L-Ghadd tal-Kollettiv Malti

Theresa Abdilla u Michael Spagnol

Sfond

Fl-istudji grammatikali bil-Malti t-terminu kollettivjintuza ghal zewd fenomeni
lingwistici:
a) il-kollettiv lessikali, maghruf ukoll bhala gemghat, jigifieri
espressjonijiet li jirreferu ghal gruppi ta’ entitajiet mehudin flimkien,
bhal flotta vapuri, serbut nemel, mazz karti, faxx basal, gliba hut; u
b) il-kollettiv grammatikali, maghruf ukoll bhala nom tat-tip, i
jirreferi ghal tip jew gabra ta’annimali, hxejjex u oggetti inanimati
(ez. dubbien, gamh, blat, madum, hobz) li minnhom nohorgu nom
tal-unita permezz tas-suffiss -a (ez. dubbiena, gamha, blata, maduma,
hobza).

Dan l-istudju jiffoka fuqil-kollettiv grammatikali (minn hawn il quddiem
kollettiv), li dwaru nkiteb hafna; ara, nghidu ahna, Vassalli (1827: 97-102),
Sutcliffe (1936: 29-31), Cremona (1973: 127-128, 180), Aquilina (1965: 71-
73), Borg (1988), Gil (1996), kif ukoll Mifsud (1996) u Abdilla (2015) li fost
ix-xoghlijiet kollha jittrattawh fl-aktar dettall. Dawn li gejjin huma ghaxar
osservazzjonijietewlenin lijohorgu mill-istudjigrammatikali dwar il-kollettiv

fil-Malti.
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L-Ghadd.In-nomikollettivihuma singular (ez. dubbien fitt,gqamh frisk),
imma xi whud jintuzaw fil-plural (ez. sigar folti, bagar kbar), filwaqt li xi
ohrajn dagga jintuzaw fis-singular (ez. gebel kbir, weraq isfar) u drabi
ohra fil-plural (ez. gebel kbar, werag sofor).

Il-Gens. |I-bicca l-kbira tan-nomi kollettivi huma maskili, izda xiwhud,
aktarx ta’ nisel Taljan jew Ingliz, huma femminili, bhal cips, patata,
Cikkulata,fazola u banana.Fil-kaz tal-kliemlijispi¢ca bil-vokaliag, forma
wahda tintuza sija ghall-kollettiv (ez. hafna patata) sija ghan-nom
tal-unita (ez. patata wahda). Xi ftit nomi kollettivi, li I-gherg taghhom
ikollu semivokali jew gh fit-tarf, jintuzaw kemm fil-maskil (ez. ghana
folkloristiku,ix-xema’jahraq) u kemm fil-femminil (ez. ghanafolkloristika,
ix-xema' tahraq).

Oqgsma semantici. In-nomi li jidhlu fil-kategorija morfologika tal-
kollettiv jagghu taht ghadd ta’ogsma semantici, fosthom il-flora (ez.
laring, ful, lewz, tewm, dulliegh), il-fawna (ez. hut, nahal, tajr, bram,
naghag), il-materjal (ez. injam, hgieg, irham, hadid, spag), 1-ikel (ez.
hobz, gobon, ghagin, krips, tofi), is-settijiet (ez. zarbun, papocc, buz,
tarag, bieb), u xi ohrajn (ez. kliem, ilbies, mewg, shab, beraq); cf. Mifsud
(1996).

In-Nom tal-Unita. Maghruf ukoll bhala farrad wahdieni, in-nom
tal-unita jissawwar biz-zieda tas-suffiss -a (ez. dubbien-a, tuffieh-a)
jew I-allomorfi tieghu -ja (ez. lumi-ja) u -wa (ez. fildiferru-wa). Xi drabi
s-suffiss ikun -u (ez. bebbuxu, hamiemu, bzaru, fulu, harrubu), u hafna
drabijkun hemm differenza semantika bejn dawn in-nomi tal-unita u
dawklijispi¢caw bl-a.Nghidu ahna, hamiemuhu l-maskil ta” hamiema,
fulu jirreferi ghall-mizwed u fula ghaz-zerriegha li tikber gol-mizwed,
harrubu hu I-frotta mentri harruba hi s-sigra.

II-Plural Maghdud. Min-nom tal-unita niffurmaw l-plural maghdud
bis-suffiss -iet (ez. dubbin-iet) jew -at (ez. tuffih-at), li generalment
jintuza wara n-numri mit-tnejn sal-ghaxra (ez. zewg lewziet, hames
kelmiet) u kull darba li dawn jokkorru f'tarf ¢ifra ohra li tagbez il-valur
ta'mija (ez. 102 lewziet, 2005 kelmiet).

II-Plural tal-Kollettiv. Filwaqgt i n-nomi tal-unita jiehdu I-plural
maghdud, in-nomi kollettivi tipikament ma jihdux plural, sewwasew
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ghaxhumanomita ' massajew ta’blaghadd.Perd, xiftit nomikollettivi
ghandhom forma tal-plural li tesprimi kwantitajiet kbar u/jew hafna
tipi differenti ta’ dak li jirreferi ghalih il-kollettiv, ez. dubbien: dbieben,
gamh: gmuh, hajt: hjut, tarag: turgien, sapun: spapen).

In-Nomi Verbali. Hemm parallelizmu morfologiku u semantiku
interessanti bejn in-nomi kollettivi u n-nomi verbali. Bhalma n-nom
kollettiv jesprimi gemgha jew tip u n-nom tal-unita jindika ezemplar
wiehed minn dik il-gemgha jew dak it-tip, hekk ukoll in-nom verbali
juril-isem tal-azzjoni generali(ez.dahk, tisfir, sparar,imbuttar) u n-nom
verbalital-unita hul-isemta’ azzjoni wahda partikolari (ez.dahka, tisfira,
sparatura, imbuttatura); cf. Borg (1988), Mifsud (1996), Ellul (2016).
Funzjoni doppja. Il-kollettiv jaqdi zewg funzjonijiet sintattici u
semantici differenti. Minn banda jaqdi funzjoni kwalitattiva billi
jidentifika t-tip, I-ispedi, il-materjal, ez. statwa tal-injam (materjal), kliem
fahxi(diskors, lingwagg). Mill-banda I-ohrajagdifunzjonikwantitattiva,
ez. garr l-injam kollu (bicciet tal-injam), kiteb hafna kliem (sekwenzi
ta'ittri). Filwaqt li -ewwel sens hu nom ta’ massa jew ta’ bla ghadd,
it-tieni wiehed igib ruhu bhala I-plural indeterminat tan-nom tal-
unita, injama (wahda): (hafna) injam, kelma (wahda): (hafna) kliem; cf.
Cremona (1973:127-128), Mifsud (1996).

lI-Produttivita. Fost il-mekkanizmi morfologic¢i ta' nisel Gharbi,
il-mekkanizmu tal-kollettiv huwa wiehed mill-ftit i baga’ produttiv,
fis-sens li baga'jilga' fih forom godda sahansitra mit-Taljan u I-Ingliz,
bhal ravjul: ravjula, gastan: qastna, sandli: sandlija, buz: buza, tofi: tofija;
cf. Mifsud (1995).

II-Varjazzjoni Djalettali. Hemm ghadd ta’ nomi li xi kelliema tal-
Maltilijkollhom sfond djalettalijuzawhom fil-kollettiv, bhal gallett (ez.
hafnagallettugobon), rizz (ez.xkorarizz), u pizelli(ez. pizellifriska), waqt
li ghal hafna kelliema ohrajn dawn jagghu fis-sistema ta’' bi tnejn,
singular u plural, jigifieri galletta: galletti, rizza: rizzi, u pizella: pizelli (u
allura pizelli friski).
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II-Varjazzjoni fl-Ghadd

Dan l-istudju jelabora fug l-ewwel punt, jigifieril-varjazzjonifl-ghadd tan-nomi
kollettiviu l-imgiba sintattika taghhom fil-kitba u fit-tahdit. Mifsud jargumenta
li xi nomi kollettivi jintuzaw fil-plural ghal zewg ragunijiet: (a) l-ambigwita
tal-kollettiv i hu grammatikalment singular imma kuncettwalment plural, u
(b) I-influwenza mill-morfologija tat-Taljan u I-Ingliz fug is-sistema tal-kollettiv
fil-Malti, peress li hafna mill-kollettivi tal-Malti (ez. nahal, werag, kliem) huma
forom tal-plural fit-Taljan (api, foglie, parole) u fl-ingliz (bees, leaves, words)
(“The Collective in Maltese” 43). Fenech isemmi din it-tendenza li I-kollettivi
jintuzaw fil-plural u josserva li ssibha aktar fil-lingwagg gurnalistiku inkella
dak letterarju (47). Alexander Borg jargumenta li I-kollettivi tendenzjalment
jintuzaw fis-sigular f'kuntest aggettivali (ez. /l-bajd irhis illum) u fil-plural
f'kuntest verbali (ez. Kemm gamu I-bajd?) (289).

ll-punt tat-tlug ghad-diskussjoni taghna huma zewg stgarrijiet ta’ Fenech
dwar |-uzu tal-kollettiv fil-Malti gurnalistiku u I-Malti letterarju, u I-ohra ta’
Alexander Borg dwar ir-rabta bejn il-varjazzjoni morfologika fl-ghadd tal-
kollettiv u I-kuntest sintattiku li jokkorri fih. Sabiex naraw jekk il-kollettiv
hux tassew sensittiv ghar-registru (gurnalistiku vs. letterarju) u ghall-kuntest
sintattiku (aggettivalivs. verbali) ghamilna stharrig ibbazat fugil-korpus MLRS
(§3) u studju soc¢jolingwistiku (§4).

Stharrig bil-korpus

Ghaldin l-analizighazilna tnax-il nom kollettiv mislutin minn ogsma semantici
differenti (cf. punt 3):
- flora: tuffieh, werag
fawna: dubbien, tigieg
materjal: hgieg, gebel
ikel: hobz, bajd
settijiet: tarag, zarbun
ohrajn: mewg, kliem
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L-istharrig jinferaq fi tnejn. Fl-ewwel parti nanalizzaw I-ghadd ta’ dawn
it-tuzzana nomi fil-korpus, u naraw kif jintuzaw fir-registru gurnalistiku u
letterarju. Fit-tieni nistharrgu n-nomi maghzula skont jekk jintuzawx f'’kuntest
aggettivali jew verbali.

Nibdew billi nharsu lejn I-uzu tal-kollettiv fil-korpus mehud f'daqqga,
minghajr distinzjoni bejn registru uiehor. Ghal kull nom analizzajna kampjun
ta’ 50 sentenza differenti. Bhalma jidher fit-Tabella 1, fil-Malti miktub it-tnax-il
nom jintuzaw kollha fis-singular, hlief ghal tigieg i jintuza I-aktar fil-plural, u
bajd u weraq lidonnhom jilaghbu bejnis-singular u I-plural, ghalkemm huma
ftit aktar frekwenti fis-singular.

Nomi kollettivi Singular Plural
hobz 100% 0%
tarag 100% 0%
zarbun 100% 0%
gebel 98% 2%
mewg 98% 2%
hgieg 90% 10%
dubbien 90% 10%
tuffieh 88% 12%
kliem 82% 18%
bajd 62% 38%
weraq 58% 42%
tigieg 24% 76%

Tabella 1: Ll-Ghadd tan-nomi kollettivi fil-korpus

It-tieni tabella tigbor ir-rizultati tal-imgiba sintattika tan-nomi kollettivi
fil-gasam letterarju u fil-gasam gurnalistiku, fid-dawl tal-istgarrija ta’ Fenech.
Peress li I-korpus m'ghandux firxa letterarja wiesgha, f'din it-tagsima stajna
nanalizzaw tmien nomi biss. Jirrizulta li, irrispettivament mir-registru, fil-Malti
miktub it-tendenza hi li n-nomi kollettivi jintuzaw fis-singular. B'danakollu,
I-ghadd tan-nom weraq ivarja skont ir-registru: fit-testi letterarji jintuza fis-
singularimma fit-testi gurnalistici jintuza kemm fis-singular u kemm fil-plural,
kwazi bl-istess frekwenza.
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Letteratura  Gurnalizmu

Nomi kollettivi Singular Plural Singular Plural
hobz 100% 0% 100% 0%
tarag 100% 0% 100% 0%
zarbun 100% 0% 100% 0%
gebel 96.6% 3.33% 90% 10%
mewg 100% 0% 100% 0%
hgieg 100% 0% 93.33% 6.66%
kliem 100% 0% 86.6% 13.30%
weraq 90% 10%% 46.6% 53.3%

Tabella 2: L-Ghadd tan-nomi kollettivi fil-gasam letterarju u gurnalistiku

Sabiex naraw jekk l-istgarrija ta’ Alexander Borg hijiex minnha, studjajna
I-ghaddtan-nomikollettivif'kuntesti sintattici differenti. Ghall-kuntest verbali,
apparti l-verbi (ez. il-weraq jisfaru), gisna wkoll il-psewdoverbi (it-tuffieh fih
ftit kaloriji), il-pronomi mehmuzin mal-verbi (ez. id-dubbien jogtolhom), u
l-espressjonijiet kopulari (ez. il-hobz huwa gaddis). Ghall-kuntest aggettivali
gisna kemm l-aggettivi (ez. dubbien abjad) u kemm il-participji passivi (ez.
kliem mizjud) u attivi (ez. weraq niexef) li jagdu funzjoni aggettivali. Barra minn
dawn, inkludejna I-pronom dimostrattiv meta jimmarka I-ghadd tan-nom
kollettiv (ez. dan il-kliem).

Mir-rizultati migburin fit-Tabella 3 jidher li zewg nomi biss, kliem u tigieg,
jikkonfermaw bejn wiehed u iehor it-tendenza li jsemmi Alexander Borg,
jigifieri li f'kuntest aggettivali I-kollettivi jintuzaw fis-singular mentri f'’kuntest
verbali jintuzaw fil-plural. Mill-bgija, fil-Malti miktub jirrizulta li I-ghadd tal-
kollettivi hu predominantement singular fiz-zewg kuntesti sintattici. Terga’
u tghid, nomi bhal hgieg, tuffieh u zarbun mhux biss jintuzaw kwazi dejjem
fis-singular, izda jintuzaw bl-istess frekwenza f'kuntest aggettivali u f'kuntest
verbali. U, f’kuntrast mal-istgarrija ta’ Alexander Borg, nomi bhal bajd, weraq
u tigieg jintuzaw spiss fil-plural f'’kuntest aggettivali wkoll.

174 Lehen il-Malti



Singular Plural

Nomi Agg. Verb. Pron. Agg. Verb. Pron.
Dem. Dem.
hobz 40% 60% 0% 0% 0% 0%
tarag 44% 56% 0% 0% 0% 0%
zarbun 50% 50% 0% 0% 0% 0%
gebel 40% 54% 4% 2% 0% 0%
mewg 36% 60% 2% 2% 0% 0%
hgieg 44% 44% 2% 2% 8% 0%
dubbien  22% 66% 2% 0% 10% 0%
tuffieh 44% 44% 0% 0% 12% 0%
kliem 42% 36% 4% 0% 10% 8%
bajd 23% 26% 2% 5% 42% 2%
weraq 24% 34% 0% 18% 24% 0%
tigieg 16% 8% 0% 32% 44% 0%

Tabella 3: L-Ghadd tan-nomi kollettivi uzati f'kuntest sintattiku differenti fil-kitba
Studju so¢jolingwistiku

Mill-istharrig bil-korpus johrog lifil-kitba n-nomi kollettivi tipikament jintuzaw
fis-singular. U xi nghidu ghat-tahdit? Il-kollettivi jintuzaw fis-singular jew
fil-plural? U huma sensittivi ghall-kuntest sintattiku (aggettivali jew verbali)
li jokkorru fih? Biex inwiegbu dawn il-mistogsijiet fassalna esperiment
so¢jolingwistiku ma’ 40 partecipant, 20 mill-Qrendi u 20 minn Tas-Sliema,
nofshom bejnit-18 ul-25 sena u n-nofs I-iehor bejn il-50 u t-68 sena, bil-ghan
li nistharrgu kemm il-fattur tal-geografija u I-fattur tal-eta jaffettwaw |I-ghadd
tal-kollettiv. Minkejja li ghal dan I-istudju |-fattur tas-sess ma gisniehx, rajna
li jkollna I-istess numru ta’rgiel u nisa. L-esperiment sar billi kull partecipant
intwera ghadd ta'tpingijiet-tnejn minnhom ezemplifikati hawn taht-u ntalab
jiddeskrivix'inhu jigrifl-istampa. It-tpingijiet saru b'talimod li I-kelliema juzaw
kull nom f'kuntesti verbali u aggettivali. Fil-kumplament ta’ din it-tagsima
nipprezentaw ir-rizultati ta’dan I-istudju soc¢jolingwistiku.
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Tpingija 2: In-nomi kollettivi hobZ u dubbien
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L-Ghadd. Waqt li fil-miktub in-nomi kollettivi jokkorru kwazi dejjem fis-
singular, ghajr ghal tigieg, u sa certu punt bajd u werag, fil-mithaddet huma
erbgha bissin-nomilijintuzaw I-aktarfis-singular: tarag, zarbun, mewg u hgieg.
[I-kumplament jintuzaw kemm fis-singular u kemm fil-plural, bl-eccezzjoni ta’
tigieg lijintuza l-aktarfil-plural. Terga’ il-partecipanti spiss ivarjaw fl-ghadd tal-
istess nom, sahanasitra fl-istess tlissina (it-tuffieh wagghu u t-tifla ged tqieghdu
fil-bixkilla; il-hgieg huma forma rettangolari u ged jinkiser). Kif jidher fit-Tabella
4, nomi bhal gebel, tuffieh u kliem jintuzaw sija fis-singular sija fil-plural.

Nomi kollettivi Singular Plural Singular u Plural
hobz 45% 0% 55%
tarag 95% 5% 0%
zarbun 97.5% 0% 2.5%
gebel 50% 2.5% 47.5%
mewg 92.5% 0% 7.5%
hgieg 90% 0% 10%
dubbien 40% 23% 37.5%
tuffieh 62.5% 10% 27.5%
kliem 35% 35% 30%
bajd 17.5% 40% 42.5%
weraq 37.5% 40% 22.5%
tigieg 2.5% 80% 17.5%

Tabella 4: L-Ghadd tan-nomi kollettivi fil-mithaddet

II-Kuntest Sintattiku. Bil-ghan li nivverifikaw I-istgarrija ta’ Alexander
Borg fil-Malti mithaddet ukoll, analizzajna I-ghadd tal-kollettiv f'relazzjoni
mal-kuntest sintattiku fid-deskrizzjonijiet tal-istampi mill-partecipanti. Mir-
rizultati migburin fit-Tabella 5 johorgu dawn it-tendenzi:

erba’ nomi (tarag, zarbun, mewg, hgieg) jokkorru I-aktar fis-singular fiz-
zewq kuntesti sintattici;

in-nom tigieg jokkorri kwazi dejjem fil-plural fiz-zewgq kuntesti sintattici;

il-bgijajintuzaw fis-singular ufil-plural fiz-zewg kuntesti sintattici, ghalkemm
xi nomi (ez. hobz u bajd) ftit li xejn jintuzaw fil-plural f'’kuntest aggettivali.
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Fi kliem iehor, ma jidhirx li hemm rabta sfiga bejn |-ghadd u |-kuntest
sintattiku. L-ghadd ta’ hafna nomi kollettivi jidher li hu indipendenti mill-
kuntest sintattiku li jokkorru fih. Dinil-konkluzjonitghodd kemm ghall-miktub
u kemm ghall-mithaddet.

Singular Plural
Nomikollettivi Agg. Verb. Agg. Verb.
hobz 37.89% 34.74% 5.26% 22.11%
tarag 47.50% 47.50% 2.50% 2.50%
zarbun 50% 48.75% 0% 1.25%
gebel 40.96% 31.33% 7.23% 20.48%
mewg 46.99% 48.19% 3.62% 1.21%
hgieg 45.24% 47.26% 2.38% 4.76%
dubbien 30.85% 26.59% 17.02% 25.53%
tuffieh 40% 35.29% 7.06% 17.65%
kliem 26.74% 23.26% 22.09% 27.91%
bajd 28.82% 10.59% 22.35% 38.83%
weraq 25.61% 23.17% 23.17% 28.05%
tigieg 9.64% 3.61% 39.76% 46.98%

Tabella 5: L-Ghadd tan-nomi kollettivi uzati f'kuntest sintattiku differenti fit-tahdit

Il-Fattur tal-Geografija. Bhalma jidher fit-Tabella 6a, il-kelliema Qrendin
u Slimizi jagblu fug I-imgiba sintattika ta’ seba’ nomi kollettivi: hobz, tarag,
zarbun, hgieg, tuffieh, mewg, tigieg. Dwar il-hnamsa |-ohra (gebel, dubbien, kliem,
bajd, weraq), migburin fit-Tabella 6b, m'hemmx gbil fost il-kelliema. Waqt li
I-Qrendin ghandhom habta juzawhom I-aktar fis-singular, is-Slimizi aktarx
juzawhom fil-plural. Kif wiehed seta’ jobsor, il-partecipanti Qrendin huma
lingwistikament aktar konservattivi.
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Nomi Singular Plural Singular

kollettivi u Plural
hobz [I-Qrendi 45% 0% 55%
Tas-Sliema 45% 0% 55%
tarag [I-Qrendi 100% 0% 0%
Tas-Sliema 90% 10% 0%
zarbun [I-Qrendi 100% 0% 37.5%
Tas-Sliema 95% 0% 5%
mewg [I-Qrendi 95% 0% 5%
Tas-Sliema 90% 0% 10%
hgieg [I-Qrendi 90% 0% 10%
Tas-Sliema 90% 0% 10%
tuffieh [I-Qrendi 65% 5% 30%
Tas-Sliema 60% 15% 25%
tigieg [I-Qrendi 5% 80% 15%
Tas-Sliema 0% 80% 20%

Tabella 6a: In-nomi kollettivi li kien hemnm gbil dwarhom fost il-Qrendin u s-Slimizi

Nomi Singular Plural Singular
kollettivi u Plural
gebel [I-Qrendi 60% 0% 40%
Tas-Sliema 40% 5% 55%
dubbien [I-Qrendi 60% 5% 35%
Tas-Sliema 20% 40% 40%
kliem [I-Qrendi 40% 25% 35%
Tas-Sliema 30% 45% 25%
bajd [I-Qrendi 25% 25% 50%
Tas-Sliema 10% 55% 35%
weraq [I-Qrendi 50% 35% 20%
Tas-Sliema 25% 50% 25%

Tabella 6b: In-nomi kollettivi li kien hemm nuggas ta’' gbil dwarhom
fost il-Qrendin u s-Slimizi
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II-Fattur tal-Eta. Fost iz-zew( faxex ta’ eta (18-25 u 50-68) hemm gbil
dwar hames nomi. llkoll juru t-tendenza li juzaw Zzarbun, tarag, hgieg u mewg
fis-singular u tigieg fil-plural. 1zda z-zewg gruppi majagblux fug il-biccal-kbira
tan-nomi.Nghidu ahna, waqt li 55% taz-zghazagh juzaw werag fil-plural, 50%
tal-kelliema avvanzatifl-eta juzawh fis-singular. B'mod generali, il-kbar huma
aktar konservattivi, fis-sens li jippreferu I-ghadd singular fil-bi¢c¢a I-kbira tal-

kazi. Ir-rizultati geghdin migburin fit-Tabella 7.

Nomi Singular Plural Singular u
kollettivi Plural
hobz 18-25 35% 0% 65%
50-68 55% 0% 45%
tarag 18-25 95% 5% 0%
50-68 95% 5% 0%
Zzarbun 18-25 100% 0% 0%
50-68 95% 0% 5%
gebel 18-25 30% 5% 65%
50-68 70% 0% 30%
mewg 18-25 85% 0% 15%
50-68 100% 0% 0%
hgieg 18-25 85% 0% 15%
50-68 95% 0% 5%
dubbien 18-25 15% 35% 50%
50-68 65% 10% 25%
tuffieh 18-25 40% 15% 45%
50-68 85% 5% 10%
kliem 18-25 15% 40% 45%
50-68 55% 30% 15%
bajd 18-25 0% 55% 45%
50-68 35% 25% 40%
weraq 18-25 25% 55% 20%
50-68 50% 25% 25%
tigieg 18-25 0% 80% 20%
50-68 5% 80% 15%

Tabella 7: L-Ghadd tan-nomi kollettivi uzati fost kelliema ta’ etajiet differenti
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Gheluq

Tul dan l-artiklu stharrigna n-nomi kollettivi fil-kitba u fit-tahdit, skont ir-
registru u I-kuntest sintattiku. Fdin il-parti niddiskutu erba’ sejbiet ewlenin
li johorgu minn dan l-istudju. Qabelxejn, ghall-kuntrarju tal-osservazzjoni
ta’ Fenech, stharrig bil-korpus jixhed li fil-miktub il-maggoranza tan-nomi
kollettivi jintuzaw I-aktar fis-singular, irrispettivament mill-generu tal-kitba.

It-tieni, abbazi ta’ analizi bil-korpus u esperiment soc¢jolingwistiku, rajna li
n-nomi li jintuzaw fil-plural ghandhom tendenza li jokkorru f'kuntesti verbali,
izda jokkorru f'kuntesti aggettivali wkoll. Dan fifisser li, ghall-kuntrarju ta’
Alexander Borg, m'hemmx distinzjoni netta bejn I-ghadd singular u I-kuntest
aggettivali fug naha u I-ghadd plural u I-kuntest verbali fug I-ohra.

It-tielet sejba hi dwar l-ogsma semantici tal-kollettivi. It-tnax-il nom i
analizzajna ntghazlu minn ogsma semantici differenti bil-ghan li naraw jekk
hemmx xi rabta bejn il-kategorija semantika tal-kollettivi u l-imgiba sintattika
taghhom. Mill-analizijohrog li nomimill-istess gasam (ez. dubbien u tigieg) ma
jgibux runhom l-istess, ghajr ghal tarag u zarbun mill-kategorija tas-settijiet,
li juru mgiba simili.

Fl-ahhar nett, mill-istudju tohrog diskrepanza bejn |-ghadd tal-kollettiv
fil-miktub u I-mithaddet. Fil-miktub (analizi bil-korpus) disa’ nomi jintuzaw
kwazi dejjem fis-singular, wiehed (tigieg) kwazi dejjem fil-plural, u tnejn (bajd,
weraq) jilaghbu bejn singular u plural. Mill-banda |-ohra, fit-tahdit (studju
socjolingwistiku), erbghajintuzaw |-aktarfis-singular, tnejn (bajd, tigieg) I-aktar
fil-plural, u sitta jokkorru fis-singular dagskemm fil-plural. L-iskala t'hawn taht
tigbor ir-rizultati misjuba. In-nomi fil-grassett huma dawk li jgibu ruhhom
l-istess fil-miktub u fit-tahdit.

| Pl
* I |
zarbun hgieg kliem bajd weraq tigleg
tarag tuffieh
mewd  dubbien
debel
hobz

Tabella 8: In-nomi kollettivi fil-Malti miktub
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sg. [ 4 4 4 + ] + } 4 | Pl
2arbun mewg tufieh gebel hobz dubbien tigieg
tarag  hgieg weraq
kliem
bajd

Tabella 9: In-nomi kollettivi fil-Malti mithaddet

Dan l-istudju hu msejjes fuq it-tezi ta’ Theresa Abdilla (2015) li partijiet
minnha gew ipprezentati fis-Simpozju “The Noun Phrase in Maltese and
Maltese English”fl-Universita ta’Bamberg f'Mejju 2015.
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