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First breeding record of Littie Ringed Plover
Charadrius dubius

The Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius is a common passage migrant from early March to late May and from
late July to early November. it has never been recorded breeding in the Maltese Islands (Sultana & Gauci 1982).
it has always been frequently recorded at Ghadira, a small wetland area in the north of the isiand of Malta, but
the maximum stay of individual ringed birds which were retrapped never exceeded 5 days (Gauci 1990).
Engineering works with heavy machinery in the area, which started in 1980, and continued for 3 consecutive
summers,created a number of small islands in a relatively low extensive pool.

In 1985 a pairbredfor the firsttime onone of the lowislands inthe area and 3 eggs were laid. Two of these hatched
on 29-30 June and one of the young was stilipresent on 7 August. Both adult birds and the newly-fledged young
were ringed. A ringed male, presumably one of the birds that bred in 1995, and an unringed female bred
successfully in the following 3 years. Two young hatched in 1996 and 3 on 1 August 1997. In 1998 the female
was already noted incubating its eggs on 29 April and 4 young hatched on 23 May. Only one fledged. On 3 June
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the female had already laid a second clutch of 4 eggs which hatched on 4 July. Unfortunately none of these
succeeded to fledge as they were taken either by stray cats or other predators.
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