
11-Merill 30 2002 

Breeding Records of Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata for the period 1992 to 2001 

Records of breeding Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata from 1971 to 1991 have been documented 
(Sultana & Gauci 1973, 1975, 1976, 1979, 1982, & 1983, Galea 1987&1991). Cachia (1999) reported on 
the breeding of the Spotted Flycatcher at the Addolorata Cemetery, Paola in 1995- the report included an 
editorial note about the San Anton records of 1996. 

Following are some notes and breeding records for the ten year period 1992 - 2001, mainly from Buskett 
and Addolorata Cemetery, but also from San Anton Gardens in1996, Ta' Qaii National Park in 1997 and 
2001, and Howard Gardens, Rabat in 2001. Buskett was visited regularly on several dates during all 10 
years under review from late May to early September, the breeding season for this species. Addolorata 
Cemetry was also visited regularly but less so from 1995. From 1992 to 1995 a lot of time was spent 
searching for nests, but from 1996 to 2001 observations were mainly based on the location of pairs and 
family parties after the young fledged from the nest. 

Buskett 
1992: 3 pairs located and 3 nests found. 2 of the nests were built in Cypress trees Cupressus sempervi
rens and one in an Aleppo Pine Pinus halepensis. All the nests were built on lateral branches, well away 
from the main trunk. Two of the pairs, both raised broods of three each one fledging in the third week of 
June and the other fledging on 1 July . The other nest had 4 eggs on 24 June, which did not hatch. 

1993: 3 pairs present and 3 nests found. One of the nests was built on top of one of the previous year's 
(1992) nest, suggesting that this was the same pair. On 13 June a female was incubating 3 eggs which 
hatched on 24 June. On 9 July young fledged birds were calling in the vicinity of the nest indicating suc
cessful fledging. The second pair's nest was found on 13 June with four 7-day-old pulli. They fledged on 
21 June. The third pair had three 10-day-old pulli on 21 June, which fledged a week later. 

1994: Three pairs bred. One pair laid eggs twice but did not hatch, using hMO different nests. One of the 
nests was used the previous year (1993). The other two pairs nested successfully, both raising a brood of 
three each. On 17 June the first nest contained three 8-day-old pulli and 2 addled eggs. On 3 July a fam
ily party was present near the nest. The second nest contained three 3-day-old pulli on 5 July, which 
fledged successfully in the third week of July. Family party noted on 24 July. 

1995: At least three pairs bred. On 15 July all had fledged young near their nesting areas. Two pairs 
raised broods of three young each, while the other pair had four fledged young. 

1996: Three pairs located on 2 June. On 7 July three family parties were observed. }wo pairs with 4 
young each whilst the third pair had 5 young. 

1997: A record year. At least 8 pairs bred. On 30 July not less than 8 different family parties noted, when 
at least 40 different birds (aduits and fledged young) were observed. Some of the young were stili being 
feci by theii parents. 

1998: Four pairs located. On 25 July 2 family parties noted 4 +4. 

1999: Four pairs bred and raised young this year. On 27 June 3 pairs had fledged young. 

2000: At least 5 pairs located in June and July. On 6 August 4 family parties were observed. 

2001: At least 6 pairs with a couple of pairs raising two broods each. A nest with t1oo eggs was found on 16 
July. It was built on a lateral branch of a Pine tree ca 3.5 meters above the ground. These hatched on 26 July. 

Addolorata Cemetery 
1995: One pair with 3 fledged young in July . 

1996: At least one pair. Family party of two adults and two juveniles on 5 July. 

1997: Two pairs, one with 2-3 fledged young and one with at least one young on 20 June. In early June 
D. Cachia found a nest with one young (pers. comm.). 

1998: Two pairs. On 17 June a pair had at least one fledged young, still with small tail. On 26 June at 
least 3 young birds were heard calling. 

1999: Two pairs. On 11 June one pair had at least one fledged young and the other pair had at least 2 
fledged young. 

2000: At least two pairs. 2 family parties noted, on 30 June, each with at least 1 fledged young 
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2001: Two pairs present on 15 June. 3 fledged young being fed by adults on 6 July. 

San Anton Gardens 
1996: On 5 August two adult birds were observed feeding 3 fledged young. Young still had short tails. In 
1995 this pair had 1 fledged young (Ed. Note (1999) 11-Meri/129 p.28). 

Ta' Qali National Park 
1997: On 14 August a family party consisting of two adults and 2-3 fledged young were observed near a 
few mature Aleppo Pines. The Spotted Flycatcher has never been reported breeding in this area. 

2001: A pair bred. On 17 July two adults were noted feeding at least one fledged young. 

Howard Gardens, Rabat 
2001: Two pairs bred. A pair noted feeding two fledged young on 13 July, while another pair was feeding 
2-3 fledged young on 25 July. This was the first breeding record for this area. 
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The Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides is a very scarce migrant to the Maltese Islands, appearing almost an
nually from late February to late April and from early August to late October (Sultana & Gauci 1982). 

An early bird was trapped for ringing on 26 July 1997 at ls-Simar Nature Reserve. From its heavily 
abraded and bleached plumage (most especially the wings and tail feathers) it was aged as an adult bird. It 
was retrapped 44 days later, on 8 September, at the same place. On this occasion it was noted that it had 
an almost complete set of new fresh feathers, some of which still with a waxy sheath at the base. On 14 
September, when it was trapped again, it had a complete fresh plumage, indicating a complete moult. 

The moult of the Savi's Warbler is a complex one and not altogether clear. Individual variation appear to 
be extensive (Svensson 1992). 
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