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EGG IAYING IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SHEARWATER P. YELKOUAN IN MALTA

In the Maltese Islands the Medilerranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan has been recorded laying
generally in late March or early April (Sultana & Gauci 1970a, 1970b, 1982).

While ona night visit to a partly accessible colony of this species in the northern part of Malta on
7 March 1991 an adult bird was found incubating its single egg, very deep inside a burrow in the cliffs.
On the same night seven other birds were caught for ringing before entering their burrow. During the
ringing process three adult females were found ready for laying. The egg inside could easily be felt and
the cloaca was already much extended.

It scems that the Mediterranean Shearwater in the Maltese Islands may commence laying in the first
hatf of March, earlier than previously recorded.
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Acknowledgement is due to Manwel Mallia, who, with difficulty, entered the deep burrow and
found the incubating bird, to Joe Sultana who examined the birds during the ringing process, and to Alex
Casha, Victor Falzon and Desiree Falzon who formed part of the visiting team.
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Editorial Note: The Records Committee of the British Omithologists’ Unionin its fifteenth report in April
1991 has recommended the separation of P. yelkouan(including the race mauretanicus) from Puffinus
puffinus (Manx Shearwater) which should now be treated as monotypic. It has also recommended that
Puffinus yelkouanbe known as Mediterranean Shearwater (Jbis 133:438—441). Local ornithologists should
be very careful not to be confused as in former times the Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea was
known as Mediterranean“Shearwater. The separation has been recommended due to recent works
(Boume et al., Br. Birds81: 306-319 and Yesou et al., Br. Birds83: 299-319) which show that there are
consistent and recognisable differences in the plumage, breeding range, migration pattern and winter
distributionof P. puffinuson the one handand P. yelkouan(both subspecies yelkouanand mauretanicus)
on the other.
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