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Second breeding record of Barn Swallow
Hirundo rustica

The Barn Swallow Hirundo rusticais a very common
passage migrant in spring and autumn. There has
been only one documented breeding record in the
Maltese Islands; a pair bred at Mgabba in July 1974
and raised a brood of 4 which fledged on 2 August
(Sultana & Gauci 1975).

InJuly 1995 apairnestedinanold, derelictfarmhouse
limits of Bidnija. Most of the doors and windows
were either broken or missing. The nestwas built of
mud and dry grass, and located near the middle of
a wooden beam very close to the ceiling, in a small
roomat groundtfioorlevel. itwas about 3mabove the
ground. Afarmer informed the writer that the birds
had collectedthe mudfromthe edge of a smallwater
hole in nearby fields. On 28 July the nest contained
4 young which were ready to fledge. They must
have fledged the following day as the nest was
empty on 30 July.
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Fig 1. The nest of H.rustica at Bidnija.
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