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THE BLUETHROAT LISCINIA SVECICA RECORDED SINGING IN MALTA

The Bluethroat Luscinia svecicais a very scarce but annual passage migrant from March to May and again
from September to November. Some birds also over winter in Malta. There have been no records of the
bird singing on migration through Malta or while overwintering (Sultana & Gauci 1982).

The following are the first singing records of this species: One singing while perching on an
electricity wire at Lunzjata Valley, Gozo on 11 April 1983 (John Attard Montalto, pers. comm.); a white-
spotted male singing for nearly an hour while perched on « twig by the side of the Marsalforn Valley on
17 March 1985 (John Grech, pers. comm.); and another male singing perched in a Tamarisk tree on an
island at Ghadira Nature Reserve on 17 December 1989.-The latter was also heard singing regularly at
the reserve from December to March (Charles Gauci, pers. comm.).
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