikollha xxo0lji, (i) id~dokumenti tal-
ghagda jmorru fl-arkivju nazzjonali b'att notarili. (ii) jJekk
ilkollha gabra jew librerija ta' kotba, dan imorru fil-librerija
pubblika nazzjonali. (iii) flus 1i jappartjenu lill-ghadga imorru
frxi distitut. (iv) jekk ikun hemm oggetti folkloristi¢i proprje-
ta' tal-ghaqgda, dawn imorru ghand id-direttur tal-muzewijiet
nazzjonali.
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