MARSH HARRIERS ROOSTING IN ALEPPO PINES AT BUSKETT

Single Marsh Harriers Circus aeruginosus have been noted to roost occasionally in the woods at Buskett
(Balzan & Fenech 1981-83). In autumn 1991, roosting in Aleppo Pines has been noted there with up to
28 birds on one evening.

Observations at Buskett were carried out daily from September to the first week of October 1991.
Marsh Harriers were noted to congregate over Buskelt on most days after 1630 hrs. Flocks of up to 5 birds
have beenrecorded and roosting was observed as follows (number of migrating Marsh Harriers observed
on each respective day is given in brackets): One on 5th September (9), 6 on 9th September (13), 22 on
21st September (165) and 28 on 4th October (40).

The birds always used a small area of Aleppo Pines near Verdala Castle. There is no doubt that
illegal hunting in the area prevents more birds from roosting there.
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