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Need for more landscaping

The garigue in the Ta` Gerzuma area in Bahrija, previously used as a dump, has been cleared and the area
fenced off to allow its regeneration. This excellent example of ecological restoration was conducted by
MEPA after being alerted by Nature Trust volunteers.

January saw the first mention of the terms of reference for the demolition and subsequent
reconstruction of the Golden Sands Hotel at Ghajn Tuffieha. I had thought of including this
snippet of news in the "silver linings" section but from past experience I thought it would be
wiser to wait for the eventual construction of the new hotel before rejoicing.

The demolition of the Golden Sands Hotel, however, cannot but be taken as a positive
development, since we will be finally relieved of the sight scarring our beautiful Golden Bay.
The unsightly mound of the hotel is even more striking if seen along the way from Xemxija,
with an awesome contrast with the completely flat cultivated fields of Pwales Valley in the
foreground.

Now that the tenets of landscaping are well known to our architects, unlike at the time the
Golden Sands Hotel was built, we only wish for a less conspicuous building to be developed. I
refer here, for the umpteenth time, to the disparity between the Mistra Village Holiday Complex
building (exquisitely landscaped) and the eyesore towering block of apartments literally abutting
on it.

I think I would be forcing my luck if I had to suggest that the land be left vacant after the
demolition. On second thoughts, however, is the building of such a hotel so crucial to our
economy, especially with over 40 applications for new hotels in the pipeline and with the recent
opening of the InterContinental Hotel?

Hunting distortions
I would here like to set straight some of the distortions of the facts made by the hunting lobby
in last Friday week's Xarabank on TVM. I was elated by the incessant interruptions by rowdy
elements from the hunting lobby which marred the programme, since these only served to
undermine the hunters' cause even further.

The most blatant of such distortions, perhaps, was that hunters contribute positively towards the
natural environment! This can be taken to be gospel truth - if only we where to shun the
thousands of alien eucalyptus and acacia trees planted by hunters all over the countryside, the
protected garigue which has been smothered by hunters with their nets at Pembroke, Mnajdra,
all around Dingli Cliffs and at Nadur in Gozo, and the showering of lead pellets just a stone's
throw from cultivated fields.

Can a measure similar to the recent introduction of LRP (lead replacement petrol) be adopted
also for lead pellets (maybe, lead-free pellets?). It is inconceivable how both our major political
parties pander to the hunting lobby as expressed by the recently issued new hunting
regulations, where trapping was extended even to February.

The public is still waiting for our political parties to show they have guts and announce that, if
returned to power, they would strive to come to grips with the "RTO" hoax. If, predictably, this
does not materialise, then anyone can feel free to purchase a toy gun and "colonise" any part
of the countryside he cherishes.

The same old saga
This month we have more dumping reports. In fact in January it was the turn of Triq Pantar
and Triq l-Imdina (opposite Mount Carmel Hospital) in Attard; Triq il-Missjunarju Malti in Mosta
(opposite Mount St Joseph) and Triq Santa Lucija (with the Addolarata Cemetery as a
backdrop) to hog the limelight.
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One question I would like our authorities to answer is whether the fact that the land in question
is privately owned entitles one to use it for dumping purposes.

In fact, significant stretches of garigue in Mgarr have been bought to be used solely for
dumping purposes.

Besides building rubble, illegal scrapyards are also a common sight of the Maltese countryside,
especially in the south. A case in point is the one literally abutting on Wied Has-Saptan in
Birzebbuga, with plates of rusted metal threatening to fall into the ecologically important valley
below.

Once again, it seems that the usual protracted legal procedures, often resorted to by
developers, are preventing MEPA from taking direct action.

We are killing the Med
After all the palaver generated by the Prestige oil tanker case, our news broadcasters reserved
little airtime for yet another tanker disaster in the Mediterranean - fortunately, this time on a
smaller scale.

The oil barge Spabunker IV sank on January 21 in Algeciras Bay, Gibraltar, with a load of 900
metric tons of fuel oil. The Port Authority at Gibraltar has attributed the accident to bad weather
conditions.

There could finally be an answer to the mass strandings of marine mammals on beaches which
has boggled the mind of scientists so long - it seems the reason is that some warships are
fitted with submarine-seeking sonar devices, according to some Euro MPs.

In fact, strandings of marine mammals have increased following tests of the devices: 17
whales, dolphins and porpoises were beached in March 2000 following US tests near the
Bahamas. Nine died following bleeding of the eyes, brain and lungs.

A NATO investigation admitted an earlier 1996 mass stranding of Curvier's beaked whales in
Greece in the wake of LFAS tests could not have been caused naturally. Most recently, 15
beaked whales died after being washed up on the Canary Islands following naval manoeuvres
had suffered brain lesions and inner ear damage.

A cross-party group of over 60 MEPs have signed a motion proposed by Green Euro-MP
Caroline Lucas supporting a moratorium on LFAS use until a full environmental impact
assessment is carried out, as required by the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. The
European Parliament in Strasbourg approved a ban on such devices on January 16.

Silver linings
January 13 is International Tree (Arbor) Day. Nature Trust (Malta) commemorates this day by
organising a tree-planting session at Wied Ghollieq, l/o San Gwann. This year was no
exception and the event was sponsored by co-partners HSBC with the participation of MEPA.
The words of the CEO of HSBC - i.e. that big companies and entities have a social
responsibility - still reverberate in my mind since they hit the nail on its head. Let's hope that
the cue is taken by others.

Also worth mentioning is the ORNIS committee which will be set up and which will consist of
pro- and anti-hunting entities and will have the tricky task of drawing up sustainable quotas for
bird species which can be trapped and/or hunted. Sustainability is a principle which needs to
become ingrained in every aspect of our life on this highly limited island of ours.

The replacement of leaded petrol with LRP by Enemalta also deserves some accolade. The
next step is to focus on how to introduce bicycle lanes on our roads (tailor-made only for
conventional traffic means) and to introduce alternative energy sources for our islands, such as
wind and solar energy.

Mr Deidun is PRO of Nature Trust (Malta)

 Search By Category  

Search Amazon GoGo

 
Sponsored by Revcontent

https://www.amazon.co.uk/ref=assoc_res_sw_zz_dka_cra_t0_logo?tag=timesofmalta-21&linkCode=w13&linkID=
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=MUn9FPNInzLw5J56lywl4jBPRS80%2FIb8ntoTCYNSrtP7FwVB5uYt%2BcHUzMpa8hpWc8qN5hNbpq5SWO9Dt5oZAbd9s8hXzi1rUAtFj8w%2BhX5Jdp%2F6rltq7yUDX5FuhR3zLyGKztJ0xsamPXLhhhyfg%2B21q96osLSf51NsObg7%2Bvz6XmZILjEKAQWkdGqTIWJCUNj4NsbiFG0oi4%2BVGqTeseP9ub0JIWyVL4o7IuybOTiGPAPG7Cp2mtclBi5m82he0b0dBWt2FTS9uPvn13Paedsjh1zPiQFa3ddrKV4%2F1%2FDgKFFjpMXJy3nZFlAFXMeGBa1nBcgwsmQhMDR88wJOACw4%2FdPfnNHW4STt%2FrEAzjAgHP19nHs2BCXGBBIkEK1xRLMmNguLT8M634OU0%2F1AXJzV5upd%2BJa2upAKxhWkcC2dKaCG4LE%2FOT%2FmXLFluooz2rQkQixDHBqz7GXY7K4efQR2i1nOFJZKx%2FxLsNd5cN6yuBGoUNUCvwZ9Gl0wazWybB2ZAHCFP0xSFaNq2Te8TtLnCxqhdt%2FMxFfN%2BvZdWPvYb5CmEFo4BbKEXu53Wqo0ajgJ%2BeU4gM6LKmGFWYOzuSaQWhmu6AEXpVqC01130Dzu4N%2BDfsKbeF2yk6W%2FfWJ09LSZee0GAQ618Apmy3JcqYLqCLQh%2BpfCHriH1AO%2BvG3HZ%2BJjlzenIjaPJ9WOARTi
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=3qY7%2FQdB8rYstFye8RFNV8yxkqDBa%2BBN3DWuLphZFKjj%2FXLmN5eco8D4JTnaqEwaR2T%2FQmc7Bq33TueopJ975C6LdIBovy%2BP0azslPudLugRp1411Hfliifw%2BeKOTmdhOGS0IWsl63D2Leh0HvCFozAkkx0r2T1UPDIRU%2BcQxrkw4DCfq5UmXmvfVchdPlzB0V%2BOuWyyHf8ZXWqrR30hEmQ6USOM8xPl8YaYp7QCYAegkyPnmfD6Tapxqjg7S85V7H%2FOLmIXBXvRsyir9Q6jmEzBmHHIVkqHIC7c159AX3BY7lscdZql%2BRsp88gdiNHiiqyaQJ%2B34vdFs7HtAYgo4og1GrIiirnjEH4Pi414UfdZ2mt6BKLQPq9CMpV9q1qpJhQkRULahl1sKcbftAvYsMeh2nu5Q72NMhtcJBPB8UaK0XLT60IFGxi7K4nABr%2FTodcrTawcAvNuH%2FYfXZH351DusULT%2BnLmi5nvw3KRFsvbhJ5QFgeR1vXXRa8CY2ICD8FmszAYY8TyHGO%2B5jYLvLX1Ba%2Bhw4n4OlRFFu83Jie9B2qlMsBBki3XU7tvnDy1IPzqypr0o5FdYRdZEXspNqaYgNFV6HGj4AVlawIZt6XNzc51vxAdBIiU1zCKbdcmcxa3tYhhaLq1ZsEkMbsOPf64PKrm%2FMSIg9sBD4sRK9maoPFahdh4xFvtZNTIw4CKxwShz5aTX%2FjmiZo9HdDEWZxtLjickrq9xIVPiGD4aFA%3D
https://trends.revcontent.com/click.php?d=XL19%2Bb4XX7MoGTZyv9TeMpDsBqQPFlyZ1NNjmKL6Prl9hQ7YMzzGfi%2FAb7mozv4PvIPkq6gufvY9St29RXpjmL11KPpD2Cllz3rsWZbxC3RYmczqhwBNZRdXCezGJiWmIclzoDVPN1zqVZn2zJQDXiqTzpxHJfcXgmiTBg0qShysEusYkyRTR4A0jyB9v9Q%2Fy1CemEhGNo4GswHC5f5Sq5%2B9fBkJG0VL9PjWR3h7zs%2BjVYnvfgBST1GqEKTDD4JaLRyvAmcgKXGdL%2FBL%2FrZR1h4V6PQAVYsGNZTpRAMon8%2FcXByneaeMbDdl7iJo%2BKabMs3MtRhhRJiT0bY3gUxeeX1%2B0UDX8%2F5p8XRB%2FKU8kuQ3Tx7dipxO9S6CWemoba10%2BMcAcvDUPa7JU%2BdhJYU5fCQYk86d2o86S4zRkv8oKvcvIjV94cxjxUSHpec9mivYQ07DgpWb3JpeEBarYEzMPD8EP%2B6FB87uI7mjaz02vREkcjG%2FbmCfVmOLoKbECX3I12EeYwGxnzSUXq9cQEj9HV7359CADwPQCGWMykB9YPV8xKzx8SbrcJNfLFDA9DQ%2FHzeCmGVdwE8nyV4gyFEcvOPCzfYpB4Zyuqi%2FqGnpGXYHavghE6DpB9BxiHA%2Fi9ElWS5dYH%2B37fWGHNEWXkzH0JBTmXqdmmut2tQY0m1lPvzc1eeK6mHU4gKqSkRHUu2v

