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Observations of aggressive behaviour in seabirds

On 31 March 1994 a Purple Heron Ardea purpurea was being observed flying on migration in a northeasterly
direction off Qammieh. On approaching the South Comino channelan adult Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans
started chasing and mobbing it. After a while, two other Yellow-legged Gulls joined in. Suddenly, the heron, with
an outstretched neck, chased the gulls away and kept on its course. However the Yellow-legged Guills returned
and mobbed the heron again, giving up only after the Purple Heron had passed over Cirkewwa.

On 15 December 1990 a Great Skua Stercorarius skuawas flying low over the water. Suddenly it flew up and
chased a Yellow-legged Gull which was carrying food in its mouth. After a lot of mobbing, the Great Skua gave
up its chase when the two birds had almost reached the coast. It flew back offshore.

On 4 October 1994 five Lesser Black-backed Gulls Larus fuscus were seen resting and feeding on the water off
Qawra. The gulls flew up when a Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus chased them. The skua followed one
gull which was carrying a fish in its beak. Only after the Lesser Black-backed Gull dropped the fish did the
Pomarine Skua give up the chase. It picked up the fish and swallowed it afew metres away fromthe Lesser Black-

backed Gulls. Both species ot Skuas are rare visitors to Malta
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