i-Merill 30 2002

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica moulting wing feathers while on migration

While bird-ringing at Is-Simar Nature Reserve on 23 October 1997 an adult and two first year Red-rumped
Swallows Hirundo daurica were trapped together. In autumn these birds are rare and irregular in the Mal-
tese Islands, passing from late September to early November. On closer examination the adult bird was
noted to be partially moulting some of the primaries, as follows:

Right Wing. Innermost Primary (P 1) - Score 4
Adjacent Primary (P 2) - Score 1

Left Wing. Innermost Primary (P 1) - Score 3
Adjacent primary (P 2) - Score 2

(Moult scored as indicated by Ginn & Melville 1983.)

On both wings there was also a new primary covert. All other feathers were old and abraded. No sign of
moult was noticed on the juvenile birds. All three birds had a considerable amount of fat.

After recording the data all three birds were released together as most probably they constituted a family

party which were migrating south together.

References

Ginn, H. B. & Melville, D.S. 1983. Moult in Birds. BTO guide 19. British Trust for Ornithology.

Raymond Galea — ‘Osprey’ Ganu Street, Birkirkara BKR 06, Malta. raygalea@global.net.mt

42



smica06
Cross-Out


