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MAN - NANNU F’ WIED BUFULA Joe Ellul

In-Nannu Pepp, Alla jahfirlu, kien jehodna Wied Bufula. Kellu nitfa ta’ razzett
helu " fomm dan il-wied, li jinsab qrib Ghajn Rasul, f'San Pawl il-Bahar.  Kien jahseb
minn lejlet it-tlug, jitma’ *1-hmar ftit ahjar mis-soltu; hadan harrub, siegh xghir, u barmil
ilma ta’ 1-ghajn, helu u frisk. Jigbor kollox f’soror, jaghti daqqa t’ghajn lill-karrettun u 1-
arnies, jigifieri x-xedd, il-gan¢, il-mitrah ta’ taht ix-xedd, il-barda u t-taranti, u ma jinsiex
il-hannieqa msensla b’ ghamra gniegel, il-kappestru li kien ixidd f'ras il-hmar, u r-riedni.
Ma kienx jinsa I-frosta, ghax meta I-hmar kien iwebbes rasu, hmar hu, kien jibza’ jofroq xi
ghadira ilma, 1i dak iz-zmien kienet komuni, meta t-toroq ma kinux joholmu bl-asfalt jew
tarmak, imma kienu jixbhu aktar lil xi trejga mwarrba li ssib forsi llum madwar I-Ahrax tal-
Mellieha.

Wara li jara li kollox sewwa, kien joftor fuq platt, minestra taghqad fuq id-difrejn,
li kienet tlesti n-nanna. Dik ma kinetx taf b’tisjir ta’ llum, imma brodu, minestra, soppa ta’
I-armla, soppa tal-majjal, u hekk; nhar ta’ Hadd patata 1-forn jew fenek moqli. Kien
jindafar sewwa n-nannu u mal-platt u l-kisra hobz tad-dar, kien ilegleg dak it-terz inbid, li
aktarx kont nixtrh jien minghand “Ta’ Bajtra", irrid nghid inbid ta’ 1-gheneb, iswed u jfuh,
mhux ghasir tal-harrub mgholli u mdewwi bil-gxur tar-rummien, jigifieri msewwi " ghasra
zokkor. B’sold inbid kienet timlielek flixkun tan-nofs.

Wara I-fatra, li minnha aktarx kien imissni sehem jien ukoll, konna nghidu r-
Ruzarju Mqaddes, jirrakkonta xi praspura, ghax in-nannu kien maghruf ghall-praspar, u.
erhilna ghall-friex, bi twissija biex 1-ghada nbakkru nisimghu l-quddies ta’ l-ewwel, fl-
erbgha u nofs ta’ filghodu.  Nghid is-sewwa, lili kienu jqajmuni wara li jigu mill-
quddies; kien ghad kelli hdax-il sena.

Mas-sebh, kemm kemm ghadu bexbex, johrog il-karrettun fid-dawl tal-lampa tal-
pitrolju, johrog il-hmar mill-magjel, inaddfu mit-tiben li jkun wehel mieghu minn friexu, u
jarmah bil-karrettun. Qabel ikun xeddlu I-ghotja ta’ taht il-barda, u mbaghad ix-xedd,
ilibbislu l-kappestru, idahhlu b’ lura minn bejn il-lasti tal-karrettun, jehmez it-taranti,
jorbotlu s-sottopanza, u jdawwar ir-riedni mas-salib tal-karrettun, u erhilu jibda jghabbi;

xkora bl-ghalf, ohra b’xi kutra jew gakketta tas-suldati li jkun xtara, aktarx minn Bormla,
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biex jaghtihom lil xi bidwi. Jifrex xkora fuq is-salib u jhalli 1-benniena marbuta taht il-
karrettun ghalija meta nahbat se nghejja riekeb hdejh. Ommi kienet tqum maghna, u
tlestielna skutella kafe u kisra hobz tad-dar li kienet tlewwet u tahmi n-nanna jumejn qabel;
kisra ohra hobz biz-zejt, tadam, zebbug, kappar u bi¢¢a tonn iswed ghal mat-triq, ghax
minnu li konna nitilqu kmieni, imma bejn li t-triq hazina, il-hzim tal-hmar, u dik il-wagfa
jew tnejn, l-ewwel ghand Wenzu tal-pastizzi, il-Mosta, u wara ghand xi bidwi habib, bejn
Burmarrad u s-Salini.  X’aktarx 1i jien kont issibni mimdud fil-benniena, mhux rieqed,
minhabba l-istroffi u hofor tat-triq u dik iz-zegliga tal-karrettun, trid tkun bumerin biex
tmur ghajnek bik. |

Sadattant ikun sebah. Fir-rebbiegha tinsa l-istroffi li jkissrulek ghadmek u
titghaxxaq bil-hdura ta’ madwarek. It-triq dejqa kemm jghaddu bil-hniena zewg karrettuni,
imberfla bl-ingliza safra u tleqq, biz-zigland, hannewija, buzbiez, xewk u ghollieq, sigar
taz-znuber u prinjoli, u xi wahda taz-zebbug ukoll. Meta konna naslu ghan-nizla ta’ San
Guzepp, in-nannu kien jorbot il-krikk u jinzel minn fuq il-karrettun u mieghu kont ninzel
jien ukoll. Kont nibbies fuq is-salib jew fil-benniena, u erhili nigbor xi fiit plejju, papocci
u habb-il gamh u n-nannu kien iwissini biex ma naqtax tenghud u biex inwarrab mill-
hurrieq. Meta naslu Ghajn Rihana kont nitghaxxaq nittawwal minn fuq l-arkati, lejn
il-migra ilma li, ghalkemm Mejju, kienet ghadha tirgha f’'qiegh il-wied. Aktarx fuq iz-
zuntier tal-knisja helwa ta’ Santa Margerita kont issib xi bidwi xwejjah ipejjep pipa tabakk;
gie li n-nannu kien jafu u erhilhom, wara li jsellmu ’1-xulxin, in-nannu kien johrog borza
minn hobbu u jistieden lix-xih jimla 1-pipa. Jghidu kelmtejn, isagsu ghat-tali u ghall-iehor,
u nirkbu u nitilqulba ghal San Pawl. Naslu hdejn 1-ghajn tal-bhejjem 1i kienet tinsab f'ras
Burmarrad (fejn illum hemm il-knisja tal-Madonna) u jressaq il-hmar biex jixrob. Ahna
aktarx konna ngorru bomblu tal-fuhhar u nissichbu mal-hmar, nixorbu boqqa friska ahna
wkoll. Xorob il-hmar u tlagna, jien niskanta lejn hmar iehor b’ghajnejh mghammdin
b’bi¢¢a néirata mahmuga, idawwar is-sienja ta’ l-ilma li kien hemm qalb is-sigar tal-luq u
tal-harrub, fuq il-lemin, int u niezel San Pawl il-Bahar.

Rari tiltaga® ma’ karrettun ichor, jekk mhux xi bidwi gej lura minn ghand il-pitkali
ta’ Birkirkara, mghobbi b’xi xirja hafifa ta’ htigijiet tad-dar li ma kontx issibhom ir-rahal, u

jista’ jkun ukoll ma’ xi karrozzin iwassal xi sinjur il-Belt. Mela wasalna hdejn L-Ispralli.
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Dawn kienu tabilhaqq zewg spralli kbar {'ras Trig San Frangisk, ftit il boghod minn Villa
Castelletti u qrib l-ewwel lukanda.  Meta nidhlu aktar ’il gewwa, it-tislim bejn il-hbieb
jispissja. Wasalna fejn kienet il-Bay View Hotel (illum herba) , ghaddejna minn quddiem
il-parrocc¢a, il-bibien mitbuqa, u xi raheb ta’ San Frangisk jitlajja, jara lil min jigbed lejn il-
knisja u jissajja ghal xi ftit bejgha. . . . Il-patrijiet iridu jieklu ukoll!

Issa wasalna hdejn San Guzepp tan-nizla. Hemm nieqfu fiit biex nidhlu ghand il-
habib taghna Cikku c-Cenc¢ul, fejn niltaqghu ma’ xi hbieb ohra, Tal-Marden, sajjied, u
ohrajn li nafuhom. Billi 1-hobz biz-zejt inkunu kilnich mat-trig, u ikel fir-razzett
m’hemmx, in-nannu kien jirranga mac¢-Cenéul biex isajjar dik il-koxxa tal-majjal li gibna
maghna, u jistieden xi hbieb ghall-ikla ta’ nofsinhar, ghax s’issa harbu l-ghaxra ta’
filghodu! Ieqafkellem 1l dak, igbor xi haga tal-flus minn ghand l-iehor, il-hin itir!

Hrigna, u ghall-grazzja t’ Alla ghan-nizla tal-Ve¢¢a. Niltagghu ma’ Gerit tan-
naghag, u nirrangaw maghha ghal bieqja halib. Sakemm il-hmar jersaq jixrob mill-benna
ta’ I-ilma i hallielna San Pawl, ahna wkoll imbillu grizmejna u nimlew il-bomblu, ilma
frisk, safi u gieri, mhux b’dik il-kitba li hemm illum “mhux tajjeb ghax-xorb". Il-hmar
kien jixrob mill-gibjetta tal-genb, u ahna nimlew mill-mizieb tan-ni¢¢a.  Dak iz-zmien 1-
ghajn kienet aktar qrib lejn il-genb tal-bahar; niftakar li kienu ¢aqalquha darbtejn u
ghalquha ghax-xorb meta nfethet it-triq ta’ fuqha, Triq Rasul, u l-ilma gie mnigges mill-
hmieg tal-fosos tad-drenagg li fethu ghad-djar godda.

Thares ’1 isfel minn fuq i¢-¢int, kont tara “d-dar", fqira fil-gid imma ghanja fl-
imhabba, ta’ Cikku s-Sajjied, li mieghu konna, tista’ tghid, ta’ gewwa; ommu, Alla
jahfrilha, u jahfer lil missieru u hutu wkoll, ghax ilkoll hallew ix-xolfa u n-nases, biex issa
qed igawdu I-hena tal-Genna. B’girja wahda ninzel it-tarag u mmur nara “in-nannu u n-
nanna 1-Gerfux", u billi jien, meta konna nkunu “id-dar" kont niswa ghal xi qadja, erhilha
n-panna tgerfex fil-kexxun u tnewwilli xi kaghka helwa. U hekk, qajl qajl, qrib il-hdax
ta’ filghodu wasalna “id-dar".

Mela malli naslu, in-nannu jhott dak li jkun iddobba sa wasalna, u jqieghed kollox
fl-art. IZarma l-hmar, igieghed ix-xedd u l-barda taht il-logga tax-xellug fejn kellhom
imkienhom, u l-himar fil-magjel fejn jidher il-bieb iz-Zghir (ara d-disinn li ghamilt kif
niftakar ir-razzett ta’ Wied Bufula). Ikun ga sqieh mill-ghajn ta’ San Pawl], jimlielu 1-
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maxtura bl-ghalf, xghir, silla u I-kumplament, u jqeghedlu l-istanga biex ma johrogx; wara
mixja bhal dik, il-hmar ma jkollux mohh il-hrug! Idahhal il-karrettun fl-gharix, (kif jidher
ukoll fid-disinn), li kien imsaqqaf bil-qasab, bi¢-¢nagen fughom biex ma jehdux ir-rih,
jerfa’ dak li jkun halla fl-art, frott, haxix u x’naf jien, u nitilghu t-tarag minn barra sa ma
naslu fil-kamra tan-nannu, fejn kellu branda (sodda tal-kanvas) mghottija b’perkan,
igieghed kollox f'loku, u nitilghu l-erba’ targiet ta’ quddiem il-k¢ina, bla bieb ghas-setah u
I-kamra ta’ fuq (l-ghorfa), fejn konna nghaddu s-sajf ahna, u jara 1i hadd ma jongsu xejn.
Kienet tissakkar b’muftich dags ta’ San Pietru!

Ir-rixtellu kien il-bieb 1i jaghti ghall-wied, ta’ I-injam, u jissakkar b’firroll, ghax
kien jista’ jidhol min irid. Isakkar il-kamra tan-nannu, ir-remissa u l-ghorfa, kollox minn
barra. Mill-bitha kont tidhol mir-rixtellu ghall-wied, fejn kien hemm harga qasab hdejn
maqghad ilma biz-Zringjjiet, jinxef xi ftit fis-sajf, u £ wic¢ l-ilma kienu jikbru I-krexxuni
jew insalata ta’ 1-ilma water cress (Nasturtium officinale) Ix-xatba hija I-bieba i tiftah
ghall-bitha, u jkollha vent ta’ I-azzar biex ma tiddendilx.

Mir-rixtellu kont issib ruhek fil-wied, tghaddi minn taht is-sigar tal-lewz helu, u
tagsam dik in-nixxiegha rqiqa ta’ ilma safi, ibagbaq u jdur mal-gebel ahdar bil-haziz.
Iserrep minn bejn irqajja’ buda (Typha domingensis) u simar (Juncus sp.) ; dan kien jikber
kotran fejn illum hemm is-sigar taz-zebbug fi dhul il-Pwales.  L-ilma jibga’ jgelgel
sakemm jaqa’ f hofra mibnija apposta, minn fejn jibqa’ niezel il-bahar.  Fugq il-lemin
kien hemm tliet sigriet kbar tat-tut. Zewg passi ohra titla’ tarag mal-hajt tas-sejjich, u ssib
ruhek fhabel raba’ mimli sigar tal-hawh u frott irqiq.  Missieri kellu mansab qribhom v’
meta kien ikun rih punent, kien jitla’ jonsob hemm. In-nannu kien iwiddibna biex ma
mmissux frott mis-sigar; konna nigbru l-imwaqqa’, kien ikun aktar misjur u bnin, u xi ftit
mikul miz-zunzan.

Jekk tibqa’ tiela’ tigi taht il-knisja tal-Madonna ta’ 1-Abbandunati, minsuba fuq
ix-xifer tal-Wardija. Tahtha kienet tikber il-Warda Maltija (Rosa gallica); mhux darba,
fil-Hdud smajna l-quddies fil-knisja tal-baruni. Ii-post kien mizmum minn familja ta’
bdiewa, nies taz-zokkor. Wahda mix-xebbiet kienet mietet hesrem bi spluzjoni ta’
primus; ma nafx kinetx nefhitha zZejjed. Niftakar li morna naghtuhom l-ghomor; keltha

xi hamsa u ghoxrin sena.
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Ahna u gejjin lura konna nimlew bomblu jew tnejn ilma mill-ghajn ta’ San Pawl;

l-ilma kien bhal dak li hareg Mosé, mill-blat. Jghidu li l-ilma kien hargu San Pawl, u

hekk nemmen jien ukoll.

~Hreolithic / V) i
Tomlbs D

Mappa 12’ 1-Ordinance Survey 1962, fejn jidher Wied Bufula
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THE CRICKET’S CAGE Amgelo Dougall

This short article with an accompanying sketch and photograph, is intended to
show a type of Maltese cricket cage (gagga tal-werzieq) for its folkloristic interest and
research only. As environmentalists, lovers and admirers of this creature, we do not, in any
way, encourage the capture and insensitive inprisonment of this insect which fills the hot
summer nights with its song; it forms an intimate part of our life and environment.

The Song The cricket’s song, in reality the male’s mating call, is a shrill staccato chirp
heard during the night. It has inspired many poets, including in Malteseliterature, to
write about it.  In Maltese it is known by several names, varying according to locality, but
mostly called zerzur, grillu or werzieq il-lejl. It is associated with summer, and comes
out of hibernation during the hot months, mainly from July to September, and is heard no
more during the colder, wintry months. Some people, especially light sleepers and
insomniacs, hate its shrill call during the night. It is generally observed that it chirps
more sharply and strongly when the weather is humid or threatening to rain.

Folklore  Considering that the cricket is so much a part of our life, there is not much lore
about it. A fallacious but very strong belief among country folks is that its song ripens the
grapes on the vine. There is a saying which goes: Il-kant tal-grillu jsajjar I-gheneb (the
cricket’s song ripens the grapes), or: Meta I-gewnah tal-grillu jaghleb, isir I-gheneb.
(when the cricket’s wing vibrates, the grapes ripen). In Chinese folklore, the cricket is the
symbol of song, happiness and a long life, and regarded as a good luck charm. They also
keep crickets in cages, and it is surprising how such a tiny country like ours has this
folkloristic aspect in common with such a mammoth nation as China!

The Cage Obviously, many people like the cricket’s song, and have contrived to cage
it. Frans Farrugia from Hal Ghaxaq, a lover of folklore and member of the Folklore
Society Committee, made the cage shown in the photograph.  The construction of the
cage (see the annotated drawing) is based on the old method, of which he has one over
fifty years old. It is made of wood and rigid 1mm gauge steel wire, with vertical rods set
at some Smm apart. ~ When wire was not available in the past, bars were made of thinly

split reeds (2af2af) cut to size; obviously the cage was very fragile and more perishable.
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THE CRICKET’S CAGE

Cricket’s cages made by Frans Farrugia of Ghaxagq.
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Photos: (Top) Angelo Dougall (Bottom) Guido Lanfranco

-83-



IMKEJJEN UDRAWWIET FIL-BIRGU

TAL - BARKIL.ORI Anton Attard

Dawk li gabdu jew gabzu s-sittin, zgur jiftakru kemm kienet popolari x-xtajta tat-
“Toqba 1-Gdida" fix-xhur shan tas-sajf. Hawn kienu jghaddu nofstanhari shah, jilaghbu,
jixxemmxu u jghumu, il-bi¢éa 1-kbira tat-tfal tal-Birgu, billi x-xtajta tat- “Togba 1-Qadima”
kienet aktar riservata ghall-barklori u d-dghajjes taghhom.

Wagqt 1-ghawm, id-drawwa popolari hafna fost it-tfal kienet dik maghrufa bhala
“tal-barklori".  Xi zewigt itfal kbar, minn fost dawk l-aktar imqarbin, (li minnhom ma
konniex negsin!), kienu jonsbu lil xi tifel aljenat jixxemmex u, waqt li wiched jagbdu minn
idejh u l-iehor minn saqajh, jerfghuh mill-art, ihabbtuh tnejn jew tliet darbiet mal-kanun tal-
hadid i hemm imdahhal fl-art u, wara tixjira jew tnejn lura u ’'l quddiem, iwaddbuh il-
bahar, fost 1-ghors u d-dahq ta’ dawk it-tfal li jkunu ngabru madwarhom. Tfal li jkunu ga
nixfu fis-shana tax-xemx kienu jibzghu minn “tal-barklori" daqgs il-bard ta’ Jannar.

In-natural kurjuz tieghi kien igeghelni nistaqsi lili nnifsi: “Ghaliex din id-drawwa li
nnutajna biss fil-Birgu kienet tissejjah ‘tal-barklori’?; x’rabta ghandha mal-barklori?"
It-twegiba sibtha bla mistenni waqt li kont inqalleb il-harga tal-11 ta’ Mejju 1938 tal-gurnal
popolari “Il-Berqa". Kienet f"artiklu ta’ wiched 1i sejjah lilu nnifsu ‘Folk Lore’, intitolat
‘Tal-Barklori’. Il-kittieb spjega li, lura fiz-zmien, bosta mill-irgiel tal-Birgu kienu
jagalghu I-ghajxien taghhom billi jahdmu ta’ barklori. Bid-dghajjes taghhom kienu
jwasslu 1 passiggieri mix-Xatt ta’ San Lawrenz lejn 1-Isla, il-Belt, jew fuq xi bastiment tal-
gwerra sorgut fil-Port il-Kbir.

Meta 1-lanec¢ u 1-karrozzi kienu ghadhom ‘il boghod, kien xoghol ta’ htiega u jhalli
qligh tajjeb. Ghalhekk bosta kienu jithajru jagbdu dan il-mestier. 1zda biex taghmel dan,
ridt issir vittma ta’ ¢erimonja umoristika, li holqu bejniethom il-barklori stess ta’ din il-belt.
Ritwal li, irid jew ma jridx, kull min kien jittama li jsir barklor kellu jghaddi minnu. Xi
zaghzugh fl-eta tax-xoghol kien jinzel ix-xatt ta’ San Lawrenz ifittex xi barklor bid-dghajsa
tieghu, 1i jkun jinhtieg xi sicheb, billi d-dghajsa, dak iz-zmien kienet trid tithaddem minn
zewg qaddiefa.  Dakinhar, dan aktarx kien jilbes xi qmis bajda u qalziet tas-sarg, bil-

quddiem tieghu jinqafel permezz ta’ zewg buttuniet fil-gnub. F’rasu aktarx li kien jilbes
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xi berritta skocc¢iza, qisha platt, b’zewg zigarelli hergin mill-warrani taghha u jiddendlu
ghal wara l-ghongq.

Malli jintlemah, xi zewg barklori minn fost dawk li jkunu l-art jistennew il-vjagg,
kienu jersqu lejh kollhom zeghil, u jsagsuh jixtiegx ix-xoghol. Narturaiment dan kien
jahtafhom fil-kelma u jkompli maghhom ghax jahseb li x-xoghol kien fil-but. Wara xi
hin jaljenawh bid-diskors, il-barklori jaghmlu sinjal lil xulxin, u f ghamza ta’ ghajn
jagbduh minn idejh u saqajh, u wara li jkaxkruh bil-warrani jhabbat mat-tarag li kien
iwassal ghall-bahar, kif kien ikun ghadu mizmum tajjeb f’idejhom, kienu jhabbtuh xi darba
jew tnejn mal-pruwa ta’ xi dghajsa migbuda l-art, u bosta drabi kien jispi¢¢a 1-bahar bil-
hwejjeg b’kollox, minkejja 1-ghajat ta’ 1-imsejken Zaghzugh, u fost id-dahq tal-barklori.
Jekk ebda dghajsa ma kienet tinzerta fuq ix-xatt, kienu jhabbtuh mal-hajt tal-bini ta’ 1-
Ammirall.

Wara li jbiddel hwejgu, jew ihallihom jinxfu fix-xemx, bi tpattija ghal din i¢-Cajta
kemxejn goffa, kien jissejjah minn xi barklor biex ikompli mieghu skond il-htiega li jkollu.
B’hekk kien jichu speci ta’ certifikat ta’ barklor u jkun jista’ jkompli £ dan il-mestier.

Ghalkemm din id-drawwa kienet inqatghet ghal kollox minn fost il-barklori, sabet
postha fost I-ghawwiema tat-Toqba 1-Gdida. Izda maz-Zmien, wara t-tibdil strutturali 1i
sehh £ dik ix-xaqliba, dawn ukoll nagsu ghal kollox, u qajl qajl ghebet din id-drawwa

folkloristika 1i tmur lura bosta snin.
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I1-Kanun li mieghu kienu jhabbtu lit-tfal ghawwiema fit-Togba tal-Birgu
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IX - XELTER John C. Saré
Kitba bbazata fuq intervista ma’ Anthony Schembri li kien inkarigat mix-xelters
tad-distrett ta’ Birkirkara fi Zmien il-gwerra.

L-ewwel xelters gew inprovvizati fid-djar. Dawn kienu xi mejda li fugha l-missier
kien ipoggi mtierah, imhaded u xi affarijiet ohra, biex jekk jaqa’ s-saqaf inaqqas mis-sabta
tieghu. Taht din kienet tistkenn il-familja fl-ewwel zminijiet tal-gwerra.

Ix-xeltrijiet pubbli¢i bdew jithaffru fil-blat £kull belt u rahal ma’ Malta kollha.
Hafna drabi dawn ix-xeltrijiet kienu jghaddu minn taht il-bini tan-nies u jitfa¢c¢aw fi triq
ohra. Kien hemm xeltrijiet li kienu haffruhom minn tarf sa tarf ta’ l-istess triq. Ix-
xelter kien ikun kuritur ’il fuq mion 33 metru tul, 2 metn wiesa’ u 2 metri gholi. Ix-
xeltrijiet kienu jibdew minn 5 metri taht wic¢ l-art. Kull wiehed kellu zewg bokkaturi, li
kienu mezz gha¢-Cirkolazzjoni ta’ l-arja, mezz ta’ salvatagg jekk bokka minnhom tingered,
u mezz biex in-nies ta’ triq wahda ma jdurux mal-blokk tal-bini biex jinzlu fix-xelter.

Fejn ma kienx hemm bokkaturi, kienet tithaffer spiera ghall-arja u din kien ikollha
skalapiza maghha ghall-hrug ta’ emergenza.

Ix-xeltrijiet kienu ta’ zewg tipi. Kien hemm dawk imhaffrin fi blat qawwi, u allura
kienu jichdu madwar 40 jum biex jithaffru, u ohrajn li kienu fi blat artab li kienu jichdu
madwar 15-il jum biex jitlestew.

It-tarag tax-xelter ma setax ikollu ingas minn Zewg indani; kien hemm Ui kellhom
tlieta jew erbgha, skond il-fond. Dawn l-indani kienu jservu biex itaffu mill-qawwa tal-
blast fil-kaz li bomba tisplodi qrib il-bokka tax-xelter. Id-dawrien tat-tarag kien idghajjef
is-sahha tal-blast. Qabel jibda x-xoghol fuq ix-xelter, il-perit u l-kuntrattur kienu jaraw
minn fejn jghaddu l-kanen ta’ 1-ilma, bjar, gwiebi u drenagg, u jhejju pjanta tax-xoghol.
Il-kuntrattur kien jistagsi lin-nies li minn tahithom kellu jghaddi x-xelter, dwar fejn kellhom
il-bir jew giebja, u jekk jafux b’xi ohrajn madwarhom.

Id-direzzjoni u l-mixja tal-qtugh tal-blat kienu jsiru bil-ghajnuna tal-boxxla. 1l-
kuntrattur kien ihaffer biss kuritur twil, u I-kmamar li nsibu fix-xelters kienu jithaffru mill-

privat bi spejjez taghhom. Ghal dawn il-kmamar kien hemm bZonn il-permess tal-gvern.
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Fi zmien l-attakki mill-ajru, familji shah kienu jghaddu sighat, granet, gimghat jew
xhur gewwa x-xeltrijiet. Familji i djarhom kienu mgarrfa mill-bombi kienu jibqghu
jghixu taht l-art sakemm il-gvern isibilhom post ichor. Tipi ta’ xelters ohrajn kienu
jkunu mhaffrin minn familji. Zewg familji jew tlieta kienu jiftichmu li jhaffru xelter, li
allura dan kien jghaddi minn taht id-djar taghhom. Dawn il-familji kienu jkunu mill-istess
triq,, imma hafna drabi kien ikollhom il-btichi jmissu ma’ xulxin. Ghalhekk xelter bhal
dan kien jibda jithaffer minn Zewg toroq differenti u jiltaqghu fin-nofs. Xeltrijiet bhal
dawn ghadhom jezistu fi djar privati, u llum tiskanta tarahom, meta fi Zmien ta’ gwerra
kienu xelters ta’ lussu kbir. Dawn kellhom dawl, ilma, u kmamar tas-sodda, ta’ I-ikelu
tal-hazna; ma kien jonqoshom xejn.

Illum dawn ix-xeltrijiet huma muzewijiet tal-gwerra u jiffurmaw parti mill-wirt
nazzjonali taghna. . Fost dawk i huma miftuhin ghall-pubbliku hemm dawk tal-Muzew
ta’ Wignacourt fir-Rabat, u ohrajn taht il-harsien tal-Kunsilli Lokali tal-Mosta u tal-Birgu.

Kitbiet ghal “L-Imnara”
Dawn iridu jkunu bazati fuq ricerka jew esperjenzi personali tal-kittieb, u jkolthom
dejjem konnessjoni mal-folklor lokali. Kull kitba ghandha tasal ghand l-editur,
Guido  Lanfranco, 78, Triq San Trofimu, Tas-Sliema, SLM 02

Abbonament / Shubija
Din il-pubblikazzjoni ma tinsabx fil-hwienet, ghax jir¢ivaha b’xejn il-Membri Effettivi
tal-Ghaqda taghna. Ghalhekk min irid jabbona jrid jissicheb fil-Ghaqda Maltija tal-
Folklor billi jhallas lira fis-sena (Lm 1); membri godda jhallsu zewg liri (Lm 2) fl-ewwel
sena biss, u jkomplu bil-lira fis-sena. Kull hlas ghandu jintbghat BISS lit-Tezorier,
is-Sur J.F.Porsella Flores, 69, Triq il-Palma, Paola.
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HGEJJEG TA’ SAN GWANN LI NIFTAKAR Angelo Dougall

Sa qabel it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija (1939-1945), {'kull belt u rahal ta’ dawn il-gzejjer
kienu jsiru 1-hgejjeg ta’ San Gwann. Donnhom li z-zaghzagh, u maghhom ukoll il-kbar,
kienu akkaniti ghall-ahhar u bil-pika bejniethom biex, ghal dik is-sena, jkollhom huggiega
akbar mis-snin ta’ qabel, u kienu jaghmlu l-almu taghhom kollu sabiex tirnexxi. Kien
kontra I-ligi li jinhazen injam u materjal ghall-hruq ghal dan il-ghan, madankollu I-hazna
tal-materjal ghan-nar kienet issir minn taht il-taht xorta wahda, v minn kmieni. Sahansitra,
¢ormiet ta’ zghazagh kienu jisirqu siggijiet u banketti minn wara I-bibien tan-nies, li
bilkemm kienu jidhlu fiit sa gewwa u jafdaw is-siggijiet barra l-bieb fuq il-bankina!

Billi dak iz-zmien kont ghadni tifel Zghir, ma tantx kelli ¢ans immur nara 1-hgejjeg
ta’ San Gwann li kienu jsiru fl-ibliet u l-irhula 1-ohrajn, imma l-huggiega li kienet issir fl-
Isla kienet tkun bizzejjed ghalija, u konna mmorru bi hgarna sabiex narawha.

Daz-zmien il-hgejjeg kwazi nqatghu ghal kollox, u wisq rari tara wahda lejlet San
Gwann! Donnu li z-zaghzagh spi¢éalhom l-entuzjazmu li kellhom, u mill-ahhar gwerra ‘1
hawn nibtet bruda lejn din it-tradizzjoni folkloristika u qadima. Fil-ktieb Holiday
Customs in Malta (1894), 1-awtur tieghu Vincent Busuttil tana xi taghrif dwar il-bidu tal-
Hgejjeg ta’ San Gwann, it-tifsir antropologiku, l-origini pagana taghhom, u ghaliex isiru
lejlet San Gwann, qrib hafna tas- Solstice tas-Sajf.  Isiru hgejjeg £ bosta pajjizi fl-Ewropa
u din it-tradizzjoni ilha ssir sa minn qabel ma beda jinxtered il-Kristjanezmu.  Dawn il-
hgejjeg bdew jasso¢jawhom mat-Twelid ta’ San Gwann il-Battista u b’hekk hadu tifsira
religjuza.

Gbir ta’ materjal ghall-hruq  Il-hgejjeg kienu jsiru bil-permess tal-pulizija tal-lokal, u
jkun iffissat il-post fejn isiru, basta ma jaghmlux hsara "1-proprjeta ta’ hadd. Fl-Isla, bhall-
ibliet 1-ohra tal-Cottonera, kien hemm kontroll shih tal-Pulizija fuq it-tqabbid tal-hgejjeg,
minhabba Ordinanzi ta’ Difiza u ta’ I-Ammirall, u billi 1-lokal hu qrib hafna tat-tarznari.
Il-huggiega 1-kbira kienet issir Ix-Xatt hdejn iz-Zurzieqa 1-kbira, faccata ta’ 1-Ospizju Sant’
Anna, u grib Strada Sirena (Triq is-Sirena). Matul is-sena, iz-Zaghzagh u t-tfal kienu
jigbru u jgemmghu ghall-huggiega injam u materjal iehor ghall-hrug.  Kienu tassew

akkaniti v jibdew jaghmlu dan minn kmieni fis-sena. Kienu jikklikkjaw bejniethom u
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jzommu rwiehhom qishom xirka sigrieta, halli hadd minnhom ma jikxef il-post fejn ikun
mohbi u mahzun l-injam u I-materjal 1i jdabbru. Dan kienu jaghmluh minhabba 1-
Pulizija jew ukoll minhabba xi gaj ichor rivali li jigu nkiss inkiss jisirqulhom mill-mahzen.
Il-mahzen kien ikun xi kantina mitluga u mudlama. Kien ikun hemm pika kbira biex
jigbru u jgorru hafna materjal biex il-huggiega tkun tassew kbira.

Xi drabi 1-Pulizija kienet issir taf b’xi post fejn kien qed jinhazen u jinheba dan il-
materjal u kien isir rejd minnhom. F’dan il-materjal ghall-hruq kienu jsibu hafna affarijiet
misruqa, bhal siggijiet, banketti u njam minn ghand tal-forn. Kont tara nisa tad-dar imorru
ghand il-pulizija biex jiehdu lura xi siggu li jkun insterqilhom minn wara 1-bieb ta’ barra, u
tghidx xi plejtu kienu jaghmlu wara 1-bieb ta’ 1-Ghassa tal-pulizija!

II-Huggiega, ©Lejlet San Gwann  Ftit hin qabel jidlam kont tara zghazagh, subien u
kbar ukoll, bizlin inewlu u jwaddbu hatab, injam u materjal ichor biex jibnu u jarmaw il-
huggiega. Fil-munzell kien ikun hemm ukoll xi bi¢¢a ghamara qadima u msewsa li kienet
tkun ta’ ngombru £°xi dar, u biex jehilsu minnha. Fugnett tal-munzell kienu jqieghdu xi
bi¢¢a opra tal-bahar qadima, bhal dghajsa, frejgatina, jew kajjikk ghall-hruq. Fuq kollox
kien jitgieghed trajbu, generalment mimli bit-tiben u ¢-¢raret imlibbes xi beritta f'rasu u
pipa fhalqu. Dan kienu jorbtuh ma’ xi puntal biex izomm dritt, jew gie li kien ikun
imdendel. Xi studjuzi tal-folklor isostnu li t-trajbu huwa fdal simboliku ta’ ritwal tal-
qedem ta’ sagrificéju uman lil 1-allat. B’kollox, il-munzell ta’ hatab u njam kien ikun,
bejn wiehed u iehor, xi zewg metri u nofs gholi.

Mat-tokki ta’ 1-“Ave Marija", malli jidlam, il-munzell jinghata n-nar " bosta nahat
sabiex jichu minn kullimkien xorta. Il-flammi jibdew telghin sakemm jilhqu l-quécata, u 1-
opra tal-bahar qadima, u t-trajbu jiehdu n-nar. Malli jibda jagbad it-trajbu, in-nies
migburin madwar il-huggiega jibdew jghajtu, jagbZzu u jéapépu bil-ferh. Tiskanta 1-effett
li taghmel huggiega fuq in-nies! F’dik id-dalma tara I-fjammi jlehhu v jibbru fuq l-u¢uh
ta’ dawk in-nies, b’dik il-harsa ¢assa taghhom, iharsu lejn il-huggiega b’'mezmerizmu
jahkem fughom jaraw in-nar jagbad! Ohrajn jibgghu bezlin inewlu bi¢¢iet ta’ l-injam,
jitimghu l-huggiega. Kultant jigu jqandlu xi bi¢ta ghamara qadima; thoss il-fewga tahraq
tan-nar ma’ wiccek. Tara ZghaZzagh iwarrbu l-gamar b’xi bi¢¢a njama twila, u taht il-

gamar igieghdu xi patatiet halli jinxtwew u jikluhom; donnhom jinteghmu itjeb hekk!.
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Tara ohrajn jghannu u jqabbly, jizfou u jagbzu £xi naha tal-huggiega, u b’kuragg u b’girja
jghaddu jigru minn gon-nar. Dan l-ghors jibqa’ sejjer sa tard nett tal-lejl, sakemm il-
huggiega tibda tnin, u tintefa u tispi¢ca ghal kollox. Kienu jigu jarawha hafna nies
minn kull rokna tal-belt. Filghodu mas-sebh konna mmorru x-Xatt naraw fejn kienet il-
huggiega; kien jibqa’ biss fl-art il-marka tan-nar.  Il-fdal u l-irmied kien jitnehha
filghodu kmieni mill-kenniesa tal-gvern.

Aktar Hgejjeg Go I-Isla kienu jqabbdu Zewg hgejjeg ohra izghar. Wahda fuq is-Sur
Tal-Vitorja, fejn kienet issir ghassa aktar stretta mill-pulizija minhabba li s-sur jaghti ghal
fuq it-Tarzna; kultant kien jitfac¢a wkoll xi Gwardjan tat-Tarzna, u l-ohra kienet issir fil-
wesgha ta’ quddiem il-Gnien tal-Portu Salv (II-Gnien tal-Gardjola). Din kienet issir mit-
tfal u z-zghazagh tat-Triq tal-Ponta. Kienu jsiru hgejjeg ohra fil-Cottonera, imma jien ma
kienx ikolli wisq ¢ans li narahom; ommi ma kinetx thallina nersqu lejn hgejjeg bhalma
kienu jaghmlu tfal ohra. Kultant xi tfal jippruvaw iqabbdu xi huggiega zghira {’salib it-
toroq, imma l-pulizija maiajr kienu jigu biex jitfuha, kif kienu jaghmlu wkoll xi nisa tad-dar
b’xi friskatur ilma, minhabba b 1-foga u I-gmied jimlewlhom djarthom.

Niftakar hgejjeg ohra fil-Cottonera. Fil-Birgu kienu jsiru tnejn, wahda fuq is-Sur Tal-
Bullara, qrib It-Togba, u ohra fuq is-Sur tal-Kurdari. Iz-zewg hgejjeg kienu jkunu kbar,
ghax kien hemm nies akkaniti li jiechdu hsiebhom, barra 1i kienu ppikati bejniethom ta’ min
tkun l-akbar. Fil-Kalkara kienet issir huggiega kbira hafna. Qabel it-Tieni Gwerra
Dinjija kien hemm dagsxejn ta’ ramla li kienet tkun mimlija alka, fejn illum hemm Misrah
1-Arcisqof Gonzi, quddiem il-knisja parrokkjali. Din il-huggiega kienet issir fuq ir-ramla
¢kejkna qrib il-bahar, u fiha dejjem kienu jgieghdu xi bi¢ca opra tal-bahar ghall-hrug.
F’Bormla kienu jaghmlu huggiega kbira fuq I1-Bastjun hdejn il-barracks ta’ Verdala u
Strada Sant’ Elena, u ohra kbira fi Pjazza Santa Margerita (ix-Xghira ta’ Bormla).

Huggiega ohra li kienet timpressjonani fi tfuliti, kienet dik 1i kienet issir f Wied il-
Ghajn (Marsaskala) u din kienet tkun tabilhaqq kbira, ghax tassew li fl-ibliet ma kienx
hemm wisq postijiet fejn isiru hgejjeg kbar , hlief fuq is-swar. Qabel it-Tieni Gwerra
Dinjija, kien hemm ramla ¢kejkna quddiem it-triq 1i minn Haz-Zabbar tizbokka fix-Xatt ta’
Wied il-Ghajn, li llum saret pjazza wiesgha qgrib il-knisja parrokkjali. Din ir-ramla kienet

tkun mimlija alka u xi ftit mahmuga, dejjem b’xi luzzijiet u kajjikki ghat-tvarar. Il
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huggiega kienet issir fuq din ir-ramla zghira, u fiha kienu jingarru bi¢¢iet ta’ njam u racanc
tal-hatab li kien itella’ 1-bahar, u xi bi¢¢a ghamara qadima u msewsa ma kinetx tonqos li
tispicca fil-huggiega. Hafna drabi kien jitqieghed fiha xi kajjikk qadim u mkisser, u t-
trajbu ma kien jonqos qatt. Niftakar li darba minnhom twaddbu gol-huggiega numru kbir
ta’ pellikoli tal-films li malajr hadu n-nar; dak iz-Zzmien kienu maghmulin minn tertuqa i
kienet tichu n-nar malajr. Billi d-dar kellna dagsxejn ta’ projector tal-loghob jien u hija
konna dabbarna minn hemm zewg reels zghar ta’ pellikoli, qabel l-ohrajn saru vampa.
Din il-huggiega ta’ Wied il-Ghajn ma kinetx iddum wisq, ghax kulhadd kien irid imur
jorqod, billi dik il-habta kien post Zghir u kwiet ta’ villeggatura.
Jum San Gwann L-ghada, jum San Gwann, kienet tkun Festa Kmandata bl-obbligu
tal-quddies, u hafna nies, wara 1-quddiesa, kienu jibqghu jitkellmu fuq il-huggiega.
Kienet tkun tradizzjoni folkloristika li biha konna nkunu nafu li s-Sajf beda. = Abna t-tfal
konna noqoghdu nirrakkontaw u nitkellmu fugha, u ghalina kienet tkun wahda mill-
avventuri ta’ tfulitna. Fi zmien il-gwerra I-hgejjeg twaqqfu b’Ordinanza tal-
Emergenza. Wara l-gwerra 1-hgejjeg bdew jingatghu bil-mod il-mod, u b’ hekk kwazi
spi¢cat ghal kollox tradizzjoni qadima. Forsi wkoll kienet l-indifferenza lejn din id-
drawwa li minhabba fiha ma bqajniex naraw il-Huggiega ta’ San Gwann.

Jekk daz-zmien issir xi Huggiega, issir b’hafna permessi u restrizzjonijiet, u taht
ghajnejn id-Dipartiment tat-Tifi Tan-Nar, £'xi festin jew party ta’ xi ghaqda filantropika,

izda wisq rari ssir bi spirtu folkloristiku tradizzjonali.
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DOQQ, JA BEDBUT, DOQQ Anna Borg Cardona B.A., L.T.C.L.

Il-bedbut huwa strument muzikali li sa ftit snin ilu kulhadd kien jaf x’inhu. It-tfal kont
tarahom jigru mat-toroq jew ma’ l-ghelieqi jedhew idogqu xi bedbut li jkun ghamlilhom
missierhom jew li jkunu ghamlu huma stess. Biex taghmel din is-suffara ¢kejkna
m’ghandekx bzonn xi gherf kbir, izda lum ftit issib nies li ghadhom jafu x’inhu il-bedbut,
u wisq inqas li jafu jaghmlulek l-istrument.
II-materjal li minnu jsir il-bedbut: Il-bdiebet jistghu jsiru minn diversi materjali. L-
izjed antiki aktarx huma dawk maghmula minn hxejjex komuni. Jekk inharsu lejn
in¢izjoni (Fig.1) li dehret f1-1723 fil-Gabinetto Armonico ta’ Filippo Bonanni," naraw tfal
jonfhu go sfafar maghmulin minn zkuk tal-qasab (bit-Taljan zampogne).Ftit snin biss wara
li dehret fl-Italja din l-in¢izjoni, insibu li I-Ghawdxi Kanonku Agius de Soldanis iddiskriva
I-bedbut tal-gzejjer taghna hekk:

Betbut - cifoletto, in Roma Zampogna. Formato dalla canna del grano da

due parti aperto con un taglio per aria da un canto indifussato viene da ragazzi.

(sic.- Diz. 72 v) 2
Il-kelma cifoletto gejja minn ciufolo, izjed maghruf bhala zufolo, 1i, bhal hafna ismijiet ta’
strumenti ohra, ghandu sinifikati differenti. Hawnhekk cifoletto tfisser sempli¢iment
suffara zghira. De Soldanis jghidilna li kienu jaghmlu bedbut minn canna del grano,
jigifieri minn zokk tal-qamh.

M. A. Vassalli fil-Lexicon tal-1796, * jiddiskrivi batbut bhala instrumentum
musicale rusticum et simplex, quod fit ex calamo avanae, arundiins, etc. Hawn jghidilna i
1-bedbut kien maghmul mill-hafur u mill-qasab, fost hxejjex ohra.

Fil-Vocabolario (anonimu) li hareg fI-1853 * l-awtur jiddeskrivi l-istrument bhala
samponietta di avena, reed pipe. Jerga’ jsemmilna li dan l-istrument Zghir kien maghmul
mill-hafur. Hawn Malta ghandna zewg tipi ta’ hafur, wiched Zghir u l-ichor kbir. Il-hafur
iz-zghir huwa rqiq u fragli wisq, izda, jekk ikun imdaqqas , ikollu zokk b’sahhtu bizzejjed
biex taghmel minnu l-istrument ¢kejken.

Nafu li strument iehor tat-tfal kien isir mill-bont tal-basal > 1i £ Awissu jkun niexef

sew u jsir iebes u sod. Missirijietna kienu jaghmlu xaqq bil-mus fin-nofs tal-bont u
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jaghmluh tip ta’ gugarell ghat-tfal. Dawn kienu jzarzru fih kemm jifilhu u jarmuh meta
jixbghu minnu.  Dan l-istrument ukoll, hafna nies isejhulu bedbut (Fig.2).

Jekk inharsu ftit izjed fid-dettall lejn dak li nkiteb u dak 1i jinghad fuq il-bedbut,
nibdew nindunaw minnufih, li I-kelma bedbut kienet u ghadha tfisser diversi tipi ta’ sfafar
maghmulin mill-bxejjex.  Insibu li bi¢ca huma miftuhin minn zewg nahat, u ohrajn minn
naha wahda biss. U bi¢¢a ghandhom xaqq f"Zaqghom u ohrajn ghandhom ilsien. Dawn,
minkejja i huma ta’ ghamla differenti, kollha jissejhu bl-istess isem ta’ bedbut, u
m’ ghandniex nistaghgbu jekk insibu li hemm isem wiched ghal strumenti differenti u gie ki
wkoll hafna ismijiet ghall-istess strument, ghax f’pajjizi ohra wkoll ta’ spiss jigri hekk fi
strumenti popolari.

Skond De Soldanis, zokk tal-qamh miftuh minn zewg nahat i jagtghulu gasma,
jissejjah bedbut. Ahna nafu li dan l-istrument u 1-bont tal-basal, 1i huma t-tnejn miftuhin
minn Zewg nahat, huma totalment differenti minn dawk l-istrumenti li huma miftuhin minn
naha wahda biss. Zokk 1i jkun miftuh minn naha v maghluq minn naha ohra, u li ftulu
jingata’ Isien li jperper u jivvibra meta tonfoh, huwa bedbut li bl-Ingliz jissejjah single reed
jew single beating reed. Dan l-istrument ¢kejken kapa¢i jipproduéi nota ¢ara u mhux
izarzar biss kif jaghmlu whud mill-istrumenti tat-tfal maghmulin mill-hxejjex.

Jekk inharsu lejn 1z-zokk tal-qamh 1i semma De Soldanis, insibu li ghandu ghadd
ta’ ghoqod {ih, u allura minnu huwa possibbli li jingatghu mhux biss strumenti b’Zzewg
nahat miftuhin, izda wkoll strumenti fejn naha tkun maghluqa u ohra miftuha (Fig. 3).
L-istess insibu fil-hafur 1i jissemma minn Vassalli, izda dan ikollu ghogda wahda biss in-
naha t’isfel (Fig. 4).  Kull fejn hemm ghoqda jew ghaksa, jista’ jinqata’ t-tip ta’ bedbut
b’naha maghluqa u l-ohra miftuha. Din l-ghamla ta’ bedbut hija l-aktar interessanti
ghalina ghax insibu li ghandha importanza kbira fi strumenti muzikali aktar komplessi.

Kif isir il-bedbut tal-qasab: Bla dubju, il-qasab (4rundo donax), huwa l-izjed
materjal b’sahhtu li minnu jistghu jsiru 1-bdiebet (single reed). 1l-qasab ma jridx ikun
ohxon wisq, ghax izjed ma jkun ohxon inqas jippermetti vibrazzjonijiet. L-ahjar bdiebet
isiru minn gasab ta’ minn seba’ sa ghaxar millimetri dijametru li jkolthom il-goxra tal-
qasba rqiqa u t-togba (bore) wiesgha. Il-bedbut jista’ jinqata’ u jsir dak il-hin stess minn
qasba friska, specjalment meta jsir biex jintuza mit-tfal li jgawduh ghal ftit u jarmuh. Izda
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jekk il-bedbut se jsir ghal xi skop ichor, bhal nghidu ahna parti minn strument iehor, il-
qasab ghandu jinqata’ u jitnixxef sewwa qabel jinbeda x-xoghol fuqu. Huwa ahjar jekk
dan il-qasab ma jitnixxifx fix-xemx ghax jinhataf, ® u ma jkunx tajjeb hafna ghall-bdiebet.

Nibdew billi naqtghu l-gasba kemm kemm ’il fuq mill-ghoqda, u xi seba’ ¢entimetri
izjed ‘1isfel mill-ghoqda. B’hekk ikollna bic¢a qasba twila xi 7.5 ¢entimetri maghluga bl-
ghogda minn naha wahda u miftuha mill-ohra (ara Fig. 5a u 6a).

Go din il-qasba jinqata’ Isien jew, kif nghidu, “bieba". Hemm zewg modi kif
tista’ tinqata’ din il-bieba; jew tibda min-naha ta’ I-ghoqda u taqta’ ’1 isfel biex naghmlu
dik li teknikament tissejjah down-cut reed - (Fig. 5), jew tibda min-naha l-ohra u tagta’ lejn
I-ghogda biex naghmlu dik 1i tissejjah up-cut reed (Fig. 6). Mill-istharrig li ghamilt jien
jidher li, £ Malta, 1-aktar maghrufa aktarx kienet dik maqtugha ’1isfel, ghalkemm kien
hawn ukoll xi wahdiet minn dik maqgtugha 1 fuq. - Naraw ftit kif isiru dawn il-bdiebet.

(a) Bedbut maqtugh l-isfel:  Dan isir billi, b’xafra li taqta’ sewwa, naghmlu qasma
mimduda fil-wesgha tal-qasba ftit ’1isfel mill-ghaksa jew ghoqda (ara Fig. 5b).  Din trid
tkun fonda 1-hxuna kollha tal-qasba u twila xi nofs ¢entimetru.  Imbaghad, minn kull tarf
tal-qasma mimduda, innizZlu xaqq miexi 'l isfel u fond sa gewwa biex noholqu 1-bieba
(Fig. 5¢). B’hekk, il-bedbut, bil-bieba maqtugha ’1 isfel, teknikament ikun lest. Dan
jindaqq billi ddahhal fhalgek l-istrument min-naha ta’ l-ghoqda sat-tarf tal-bieba u tonfoh
fih. Lijigri hu li, meta tonfoh, il-bieba tibda timmolla u tirtoghod bil-vibrazzjonijiet u
tipproduci nota ¢ara. Izda spiss jirrizulta li, tonfoh kemm tonfoh, issib 1i 1-bedbut ma
jdoqgx. F’dan il-kaz il-bieba jkollha bzonn jew li titraqqaq ftit bil-mus biex tkun izjed
flessibbli, jew tingibed kemxejn ’il barra b’hafna attenzjoni biex ma tinqasamx. Bi ftit
loghob, fl-ahhar il-bedbut ghandu jigi jdoqq.

{(b) Bedbut maqtugh il fuq: Biex naqtghu bedbut li se jkun up-cut, (Fig. 6) il-
qasma naghmluha xi 3.5 ¢entimetri izjed ’1isfel mill-ghoqda (Fig. 6b) u minflok ma
naqtghu ’1isfel bil-mus, nitilghu lejn 1-ghoqda biex il-bieba tigi thares in-naha l-ohra (Fig.
6¢). Din xorta trid tiddahhal kollha fil-halq sa ftit izjed mill-qasma tal-bieba. Meta
tonfoh, il-bieba tibda tperper bil-vibrazzjonijiet u ddoqq. Naturalment jekk ikun hemm
l-inqas varjazzjoni fil-wesgha tal-qasba, fit-tul taghha jew fil-hxuna, il-hoss jinbidel. It-
tfal jifirhu mhux ftit meta jiskopru li kull bedbut jista’ jaghmel hoss differenti, u jekk
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taghmlilhom xi tliet bdiebet jew erbgha, kollha ta’ dagsijict differenti, jindunaw 1i l-akbar
bedbut se jkollu nota aktar baxxa, waqt 1i l-izghar u l-idjaq wiched se jaghti l-oghla nota.
II-bedbut bhala parti minn strumenti ohra: I-bedbut tal-qasab hemm skopijiet ohra
ghalih, barra dak li jferrah lit-tfal. Infatti nistghu nghidu li I-bedbut huwa 1-bazi ta’ ghadd
ta’ strumenti muzikali aktar komplessi.  Billi bedbut wahdu jdogq nota wahda biss,
missirijictna kienu jaraw kif jaghmlu biex izidu n-numru ta’ hsejjes. Dan kienu jaghmluh
billi jdeffsu bedbut gewwa bi¢ca qasba {tit usa’ u itwal 1i tissejjah “qima", li fiha kienu
jZidu xi hames togbiet jew imriefes (fingerholes) . Imbaghad erhilhom idogqu xi melodiji
sempli¢i li issa, sfortunatament, ftit niftakru minnhom. Meta l-bedbut jiddeffes gewwa
qasba ohra bl-imricfes, b’dan il-mod, johlog tip ta’ klarinett 1t huwa maghruf matul il-
medda kollha ta’ 1-Afrika ta’ Fuq u tul ix-xtut tal-Mediterran.  Fil-pajjizi ta’ 1-Afrika ta’
Fuq huwa maghruf bhala zummara. Hawn Malta u fi Sqallija wkoll, insibu li l-isem
Zummara jintuza mhux biss ghal dan l-istrument, 1zda wkoll ghal xi tipi ohra ta’ sfafar
maghmulin mill-hxejjex.

Flok gima wahda gicli niltagghu ma’ tnejn marbutin {limkien, bhalma nsibu fiz-
7zaqq Maltija. dan il-kaz ghandna qima wahda b’hames rifsiet u ohra b’wahda. Kull
gima jkollha bedbut tal-qasab imdeffes go fiha li jkun maghmul bil-mod li semmejna (1-
izjed komuni dak maqtugh ’lisfel; Fig. 5).  Qabel ma jintuzaw, dawn il-bdiebet iridu
jkunu mnixx{in sewwa. Ghaz-zaqq, iz-zewg bdiebet iridu jinstemghu gishom bedbut
wiched, jigifieri jdogqu l-istess nota.  Biex jirnexxilek taghmel dan, trid hafna loghob u
pacenzja kbira. Hawn Malta 1-uzanza hi li ddeffes xaghra bejn il-perpura tal-bieba , biex
tibga’ dik il-harira miftuha u b’hekk tkun izjed flessibbli.  Imbaghad torbot il-hajt madwar
il-bedbut fit-tarf {* isfel tal-bicba. Jekk in-nota ghandha bzonn toghla, trid tressaq il-hajt
fitizjed il fuq. Izda jekk in-nota ghandha bzonn titbaxxa, irid torbot il-hajt kemxejn
iZzjed "lisfel.  Gieli kienet ukoll titgieghed xi qatra xema® f*tarf il-bieba biex tvarja t-ton
harira 'lisfel. U hekk tkompli tilghab u tipprova sakemm iz-zewg bdiebet ikunu ntunati
sewwa ma’ xulxin. Id-daqqaqa taz-zaqq kicenu jgorru maghhom partita bdiebet biex ikunu
jistghu jaghzlu u jbiddlu kif mehtieg.  Gieli wkoll kienu Jaqtghu galbhom ghax isibu 1i “1-

bdiebet ma jridux ikunu jafu".



Hi-bedbut fil-kultura taghna: Fil-gedem, kull haga 1i kienet tipproduci hoss kienet
tigi meqjusa bhala haga magika ghax kellha “va¢i” li I-bniedem ta’ dak iz-zmien ma setax
jispjega. ® Izda x’sehem kellu I-bedbut fil-hajja tal-Maltin ta’ l-imghoddi?

Hawn ta’ min isemmi poezija li jismha MILIZIA inchella jdakka ta Zeppi bil
BEDBUT FIL WACKT LI SEJER Santiermu.®  Din il-poezija miktuba £ 71 kwatrina
b’taqbil ta’ I-ghana Malii (abcb), kienet harget fI-1852 bi skop politiku. Dak iz-zmien, Dr.
(wara Sir) Adrian Dingli kien ippropona li I-Maltin jidhlu ghall-milizia bilfors. Il-poezija
topponi din l-idea b’mod ¢ar 1i jithem kulhadd. Hija forma ta’ oggezzjoni fisem il-
popolin. Nikkwoia (bl-ortografija originali) xi ftit strofi minnha:

7. Dock ja bedbut dock / Dock iddakka tatambur,
Igri ilbes "uniformi / Biex santiermu t’ fittesc tmur.
8. Dock ja bedbut dock / Biex nisctrilek habba tin
Lesti ruhek ghal santiermu / Fittex naddaf I’azzarin
18. Dock ja bedbut dock / BANNI BANNUZZIITTATA GEI
Int iddock u jien inghanni / U fsantiermu immorru ittnei.
34. Dock ja bedbut dock / Biex nisctrilek habba tin

Af jech tonckos fil Milizia / Thallas hamsa u ghoscrin scelin.

Barra l-hafna interess storikun u politiku, din il-poezija ghandha interess spe¢jali ghalina
ghax insibu li I-bedbut tant huwa kunsidrat xi haga Maltija li d-daqqa tieghu hija hawnhekk
identifikata mal-vuci ta’ protesta tal-poplu Malti. Punt ichor interessanti huwa li nsibu 1-
kliem Doqq, ja bedbut dogq, biex nixtrilek habba tin ripetuti kemm-il darba fil-poezija.
Kif nafu, il-bdiebet fihom hafna loghob biex jigu jdogqu tajjeb u jhobbu jittantaw.
Ghathekk, gabel jonfhu fil-bi¢ta qasba, il-Maltin kellhom id-drawwa 1i jwieghdu ’1 bedbut
xi haga tajba biex jibda jdoqq malajr. Li giethom {'rashom kienet il-habba tin tac-cappa:

Doqq, doqq, bedbut doqq / ha nixtrilek habba tin/ minn ghand Peppu s-Seracin."
Interessanti li Giuseppe Pitre kien sab hsieb simili fi Sqallija fejn kienu joghrku 1-bedbut
(zampogna, zampognella, sampugnedda, zammara, zammariedda etc.) bejn idejhom, u
biex ifittex jibda jdoqq, jghidulu:

, . . . 11
Sona sona, zammariedda / chi ti fazzu la cammiciedda
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U f"Napli jghidu:

Sona sona, zampognella / ca t’accatto la gonnella,

La gonnella de scarlato: / 8i non suone, te rompo la capo.

F’dawn il-formuli 1i nafu i jintuzaw " Malta, fi Sqallija u £ Napli, naraw 1i 1-bedbut
tista’ tghid 1i jitgies mhux bhala haga mejta izda bhala haga hajja, sahansitra bhala wiehed
li ghandu bzonn jilbes u jiekol bhall-bniedem. Min jaf kemm hu antik dan il-hsieb?

Minn dan kollu li semmejt jidher 1i I-bedbut huwa minsug sewwa fil-kultura tal-
Maltin. Dan l-istrument ¢kejken, spe¢jalment dak maghmul mill-qasab, mhux haga ta’
Malta biss izda huwa wkoll parti integrali mill-kultura tal-pajjizi ta’ madwarna fil-
Mediterran. Il-kultura tieghu insibuha kull fejn jinsab jikber naturali 1-gasab. Nafu wkoll
illi dan il-bedbut tal-qasab ma tbiddel xejn minkejja Z-Zmien li ghadda minn fuqu.™
Kemm ilu fost il-Maltin ma nahsibx li qatt se nkunu nafu, izda nistghu nghidu i huwa
strument primittiv hafna, li hu maghgun fil-kultura taghna, u li jkun ghajb jekk wara dawn

is-snin kollha fostna inhalluh jintnesa u jintilef.
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Fig. 1 Incizjoni fil-Gabinerto Armonico 12° Filippo Bonanni, 1723.
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Fig. 3 Bdiebet maghmulin miz-zokk tal-qgamh

Fig.4 Bedbut tal-hafur
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NOTA DWAR L-INHAWI P BORMLA Lorenzo Zahra

Wiehed jinnota b’ interess li qabel bdiet is-sistema li jinghataw ismijiet lit-toroq
taghna l-inhawi kellhom il-lagam ta’ kif kienu maghrufa. Dan wiched jista’ jarah billi fl-
imghoddi, il-kappillani, darba fis-sena, kienu jaghmlu ¢ensiment ta’ l-erwieh taht il-kura
taghhom, u jduru I-parruccani bieb bieb. It-taghrif migbur, jissejjah Status Animarum (1-
istat ta’ I-erwieh). F’Bormla, sas-seklu sbatax, ma kienx ghad hemm ismijiet tat-torog,

izda kienu bil-lagam; hawn se nsemmu ftit taghrif dwarhom.

Kien hemm inhawi Tal-Knisja u nhawi msejhin la Platea, fix-Xatt.  It-triq
ewlenija kienet dik Tal-Giebja. Bla dubju, l-inhawi ta> Santa Tereza u ta’ Santa Margerita
kienu ga maghrufa.  Ismijiet li ghadhom jezistu huma dwar il-Wied ta’ Santa Liena, dik

ta’ Bongiorno u dik ta’ Srejdek.

II-Mandragg kien jinfirex qrib il-bieb ta’ 1-Isla, kif ukoll lejn l-inkawi ta’ San Pawl.
Kien hemm inhawi lejn It-Torri, kif ukoll lejn L-Imtichen. Naha ohra kienet maghrufa
ghall-Gnien (I-Giardino) .  Xi toroq kienu maghrufin ghal xi familji, bhal dik Ta’ Gafa,
jew Ta’ Cordina. Toroq jew inhawi ohra kienu dawk Ta’ Karletti, Ta’ Natale u Spezjale.
Kien hemim inhawi bi kwartier maghruf Ta’ Kanali, u post iehor imsejjah Ta’ Gantnella.

Ta’ min jghid 1i fil-bidu tas-seklu tmintax, bhal 1-1712, il-popolazzjoni kienet 3876
wagqt li n-numru ta’ djar ga kien kiber ghal madwar 1,000.

Izda fis-seklu tmintax il-popolazzjoni £ Bormla tant zdiedet, li 1-Gran Mastru ordna

1i ma jidhlux aktar nies jabitaw hemum. Dan kien jigri ghaliex hafna kienu jinzZlu joqoghdu
fl-inhawi grib I1-Port fejn kienu jistghu jaqalghu x’jieklu bix-xoghol.
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IT-TAGHLIM TAD-DUTTRINA FIL-GZEJJER MALTIN;
FTIT TA’ L-ISTORJA Guido Lanfranco

Ma’ 1-izvilupp, progress u eveluzzjoni kontinwa ta’ 1-istorja, jinbidlu l-aspetti
kollha 1i fihom timxi 1-hajja taghna. It-taghlim tad-duttrina gralu l-istess, ghadda minn
Zzmien ghal iehor, jinbidel skond i¢-cirkostanzi kollha. Qabel ma gie 1-Ordni ta’ San
Gwann " Malta, kien hawn abbandun shih fl-ogsma kollha, minhabba I-fagar generali,
attakki kontinwi mill-furbani, is-sistema fewdali li kellna, l-isqfijiet ta’ Malta li gatt ma
rifsu Malta, u I-ftit religjuzi li kellna kellhom bosta diffikultajiet fil-qadi ta’ dmirhom.
Seklu sittax In-nies tat-tajjeb generalment kienu joqoghdu fl-Imdina u kienu
jedukaw lil uliedhom individwalment, bil-ghajnuna ta’ xi religjuz jew bniedem ichor,
lokalment jew barra. Mal-wasla ta’ 1-Ordni, £ Malta nhass aktar sens ta’ protezzjoni,
ghalhekk gam il-kuragg biex jizdiedu l-knejjes, il-bini, u r-religjuzi, u biz-zmien beda
jkolina isgfijiet li joqoghdu maghna. Bejn 1-1545 u 1-1563 kien sar il-Kon¢ilju ta’ Trento
li fost affarijiet ohrajn hareg digriet 1i, kull nhar ta’ Hadd filghodu, I-kappillani kellhom
jispjegaw il-vangelu, u filghaxija jghallmu d-duttrina.  Izda xorta wahda kien hawn hafna
injoranza, ghax l-edukazzjoni tal-poplu kienet ghadha ma nibtitx, u ghalhekk ukoll fost il-
qassisin kien ghad hemm nuqqas ta’ taghlim. Meta "Malta kien hawn id-delegat
appostoliku Duzina fl-1575, li kien gie biex jaghti spinta lill-Knisja lokali, tista’ tghid li 1-
bicca 1-kbira tal-gassisin ma kinux jghallmu d-duttrina kif nafuha llum, imma aktarx il-
kredu, il-kmandamenti u xi talbiet bhall-Ave Marija', u l-attijiet tal-fidi, tama, mhabba u
ndiema. Dawn kienu jsiru kollha bl-amment minghajr spjegazzjonijiet. Jiena stess meta
kont zghir immur l-iskola f'nofs is-snin tletin, bhalma nisthajjel jiftakru bosta anzjani ohra,
tas-seklu ghoxrin, id-duttrina kienu jghallmuhielna bl-amment, kif ukoll it-talb komuni, 1-
attijjiet u l-kredu. Mhux biss, imma nista’ nghid li konna nkantawhom, kulhadd flimkien
b’melodija monotona, u mistogsijiet u spjegazzjonijiet xejn. Skejjel ohrajn mhux biss
kienu jkantawhom, izda min kien jghallimhom kien igieghel lit-tfal jitbandlu kollha
flimkien mal-melodija heddiela. Meta kbirna bdejna nuzaw xi ftit il-kotba li ma kienu xejn
attraenti, izda xorta wahda konna nitghallmu kollox bl-amment.

Seklu sbatax Fis-seklu sbatax it-tfal kienu jir¢ievu xi istruzzjoni tal-katekizmu,
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izda milli jidber aktar ma kien isir xejn.” Fil-knisja tal-Gizwiti fil-Belt Valletta kien
hemm Istituto Della Dottrina, u I-Papa Gregorju (1621-1623) kien hareg indulgenzi ghal
dawk li jattendu ghall-katekizmu fdin il-knisja.’  Komplew jizdiedu l-ghaqdiet ta’ kull
xorta u l-fratellanzi laj¢i.  Dawn ta’ 1-ahhar tista’ tghid li kienu l-ewwel li offrew ghamla
ta’ ghajnuna so¢jali lill-poplu.  Mhux mill-ewwel kienu eretti bhala fratellanzi, izda
ghall-bidu kien hemm gruppi ta’ nies bhala sodalita jew kongregazzjoni u meta zviluppaw
fix-xoghol taghhom gie li kienw jinbidlu fi fratellanzi biex ikollhom aktar indulgenzi,
privileggi u skopijiet.  Fost dawn insibu dawk li twaqqfu bil-fehma 1i jgibu ’1 quddiem it-
taghlim tad-duttrina, ghax il-kappillan wahdu ma kienx jista jiehu hsieb kollox. Fis-seklu
tmintax, 1-ahhar wiehed ta’ 1-Ordni, komplew il-movimenti biex jiehdu hsieb it-taghlim
tad-duttrina.

Seklu tmintax L-ewwel Sodalita tad-Duttrina Nisranija li twagqfet il-Belt Valletta
f’dan is-seklu kienet fil-parrocea ta’ San Pawl, b’digriet ta’ 1-4 ta’ Frar 1724, u t-tieni
wahda {"Hal Lija wara talba mill-kleru tad-29 ta’ Novembru 1727. Il-kappillan kien ikollu
d-dmir li jghallem xi katekizmu lill-kbar kull nhar ta’ Hadd waqt il-quddiesa, u liz-zghar
£xi hin ichor; hawn is-Sodalita bdiet tghinu fix-xoghol tieghu*  FI-1728, fil-parrocéa
ta’ Haz-Zabbar twaqqfet is-Sodalita tal-Madonna tad-Duttrina u tgieghed inkwadru taghha
fuq l-artal tal-Kur¢ifiss, fejn kien hemm il-Fratellanza ta’ 1-Agonizzanti, izda fI-1875
twaqqfet il-Fratellanza tal-Madonna tas-Sacro Cuor, fuq l-istess artal li hadetilha postha u
nbidel l-inkwadru.’ Ghalkemm fl-Isla kien hemm xi qassisin jghallmu d-
duttrina, dawn kienu jaghmlu hekk minn rajhom u mhux bhala parti mill-pjan parrokkjali.
Ghalhekk mill-1762 dawn il-ftit gassisin organizzaw ix-xoghol aktar bis-serjeta. Kienu
jghallmu I-katekizmu lit-tfal qabel I-ghasar fil-Hdud u 1-festi matul is-sena, mqassmin fi
klassijiet. Matul ir-Randan 1i 1-Maltin ta’ dari kienu josservaw sewwa bl-opri tajba,
ezer¢izzi, sawm, penitenza u talb, kienu jghalimubom il-katekizmu kuljum fil-knisja ta’
San Giljan fejn hemm lapida li turi li f1-1770 hemmekk giet iffurmata il-Veneranda Opera
della Dottrina. F1-1774 din hadet sura ta’ Fratellanza tad-Duttrina Nisranija taht it-titolu
ta’ San Vincenz de Paule u hemm sar artal ta’ din il-fratellanza dedikat lilu. F1-1788, il-

kanon¢i ta’ 1-Isla u l-isqof riedu jqajmuha fiit aktar u t-taghlim beda jsir ghall-kbar ukoll°
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Seklu dsatax Il-jiem tal-karnival, fi Zmienna, ghalkem ingas mill-imghoddi,
ghadhom jitqiesu bhala okkazjonijiet ta’ dnub, ghalhekk dawk l-ghaqdiet li ssoltu jigbru t-
tfal ghad-duttrina, jigbruhom ukoll ' dawn il-jiem u jorganizzawlhom attivitajiet biex mhux
biss izommuhom boghod mill-okkaZjoni tad-dnub, imma wkoll biex ipattu ghan-nuqgasijiet
li jsira minn haddiehor. L-istess haga kien isir fis-seklu tmintax. Fl-Isla, bhala ezempju,
kienu jaghmlulhom processjoni li fiha kienu jippartecipaw il-fratelli, it-tfal, il-kappillan, u
kull min kellu x’jagsam maghhom fit-taghlim tad-duttrina. Kienu jzuru diversi knejjes tul
din il-processjoni, li ghalhekk bdiet tissejjah il-processjoni ta’ l-istazzjonijiet.”

F’Hal Lija, fil-jiem tal-karmival, is-Sodalita kienet taghmel Espozizzjoni kuljum,
quddiesa kantata, u filghaxija ghasar, kant, priedka u benedizzjoni.® Dan kien isir fil-
parro¢¢I kollha, y maghruf bhala Karnival Qaddis.  Fil-karnival tal-1823 kulhadd kien
baqa’ mbikkem bit-tragedja i fiha kienu mietu 110 tfal mghaffgin u fgati minhabba r-rassa
u l-paniku 1i nqala’ meta regghu lura ghas-sagristija ta’ Ta’ Giezu fil-Belt Valletta, wara 1i
kienu haduhom dawra 1-Furjana biex izommuhom boghod mill-bluhat tal-karnival.

F’Birkirkara, il-Pia Opera della Dottrina Cristiana, fl-1820 saret fratellanza, imma
&a kienet tezisti ftit taz-zmien qabel. Il-prepostu kien id-direitur, u fost l-uffi¢jali taghha
kien hemm zewg pescatori biex ifittxu t-tfal u jibaghtuhom ghad-duttrina.’ Milli jidher
din, biz-2mien, spiccat jew bidlet il-forma taghha ghax f1-1857 twaqqfet il-Kongregazzjoni
ghat-Taghlim tad-Duttrina fil-knisja Tal-Herba.' Fil-kappelli u oratorji bdew
jitwaqqfu diversi istituzzjonijiet ghat-taghlim tad-dutirina, organizzati tajjeb, jaghmlu dik ki
ahna bqajna nghidulha il-“gara” u jgassmou premyyjiet il min jattendi u jmur tajjeb; kenu
jattendu mijiet ta’ tfal. F1-1833 fil-Furjana twaqqfet il-Congregazione della Dottrina
Cristiana, u ghad hemm l-inkwadru tal-Madonna tad-Duttrina.!’  Fil-Belt Valletta 1-
ewwel ma twaqqaf £ dan is-seklu kien I-Istituto Maltese d’Educazione Cattolica f1-1839,
fil-kappella tal-Kun¢izzjoni tal-Gizwiti li mbaghad haduh £ San Gakbu. F1-1847-1848
twaqqaf istitut ichor taht l-isem tal-Bon Pastur fil-knisja ta’ Santa Barbara, imma f1-1853
haduh £ Tal Pilar, u aktar tard f1-1858 {"Tal-Vitorja, li suppost aktar kienet maghrufa bhala
ta’ Sant’ Anton Abbati.’>  Dawn kienu jistampaw kotba biex jghallmu fughom id-duttrina
u talb ta’ kull xorta. Fil-31 ta’ Mejju ta’ I-1874, f"Hal Tarxien, twaqqfet il-Fratellanza
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tad-Duttrina, li ghadha torganizza I-festa bin-nar u l-armar u l-processjoni bil-vara.
Mhux se nsemmu 1-bqija mifruxin fil-Belt u postijiet ohrajn ghax ikollna niktbu volum.
Imma ta’ min ifakkar, li t-taghlim tad-dutirina ma kienx biss skop fih innifsu, imma
beda jservi biex jipprepara t-tfal ghall-ewwel tqarbina jew il-precett, u wkoll ghall-grizma
ta’ l-isqof. I¢-cerimonja ta’ l-ewwel tqarbina tal-precett kienet rutina, i fl-imghoddi
kienet tibda filghodu u tkompli wara nofsinhar, u fiha, tard fis-seklu dsatax imma aktar
mill-bidu tas-seklu ghoxrin, bdew jinghataw santi ta’ tifkira u certifikati stampati lLill-
partecipanti. Il-grizma ta’ l-isqof ma kinetx dagshekk facli. ~ Ghalkemm zmien din i¢-
¢erimonja jkun qrib il-Pentekoste, fi zmien 1-Ordni, bhala ezempju, 1-isqof ma kellux zmien
fiss meta jmur fil-parro¢éi.  Fl-ithula mwarrbin kien imur biss { okkazjoni ta’ vizta
pastorali kull ftit snin, ghalhekk kien jaghmel il-grizma lil kulhadd f°"dagqa Fejn kien ikun
ilu ma jmur kienu jingemghu ta’ hafna etajiet; gie i kien hemm min ikun kbir fl-eta, u
wkoll lahaq izzewweg, " Ghawdex kien aktar difficli li I-isqof jaghmel vizta pastorali
hemmekk ghax il-vjagg kien twil u strapazzuz. Gie li ghaddew ghaxar snin jew sitia u
ghoxrin sena bejn vizta pastorali u ohra.  Meta f1-1856 ghadda minn Malta isqof
missjunarju Taljan, Giuseppe Bravi, malajr gie mistieden jaghmel il-grizma ta’ l-isqof lill-
Ghawdxin, u sab ma’ wic¢u 1,286 ruh jistennew minn lejlet u kompla I-ghada.™
F’Ghawdex F’Ghawdex kien hemm l-istess problemi, u bosta mit-tfal kienu mxerrdin
u jahdmu fl-ghelieqi, u ma kienx hemm min hu wisq hergan li jghallem id-duttrina,
ghalhekk 1-isqfijiet ta’ spiss kienu jsostnu mal-qassisin biex jaghmlu aktar sforzi.’* Wara
1-1813, l-isqfijiet insistew mal-kjeric¢i li kienu se jsiru gassisin biex jghallmu d-duttrina
wkoll, inkella ma jordnawx sacerdoti. Kellhom jghallmu tliet darbiet gqabel inZzul ix-xemx.
F1-1855 saret il-Kongregazzjoni tad-Duttrina fir-Rabat ' Ghawdex fil-knisja ta’ San Gakbu,
taht il-protezzjoni ta’ San Alwigi. Kienu jghallmu I-Hdud kollha, filghodu u filghaxija u
fl-ahhar tal-kors kien isir irtir u festa tal-qaddis.  Fejn ma setax isir taghlim organizzat
tad-duttrina, bhal £ San Lawrenz, 1-isqfijiet ordnaw li jghalimubom l-attijiet u x1 talb gabel
il-quddies tal-Hdud.  Ordnaw ukoll 1i £’ postijiet ohra, bhan-Nadur u r-Rabat, isiru bhal
disputi jew djalogi bejn il-qassisin biex jghallmu I-katekizmu fil-knisja.'®  Fis-seklu ta’
wara, fin-Nadur, {1-1913, saret il-Kongregazzjoni tad-Duttrina Nisranija.”” u f1-1922 I-
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arcipriet kien jghallem li¢-ckejknin siegha gabel 1-Ave Marija, u dawk aktar kbar siegha
wara.'®

Seklu Ghoxrin Fl-ewwel snin tas-seklu ghoxrin, ' Malta dahlu il-Freres ta’ De La
Salle u s-Salezjani, minbarra wkoll is-sorijiet, li -ghan pricipali taghhom kien li jedukaw u
jghallmu d-duttrina.  Fl-iskejjel tal-gvern bdew id-diretturi spiritwali f1-1924 biex
jissorveljaw dan it-taghlim. Imma l-akbar organizzazzjoni ghat-taghlim tad-duttrina
kienet u ghadha dik li twaqgfet minn Dun Gorg Preca f1-1907, taht l-inizjali ta’ M. U. S. E.
U. M. (Magister Utinam Sequatur Evangelium Universus Mundus), li minn dak iz-zmien
infirxet ma’ kullimkien fil-gzejjer Maltin kollha, u wkoll twaqgfet fl-Awstralja, Sudan,
Albanija u mkejjen ohra. F1-1966 sar kungress ta’ gimaghtejn mill-Kummissjoni
Katekistika ta’ Christus Rex tal-kleru djocesan; wara dan, 1-isqof elevaha ghal
Kummissjoni Katekistika Nazzjonali b’sehh mill-1 ta’ Jannar 1967, biex tichu hsieb u tara
li t-taghlim tad-duttrina jkun skond ix-xewgqa tal-Knisja.'’

F’Birkirkara ghadha ssir il-festa bil-processjoni tal-Madonuna tad-Duttrina. Ma jsirx
tizjin u loghob tan-nar bhalma jsir £ Hal Tarxien tmma I-processjoni tichu, bejn wiched u
iehor din 1-ordni, skond kif rajtha jien fit-18 ta’ Mejju 1986: Boys Brigade, bandalora
bil-pittura tal-Madonna bil-Bambin u zewgt itfal, Zewg abbatini tfal libsin l-istess bhat-
tpingija tal-bandalora, jigifieri blu u ahmar, bl-ispellizza bajda, erba’ subien libsin tal-
precett bil-fjuri fidejhom, thitt itfal libsin ta’ fratelli tas-Sagrament bil-muzzetta hamra u
standard Zghir, zewgt irgiel libsin muzzetta vjola bl-istandard vjola bhala fratelli tal-
Madonna ta’ I-Erwieh, standard vjola tad-Duluri, tlitt irgiel bl-istandard tal-fratellanza tas-
Sagrament u surgentina, il-vara tal-Madonna tad-Duttina bil-figuri ta’ zewgt itfal libsin
bhal tal-pittura tal- bandalora tal-bidu, it-tintinnaculum bil-qanpiena, abbatini bl-iswed u
spellizza bajda jzommu l-inc¢ens, abbatini bis-salib tal-klern, il-mazzier tal-Kapitlu, ghaxar
kanon¢i libsin ghall-okkazjoni, izommu t-tor¢i, erba’ abbatini bit-tor¢i u fl-ahhar erba’
abbatini ohra.

I1-festa tal-Madonna tad-Duttrina " Hal Tarxien ghadha tigi organizzata mill-
Fratellanza bhala festa sekondarja regolari, bl-armar, loghob tan-nar u processjont bil-vara.
Biex nuru l-andament ta’ din il-proc¢essjoni, hawn ftit noti biex nuri kif rajtha jien fis-16 ta’

Lulju 1995:  Fratell bl-istandard ¢elesti bis-simbolu tal-ktieb tad-duttrina, tliet fratelli bil-
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fanali u I-Kurc¢ifiss tal-fratellanza (bil-kunfratija bajda minghajr muzzetta), tmien fratelli
(kbar u hghar), bit-tor¢a mixghula u bil-medaljun bhal ta’ qabilhom, il-vara 1i turi lill-
Madonna bi tlitt itfal quddiemha, akkolti u salib tal-kleru bi tmien abbatini warajhom
kollha libsin iswed bl-ispellizza bajda, u fl-ahhar erbgha ohra bil-fanali madwar i¢-

¢elebrant li jgorr ir-relikwarju.
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L-IZVILUPP TAL-VARI TAL-PASSJONI FIL-GZEJJER MALTIN
QABEL IS-SENA 1960

Joseph C. Camilleri B.A.(Gen.),Dip.Ed.(Adm.& Man.)

Hafna minna jsaqsu ghaliex, qabel is-sain sittin, kull ¢entru fejn kienu jsiru b=
purcissjonijiet tal-Passjoni kellhom tmien vari? Biex wiehed iwiegeb din il-mistogsija jrid
imur lura ghall-origini ta’ dawn il-purcissjonijiet.  Hafna studjuzi ta’ l-istorja u 1-folklor
jagblu 1i aktarx li dawn il-pur¢issjonijiet bdew fit-tieni nofs tas-seklu sittax fir-Rabat ta’
Malta.!

Aktarx 1i dawn kienu johorgu tard fil-jum tal-Gimgha 1-Kbira biex jaghtu gima lil
Kristu Mejjet. Ghall-ewwel kienu johorgu b’Salib u numru sabih ta’ nies. Maz-zmien
beda diehel fl-uzanza, il-Monument (mill-Latin monumentum li tfisser qabar).>  Din id-
drawwa kienet waslet mill-gzZira ta’ Sqallija fejn filghaxija fit-tard kienu jsiru purcissjonijiet
tas-Salib 1-Iswed, fejn kienu johorgu bil-Monument u bil-vara tad-Duluri.

Bhala tifkira, fir-Rabat (Malta), il-pur¢issjoni tal-Gimgha 1-Kbira kienet tohrog fit-tmienja
ta’ filghaxija, u tidhol madwar nofs il-lejl.”  Biex tghaddi l-purcissjoni kienu jqabbdu 1-
kandelabri u t-tor¢i. Il-hatab taz-zebbug kien ikun merfugh f*diversi knejjes li minn
quddiemhom kienet tkun se tghaddi -purcissjoni. Bhala tifkira ta’ dawn il-purcissjonijiet,
fir-Rabat ta’ Malta, il-Monument kien ikun akkumpanjat mill-abbatini tal-Katidral ta’ 1-
Imdina, li kien ikolthom frieghi zghar tac-cipress fuq spallejhom, u kienu jkantaw is-salm
Miserere, flimkien mal-qassisin tal-katidral.*

II-Vari: Wagqt li fir-Rabat kienu jsiru dawn il-purcissjonijiet fil-jum tal-Gimgha 1-
Kbira, fil-Belt Valletta bdew dehlin il-purcissjonijiet li kienu jsiru fil-gimghat tar-Randan.
Dawn kienu maghrufin b’diversi ismijiet, bhal stazzjonijiet (mill-kelma bil-Latin statio li
tfisser bilwieqfa), u / venerdi di Marzo. Kien il-Papa Girgor XIII li fl-4 ta’ Awissu ta’ 1-
1573 hareg il-Bolla Pastoris aeterni li biha ta indulgenzi spec¢jali lill-fratelli tas-Sagrament
li jaghmlu dawn l-istazzjonijiet.’

F’dawn il-pur¢issjonijiet kienu jichdu sehem il-fratelli wara standard iswed u 1-
patrijiet Dumnikani 1i kienu jkunu wara s-Salib tal-Kleru. Warajhom kienu jimxu zewg

dagqaqa tal-vjolini u xi erba’ kantanti libsin is-suttana u l-ispellizza.  Dawn kienu jkantaw
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il-Miserere u kien ikollhom vara tal-Madonna. Din il-vara aktarx kienet id-Duluri.
Maz-zmien, dawn il-purcissjonijiet bdew isiru mill-fratelli tal-Kurcifiss, tal-Belt Valleita.
Bdew johorgu purcissjoni kull gimgha b’vara wahda tal-Passjoni. Wara I-Monument u d-
Duluri bdew dehlin il-misterji tat-Tbatija tar-Ruzarju, ghalhekk dahhlu l-ewwel misterju ta’
1-Ort, it-tieni misterju tal-Marbut, it-tielet ta’ I-Ecce Homo, 1-Imghobbi u 1-Veronika ghar-
raba’ misterju u 1-Vara 1-Kbira 1-hames. Tant kemm fil-Belt kienu saru stabbiliti 1-
knejjes stazzjonali li minnhom bdiet issir il-purcissjoni tal-gimghat tar-Randan. Dan sar fl-
1778. Il-vara ta’ I-Ort kienet tidhol fil-knisja tal-Madalena, i}-Marbut jidhol fil-knisja ta’
Sant’ Ursola, 1-Ecce Homo f ta’ Santa Katarina, I-Imghobbi u 1-Veronika fil-knisja tal-
Griegi u tal-Gizwiti, u I-Vara 1-Kbira fil-knisja ta’ Santu Rokku. Id-Duluri kienu
jdahhluha fil-knisja ta’ San Gakbu. °
Maz-zmien, dawn il-vari tant dahlu fil-qalb tal-Maltin u I-Ghawdxin, li saru

maghrufin b’hafna ismijiet.  Il-vara ta’ Kristu fI-Ort hija maghrufa bhala L-Ort, Taz-
Zebbug u Kristu fl-Orazzjoni. II-Marbut maghruf ukoll bhala tal-Kolonna waqt li I-Ecce
Homo bhal tal-Porpra. L-Imghobbi huwa r-Redentur, La Bajulazione u Portante La
Croce.” TI-Vara 1-Kbira kienu jghidulha wkoll La Vara, Le Marie u La Crocifissjone.® 1I-
Veronika I-unika li m’ghandheix isem iehor. Id-Duluri jghidulha wkoll 1-Addolorata, 1-
aktar £ Ghawdex.
Zviluppi: B’hekk is-sett tradizzjonali Malti ifforma ruhu bi tmien vari tal-Passjoni.
Maz-zmien dawn il-vari raw tibdil. Ghall-ewwel 1-Ort kellu figura wahda, dik ta’ Kristu,
izda wara deher l-anglu u aktar tard ukoll Zewg angli. L-aktar bidla li tispikka kienet dik L
ghamel Karlu Darmanin ghall-pur¢issjoni ta’ Bormla® fis-sena 1878 fejn naraw Zewg angli
fil-vara ta’ 1-Ort, wiehed bis-Salib u l-iehor bil-Kal¢i. Forsi din 1-idea mhix ta’ Karlu
Darmanin, ghax fiz-Zejtun, fil-kampnar hemm vara ta’ Kristu {* estasi mixhut fl-art ma’
Zewg angli. Liema giet l-ewwel ma nafux. L-Ort ta’ Hal Qormi wkoll ghandu Zzewg
angli; dan aktarx sar minn Vincenzo Cremona li kien student ta’ Karlu Darmanin. ™

I-Marbut narawh dejjem ma’ kolonna li tkun ma’ genbu jew warajh, ghalkemm il-
Belt Valletta kellha vara komplessa li kienet turi lil Kristu bil-porpra u warajh kien hemm
kolonna. Din kienet isservi ta’ zewg vari, dik tal-Marbut u dik ta’ I-Ecce Homo."!  Il-

figura ta’ 1-Ecce Homo narawha jew bilwieqfa jew bilgieghda. L-Imghobbi dejjem narawh
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figura wahda bis-Salib. II-Veronika kienet tkun b’ figura wahda, izda Karlu Darmanin
ghamel wahda b’tifla hdejha ghall-purcissjoni tal-Mosta; din saret f1-1895."

I1-Vara 1-Kbira hija dejjem b’erba’ figuri, waqt li I-Monument hu e¢¢ezzjoni tas-sett
ghaliex juri lil Kristu f"urna dekorata bl-angli. Id-Dulurt kienet tkun jew figura wahda, 1-
aktar £ Ghawdex, jew bl-anglu, bhal dik maghrufa bhala Ta’ Settembru, jew b’San Gwann.
Hemm kaz uniku, dik ta’ Haz-Zebbug, fejn naraw lid-Duluri bi tliet figuri, il-Madonna,
anglu u San Gwann. " Kien fis-sena 1907 meta Hal Qormi dahhal vara gdida. Dik ta’
Guda jew tat-Tradiment ta’ Guda."* Hekk kienet is-sitwazzjoni £’ Malta gabel is-snin
sittin.  Kull ¢entru kellu sett ta’ tmien vari, izda Hal Qormi kien l-unikn kaz fejn kien
hemm disgha.

Ta’ min jghid li l-vari tal-Passjoni raw tibdil fil-meterjal li minnu kienu maghmulin.
Ghall-ewwel dawn bdew bhala manikini izda maz-zmien dahlet il-kartapesta. EzZempju ta’
sett vari manikini huwa dak tal-Birgu. Bhalu, illum hemm tlieta ohra £ Ghawdex. Kien
hemm Zzmien meta bdew juzaw partijiet ta’ l-injam ghall-vari tal-kartapesta. EzZempju ta’
dan hija d-Duluri ta’ Hal Qormi. Din il-vara ghandha I-wi¢¢ u I-idejn xoghol ta’ stukko
tas-seklu tmintax, waqt i I-kuamplament tal-figura huwa tal-kartapesta, ghax il-partijiet tal-
vara ta’ gabel 1i kienet manikin uzawhom ghall-vara tal-kartapesta."
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The Maltese Balcony
A Historical Approach

When we refer to a balcony, our mind immediately pic-
tures the enclosed wooden structures on the facade of
our homes and palaces. We tend to take this wooden
structure, the “gallarija” very much for granted and tend
to look at it in a very indifferent way, as it is so common
in Malta. But this structure is not at all ignored by foreign
visitors and tourists. It is very much taken notice of, as
being looked upon as a very typical and a peculiar fea-
ture of these islands’ architecture. This is truly an indige-
nous architectural feature in our buildings.

Our urban and also many of the buildings in the rural
area, look very European in the architectural aspect, form
and design. However the wooden balconies on the
facade of our homes and palaces, tend to give to our
architecture, a near eastern, an oriental or even a North
African aspect. The wooden balcony could be indeed
very oriental in character and perhaps in influence.

After all one finds similar types of structures in Turkey,
Tunisia, Egypt, Yemen, India, etc. Such structures are
also found in Peru. The balcony is called “balcone” in
Italian, “gallarija” in the Maltese language. The word “gal-
larija” is derived from “gallaria” (Sicilian) or “galleria”
(Italian) - “balcone elegante che sporge dalla poppa dei
vascelli”, a highly ornamented balcony on the poop of
timber carracks and galleons. A good example of a “gal-
leria” could be seen today in the Council Hall of the
Grand Master’s Palace in Valletta, a section of the “galle-
ria” of the great 16th century carrack of the Order of St.
John, the “Sant’Anna”. The balcony was salvaged,
restored and brought to its present place when that ship
was broken up.

The Maltese “gallarija”, the wooden enclosed structures
on the facades of our houses were and to a certain extent
are still very popular and much liked by Maltese wom-
enfolk. The “gallarija” is an ingenious compromise and a
way of life in our domestic life. It offers (in design) a
challenge to any architect in balancing and placing it on
to the facade of the building. It seems however that very
little has been written about these structures from an
architectural and historic point of view, considering that,
as we know it today in its functional purpose, is not all
that old.

I have carried out research on the “gallerija” and was par-
ticularly interested to find how long balconies have been
used in buildings. So far the oldest depiction of the “gal-
larija” T have come across is painted in the fresco in the
bedroom of Publius Fannius Sinistor’s villa in Boscoreale,
outside Pompeii, Italy. Fortunately, these frescoes were
preserved from destruction by the very volcanic fallout
that covered Pompeii in the great eruption of the
Vessuvio in 79 AD. Sinistor’s bedroom frescoes depict in
detail at least two covered balconies, a detail of which is
being published in this brochure.

Probably there were other such balconies in Rome and in
the rest of the Roman Empire, including Melita. There
could have been other balconies in Pompeii. One of the
streets of Pompeii is named “the street of the balcony”.
Balconies were, as shown in the frescoes structures pro-
jecting or cantilevered on corbels (saljaturi). Such struc-
tures were utilised for extending the existing floorspace
on to the street area on the floors above the ground level.
In the Boscoreale frescoes it could be observed that bal-
conies were of both the open and enclosed types. They
were mainly constructed for the embellishment of the
architecture and for their occupants’ enjoyment of the
panoramic views. The enclosed balconies in the
Boscoreale frescoes are very similar to the Maltese “gal-
lariji”. So this architectural feature of ours is not after all
“Eastern” or “North African” as has often been intimated
by many travellers and writers. It is a European feature,
it is also a Mediterranean building tradition.

In classical times, balconies rested (structure-wise) on
projecting cantilevered beams which also served as cor-
bels. We cannot ignore the possibility that in these
islands we had some two storey buildings which could
have had these types of balconies.
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In Medieval times balconies did not seem to have been
constructed, mainly for reasons of security due to frequent
sorties by marauding pirates. In rural areas, farmhouses
were built inward looking around a central courtyard with
just one entrance and no windows on the external walls
on the ground floor. The outer walls of farmhouses and of
houses in the villages were simply defence walls.

The “Muxrafija” - is a wooden or stone structure which
covers the opening of the window in the first floor above
the entrance of town and village houses or outlying farm-
houses all over Malta and Gozo. The structure projected
about 25 ¢cms on the facade of houses. The wooden vari-
ety generally had a louvered shutter hinged at the top
end; sometimes it had plain shutters and spy holes. The
“muxrafija” also had spy holes on the sides and on the
bottom ledge overlooking the main door. This type of
window was quite a common feature in towns, villages
and on farmhouses up to the 1930s. One can still find a
few existing examples around. I do not believe that the
“muxrafija” had been of any influence on the design and
construction of the balcony, as has been expounded

from time to time.

With the coming of the Knights of St.
John and its powerful fleet of gal-
leys, there was more security on
the Maltese Islands. Baroque
architecture later became fash-
ionable and open balconies
started to make an appearance

on buildings. Many fine exam-

ples survived the blitz of World

War Two. 1 remember in

Senglea, the balconies of the

D'Homedes Villa and the
House of La Sengle (Id-Dar il-
Kahla), both built in the 16th
Century and destroyed during the
last war.

During the 16th and 17 th Centuries
baroque style open balconies were built in
Valletta, Mdina and in the Cottonera cities. Many

are still there to see. The open balconies of this period
compare very well with those contemporarily built in
Sicily and Ttaly. During this period there were no closed

18th

Century enclosed-type balconies are very rare in Sicily

and still more so on mainland Italy, so there was no like-

lihood of the Maltese copying the idea and introducing
it here.

type balconies, in either timber or stone, built.

The change began in the early years of
the 18th Century when it became fash-
ionable to replace the existing open
balcony with an enclosed wood
balcony. Many such wooden
structures began to appear all
over the City of Valletta,
Cottonera and in the villages.
One of the first such open bal-
conies to be enclosed was the
large corner one on the Grand
¢ Master’'s Palace in Valletta.
/ One could still notice that sec-

tion, which is an open balcony
as it was originally along
Archbishop Street. Another early
oy example of the adaptation of an
7.7 open balcony to an enclosed one was
that of “Dar il-Kahla” (The Blue House)
at Senglea, which was unfortunately
destroyed during the last war.

\’}’\'.‘

Enclosed balconies became a “fashion” and although
some, admittedly look rather cumbersome in aspect,
they are very practical for use in all kinds of weather.
They offered shelter, seclusion, privacy and security for
the housewife and the other female members of the
household, to have a look outside the home on to the
street below, without much fear of trouble or annoyance.

In North African and in Eastern countries we meet with
such enclosed wooden balconies. These evolved
through a strict social tradition dictated by a religious
observance. Women secluded and barred from showing
themselves in public had the balcony from which to look
on to the street below through a louvered shutter.
However this was not the case in Malta. Balconies were
the domain of the Maltese womenfolk and obviously a
woman had her say about its design. Her balcony had to
look different from that of her neighbours, as a dress, a
hat or a faldetta would have had to be.

There were folk songs composed about the balcony; the
opening verse of one of these “Ah lilek tal-gallarija,
......... ” must have sent many a woman scurrying in a huff



Looking closely at some 18th C. balconies, one could pre-
sume that the design and shape of these were custom
made, specifically designed according to the wishes and
whims of the customer. The balcony was a challenge and
a job for the specialist joiner to manifest his skill and
craftsmanship. There were a great number of balconies
constructed and a great variety in design, shape and size.
One has simply to walk around the streets of Valletta to
admire them. These balconies are Malta’s National
Heritage and must be protected, restored and preserved.
In the Three Cities of Cottonera most timber balconies
were lost during the blitzes of the 2nd World War.

The narrowness of the streets of the Three Cities of
Cottonera made balconies of little advantage as they
offered hardly any privacy except to the houses facing
the sea, the squares, the wider main streets and those
houses which looked on the open spaces of the bastions.

During the 18th and 19th Centuries some beautiful and
well-proportioned enclosed-type timber balconies were
constructed on houses in the rural areas too, but those in
Valletta excelled in design and craftsmanship. If the
Maltese enclosed balcony has any oriental or North
African influence or
character, these have
been much mitigated
by its Europeanised
form, proportion and
design, especially
those which were con-
structed to fit on to the
contours of the

baroque balcony
plinths of some of the
palaces and patriarchal
houses in Valletta.

The 19th and 20th
Centuries saw a contin-
uation of the tradition
in the construction of
enclosed wooden bal-
conies. Balconies con-
tinued to be that
prominent feature of
our domestic architecture. It was still a specialist’s job to
construct these structures. More so when it came to the
long rows of balconies of workers” homes in newly built
areas, such as Hamrun and Paola, when balconies began
to be standardised in size and shape.

High rise, four to eight storeys high apartment buildings
in the cities, especially in Valletta, required the produc-
tion of rows of equally sized, design and colour enclosed
balconies, that lead as a result to make the cityscape look
somehow monotonous.

Building Bye-Laws and Regulations were issued to con-
trol the balcony’s safety, projection, size, height and the
distance a balcony had to be kept away from the party
walls of the adjacent habitations. From time to time Price
Regulations for materials and construction of balconies
were also issued.

Except for the few timber balconies of some distinctive
design or shape, mostly were painted with an oil based
faun, light buff or cream colour. The Vienna green, pop-
ularly referred to as the Senglea green, was another very
popular colour for balconies all over Malta. The use of
red paint on balconies was frowned upon, as it was con-
sidered to be too showy and vulgar.

Lately, the intrusion of metal in the construction of bal-
conies produced some soulless and ugly results.
However, on the positive side, there is nowadays encour-
agement for the conservation, restoration and protection
of what exists of his unique and endemic National archi-
tectural feature.

Angelo Dougall
March 2000
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XOGHOLIJIET MILL - MEMBRI TA’ IL-GHAQDA TAL - FOLKLOR

Guze Cassar Pullicino hareg il- “Folktales of Malta and Gozo" 2000 b’aktar minn
200 faccata; fih dahhal ukoll xi ftit leggendi. Kiteb ukoll il-kapitlu “The Folklore of
Naxxar" fil-ktieb “Naxxar A Village and its People” Edit. Paul Catania u Louis J. Scerri,
2000. F’danil-ktieb dwar in-Naxxar, insibu wkoll kapitlu “Casal Nasciaro During the
Rule of the Knights" ta’ Kennieth Gambin, uichor “Trades and Crafts of the Past in
Naxxar" minn Guido Lanfrance. Lanfranco ghamel serje ta’ tahditiet dwar “Aspetti tal-
Folklor Malti" fis-sede ta’ I-AZAD il-Belt, dwar Folklor tal-Familja lill-membri ta’ 1-
Universita tat-Tielet Eta, u tahditiet ohra dwar suggetti folkloristic¢i lil diversi ¢entri u
ghaqdiet, u s-Sitt Kungress Mediku li sar  Malta £’ Settembru, dwar medi¢ina popolari.
Minbarra dan kiteb ghadd ta’ artikoli £ gurnali u programmi tal-festi, re¢ensjonijiet tal-
ktieb “Qwiel u Qaddisin” ta’ Victor J. Galea, u programmi fuq ir-Radju u t-televizjoni,
dejjem mill-lat folkloristiku. Guze Chetcuti hareg il-ktieb “Grajjiet mill-Hajja ta’
Kappillan" 1i fih ghoxrin novella f" aktar minn 130 pagna.  Joseph Vella Bondin kiteb
il-ktieb “Tl-Muzika ta’ Malta sa 1-Ahhar tas-Seklu Tmintax" mahrug fil-Kullana Kulturali
tal-PIN. Ghamel ukoll tlettax-il xandira fuq ir-radju tal PBS dwar “Il-Muzika
Folkloristika ta’ Malta" Fit-Treasures of Malta Summer 2000, Vol.VI No.3 Anna
Borg Cardona kitbet dwar “Celestial Music For The Virgin". Din is-sena, Pual George
Pisani hareg il-ktieb “Id-Duwa tal-Madalena", li kien hejja missieru Gorg Pisani qabel ma
miet u li ma lahgx ippubblikah. Joseph C, Camilleri kompla jikteb ghadd gmielu ta’
artikoli fil-gazzatti u perjodici, dwar storja u aspetti ta’ nteress folkloristiku. Angelo
Dougall kiteb “The Maltese Balcony, A Historical Approach” ; issibu kopja tieghu f'din il-
harga ta’ “L-Imnara".

I R L

Nota Editorjali: Hajr lis-Sur John Sciberras, membru taghna, kittieb u ghalliem tal-
Malti, Ii gentilment ghogbu jiccekkja l-ortografija ta’ I-artikoli 1i jidhru bil-Malti £ din il-
harga.
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