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First breeding record of the Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

On the morning of i 7 July 1993, whilst bird ringing at Rabat, a Cuckoo Cuculus canorus was flushed from the 
ground and it alighted on some bushes a few metres away fully exposed to us. It acted in the same way on the 
two occasions that it was flushed, giving the impression that it was either a very tame or an injured bird. Nearby 
a Cetti's Warbler Cettia cettiwas heard uttering an alarm call continuously and on one occasion it was seen very 
close to the Cuckoo. 

When subsequently the bird was mist-netted it turned out to be an immature Cuckoo. In the hand it was much 
smaller than an adult bird. It also showed signs of wax (ca.20mm) on the shafts of the primaries and the tail 
feathers. Down was also visible near the undertail coverts. It was obvious that the bird was very recently fledged 
and could not have moved far from its nest site. 

Its measurements were: wing -179mm; tail- 142mm; and its weight was 56g. Fat score was zero. The upper parts 
were black with fine white bars on the neck, giving an impression of a white patch. The primaries were very dark 
grey with white bars, whilst the secondaries were dark grey with chestnut bars. The tail was black with white bars, 
with the underside greyish white with dark bars. The beak was horn-black with a very conspicuous orange gape. 
The legs were of a straw to orange colour and the iris mellow brown. 

The behaviour of the Cetti's Warbler indicates that it had fostered the Cuckoo. In the area the Cetti's Warbler is 
a common breeder with 3-4 males present all year round. The bird was not seen on subsequent visits to the site, 
but in a conversation with a farmer it was established that the bird was sporadically seen feeding in vineyards 
in the same area. 
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First breeding records of Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 

The Tawny Pipit Anthus campestrisis a common spring and autumn passage migrant. There is only one 'summer' 
record, on 9 June 1983 (Gauci 1986-87). 

1st breeding record: A Tawny Pipit was observed singing from an exposed perch in a garigue area alongside 
the road above Dingli Cliffs on 1 July 1993 at 06.30hrs. The bird was singing on a small territory, flying from one 
perch to another and also perching on rocks on the ground. It was also observed in an undulating song flight. This 
behaviour suggested breeding and the ground was searched for a possible nest. At this time the bird circled just 
above our heads, singing from time to time, and landing very close to us. At one time another bird, this time a fully 
fledged young (tail not fully grown) approached the site, and the singing adult flew near him, after which both left 
in different directions. Next day, an adult and a juvenile were seen together, with the adult bird carrying a food 
item in its bill. On the morning of 4 July two adults, possibly male and female, and a juvenile were seen together, 
vthen one of the adults vvas observed feeding a vvorm to the young bird. The three birds v•tere seen again on 8 
July. The area was subsequently visited several times and one last bird was seen on 14 July. In most cases only 
one or both adults were seen, singing in the same area. 

2nd breeding record: In the afternoon of 1 July 1993, a garigue area near Rdum Majesa was visited to check 
for possible breeding by another pair of Tawny Pipits after an adult bird had been observed singing there on 7 
June. Two adult birds were located and observed together, mainly running on the rocky ground and feeding on 
insects. They only flew short distances and remained in the same area. At least one bird was obser.red in song 
flight. On 3 July the two birds were observed again feeding together in the same area. When one bird flew the 
other followed, suggesting pair bonding. One bird was again observed in song flight. The area was visited again 
on 5 and 8 July, two adults being seen on both occasions. Breeding was confirmed on 10 July when two adults 
and a fledged juvenile were seen together. One adult was seen bringing food several times and feeding it to the 
young bird. The young bird, although flying very well, had a shorter tail than the adults and begged for food as 
the adult approached with food. The juvenile bird stayed in the same area when the adult bird left to bring food. 
As in the previous case only one juvenile bird was seen. The birds were last seen on 16 July. 
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