I-Merili No. 28 - 199294
Swifts Apus apus presumably mating

While observing a large flock of hundreds of Swifts Apus apus at Dingli Cliffs on 5 June 1992 at 20.30hrs, two
Swifts started chasing each other, screaming and shrieking. Suddenly they clasped each other and started rolling
while falling down. All this took place for about ten seconds. They were presumably mating. Cramp (1985) states
that although there is no proof of insemination, successful copulation in the air is thought likely.

The Swift is a common visitor between March and October but it has never been noted mating in Malta, aithough
it has been recorded breeding by Despott (1916) early this century.

References

Cramp, S. (ed.) 1985, The Birds of the Western Palearctic, Vol. IV. Oxford University Press : Oxford.
Despott, G. 1916. The breeding birds of Malta. Zoologist (4) 20 : 161-181.

Charles Coleiro

CC - "Belvedere” St. Silvester Str., Mosta MST 06, Malta

GG " "

30


smica06
Cross-Out

smica06
Cross-Out


