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Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea found breeding on the east
coast of Malta

The Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedeais acommonbreeding visitor, and its breeding grounds are situated
along the southern cliffs of Malta and Gozo and on Filfla. (Sultana & Gauci 1982, Cachia-Zammit & Borg 1986-
87).

In 1969, a colony of Mediterranean Shearwaters Puffinus yelkouanwas discovered along the northeastern coast
of Malta (Sultana et al. 1975) An accessible site was monitored regularly inthe following years. During these visits,
single Cory’s have been heard calling along the cliffs and six adults have been caught and ringed up to 1992,
but actuai breeding had never been confirmed (MOS records).

The area was visited on 26 May 1993 to ring the young of Mediterranean Shearwaters. One nest, which was
occupied by a pair of Mediterranean Shearwaters in March, was taken over by a pair of Cory’s Shearwaters, and
an aduit male (sexed from cloacal inspection as well as by call} was found incubating. During subsequent visits,
the female, as weli as the young, which eventually fledged successfully, were also ringed. At least three other
pairs were heard calling throughout the breeding season, from inaccessible crevices.

Unfortunately, after heavy storms in February 1994, part of the cliff gave way and tumbled down below, destroying
the nesting site. In 1994, the other three pairs were present in inaccessible crevices.
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