
SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1989 

compiled by 
CHARLES CDLEJRO 

The regular contributors to the daily log kept by the Ringing and 
Research Committee of the Malta Ornithological Society during the year 
under review were: John Attard Montalto, John Borg, Rich~rd Cachia 
Zammit, Alex Casha, Charles Coleiro, Mark Anthony Falzon, Raymond Galea, 
Charles Gauci, Manuel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion, Michaal Sammut and Joe 
Sultana. Other contributors were: Mario Bosio, Simon Busuttil~ Denis 
Cachia 1 Jackie Cremona, Peter Jv Dunn, Joseph Dunlop, Max Farrugia, 
Nataline Fennech, Morten M. Hansen, J.C. Le Gassich, Caldan Mercieca, 
Paul Portelli, Jurgen Rudder, Silvio Scicluna, Martin Thake and Louis 
Vella. Other members may have cont~ibuted to the daily lag kept at the 
Ghadira Nature Rese~ve, which records were subsequently added to the 
national daily and species log. 

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ru-Ficollis Blongun Zghic 
2 at Ghadira from 2 Jan to 15 Mar, then 1 till 25th. Again 1 at 
same place ~rom 26-28 Oct, 2 on 4-5 Dec and singles on 7th and 22nd. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus 
1 at Ghadi~a ~~om 20 Nov to 1 Dec WHEN 
Ghallis on 4th 1 6th, and 8 Dec. 

Blongun Prim 
FOUND DEAD, then singles at 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricoll is Blongun Sekond 
Up to 20 present at Ghadira from Jan to mid. Mar. Gradually 
to 1 till 27th. 1 released at same place on 20 Ssp and 1 +rom 
then again +rom 18 Nov increasing to 20 by 16 Dec and 18-20 
end. Outside Ghadira 6 ~ecards o~ 1-2 from 19 Nov to 15 Dec. 

CORY'S SHEARWATER Ca 1 onectr is di omedea Cie-Fa 

decreasing 
22-26 Oct; 
ti 1 l ye<H' 

First sightings on 19 Feb then regularly observed of~share till 21 Oct, 
mostly on windy days. Highest count up to 1000 off Ghallis on 2 Aug and 
of~ San Blass on 2 Sep. Late singles on 6 Nov and 23 Dec. Stable numbers 
in colonies. 

MEDITERRANEAN SHEARWATER PuFFinus yelkou.;;n Ga.--ni ja 
Mostly recorded at colonies from Jan to mid~ Jun with a ~ew o~fshore 

sightings ~~om Feb to May, 1 on 29 Jul. Br-eeding numbers as usual. Again 
recorded o~Fshore in low single ~igures on 17 days ~rom 8 Nov to end of 
year. 

STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus 
Only recorded ~rom Fil~la on visits 

GANNET Suld bossana Sula 

Kangu ta• Filfla 
in Jun-Jul. 

1 o~~ Qammieh on 18 Mar; them 10 sightings o~ 1-2 +rom 8 Nov to 30 Dec, 
mostly o~~ the east coast o~ Malta. 

CORMORANT Phdldcrocorax carbo Ma~gun 

2 on 2 Jan, 3 on 1 Feb and 1 on 5 Mar, In aut.un1n on 27 dates from 14 Oct 
to 19 Dec with most in Nov when almost daily. Highest were parties o~ 13 
at Cumnija on 26 Nov and 8 on 27 Oct and 7 on 2 Nov both at Ghallis. 
Otherwise 1-3 mostly off the east coast of Malta. 

LITTLE BITTERN Ixobrychus minutus 
Only recorded in May: s1nglss at 
Bingemma on 21st. 

NIGHT HERON Nycticor~x nycticorax 
1n spring 5 on 14 MaY~ then on 11 
2 but 50+ ovsr Comino on 2 Ap~ 

Russett tas-Sigar 
Ghadira on 6th and 

Kwakka 

J0-!2th and at 

dates from 27 Mar to 31 May; mostly l­
and 18 at Ghadira on 1:3 May. ~\utumn 
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migration from 14 Aug to 
single figuresbut a few 
s~. 

7 Oct with 20 sightings on 15 dates, mostly 
~locks wers observed, highest 47 at Sliema on 

SQUACCO HERON Ardeola ralloides Agrett !sfar 

in 
5 

3 sightings in Apr: 20 at B'Bugia and 4 at Ramla Bay on 19th and 2 at 
Ghadira on 22nd. 1-2 at same place on 13-14 May. Again 1 at Ghadira 
Cdiedl on 13th and 6 at Sliema on 27th, both in Sep. 

L[TTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta Agrett Abjad 
2 on B Feb and 1 on 16-17 Ma~. Then 28 sightings on 19 dates f~om 25 Mar 
to 28 Apr 11-2 daily at Ghadira from !7-28 AprJ. Mostly 1-13 but 33 on 
1st, 30 on 17th and 20 on 19thv 1-2 dt Ghadira on 3 dates in May rrom 4-
23rd. Bat Qalet Marku on 21st and l at Ghadira on 25th, both in Jul. 
Then 23 sightings on 17 dates ~rom 24 Aug to 14 Oct, mostly 1-4 but 13 
at Bahar ic-Caghaq on 2 Oct. 1 on 17 Dec at Qammieh. 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea Russett GYiZ 
1 on 27 Feb, then 16 sightings on 10 days from 5-29 Mar, mostly 1-12 but 
33+ at Qammieh on 11th and 21 at B'Bugia on 14th. Singles on 4 dates in 
Apr from 13-28th. I at Ghadira on 8-9 Jul. In autumn 51 sightings on 30 
days from 6 Aug to 26 Oct (mast in Sep to mid Octl. Single to low double 
figures but 104+ 12 sites) on 14th and 94+ at B'Bugia on !5th, bath in 
Sep. 1-4 on 3 dates in Nov ~rom 3-15, 5 sightings o~ 1-2 ~rom 3-6 and 1 
on 27 in Dec. 

PURPLE HERON llrdea purpurea Russet.t Ahmar 
Only recor-ded in singles: In Apr at Qammish on 8th and at Zebbug, Gozo 
on 24th, at Burmarrad on 5 Aug, at Ghadira and M'Xlokk on 2 Oct. 

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra Cikonja Sewda 
2 at Salib ta' L-Gholja on 7th and 1 at Mgarr Ix-Xini on 14th, both in 
Apr; 2 over Camino an 8 Oct. 

WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia Cikcnja Bajda 
13 at M'Scala on 7 Apr. In Aug, 2 at Luqa on 11-12t~, then up to 11 
sighted daily Tram various areas from 21-24th and 1 at Owajra, Malta on 
28th. 1 at Naduy, Malta on 2 Oct. 

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis -Falcinellus Velleran 
17+ over Qammieh on 31 MaY and 1 at Ghadira on 18 Aug. 

GREATER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus ruber Fjamingu 
Flock of 36 reported as sighted in Malta on 7 Apr. 

GF1EY LAG GOOSE llnser .;;nser Wizza Griza 
6 off Ghallis on 4 Dec. 

"GREY" GEESE llnser sp. 
2 at a~augia an 2 Jan. 

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvect tas-Salib 
2 at Ghadira from 21 Jan to !9 Feb. 4 sight!ngs in Nov w1th flock of 25+ 
at Ghallis on 17th, 8 at Delimara and 7 at Cirkewwa on 23rd and 1 at 
Ghalll~ on 25th. Again 4 sightlngs of 1-5 In Dec ~rom 2-4th. 

WIGEON Anas penelope Silfjun Ewropew 
Singles at Ghadira from 4-27 Jan, then at Gha!lis on 14th and at Ghadira 
on !6-20 Oct. In Nov singles again at Ghad!Ya on 8-9th and 13th, and 2 
at Cirkewwa'on 22nd. Daily from 2-31 Dec with 4 sightings only outside 
Ghad!ra. Single-s except for 5 at Qawra on 3rd. 

GADWALL llnas strepera Kuluvsrt Griz 
5 at Ghallis on 20th and 1 male at Ghadira from 20-28th, all in Dec. 

TEAL 4nds creccd Sarsella 
1 from 1 Jan to 12 Mar and 1-3 from 17-29 Aug, all at Ghadira. Singles 
on 6th and 15th and 2 on 26 Oct; then l on 15th, 10+ at Ghal 1 is and 1 at 
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Ghadica on 28 Nov. Daily at Ghadira in Dec with up to 6 
least 4 till end o~ year. 3 sightings outs1de Ghadira 
Qawra on 3rrl, 7 at Ghallis and 1 at Ghajn Znuber on 4th~ 

on 16th and 
in Dec: 28+ 

at 
at 

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert 
4 at B'Bug!a on 1 Feb, then up to 4 in Dec at Ghad!ra decreasing to 1 by 
end of yea~. 3 s1ghtings outside Ghadira in Dec. 7 at Ghajn Znuber on 
2nd, 5 at Qawra on 3rd and 6 at Ghallis on 13th. Feral bi~ds present at 

Ghadira all the year. 

PINTAIL Anas acuta Sil~jun 
7 sightings o~ J-3 ~rom 14 Oct to 23 Nov, but 7 on 21st and 13 on 22 
Oct, both at Ghallis. Singles daily at Ghad1ra in Dec ~rom 3-27th and at 
Dalimara and Qawra on 3~d. 

GARGANEY Anas querquedula Sarsella Hamra 
Two sightings at Qammieh in Mar: 2 on 12th and 15+ on 25th. Than singles 
at Ghadira on 26th and 29 Jun and 9 Sep. 

SHOVELER Anas clypeata Palettuna 
2 on 4-6 May and 8 on 16 Oct at Ghadira. 7 at Ghallis and 1 at Ghadira 
on 19 Nov 1 11 at Qawra and singles at Ghadira and Oelimara an 3 Dec. 

POCHARD Aythya Fer 1 na Brajml a 
2 f"r-om 1 Jan to 12~ Mar; singles on 25 Oct, 8 Nov, and -fr-om 5-14th and 

24-31 Dec 9 but with 2 on 28th all at Ghadira~ 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca Brajmla t"Ghajnha Bajda 
Singles at Ghadira on 14-15 Apr and 19 Nov. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Nergus serrator Serra 
6 sightings ~rom ~1 Nov to 16 Dec; all singles except for 6 at Ghallis 
on 25 Nov. All sightings at Ghallis except ~or one at M"Xlokk an 25 Nov. 

"DUCK sp." Anas sp. 
7 on 4th and 4 an 16 Feb; on 7 dates in Mar ~rom 12-29thJ single to low 
double -figur-es but 55+ at Qammieh on 12th. 1 on 25 Aug. In autumn, 2 on 

8th then on most days from 14 Oct to 13 Dec; single to double ~igures of 
up to SO but 160+ (::2 s1tes) an 14 Octv 1 on 26 Dec. Ma6t autumn records 
o~~ the East coast of Malta. 

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuccarda 
In spring 1 on 11th, then 10 sightings ~rom 22 Apr to 17 May; mostly 1-3 
but 11 over s•Kara on 5 May and 7 at Dwejra, M~lt~ on 27 Apr~ On most 
days in autumn +rom 24 Aug to 6 Oct (daily ~rom 9 Sep to 2 Oct) with a 
peak ~rom !9-23 Sep. Single to double ~igures o~ up to 45+, but 160+ 13 
sites) on 21st, 140+ (3 sites) on 22nd, and 94+ {3 sites) on 23 Sep. 1 
on 14 Oct. Most autumn records from Buskett, Nadur <Malta) and Dwajra 
IMaltal. · 

BLACK KITE Nilvus migrans Astun Jswed 
1 on 24 Mar and 7 sightings o~ 1-3 an 5 dates ~rom 1-29 Apr. In autumn 1 
on 28 Aug, then 6 sightings on 4 dates in Sep +rom 9-23 Sep, highest 5 
at Nadur/Dwsjra (Malta) on 21st, otherwise 1-2. 

SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circaetus gallicus Ajkla Bajda 
All sightings in Sep: 1 at Dwejra, Malta and Girgenti on 17th and 2 at 
Dwej~a, Malta and Suskett on 20th were probably same birds~ 2 at Buskett 
on 22nd -nd 1 at Owejra, Malta on 23rd. 

MARSH HARRIER Cir-cus aeruginosus Bughadam Ahmar 
1 on 16th and 3 on J 9 Feb, then on most days ~rom 6 Mar to 28 Apr 
(mostly ~~om late Mar to ea~ly Apr and in late Apr}. Up to 15 on most 
days but 20+ at Ramla Valley and 16+ at Dwejra, Malta on 21 Apr-. 1-2 on 
5 dates in May ~rom 3-21st. Autumn migration from 24 Aug ~o 7 Oct with 
most ~rom 15 Sep to 3 Octt when daily. Single to double figures a~ up to 
40 but 120+ (3 sites) on 22nd, 90+ 13 sites) on 23rd and 104+ at Buskett 

on 27th. 
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HEN HARRIFR Circus cyaneus 
1 male at Owejra, Malta on 11 

Bughadam Abjad Prim 
Apr and 1 at Ghadira 

Bughadam Abjad 
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on 3 Dec. 

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus 
Single males at Mriehel on 19 MaYJ 
Caghaq lshotl on 23 Oct. 

at Ghadira on 23 Sep and at Bahar ic-

MONTAGU'S HARRIER Circus pygargus Bughadam Griz 
c15 at M"Forn on 28 Mar, then 13 sightings on 11 dates in Apr ~rom l-
26th, mostly 1-3 but 12 at Ghadira on 22nd. Singles in May an 5th and 
13th. 1 at Fil~la on 23 Oct. 

HARRIER Sp Circus sp. 
18 sightings on 13 dates ~rom 9 Ma~ to 25 Apr, mainly 1-4 but 8 at 
Ghadira on 22 Apr and a passage (no numbeYs given) on the west coast o~ 
Gozo on 25 Ap~. 1 on 28 Aug, 5 sightings o~ I-2 ~rom 4-12 Sep and L on 4 
Nov. Most sightings 'e~er to RING-TAIL HARRIERS. 

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier 
Recorded 

on 27th; 
14th_ 

in singles: in Sep at Buskett on 17th and 21st and at Xemxija 
Oct at Nadur, Malta on 3rd and at Famm Ir-Rih and Rabat on in 

BUZZARD Buteo bu~eo kuccarda Prima 
1 was shot at f1~Xlokk: on 21 Apr~ Sinl]les in Sep at Nadur, 

and at Buskett and again at Nadur, Malta on 22nd~ 
Malta on 21st 

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE Aquila pomarina Ajkla tat-Tik~i 
Singles over Grand Harbour on 9th and at Buskett on 22 Sep. 

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraaetus pennatus Ajkla tal-Kalzetti 
1 light phase, at Nadur, Malta on 23 Sep. 

OSPREY Pdndion haliaetus Arpa 
Singles in Apr on 10-12th and 22nd and In May on 21st. 1 on 28 Aug, then 
7 sightlngs in Sep: on 13th, !9-22nd and 27th, all singles but 4 at 
Nadur/Dwejra, Malta on 22nd. Most autumn sightings at Buskett. 

"SROADvl l NGS" 
Singles on 3rd and 6 Apr. In autumn almost daily from 10-30 Sep; up to 
17 on most occassions but 34 on 21st and 32 on 22nd at Buskett highest. 
In Oct 3 on 2nd and 1 on 7th. 

LESSER KESTF2EL Fdlco naumanni Spanjulatt. Sekond 
Singles on 8th and 10 Ap' and 21 May. In autumn daily sightings o~ J-4 
from 16-27 Sep 1 then 4 sightings of singles on 29-30 Sep. 2 on 2 Oct. 
Most autumn sightings from Buskett. 

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulstt 
I on 13th and 2 on 31 Jan, and singles on Bth and 24 Feb. In 
almost daily sightings from 9 ·Mar to 17 Apr; mostly 1-6 but 10+ 
on 20 Mar. Then 12 sightlngs ~rom 21 Apr to 20 May; mainly 1-2 
Camino on 23 Apr. 4 sightlngs o~ singles ~rom 22 Jul to 5 Aug. 
moGt days in autumn ~rom 2 Sep to 29 Oct Cdaily ~rom 15-24. Sep 
Oct); in single ~igures but 20+ at Zurrisq on 2 Oct. Singlss on 
in Nov ~rom-2-26th and an 3 dates in Dac +rom 1-26th. 

REO-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumb..-ell 

SpYing 
on Gozo 

but 4 at 
Again on 
and 6-15 

4 dates 

Recorded only on spring migration: singles an 23 Apr, 8th and 14th; and 
daily at Ghajn Rihana from 30 May to 2 Jun. 

HOBBY Falco subbuteo Seqs' tal-Hannleqa 
In spYing 1-2 on 10 dates .from 19 Apr to 16 May~ In autumn 27 sightings 
on 15 dates in Sep ~rom 7-27th (daily 15-24th>; mostly 1-6 but c10 at 
Buskett on .23rd. 1 on 2nd and 2 on 6 Oct; and 1 on 12 Nov. Most 

sightings at Buskett, Nadur{Mdlta) and Dwejra(Malta). 

ELEONORA'S FALCJN f--alco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
S1ngles at Bingemma on 18 May and at Mosta on 2 Jun. Then singles on 
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1 on 24 Mar and 7 sightings o~ 1-3 an 5 dates ~rom 1-29 Apr. In autumn 1 
on 28 Aug, then 6 sightings on 4 dates in Sep +rom 9-23 Sep, highest 5 
at Nadur/Dwsjra (Malta) on 21st, otherwise 1-2. 

SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circaetus gallicus Ajkla Bajda 
All sightings in Sep: 1 at Dwejra, Malta and Girgenti on 17th and 2 at 
Dwej~a, Malta and Suskett on 20th were probably same birds~ 2 at Buskett 
on 22nd -nd 1 at Owejra, Malta on 23rd. 

MARSH HARRIER Cir-cus aeruginosus Bughadam Ahmar 
1 on 16th and 3 on J 9 Feb, then on most days ~rom 6 Mar to 28 Apr 
(mostly ~~om late Mar to ea~ly Apr and in late Apr}. Up to 15 on most 
days but 20+ at Ramla Valley and 16+ at Dwejra, Malta on 21 Apr-. 1-2 on 
5 dates in May ~rom 3-21st. Autumn migration from 24 Aug ~o 7 Oct with 
most ~rom 15 Sep to 3 Octt when daily. Single to double figures a~ up to 
40 but 120+ (3 sites) on 22nd, 90+ 13 sites) on 23rd and 104+ at Buskett 

on 27th. 
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HEN HARRIFR Circus cyaneus 
1 male at Owejra, Malta on 11 

Bughadam Abjad Prim 
Apr and 1 at Ghadira 

Bughadam Abjad 
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on 3 Dec. 

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus 
Single males at Mriehel on 19 MaYJ 
Caghaq lshotl on 23 Oct. 

at Ghadira on 23 Sep and at Bahar ic-

MONTAGU'S HARRIER Circus pygargus Bughadam Griz 
c15 at M"Forn on 28 Mar, then 13 sightings on 11 dates in Apr ~rom l-
26th, mostly 1-3 but 12 at Ghadira on 22nd. Singles in May an 5th and 
13th. 1 at Fil~la on 23 Oct. 

HARRIER Sp Circus sp. 
18 sightings on 13 dates ~rom 9 Ma~ to 25 Apr, mainly 1-4 but 8 at 
Ghadira on 22 Apr and a passage (no numbeYs given) on the west coast o~ 
Gozo on 25 Ap~. 1 on 28 Aug, 5 sightings o~ I-2 ~rom 4-12 Sep and L on 4 
Nov. Most sightings 'e~er to RING-TAIL HARRIERS. 

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier 
Recorded 

on 27th; 
14th_ 

in singles: in Sep at Buskett on 17th and 21st and at Xemxija 
Oct at Nadur, Malta on 3rd and at Famm Ir-Rih and Rabat on in 

BUZZARD Buteo bu~eo kuccarda Prima 
1 was shot at f1~Xlokk: on 21 Apr~ Sinl]les in Sep at Nadur, 

and at Buskett and again at Nadur, Malta on 22nd~ 
Malta on 21st 

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE Aquila pomarina Ajkla tat-Tik~i 
Singles over Grand Harbour on 9th and at Buskett on 22 Sep. 

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraaetus pennatus Ajkla tal-Kalzetti 
1 light phase, at Nadur, Malta on 23 Sep. 

OSPREY Pdndion haliaetus Arpa 
Singles in Apr on 10-12th and 22nd and In May on 21st. 1 on 28 Aug, then 
7 sightlngs in Sep: on 13th, !9-22nd and 27th, all singles but 4 at 
Nadur/Dwejra, Malta on 22nd. Most autumn sightings at Buskett. 

"SROADvl l NGS" 
Singles on 3rd and 6 Apr. In autumn almost daily from 10-30 Sep; up to 
17 on most occassions but 34 on 21st and 32 on 22nd at Buskett highest. 
In Oct 3 on 2nd and 1 on 7th. 

LESSER KESTF2EL Fdlco naumanni Spanjulatt. Sekond 
Singles on 8th and 10 Ap' and 21 May. In autumn daily sightings o~ J-4 
from 16-27 Sep 1 then 4 sightings of singles on 29-30 Sep. 2 on 2 Oct. 
Most autumn sightings from Buskett. 

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulstt 
I on 13th and 2 on 31 Jan, and singles on Bth and 24 Feb. In 
almost daily sightings from 9 ·Mar to 17 Apr; mostly 1-6 but 10+ 
on 20 Mar. Then 12 sightlngs ~rom 21 Apr to 20 May; mainly 1-2 
Camino on 23 Apr. 4 sightlngs o~ singles ~rom 22 Jul to 5 Aug. 
moGt days in autumn ~rom 2 Sep to 29 Oct Cdaily ~rom 15-24. Sep 
Oct); in single ~igures but 20+ at Zurrisq on 2 Oct. Singlss on 
in Nov ~rom-2-26th and an 3 dates in Dac +rom 1-26th. 

REO-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumb..-ell 

SpYing 
on Gozo 

but 4 at 
Again on 
and 6-15 

4 dates 

Recorded only on spring migration: singles an 23 Apr, 8th and 14th; and 
daily at Ghajn Rihana from 30 May to 2 Jun. 

HOBBY Falco subbuteo Seqs' tal-Hannleqa 
In spYing 1-2 on 10 dates .from 19 Apr to 16 May~ In autumn 27 sightings 
on 15 dates in Sep ~rom 7-27th (daily 15-24th>; mostly 1-6 but c10 at 
Buskett on .23rd. 1 on 2nd and 2 on 6 Oct; and 1 on 12 Nov. Most 

sightings at Buskett, Nadur{Mdlta) and Dwejra(Malta). 

ELEONORA'S FALCJN f--alco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
S1ngles at Bingemma on 18 May and at Mosta on 2 Jun. Then singles on 
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24th and 28lh and 2 on 30 Aug; and 10 sightings a~ 1-2 in Ssp ~~om 5-
23rd. Most autumn records fyom Buskett and OwejraCMalta). 

Bies PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus 
Singles at Wied il~Mielah on 24 Apr, 
at Wa~dija Pt on 19th. and at Buskett 

at is-Sana.b, 
on L'3 Sep~ 

Gozo on 24 Jun, and 

Unidenti~ied FALCONS Falco sp. 
2 on 9th and 1 on 29 Apr, and singles on 3rd and 12 May. In autumn 30 
sightings o~ 1-6 ~rom 5 Sep to 8 Oct. Most records re~er to Kestrel sp. 

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix Summiena 
1 at Has-Saptan on 13 Feb, then 22 sightings ~rom 2 Apr to 13 May; 
mostly 1-4 but 20+ at Ghajn Tu~~ieha on 13th and 30+ at Dingli Cli~~s on 
14 Apr. Most sightings in Gozo. Singles on 29 Jun and 27 Ssp, 3 on 9 Oct 
and singles again on 7 Nov and 17 De~~ 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus G;allozz tax-Xitwa 
Up to 10 at Ghadira In Jan-Feb but with max o~ 15 on 7-9 Jan and 2 Feb; 
then 1-5 in Mav to 30th. 1 on 20 Sep, than 1-2 on most days ~rom 14 Oct 
to 10 Nov; 1 on 17th then up to 5 ~rom 21 Nov to end o~ yea..-. Outs 1 de 
Ghadira, singles on 27 Jan, 8th and 10 FQb, 20 Sap, 2nd and 17 Nov and 9 
Dec, mo~tly dt Lunzjata and Ramla Vall~y~ 

SPOTTED CRAKE Por-zana porzan.> Gallazz tat-Tikki 
Single9 at Ghadira on 22nd and 25 Mar; in Apr 1 at Camino an 
14th and singles on 6 dates ~rom l5-26th at Ghadira, 1 on 
autumn only !n singles: on 4 Sep and 12 sight!ngs from 22 Sep 
all at Ghadi~a, except +o~ 5 sightings at Xemxija. 1 again at 
16 Nov. 

LITTLE CRAKE Porzdnd p~rvd Gallozz Zghir 

2nd, 2 an 
7 M;ay. In 
to 16 Oct; 
Ghadi ra t)n 

Singles at Lunzjata on 16 Feb, at Ghadira and Camino (~ound dsad) on 26 
Mar and at Ghadira an 8 May. 

MOORHEN Gallinula: chloropus Giallozz Isd..;sd 
Daily at Ghadira -from Jan to 2 M<iyj mo~tly up ta 15 but 20+ 011 a. f'liitw 
dates in Ma~. 15 sightings outside Ghadira, mainly in Apr, with m~x. a~ 

12 at Ghajnslelem, 4 sightlngs till end o~ May. On 9 scattered dates In 
summer from 20 Jun to 28 Aug from 3 di~~erent sites (indic~ting 
breeding), max 10 at Ghajnsielsm on 2 da.t~~s. In single . .figures d.ikily at 
Ghadi~a ~rom 1 Sep, with 10-15 on most days from latQ O~t to end o~ 

year. 12 sightings outside Ghadira in Sep, Nov-Dec at Gha.jnsielem and 
Xemxija. 

COOT Ful ic.a. CJtrCJ Tigiaga tal-Bahar-
Daily at Ghadira ~rom Jan-Mar where up to 31 wintered. Numbers decreased 
gradually a~ter 11 Mar. Occassional sightings ~ram Ghajnsielem with up 
to 5 in Jan. Singles regularly in Apr and occassionaly ~vom May-Ssp at 
above two sites. Again daily at Ghadira ~ram 24 Oct onwards, numbers 
gradually increasing ~rom 3 to 27 by mid Dec. 4 sightings a~ singles 
outside Ghadira: at Ghajnsielem on 5th and 25 Nov, at Bahar 1c-Caghaq on 
4th and Msida on 5 Dec. · 

CRANE Grus grus Grar,t;~wa 

Twa sightings in Jan with 5 at Dingli on 15th and 4 seen ~rom various 
s1tes in Malta on 22nd. In Fsb 5 on 1st and 17 on 15th at s•sugia. 3 at 
Ghajn Rih.;na on 28 Mar". ln 01uturnn, 4 at Ghadir"a on 20 Oct, 4 at M'Xlokk 
on 28 Nov and 2 at Xaghr"a, Gozo on 13 Dec. 

OYSTERCATCHER HCJema to pus os tr,;degus Ga 11 ina ta 1-·Bahar 
1 at Hal-Far on 20 May; then -flock o-F 30+ at Bahar- Ic-Caghaq on 21 Jul 
and 5 sightings of 1-6 ~ram 27 Jul to 1 Aug, all at Ghallis except far 1 
at Hal-Fa,· on 1 Aug. 

BLACK-WINGEQ STILT Himantopus himantopus 
Usual bir·d at Ghadi,·a present daily ~rom 
Ma~ to 13 Ap~; 5 on 21 Apr, 4 on 4 Jun; 1 
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Fr-as-servjent 
Jan-Dec, otherwise 1 from 27 

on 18th and ~lock a~ 25·~ on 26 
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Aug; 8 on 2nd and 3 on 3-4 Sep, all at Ghad1ra. Two other· sightings; 
at Selmun on 1 Apr and 3 at Ta"Qali on 27 Jt;n_ 

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta Xif"a 
1 at Ghadira on 25 Apr and 6 at Ghallis on 14 Oct. 

STONE CURLEW Burhinus osdicnemus Tellerita 
Singles at Bahar ic-Caghaq on 31 Mar and at Hr!ehel on 2 Ap .... 

PRAT!NCOLE Gldreold pratincola 
I at St.Elmo Pt. on 9 Sep. 

Pernicjotta 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Ch.•rddt-ius dubius Monakella 
Daily at Ghadira ~rom I Mar to 20 May; up to 8 but 10+ on !6 Mar. 3 
sightings outside Ghadira from 9-16 Apr .. Then singles on 5 day& .fr""om 27 
May to 26 Jun. 1-9 almost dally in autumn ~rom 1 Jul to 4 Oct, with mo~t 
in Aug. 2 on 11 Oct .. Most sightings at Ghadira with a ~ew ~rom Salina. 

RINGED PLOVER Ch.3radrius hiaticula Monakella Prima 
1-3 almost d~ily ~rom 7-28 May; eingle~ an 1 Jun; 7th and 29 Jul. 1-4 
almost daily ~rom 9 Aug to 4 Oct. All ~ecords at Ghadlra except ~or 6 
sightlngs o~ 1-2 ~rom 13 Aug to 10 Ssp mostly at Salina. 1 at Gh~llis on 
5 Dec. 

KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius Blexandrinus Monakella Saqajha Suwsd 
Singles on 6 Mar and 10-!1th and 14-!5 A~r at Ghadira. Then ~Ingles at 
Salina on 31 Jul and 2 Aug and at Ghadl~a on 26 Aug. 2 on 25th, then 
singles daily ~rom 28 Sep to 2 Oct at Ghadlra with 1 sighting ~t Salina 
on 28th. 

OCJTTEREL Chdradrius morinellus Birwina 
1 at Ta~Cenc on 27 Ma~. 8 at Ghallis an 29 Aug, then 1-4 on 5 dates ~~om 
22 Sep to 12 Oct mainly at Nadur, Malta. 3 at Ghallls on 1 Nov. 

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria Pluvier"a 
2 shot on 24 Oct, then 5 sightings ~roim 18-26 Nov; .mainly 1-4 but 30+ 
at Ta"Qali on 19th. 

GF1EY PLOVER Pluvial is squatarola Pluviera Pastarda 
Singles at Ghad!ra on 10-!2th and at M'Xlokk (shot) on 15 May. In autumn 
1 at Ghallis on Bth, I at Ghadi~a on !!-13th and 2 at Ghallis on 29 Aug. 

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
3 on 1st and 1 on 2-4 Jan at Ghadlra and 45 at B"Bugia on 16 Feb. 3 
sightings in Nov. 1 at Ghadira on 7th, 17 at Luqa on 21st and 1 at 
Delimara an 23rd; then in· Dec, 7 at Gha.jn Znuber on 2nd and singles at 
Xemxija an 16th and Ghadira on 31st. 

KNOT Calidris ca.nutus Girwiel Saqajh Qosra 
2 at Ghadira on 4 May~ 

SANDERL lNG r:a 1 i dr is a 1 ba Pispisell"a Bajda 
1 at Ghadira ~~om 2-8 May. 

LITTLE STINT C.;,Jidris minut.;, Tertu"a 
Daily at Ghadit-a ~rom 2 Mar to 12 Jun with most in May; up to 35 but 40+ 
or 16 May. 5 other sightings outside Ghadira in Apt·-May and 6 sightings 
at Salina ~ram 31 May to 13 Jun with 50+ on 1 Jun highest. 1 on 26 Jun, 
then daily ft·om 15 Jul to 15 Oct; mainly up to 25 but 30+ at S~lina on 3 
Aug. M~st!y at Ghadira and Salina. I at Ghadira ~rom 5-10 Nov. 

TEMMINCK'S STINT Cdlidris temmtnckii Tertuxa Griza 
1-3 almost daily at Ghad!ra from 22 Apr to 21 May and 1 on 4 Jun. In 
autumn singles at Ghadira on 19-20th, at Salina on 28th and again at 
Ghddira on 29 Jul; 7th and 9th and 2 on 24 Aug. 1-2 at Salina from 8-12 
Sep •nd cJngles on 16th and 18 Oct. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Singles an 21-22 

Calidris Terruginea Bsggazzina H-.mr.a. 
Mar, 1-4 on 9 dates ~rom 1-27 Apr and up to 19 

35 

daily 
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24th and 28lh and 2 on 30 Aug; and 10 sightings a~ 1-2 in Ssp ~~om 5-
23rd. Most autumn records fyom Buskett and OwejraCMalta). 

Bies PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus 
Singles at Wied il~Mielah on 24 Apr, 
at Wa~dija Pt on 19th. and at Buskett 

at is-Sana.b, 
on L'3 Sep~ 

Gozo on 24 Jun, and 

Unidenti~ied FALCONS Falco sp. 
2 on 9th and 1 on 29 Apr, and singles on 3rd and 12 May. In autumn 30 
sightings o~ 1-6 ~rom 5 Sep to 8 Oct. Most records re~er to Kestrel sp. 

QUAIL Coturnix coturnix Summiena 
1 at Has-Saptan on 13 Feb, then 22 sightings ~rom 2 Apr to 13 May; 
mostly 1-4 but 20+ at Ghajn Tu~~ieha on 13th and 30+ at Dingli Cli~~s on 
14 Apr. Most sightings in Gozo. Singles on 29 Jun and 27 Ssp, 3 on 9 Oct 
and singles again on 7 Nov and 17 De~~ 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus G;allozz tax-Xitwa 
Up to 10 at Ghadira In Jan-Feb but with max o~ 15 on 7-9 Jan and 2 Feb; 
then 1-5 in Mav to 30th. 1 on 20 Sep, than 1-2 on most days ~rom 14 Oct 
to 10 Nov; 1 on 17th then up to 5 ~rom 21 Nov to end o~ yea..-. Outs 1 de 
Ghadira, singles on 27 Jan, 8th and 10 FQb, 20 Sap, 2nd and 17 Nov and 9 
Dec, mo~tly dt Lunzjata and Ramla Vall~y~ 

SPOTTED CRAKE Por-zana porzan.> Gallazz tat-Tikki 
Single9 at Ghadira on 22nd and 25 Mar; in Apr 1 at Camino an 
14th and singles on 6 dates ~rom l5-26th at Ghadira, 1 on 
autumn only !n singles: on 4 Sep and 12 sight!ngs from 22 Sep 
all at Ghadi~a, except +o~ 5 sightings at Xemxija. 1 again at 
16 Nov. 

LITTLE CRAKE Porzdnd p~rvd Gallozz Zghir 

2nd, 2 an 
7 M;ay. In 
to 16 Oct; 
Ghadi ra t)n 

Singles at Lunzjata on 16 Feb, at Ghadira and Camino (~ound dsad) on 26 
Mar and at Ghadira an 8 May. 

MOORHEN Gallinula: chloropus Giallozz Isd..;sd 
Daily at Ghadira -from Jan to 2 M<iyj mo~tly up ta 15 but 20+ 011 a. f'liitw 
dates in Ma~. 15 sightings outside Ghadira, mainly in Apr, with m~x. a~ 

12 at Ghajnslelem, 4 sightlngs till end o~ May. On 9 scattered dates In 
summer from 20 Jun to 28 Aug from 3 di~~erent sites (indic~ting 
breeding), max 10 at Ghajnsielsm on 2 da.t~~s. In single . .figures d.ikily at 
Ghadi~a ~rom 1 Sep, with 10-15 on most days from latQ O~t to end o~ 

year. 12 sightings outside Ghadira in Sep, Nov-Dec at Gha.jnsielem and 
Xemxija. 

COOT Ful ic.a. CJtrCJ Tigiaga tal-Bahar-
Daily at Ghadira ~rom Jan-Mar where up to 31 wintered. Numbers decreased 
gradually a~ter 11 Mar. Occassional sightings ~ram Ghajnsielem with up 
to 5 in Jan. Singles regularly in Apr and occassionaly ~vom May-Ssp at 
above two sites. Again daily at Ghadira ~ram 24 Oct onwards, numbers 
gradually increasing ~rom 3 to 27 by mid Dec. 4 sightings a~ singles 
outside Ghadira: at Ghajnsielem on 5th and 25 Nov, at Bahar 1c-Caghaq on 
4th and Msida on 5 Dec. · 

CRANE Grus grus Grar,t;~wa 

Twa sightings in Jan with 5 at Dingli on 15th and 4 seen ~rom various 
s1tes in Malta on 22nd. In Fsb 5 on 1st and 17 on 15th at s•sugia. 3 at 
Ghajn Rih.;na on 28 Mar". ln 01uturnn, 4 at Ghadir"a on 20 Oct, 4 at M'Xlokk 
on 28 Nov and 2 at Xaghr"a, Gozo on 13 Dec. 

OYSTERCATCHER HCJema to pus os tr,;degus Ga 11 ina ta 1-·Bahar 
1 at Hal-Far on 20 May; then -flock o-F 30+ at Bahar- Ic-Caghaq on 21 Jul 
and 5 sightings of 1-6 ~ram 27 Jul to 1 Aug, all at Ghallis except far 1 
at Hal-Fa,· on 1 Aug. 

BLACK-WINGEQ STILT Himantopus himantopus 
Usual bir·d at Ghadi,·a present daily ~rom 
Ma~ to 13 Ap~; 5 on 21 Apr, 4 on 4 Jun; 1 
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Aug; 8 on 2nd and 3 on 3-4 Sep, all at Ghad1ra. Two other· sightings; 
at Selmun on 1 Apr and 3 at Ta"Qali on 27 Jt;n_ 

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta Xif"a 
1 at Ghadira on 25 Apr and 6 at Ghallis on 14 Oct. 

STONE CURLEW Burhinus osdicnemus Tellerita 
Singles at Bahar ic-Caghaq on 31 Mar and at Hr!ehel on 2 Ap .... 

PRAT!NCOLE Gldreold pratincola 
I at St.Elmo Pt. on 9 Sep. 

Pernicjotta 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Ch.•rddt-ius dubius Monakella 
Daily at Ghadira ~rom I Mar to 20 May; up to 8 but 10+ on !6 Mar. 3 
sightings outside Ghadira from 9-16 Apr .. Then singles on 5 day& .fr""om 27 
May to 26 Jun. 1-9 almost dally in autumn ~rom 1 Jul to 4 Oct, with mo~t 
in Aug. 2 on 11 Oct .. Most sightings at Ghadira with a ~ew ~rom Salina. 

RINGED PLOVER Ch.3radrius hiaticula Monakella Prima 
1-3 almost d~ily ~rom 7-28 May; eingle~ an 1 Jun; 7th and 29 Jul. 1-4 
almost daily ~rom 9 Aug to 4 Oct. All ~ecords at Ghadlra except ~or 6 
sightlngs o~ 1-2 ~rom 13 Aug to 10 Ssp mostly at Salina. 1 at Gh~llis on 
5 Dec. 

KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius Blexandrinus Monakella Saqajha Suwsd 
Singles on 6 Mar and 10-!1th and 14-!5 A~r at Ghadira. Then ~Ingles at 
Salina on 31 Jul and 2 Aug and at Ghadl~a on 26 Aug. 2 on 25th, then 
singles daily ~rom 28 Sep to 2 Oct at Ghadlra with 1 sighting ~t Salina 
on 28th. 

OCJTTEREL Chdradrius morinellus Birwina 
1 at Ta~Cenc on 27 Ma~. 8 at Ghallis an 29 Aug, then 1-4 on 5 dates ~~om 
22 Sep to 12 Oct mainly at Nadur, Malta. 3 at Ghallls on 1 Nov. 

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria Pluvier"a 
2 shot on 24 Oct, then 5 sightings ~roim 18-26 Nov; .mainly 1-4 but 30+ 
at Ta"Qali on 19th. 

GF1EY PLOVER Pluvial is squatarola Pluviera Pastarda 
Singles at Ghad!ra on 10-!2th and at M'Xlokk (shot) on 15 May. In autumn 
1 at Ghallis on Bth, I at Ghadi~a on !!-13th and 2 at Ghallis on 29 Aug. 

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
3 on 1st and 1 on 2-4 Jan at Ghadlra and 45 at B"Bugia on 16 Feb. 3 
sightings in Nov. 1 at Ghadira on 7th, 17 at Luqa on 21st and 1 at 
Delimara an 23rd; then in· Dec, 7 at Gha.jn Znuber on 2nd and singles at 
Xemxija an 16th and Ghadira on 31st. 

KNOT Calidris ca.nutus Girwiel Saqajh Qosra 
2 at Ghadira on 4 May~ 

SANDERL lNG r:a 1 i dr is a 1 ba Pispisell"a Bajda 
1 at Ghadira ~~om 2-8 May. 

LITTLE STINT C.;,Jidris minut.;, Tertu"a 
Daily at Ghadit-a ~rom 2 Mar to 12 Jun with most in May; up to 35 but 40+ 
or 16 May. 5 other sightings outside Ghadira in Apt·-May and 6 sightings 
at Salina ~ram 31 May to 13 Jun with 50+ on 1 Jun highest. 1 on 26 Jun, 
then daily ft·om 15 Jul to 15 Oct; mainly up to 25 but 30+ at S~lina on 3 
Aug. M~st!y at Ghadira and Salina. I at Ghadira ~rom 5-10 Nov. 

TEMMINCK'S STINT Cdlidris temmtnckii Tertuxa Griza 
1-3 almost daily at Ghad!ra from 22 Apr to 21 May and 1 on 4 Jun. In 
autumn singles at Ghadira on 19-20th, at Salina on 28th and again at 
Ghddira on 29 Jul; 7th and 9th and 2 on 24 Aug. 1-2 at Salina from 8-12 
Sep •nd cJngles on 16th and 18 Oct. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Singles an 21-22 

Calidris Terruginea Bsggazzina H-.mr.a. 
Mar, 1-4 on 9 dates ~rom 1-27 Apr and up to 19 

35 

daily 
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~rom 5-29 May, all at Ghadira. In autumn 1 on 21st, then 1-5 dcily ~rom 
27 Jul to 3 Aug and singles on 6th and 13 Aug, and on 10 Sap. Host 
records from Ghadira and Salina. 

OUNL!N Calidris .:llpin.a Beggazzina tat-Tlzz 
1-5 •!most dally ~rom 21 Jul to 5 Aug, mostly at Salina; th~n daily at 
Ghadira ~rom 6 Aug to 13 Oct; mostly up to 11 but 14 on 16 Aug. 12 
sightings o~ !-7 outside Ghadira, mostly in Aug. 1-2 daily ct Ghadira 
from 24 Oct to 10 Nov, and 3 at Ghallis on 5 Nov. 1 on 4 Dec. 

RUFF Phi lomachus pugnax Gindel 
1 from 11-19 Feb; then 1-10 almost daily ~rom 8 Mar to 18 Apr and 1-3 on 
most days ~rom 1 May to 2 Jun. All at Ghadlra except for 3 Mightings 
with c15 at Luqa on 18-20 Apr highest. In autumn singles daily from 9-
17th, on 19th, 28th and 30 Jul; on 6th, 26th, 30th and on 31Gt. 2 autumn 
sightings from Ghadira and Salina. 

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus 
1 at Ghadira on 1 Jan; 2 the~e on 
OwajJ~a, <Malta) on 26 Nov. 

Ci nkonja 
12th and 1 at Camino on 26 Mar, and at 

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago Bekkacc 
Daily +rom 1 Jan to 2 Apr; usually 1-5 but up to 11 In Mar. 2 on 22 Apr 
and singles an 12 Jul, 23 Aug and on 5 days from 1-17 Sep. In autumn 1-3 
almost daily +rom 5 Oct to 28 Dec. All at Ghadira except for 10 
sightings mostly in Oct-Nov. 

GREAT SNlPE Gall ina go media Bekkacc ta' Mejju 
Singles at Ghadira on 8th and at Msida on 17 Apr. 

WOODCOCfc Scolopax rusticula Gall ina 
1-2 on II days from 18 Oct to 21 Nov, mostly at Bingemma. 

BLACk-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica 
1 at Ghadira ~rom 13-21 Mal-. 

Girwiel Prim 

WH r MBREL Numeni LIS phCJ.eopus 

Singles over Wied i1-Luq on 
14th and 27~~8 Aug. 

Gurl in Zghj r 
29 Jul, at Oelimara on 1st, and at 

CURLEW Nemenius arquata Gurl in 

Ghadi ra 

1 at Qammieh Gn 7 Apr and 10 at Ta"Qali on 27 Jun; 5 sightings ~rom 

G~~a.llis with 1 on tOth and 4 on 11 Aug; 1 on 14 Oct; 4 on 18th and 1 on 
24 Nov. Singles at Qawra o~ 3rd and Ghajn Znuber on 4 Dec. 

SPOTTED REDSHAN~ Tringa eryt~-opus Cuvett 
Only ~n singles: at Ghadira on 20-21 Mar, 8th and 22 Apr; then at Salina 
on 17 J1Jl anrl agalt1 at Ghadira on 11 Sep. 

REDSHANK Tringa tatanus Pluverott 
Singles on 12 Feb and 21-27 Ma~, and 1-2 ~rom 31 Mar to 5 Apr, all at 
Ghadira. In autumn 2 on 15th and 1-5 d~ily ~ram 21 Junto 12 Jul; 5 
5ightings a~ 1-3 in Aug from 9-21st, 1 on 29 Oct, and 6 sightings of 1-2 
in Nov ~rom 6-28th. All at Ghadira, excapt for 10 sightings mostly •t 
Salina inJun-Jul. 1 daily at Ghadir~ +rom 3-31 Dec. 

MARSH SANDPIPER Trinr;;a stagnatilis; Cewcawwa Zghira 
1 at Ghadira on 16 Feb; then 2 ;;ightings in AuQ: 2 at Gh,.dira on 16th 
and ~lock of 18 at Ghallis on 29th. 

GREENS HANK Tr i nga nabul aria C01wcewwa 
1 (dead) at B'Bugia on 5 Feb; then 1 on 21-27 Mar, 1-4 daily ~rom 3 Apr 
to 11 May, and ~rom 4-7 Jun~ All ~t Gh•dira except ~or 2 sightings. 1-2 
on most days at Ghadira from 5 Jul to 7 Aug with 5 sightings ~rom other 
sites. Singles on 16th and 29 Aug, 26 S~p and 12 Nov at Ghadira. 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tr i nga ochropus Swe j da 
1-4 on 19 days, mostly at Ghadira from 3 Mar to 23 Apr <daily 9-18 Marl, 
then singles an !9 May, 18th, 21st and :(5 Jun. In autumn on mast days 
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from 17 Ju l to 9 
4 days f'ram 25 
Ghadir-a.. 

Sep; mostly 1-2 but 5 at Ghadira on 
Ssp to 14 Oct and on 12 Nov. Most 

16 Augj sing lUis .on 
autumn Yecords at 

WOOD SANDPIPEii~ Tringa. glareola Ps,spus tal-Bahar 
1 on 27 Feb1, then 1-4 on most days from 7 Mar to 4 Apr and daily from 8 
Apr to II May when mostly up to 6 1 but 15+ on 14 May; singles from 19-22 
May. All at Ghadira except +or 6 sightings. In autumn almost daily from 
1 Jul to 2 Ssp; mostly up to 8 but 22 on 17th and 40+ on 19 Jul and 70+ 
on 20 Aug, all at Salina. 1-2 on 7 days fr·om 17-29 Sep and 1 on 21 Oct. 
Most autumn reco~ds at Ghadira and Salina. 

COMMON SANDPIPER ilctitis hypoleucos 8eggazzina tar-Rokka 
1 at Salina on 22 Feb; then 1-6 almost daily from 30 Mar to 16 May, 
mostly at Ghadira. Singles on 4 days ~rom 10-22 Jun and almost daily 
~rom 2 Jul to 6 Oct, with a peak in Aug. Mo5tly in single to low double 
~igut-es a~ up to 25, but 40+ at Ghallis on 4th ~nd 30+ at Salina en 
20th, both in Aug. Single on 4 days in Nov ~rom 4-29th. Moet autumn 
sightings at Ghadira, Salina and around the coast~ 

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres Monakella lmperj.ali 
3 sightings in May: 4 at W1ed il-Ghajn on 15th and singles at M•X]okk on 
16th and at GhadiY~ on 19th. 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Lat·us melanocephalus Gawwija Rasha Sewda 
1 released at Ghadira on 26 Feb remained till end o~ year and another 
released on 4 Apt· ct0yed till 8 Jun; otherwise on 16 dates ~t-om 2 Jan to 
6 Ap~, mostly up to 6 bLlt 100+ at Zanqor Pt. on 5th and 50+ at Rinella 
on 26th, both in Mat- 1 on 2nd, then on 14 days from 15 Oct to 6 Dec; 
mostly l-8 o~~ the coast. 

LITTLE GULL Ldrus minutus Gawwija Zghira 
2 CG 2 Jan and 3 an 1 Feb at B'Sugia, then daily at Ghadira ~rom 8 Feb 
to 2 Apr· mostly 1-2 with 3 on 11 Feb. 7 sigh.ttngs outside Ghadira with 
singles at Msirta +rom 8-10 Feb and 16-18 Mar, and 2 at Gozo on 30 Mar. 5 
sightings in Dec ~t-om 2~31st; mostly L-2 but 5 at Ghadi"ra on 31st. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL Lar-w; ridibundus Gawwlja. R"sha Kannella 
Wintering in double to law treble figuYes o~ up to 150 in Jan-Marj 
mostly in harbours and around the coasts. 1-2 at Ghadira ~rom 15-17 May, 
singles on 13 Jun, 18th and 27 Jul dnd 3 Aug. Then 2 at Gh<>llis on 16 
Sep and ~rom 8 Oct onward~ where mostly in double ~igures. Highest 
numbers ~rom late Nov to mid Dec with, t~eble ~igures (Highest 500~ at 
Rinella on lO !Jec) on a ~ew days. 

SLENOER-BILl,ED GULL L.;;wus genei G01wwi ja Geddumha Rq I q 
Singles at Ghadira on 4 Jun, at Ghallls on 14 Aug and again at Ghad!ra 
on 6 Sep. 3 sightings a~ sin~le~ in Oct: at Ghallis on 21st and 28th, 
and at St.Elmo Pt on 30th. Two slghtings in Nov at Ghall!s with 2 on 4th 
and 1 on 17th. 

COMMON GULL Larus canus Gawwi j a Se,konda 
A ~irst winter bird at Cirkswwa an 4 Csc. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus 1"uscus Gawwija Oahra lswed 
Twa sighting• in Mar: 2 at Ghadira on 19th and 3 at Qammieh an 24th. 
Again 2 at Ghad!ra on 16 Apr and 1 at Blue Grotto on 8 May. Then 2 on 
14th and 1 on 22 Sep, ! on 14th and 3 on 23 Oct and 6 sightings of 1-3 
~rom 3-27 Dec mostly of~ the east coast of Malta. 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL L<wus cachi nnans Gaww i ja Prima 
Present all the year with fewer sightings in Jul-Aug. Hlghe6t 
away +rom colonies during Jan-Nay and Oct-Dec: mostly up to 40. 
numbers at Fil~la colony where 250+ es·timated in Jun. 

HERRING GULL La.rus argentatus Gaww!ja Prima Saqajha Roza 
1 at Sliema on 17 Oct. 

2,7 

number-s 
Highest 
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GUu,-BILlto TERN Gelochel idon ni lotica Cir!ew,,,a Geddumha Ohxon 
. gJes a\: t '"alina. on 51n Camino an 21 May, at GhadiYa on 13th and 21 Jun a 0 Bth 

b Ju!' a~n{j at Ghallis on 29 Aug and 28 Sep; 2 ~n Gazo channel 0~ha~i.ra 
and ,. St.Andrews on 22 Oct; 1 at Ar-rn1er on 27 Nov; and 2 at 
an 2nd an(j 1 at Ghal 1 is on !3 Dec. 

S pJAN Tf:: 
CA Ghad RN Stern.;;. c:a.spia Cirlewwa 
1 .21.t and ~ra on 8 Jun; 2 at Ghall is on 
24th "' at Gr,adira on 30 Ssp. 

Prima 
also at Ghallls on 23-26 Aug. 

owrcH t 
SAN 1 ..... F f::RN SteYna s-3ndvicensis Ci~·lewwa Tax-Xitwa d 
1 on .:.d :b and 2 on 19 Ma1~ at Qarnmieh. Singles at Del imara on l At:g Oant 

G,·a.n '"1 ~ 1 ") c 
ill 1 Dec ~•bour on 9 Sep, -followed by 12 sightings of 1-5 r-om · 
to 1 ' mqstly at Ghall1s. 

TLE TEfl,, 
LIT . 1 '\1 Sterna albifrons Cir-lewwa Zghit"a dal y 
0~e 5 on S ~•-om 28 Ap1· to 2 May ~L1t 2 on 30 Ap~; 
sttehadi~-<01 May, 2 on 1 .Jun and ~1ngles an 27 Ju), 
at G e~cept ~or two sight1ngs: at. St.Thomas 
salina on '27 Jul. 

Aef" TERt\j 

then singles at. 
12th and !5 Aug. 
B~y on 5 May and 

two 
All 
at 

BL Gh 11 Chlidonias niger Cirlewwa 8ewda 
2 at an~ ::;~son 2 Aug; then on 3 dates in Sep with 4 at St.Th6ma's Bay on 
Jrd, lngles at M~Scala on 4th and at Ghallis on 15th. 

wHITE-WINGto BLACV- TERN Chlidoni.;,s 
1 at Ghad 1 ra on 17-iB May~ 
"MARSH TEf<lljg .. 

!eucopterus Cir-lewwa taJ-Gewnah Abjad 

TwO s!ghti~gs in Oct with 
30th. 4 off St.Andrsws on 22nd and 8 off St.Elimo Pt 

on 

ROCK DOVE Columbd livia 
2 at Xlen~i an !8 Sep. 

Tudun tal-Gebel 

COLLARED D~VE Streptopelia dacaocto 
1 at Xlen~i an 9 Sep. 

Gammiema tal-Kullar 

woOD piGEDt\j Columba pdlumbus Tudun tas-Sigar 
SingleS r~~oct~d shot at Slggi~wi on 12th and 19 Oct. 

TLEo DOVt: 
lUR 3 rd Streptopel ie~ turtur: Gammi1~ma • 8 ul.ilF 
2 on . i:l.nd 1 on 9th, th4i!n dally -from 14 Apr tel 11 May, .. nth r g t 
sightlng~ ~ill 26th. Mostly in single to double figures of up to 40, bu 
70• 1 ~ 0 ~a on 19th and JOO+ at lebbug, Gozo on 22nd. A few birds ~n 
most ays 'from 1 Jun to 5 Aug, mostly 1-3 but 4 at Girgenti on 9 Jul •. n 
autumn'to~lfllost daily .f1~om 31 Aug to 2·~~ Sep <most in early Sap>; ln 
singl~O+ double figures of up to 50, but 100+ at Dwejra, Gozo on 7th 
and 3 '"t Wisd il-Luq on 9 Sep. Then 5 on lst and 4 on 2 Oct. Mc'"t 
autumn rec~rdG +rom Buskett~ 

cucKOO d C:'-'cuJ us canorus Oaqquqa Kahl a 0 J 
Recorde 0 '1 lOth and 21 Mar; 11 sightings fr-om 15 Apr to 8 May; 1 un, 
29 Jul an~ 4-5 Aug. Always singles. 

BARN OWL. Tyto alba Barbagann 
1 at DweJr~, Gozo on 14 Sep. 

scoPS OWL Otus 
Si nglsS on lOth 
then 3 519 ~•tings 
and !Bth. 

scops Kokka 

and 13th and 5 at 
in Oct with 10+ 

Zebbug, Gazo on 22 Ap..-. 1 on 22 
at Bingemma on 1st and singles on 

Sep, 
6th 

RT-EAREb . . 
gHO OWL As1o Fla.mmeus Kokka t.ax-Xaghrl 3 t 
1 at ~oz.: t)ll 30 Mar. Singles at Bingemma and at WiE3d Znuber on lst, a 
GhalltS n 22nd and 1 at Filfla on 23 Oct; and 1 o~~ Rinella on 16 Nov. 

LONG-EARED OWL Asia otus 
1 ~eported Shot at Il-Qaws 

Qattus 
in mid-Nov. 

38 

~~ ~~~IJ---::1 i 

N!GHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus Buqrajq 
Singles at Bingemma on 7 Apr and 8 May. In autLtmn 13 sightings on 11 
dates from 15 Sep to 6 Oct; mostly !-2 but 3~ at Wied ii-Luq on! Oct 
and c4 at Lun~jata on 15 Sep. Most sightings at Buskett and Dwejre, 
Mdlta. 

SWIFT Apus apus Rundun 
Almost daily ~r-om 16 Mar to 27 Sep; mostly in double ~igures bwt treble 
~igures on a ~ew dates with 300+ dt Dwejr·a, Malta on 21 Jul and at 
G~allis on 14 Aug, 250+ at Bingemma on 7 Apr and 200+ at Oingli an 16 
Sep highest counts. Four sightings o~ singles in Oct: on 1st, 6th, 12th 
and 21st. 

PALLID SWIFT ~pt_!s f1dllidus Rundun kannel]i 
Stngles at Siggiewi on 31 Mar, at Ghadit-a on 7th and at Camino on 23 
Ap~. 8 at Wied Il-Mielah on 15 Jun. 

ALPINE SWIFT llpus melbd Rundun Zaqqu Bajda 
3 on 28 Mar, then 8 siQhtings +rom 1 Apr to 21 May: in singles, but 2 at 
ZGbbug, Gozo on 24 Apr~ Singles on 20 Jun ~nd an 15th and 31 Aug, then 
10 eightings of 1-2 in Sep +rom 9-30th mobtly at Buskett. 4 at 8uskett 
and 3 at Bingemma on 10 Oct~ 

KINGFISHER Alcedo .atthis Gha!!!fur ta' San Martin 
1-2 dally at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 5 Apr, with only 1 sighting outside 
Ghadira on 31 Jan. In autumn singles on 24th and 30 Jul, then 1-2 daily 
at Ghadira from 6 Aug to 10 Nov and 23 other sightings outside Ghadlra 
mostly in Sep and in singles but 2 in Gozo on 8th. Mast sightings at 
Xemxija. Then again at Ghadira with 1 from 20 Nov to and a~ year. 

BEE-EATER Mliirops ~pi .ou;o ter Qard i n-Naha 1 
In Ap~, singles on 5th and 18th and 50+ at Gozo at the begining of the 
month <no date given). Then 4 on 12th and 1 on 26 May, and singles at 
Ghadira dn 2nd and 9 Jun. In autumn 10 sightings on 5 dates ~rom 2-24 
Sep; mostly 1-3 but c24 at 8uskett on 16th. 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug 
Singles at Zebbug and Oabrani, both in Gozo, on 24 Apr, and at B'Bugla 
lahotl in late Bep. 

HCJOPOE Upup.a epops Daqquqa tat-Toppu 
In spring 32 slghtings on 21 days from 5 Mar to 19 Apr; mostly !-3 but 
12+ at Qdmmieh on 28th and 9 in Gozo on 30 Mar~ Then singles on 8th and 
12 May and on 10 Jul. ln autumn, 17 sightings, on 14 dates .from 12 Aug 
to 10 Sep; usually 1-3 but 4 at Is-Sannab an 19 Aug~ Singl9• on 1st, 3rd 
and 7 Oct. 

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla Bulebbiet 
1-2 an several days in Jan to mid Mar at 5 sites, then 25 sighting~ o~ 

1---2 on 19 dates ~rom 20 Mar to 24 Apt". In autumn 1 on 7th, then almost 
daily ~rom 13 Sep to end o~ year- From vat-ious localities. PQak between 
late Sep and mid Nov. Usual 1y 1-3 but 4+ ~t Wied il-Luq on a ~ew days in 
Oct-Nov. 

SHORT-TOED LARV Calandrella bra.chyd..:1ctyla 81 1 b la 
1 on 20th, then pt-esent at various breeding sites in the islands fr-om 26 
Mar to 20 Sep with a few ir-regularly till the end o~ month. Migrants 
most evident during Ap~-May and Aug-Sep; usually up to 50 but tieble 
~igures ~rom Gaze an 4 dates 1 in Jun, 3 in Sep, highest 500+ at 
Sa~raf!u on 7 Sep, otherwise !00~150. Late bird on 13 Oct. 

WOODLARV Lui lula ar·bo,·ea 
5 on Fil~la on ~3 Oct. 

Sr:YLARK ,l)Jd.uda .Brvensis 

Cu<]lajt.; 

Alwetta 
Wi:.tel"ing in small numbe,·s <h1ghest sightings o~ 13) in Jan-Feb but 50+ 
at Wied il-Mielah an 12 ~eb. Migration not ver-y evident in Mar when in 
si~gle figur~s but 50+ on 9th and 2~ on 12th. 2 on 2nd and singles on a 
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most ays 'from 1 Jun to 5 Aug, mostly 1-3 but 4 at Girgenti on 9 Jul •. n 
autumn'to~lfllost daily .f1~om 31 Aug to 2·~~ Sep <most in early Sap>; ln 
singl~O+ double figures of up to 50, but 100+ at Dwejra, Gozo on 7th 
and 3 '"t Wisd il-Luq on 9 Sep. Then 5 on lst and 4 on 2 Oct. Mc'"t 
autumn rec~rdG +rom Buskett~ 

cucKOO d C:'-'cuJ us canorus Oaqquqa Kahl a 0 J 
Recorde 0 '1 lOth and 21 Mar; 11 sightings fr-om 15 Apr to 8 May; 1 un, 
29 Jul an~ 4-5 Aug. Always singles. 

BARN OWL. Tyto alba Barbagann 
1 at DweJr~, Gozo on 14 Sep. 

scoPS OWL Otus 
Si nglsS on lOth 
then 3 519 ~•tings 
and !Bth. 

scops Kokka 

and 13th and 5 at 
in Oct with 10+ 

Zebbug, Gazo on 22 Ap..-. 1 on 22 
at Bingemma on 1st and singles on 

Sep, 
6th 

RT-EAREb . . 
gHO OWL As1o Fla.mmeus Kokka t.ax-Xaghrl 3 t 
1 at ~oz.: t)ll 30 Mar. Singles at Bingemma and at WiE3d Znuber on lst, a 
GhalltS n 22nd and 1 at Filfla on 23 Oct; and 1 o~~ Rinella on 16 Nov. 

LONG-EARED OWL Asia otus 
1 ~eported Shot at Il-Qaws 

Qattus 
in mid-Nov. 
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N!GHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus Buqrajq 
Singles at Bingemma on 7 Apr and 8 May. In autLtmn 13 sightings on 11 
dates from 15 Sep to 6 Oct; mostly !-2 but 3~ at Wied ii-Luq on! Oct 
and c4 at Lun~jata on 15 Sep. Most sightings at Buskett and Dwejre, 
Mdlta. 

SWIFT Apus apus Rundun 
Almost daily ~r-om 16 Mar to 27 Sep; mostly in double ~igures bwt treble 
~igures on a ~ew dates with 300+ dt Dwejr·a, Malta on 21 Jul and at 
G~allis on 14 Aug, 250+ at Bingemma on 7 Apr and 200+ at Oingli an 16 
Sep highest counts. Four sightings o~ singles in Oct: on 1st, 6th, 12th 
and 21st. 

PALLID SWIFT ~pt_!s f1dllidus Rundun kannel]i 
Stngles at Siggiewi on 31 Mar, at Ghadit-a on 7th and at Camino on 23 
Ap~. 8 at Wied Il-Mielah on 15 Jun. 

ALPINE SWIFT llpus melbd Rundun Zaqqu Bajda 
3 on 28 Mar, then 8 siQhtings +rom 1 Apr to 21 May: in singles, but 2 at 
ZGbbug, Gozo on 24 Apr~ Singles on 20 Jun ~nd an 15th and 31 Aug, then 
10 eightings of 1-2 in Sep +rom 9-30th mobtly at Buskett. 4 at 8uskett 
and 3 at Bingemma on 10 Oct~ 

KINGFISHER Alcedo .atthis Gha!!!fur ta' San Martin 
1-2 dally at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 5 Apr, with only 1 sighting outside 
Ghadira on 31 Jan. In autumn singles on 24th and 30 Jul, then 1-2 daily 
at Ghadira from 6 Aug to 10 Nov and 23 other sightings outside Ghadlra 
mostly in Sep and in singles but 2 in Gozo on 8th. Mast sightings at 
Xemxija. Then again at Ghadira with 1 from 20 Nov to and a~ year. 

BEE-EATER Mliirops ~pi .ou;o ter Qard i n-Naha 1 
In Ap~, singles on 5th and 18th and 50+ at Gozo at the begining of the 
month <no date given). Then 4 on 12th and 1 on 26 May, and singles at 
Ghadira dn 2nd and 9 Jun. In autumn 10 sightings on 5 dates ~rom 2-24 
Sep; mostly 1-3 but c24 at 8uskett on 16th. 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug 
Singles at Zebbug and Oabrani, both in Gozo, on 24 Apr, and at B'Bugla 
lahotl in late Bep. 

HCJOPOE Upup.a epops Daqquqa tat-Toppu 
In spring 32 slghtings on 21 days from 5 Mar to 19 Apr; mostly !-3 but 
12+ at Qdmmieh on 28th and 9 in Gozo on 30 Mar~ Then singles on 8th and 
12 May and on 10 Jul. ln autumn, 17 sightings, on 14 dates .from 12 Aug 
to 10 Sep; usually 1-3 but 4 at Is-Sannab an 19 Aug~ Singl9• on 1st, 3rd 
and 7 Oct. 

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla Bulebbiet 
1-2 an several days in Jan to mid Mar at 5 sites, then 25 sighting~ o~ 

1---2 on 19 dates ~rom 20 Mar to 24 Apt". In autumn 1 on 7th, then almost 
daily ~rom 13 Sep to end o~ year- From vat-ious localities. PQak between 
late Sep and mid Nov. Usual 1y 1-3 but 4+ ~t Wied il-Luq on a ~ew days in 
Oct-Nov. 

SHORT-TOED LARV Calandrella bra.chyd..:1ctyla 81 1 b la 
1 on 20th, then pt-esent at various breeding sites in the islands fr-om 26 
Mar to 20 Sep with a few ir-regularly till the end o~ month. Migrants 
most evident during Ap~-May and Aug-Sep; usually up to 50 but tieble 
~igures ~rom Gaze an 4 dates 1 in Jun, 3 in Sep, highest 500+ at 
Sa~raf!u on 7 Sep, otherwise !00~150. Late bird on 13 Oct. 

WOODLARV Lui lula ar·bo,·ea 
5 on Fil~la on ~3 Oct. 

Sr:YLARK ,l)Jd.uda .Brvensis 

Cu<]lajt.; 

Alwetta 
Wi:.tel"ing in small numbe,·s <h1ghest sightings o~ 13) in Jan-Feb but 50+ 
at Wied il-Mielah an 12 ~eb. Migration not ver-y evident in Mar when in 
si~gle figur~s but 50+ on 9th and 2~ on 12th. 2 on 2nd and singles on a 
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few days ~rom 14 Ap:· tc 2~ M~y. Autumn migr·ation ~~om 
dai!y til~ ?3 Nov; h1ghest numbers in Oct when mostly 
o~ vp to 801 bLl~ 1~0~ at Ghallis on 13th ~nd ~00+ at 
s~ngle ~~g~t·es till e11d of year. 

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia Haww!efa tax-Xtut 

2 Oct when almost 
in double ~igures 

Fi lfla on ::?3.--d. In 

! an 26th and 10 an 31 Mar, then al,..,s·t ol<d ly -from 8 ··A10r-to 20 May when 
mostly in double +iQu~es, but treble ~igures on a few dates, highest 
500+ at Ramla Valley on 19 Apr and at Ghajn Rihana on 4-5 May. 5 from 2 
5itee on 31 May and singles on 13th and 20 Jun. In autumn 1 on 18th and 
2 on 30 Au~, then almost daily from 2 Sep to 12 Oct with a peak in mid 
Sep. Single to double figures with max of 60+ at Bu•kstt on 12 Sap. 2 on 
15th and 1 on 22 Oct, and on 3 dates in Nov with 1 on 2nd, 4 ~n 19th and 
1 on 25th. 

SWALLOW Hi run do rust! c:a Huttafa 
Singles on 7-8th, lOth and 2 on 15th, then daily f.-om 18 Ma..- to 15 M•y 
and with regular sight!ngs till 21 Jun. Peak f.-om mid Apr to ea.-ly May 
when mostly in treble -figures, max 600, but 1500+ at Ramla. Valley on 29-
30 Apr. 1-2 at Marsa on 23 Jul and !-5 on 10 datas f.-om 21 Aug to 7 Sap, 
then daily from 9 Ssp to 29 Oct with a peak from mid Sap to ea.-ly Oct, 
when mostly in treble figures, max 500 on !5 Sep and 6 Oct and 800+ at 
Nadur/Owejra, Malta on 23 Sep. In Nov, 8 sightings of 1-5 f.-om 3-19th 
and 1 on 3 Dec. 

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica Regina tal-Huttaf 
Singles at Qammieh on 19-20th and 4 at Marsalforn on 23 Mar. In Apr, 1 
on lOth and 5 sightlngs from 4 sites on !4-16th, mainly 1-4 but up to 50 
at Ramlo Valley on 14-!5th, then singles on 23rd and 29th ~t Gozo. 

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
1 on 12 Jane Singles on 15th and 20th, then almost daily ~rom 23 Feb to 
1 Jun w1th most from early Apr to early May. In single to double figures 
but 150+ at Bingemma on 7th and 100 at Raml~ Valley on 15 Apr, and at 
Owejt·a, Malta on 4 MAy. 1 on 8th, 3 on 13th and 1 on 20 Jun. In autumn 
singles on 5th and 9th, then almost daily from 12 Ssp to 20 Oct when in 
single to double figures of up to 50+ but 150+ on 23rd and 100 on 24 Sep 
at Buskett and lOOt at Nadur, Malta on 6 Oct. 5 on 28 Oct, 2 on 4th and 
5 on i9th. Singles at Ghadird on 3-4 Dec~ 

TAWNY PIPIT ~nthus campestris Bilblun 
In spring 1 on 20th, then 18 sightings from 28 Mar to 1 May; mostly 1-2 
but 5 at Ta'Cenc on 10 ApY. In autumn 21 sightings from 31 Aug to 2 Oct; 
mostly 1-6 but 20+ at Zurr·1eq on 2 Oct. 

TREE PIPIT ~nthus trivialis Oizz 
Singles on 6t~~ 11th and 17th, then daily from 19 Mar to 5 May; mostly 
in single to medium double ~lguYes, but 400+ on 11th and 150+ on 12 Apr, 
both at Owej,-a. Malta. Singles on 5 dates ft·am 10-21 May. In autumn, 
singles on 24th and 26th, then almost daily ~rom 31 Aug to 30 Oct with 
mobt in Sep. Usual1y up to 11, but 50+ at Dwejr?, Gozo on 7 Sep and up 
to 35 ;:Jr. 1-::2 Oct. l on ::'1 Nov~ 

MEADOW PIPIT 
Mast 1 y 1 n low 

tJnth:~s pratensis 

s1ngle figures in 
Pes pus 

Jan-Feb with m.a}: o-f 50+ on 3 dates. 
Return pdssage evident in Mar with an increase in sightings but only max 
o~ 25 or1 20th. A ~ew till 10 Apt- and 1 on 11 Jun. Singles ~rom 12-15th, 
then dai1~ f,·om 17 Oct onwards with a pea~ +rom late Oct to late Nov; 
cccds~ona~y irl high double figures 1 max 100+ at Ghallis on 4 Nov. 
Ust;a)ly in low double figures in Dec, but 50+ an 24th. 

REO-THROATED PIPIT Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar 
On most days in Apr from 4-29th, usually 1-3 but 10+ at Ghajn Rihana on 
14th. Mout1y dt Ghadira. Six sightings of 1-3 from 2-24 Oct ~nd 1 on 19 
Nov. 

WATER PIPIT Anthu3 spinoletto Oizz t.;." L-llma 
At Ghadira 1-2 daily in Jan-Feb to 17th and 1 on 26th. Again sing!Qs 
20-2lst and 29 Nov. At Ghallis singles on 5th, 8th, and 16 OQC:. 
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YELLOW WAGT1~IL Notac:i lla -n .. v.s. hd'•r 
1 on 27 Fab, and 1-2 on 4 dates from 4-l5th, than d•ily from 18 Mar to 5 
May with most in Apr. Mostly in doubls ~igures, max 80, but 400+ on l~th 
and !50+ on 15 Apr, both at Ghajn Rlhana. 1-3 on most days from 8-31 
Ha.y~ 10 sightinge o-F singles in Jun-Ju.l, rnostly at Gha.dira. In autumn 
on 2nd, ,than .daily from 1.0 Aug to 8 Oct, with most from early Sap to 
early Oct whe~ in low treble +igures on mast days. Max 200+ at Ghadira 
on 25 Sep. 1-20 almost daily fr-om 10-26 Oct. 

GREY WA(iTAIL Notacilla cim>rea Zakak tad-Dell 
Wlnte~lng birds frequently sighted from a few areas in Jan-Mar to 15th, 
usually 1-2 but 5 at Wied il-Mielah on 12 Feb. In autumn daily ~rom 22 
Sep with a peak from early Oct to early Nov; in single figures with ma~ 
a~ 6 at 8ingemma on 6 Oct. LesG frequent in Dec with 1-2 from a few 
sites .. 

WHITE WAGTAIL Notacilla alba Zakak Abjad 
,Singl.e t.o low double figures with max of 30 in Jan-Mar, but c.600 at 
Valletta on 24 J~n were roosting bir-ds (no proper counts). An incr-ease 
in sightings in Mar due to migrants. 1-2 on a ~ew days in Apr to 15th. 
In autumn, I on 26 Sep, then daily ~rom 4 Oct, with most ~ram mid Oct to 
mid Dec; usually single to double figures of up to 50, but 300+ on 
Fi l.fla an 23t-d~ and 200+ at Valletta (roosting birds) on 24-26 Oct~ 

Smalle1· numbers till end a+ year. 

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes Sumistur 
1 at W1ed l-Iepet·anza on 13th and 25 Dec. 

OUNNOC:K Prunelld modularis Ziernel 
Up to 10 daily at several sites in Jan-Mar to 22nd with most in Jan~ 
on 16 ,Jul. Jn autumn, 2 an 11th, then daily fr-om 16 Oct to end o-f year 
with a peal' from late Oct to late Nov when usually up to 20. 

ROEJN Erithacus r·ubecu!a Pitirross 
Single ~9 double figures (max 80) in Jan-Ma~ but 100+ at Bingernma on 18 
Feb and at Buskett on 6 Mar. Almost daily in Apr with.max of 10 on 7th, 
othe~wise 1-3. Singles on 12 dates in May-Jun and on most days in Jul­
Aug wh~n usually 1-3 but c.5 at 8u5kett on 23 Aug. Other- Gighting£ 
mostly ~~om Bingemma. Single figures ~~-om 1 Sep reaching double figure6 
~ram the 19th when daily till end a~ year. Highest number·s between early 
Oct anj late Nov with m~~ o~ 100 on sever·al datesJ mostly at Bingemma 
but 300+ on Filfla on 23 Oct. Smallet· numbers in Dec, max 60. 

N!GHTINGALE Luscinid mega,·hyt1chos Ro2injol 
Daily f1·cm 29 Mar ta 17 Apr with max o~ 15 at Bingemma on 11 Apr, 
othe~- ..... fise 1-10. Then 1-i4 an 13 dates f't~am 22 Apr to 21 May .. rn autumn on 
most d..'=J.ys f1·:::~ 15 Aug to 7 Dct - dai 1 y -f"rom 7-25 Sep and 30 Sep-7 Oct~ 

Mostly :n l<:)W dcuble figu!-es, with maY. of" 20 at Eingemma on 18 Sep. 

BLUETHRDAT Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 
In spring singles at Xemxijca en 26 Feb, and at Ghadira on 2nd and at 
Xemxija on 5th and 14 Mar. In autum~ eingles at Ghadira on 15th and 18 
Sep; then II sightings o~ 1-2 on 9 dates from 17 Oct and 22 Nov, all at 
Ghadira except fo.-- singles at Xemxlja on 17 Oct and 1 Nov and 2 at 
Lunzjata on 21 Oct. 1 daily at Ghadira in Dec ~rom 7-31st. 

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus oc:hruros Kudlrross Iswed 
Wintering In suitable areas in Jan-Mar to 26th, highest 25+ on 4th and 
15+ on 19 Feb .~t Cumnija, otherwise up to 12 .. Smallet'" numbers in Mar-. In 
autumn 1 on 17th, then dally from 19 Oct; mostly in single figures but 
10-1~ on a few dates from late Oct to late Nov. An exceptional fall took 
place on Filfla on 23 Oct with 150+ counted. Smaller numbers In Dec. 

REDSTART Phof~nicurus phoenicurus Kudir-rass 
2 on 26 Mar, then 25 sightings of 1-3 on 19 dates from 6 Apr to 21 May 
(most in Ap ... ·). In autumn singles on =i dates -from lG' Aug to 10 Sep, then 
daily from 15 Ssp to 7 Oct with ma> of 20 at Wied II-Luq on 21 Sap, 
otherwise 1-15. On 7 dates fr-om 12-2J Oct; mostly 1-2 but 10• on Filfla 
on 23~d. 1 on 7 Nov. 
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few days ~rom 14 Ap:· tc 2~ M~y. Autumn migr·ation ~~om 
dai!y til~ ?3 Nov; h1ghest numbers in Oct when mostly 
o~ vp to 801 bLl~ 1~0~ at Ghallis on 13th ~nd ~00+ at 
s~ngle ~~g~t·es till e11d of year. 

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia Haww!efa tax-Xtut 

2 Oct when almost 
in double ~igures 

Fi lfla on ::?3.--d. In 

! an 26th and 10 an 31 Mar, then al,..,s·t ol<d ly -from 8 ··A10r-to 20 May when 
mostly in double +iQu~es, but treble ~igures on a few dates, highest 
500+ at Ramla Valley on 19 Apr and at Ghajn Rihana on 4-5 May. 5 from 2 
5itee on 31 May and singles on 13th and 20 Jun. In autumn 1 on 18th and 
2 on 30 Au~, then almost daily from 2 Sep to 12 Oct with a peak in mid 
Sep. Single to double figures with max of 60+ at Bu•kstt on 12 Sap. 2 on 
15th and 1 on 22 Oct, and on 3 dates in Nov with 1 on 2nd, 4 ~n 19th and 
1 on 25th. 

SWALLOW Hi run do rust! c:a Huttafa 
Singles on 7-8th, lOth and 2 on 15th, then daily f.-om 18 Ma..- to 15 M•y 
and with regular sight!ngs till 21 Jun. Peak f.-om mid Apr to ea.-ly May 
when mostly in treble -figures, max 600, but 1500+ at Ramla. Valley on 29-
30 Apr. 1-2 at Marsa on 23 Jul and !-5 on 10 datas f.-om 21 Aug to 7 Sap, 
then daily from 9 Ssp to 29 Oct with a peak from mid Sap to ea.-ly Oct, 
when mostly in treble figures, max 500 on !5 Sep and 6 Oct and 800+ at 
Nadur/Owejra, Malta on 23 Sep. In Nov, 8 sightings of 1-5 f.-om 3-19th 
and 1 on 3 Dec. 

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica Regina tal-Huttaf 
Singles at Qammieh on 19-20th and 4 at Marsalforn on 23 Mar. In Apr, 1 
on lOth and 5 sightlngs from 4 sites on !4-16th, mainly 1-4 but up to 50 
at Ramlo Valley on 14-!5th, then singles on 23rd and 29th ~t Gozo. 

HOUSE MARTIN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
1 on 12 Jane Singles on 15th and 20th, then almost daily ~rom 23 Feb to 
1 Jun w1th most from early Apr to early May. In single to double figures 
but 150+ at Bingemma on 7th and 100 at Raml~ Valley on 15 Apr, and at 
Owejt·a, Malta on 4 MAy. 1 on 8th, 3 on 13th and 1 on 20 Jun. In autumn 
singles on 5th and 9th, then almost daily from 12 Ssp to 20 Oct when in 
single to double figures of up to 50+ but 150+ on 23rd and 100 on 24 Sep 
at Buskett and lOOt at Nadur, Malta on 6 Oct. 5 on 28 Oct, 2 on 4th and 
5 on i9th. Singles at Ghadird on 3-4 Dec~ 

TAWNY PIPIT ~nthus campestris Bilblun 
In spring 1 on 20th, then 18 sightings from 28 Mar to 1 May; mostly 1-2 
but 5 at Ta'Cenc on 10 ApY. In autumn 21 sightings from 31 Aug to 2 Oct; 
mostly 1-6 but 20+ at Zurr·1eq on 2 Oct. 

TREE PIPIT ~nthus trivialis Oizz 
Singles on 6t~~ 11th and 17th, then daily from 19 Mar to 5 May; mostly 
in single to medium double ~lguYes, but 400+ on 11th and 150+ on 12 Apr, 
both at Owej,-a. Malta. Singles on 5 dates ft·am 10-21 May. In autumn, 
singles on 24th and 26th, then almost daily ~rom 31 Aug to 30 Oct with 
mobt in Sep. Usual1y up to 11, but 50+ at Dwejr?, Gozo on 7 Sep and up 
to 35 ;:Jr. 1-::2 Oct. l on ::'1 Nov~ 

MEADOW PIPIT 
Mast 1 y 1 n low 

tJnth:~s pratensis 

s1ngle figures in 
Pes pus 

Jan-Feb with m.a}: o-f 50+ on 3 dates. 
Return pdssage evident in Mar with an increase in sightings but only max 
o~ 25 or1 20th. A ~ew till 10 Apt- and 1 on 11 Jun. Singles ~rom 12-15th, 
then dai1~ f,·om 17 Oct onwards with a pea~ +rom late Oct to late Nov; 
cccds~ona~y irl high double figures 1 max 100+ at Ghallis on 4 Nov. 
Ust;a)ly in low double figures in Dec, but 50+ an 24th. 

REO-THROATED PIPIT Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar 
On most days in Apr from 4-29th, usually 1-3 but 10+ at Ghajn Rihana on 
14th. Mout1y dt Ghadira. Six sightings of 1-3 from 2-24 Oct ~nd 1 on 19 
Nov. 

WATER PIPIT Anthu3 spinoletto Oizz t.;." L-llma 
At Ghadira 1-2 daily in Jan-Feb to 17th and 1 on 26th. Again sing!Qs 
20-2lst and 29 Nov. At Ghallis singles on 5th, 8th, and 16 OQC:. 
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YELLOW WAGT1~IL Notac:i lla -n .. v.s. hd'•r 
1 on 27 Fab, and 1-2 on 4 dates from 4-l5th, than d•ily from 18 Mar to 5 
May with most in Apr. Mostly in doubls ~igures, max 80, but 400+ on l~th 
and !50+ on 15 Apr, both at Ghajn Rlhana. 1-3 on most days from 8-31 
Ha.y~ 10 sightinge o-F singles in Jun-Ju.l, rnostly at Gha.dira. In autumn 
on 2nd, ,than .daily from 1.0 Aug to 8 Oct, with most from early Sap to 
early Oct whe~ in low treble +igures on mast days. Max 200+ at Ghadira 
on 25 Sep. 1-20 almost daily fr-om 10-26 Oct. 

GREY WA(iTAIL Notacilla cim>rea Zakak tad-Dell 
Wlnte~lng birds frequently sighted from a few areas in Jan-Mar to 15th, 
usually 1-2 but 5 at Wied il-Mielah on 12 Feb. In autumn daily ~rom 22 
Sep with a peak from early Oct to early Nov; in single figures with ma~ 
a~ 6 at 8ingemma on 6 Oct. LesG frequent in Dec with 1-2 from a few 
sites .. 

WHITE WAGTAIL Notacilla alba Zakak Abjad 
,Singl.e t.o low double figures with max of 30 in Jan-Mar, but c.600 at 
Valletta on 24 J~n were roosting bir-ds (no proper counts). An incr-ease 
in sightings in Mar due to migrants. 1-2 on a ~ew days in Apr to 15th. 
In autumn, I on 26 Sep, then daily ~rom 4 Oct, with most ~ram mid Oct to 
mid Dec; usually single to double figures of up to 50, but 300+ on 
Fi l.fla an 23t-d~ and 200+ at Valletta (roosting birds) on 24-26 Oct~ 

Smalle1· numbers till end a+ year. 

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes Sumistur 
1 at W1ed l-Iepet·anza on 13th and 25 Dec. 

OUNNOC:K Prunelld modularis Ziernel 
Up to 10 daily at several sites in Jan-Mar to 22nd with most in Jan~ 
on 16 ,Jul. Jn autumn, 2 an 11th, then daily fr-om 16 Oct to end o-f year 
with a peal' from late Oct to late Nov when usually up to 20. 

ROEJN Erithacus r·ubecu!a Pitirross 
Single ~9 double figures (max 80) in Jan-Ma~ but 100+ at Bingernma on 18 
Feb and at Buskett on 6 Mar. Almost daily in Apr with.max of 10 on 7th, 
othe~wise 1-3. Singles on 12 dates in May-Jun and on most days in Jul­
Aug wh~n usually 1-3 but c.5 at 8u5kett on 23 Aug. Other- Gighting£ 
mostly ~~om Bingemma. Single figures ~~-om 1 Sep reaching double figure6 
~ram the 19th when daily till end a~ year. Highest number·s between early 
Oct anj late Nov with m~~ o~ 100 on sever·al datesJ mostly at Bingemma 
but 300+ on Filfla on 23 Oct. Smallet· numbers in Dec, max 60. 

N!GHTINGALE Luscinid mega,·hyt1chos Ro2injol 
Daily f1·cm 29 Mar ta 17 Apr with max o~ 15 at Bingemma on 11 Apr, 
othe~- ..... fise 1-10. Then 1-i4 an 13 dates f't~am 22 Apr to 21 May .. rn autumn on 
most d..'=J.ys f1·:::~ 15 Aug to 7 Dct - dai 1 y -f"rom 7-25 Sep and 30 Sep-7 Oct~ 

Mostly :n l<:)W dcuble figu!-es, with maY. of" 20 at Eingemma on 18 Sep. 

BLUETHRDAT Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 
In spring singles at Xemxijca en 26 Feb, and at Ghadira on 2nd and at 
Xemxija on 5th and 14 Mar. In autum~ eingles at Ghadira on 15th and 18 
Sep; then II sightings o~ 1-2 on 9 dates from 17 Oct and 22 Nov, all at 
Ghadira except fo.-- singles at Xemxlja on 17 Oct and 1 Nov and 2 at 
Lunzjata on 21 Oct. 1 daily at Ghadira in Dec ~rom 7-31st. 

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus oc:hruros Kudlrross Iswed 
Wintering In suitable areas in Jan-Mar to 26th, highest 25+ on 4th and 
15+ on 19 Feb .~t Cumnija, otherwise up to 12 .. Smallet'" numbers in Mar-. In 
autumn 1 on 17th, then dally from 19 Oct; mostly in single figures but 
10-1~ on a few dates from late Oct to late Nov. An exceptional fall took 
place on Filfla on 23 Oct with 150+ counted. Smaller numbers In Dec. 

REDSTART Phof~nicurus phoenicurus Kudir-rass 
2 on 26 Mar, then 25 sightings of 1-3 on 19 dates from 6 Apr to 21 May 
(most in Ap ... ·). In autumn singles on =i dates -from lG' Aug to 10 Sep, then 
daily from 15 Ssp to 7 Oct with ma> of 20 at Wied II-Luq on 21 Sap, 
otherwise 1-15. On 7 dates fr-om 12-2J Oct; mostly 1-2 but 10• on Filfla 
on 23~d. 1 on 7 Nov. 
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WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra Bucaqq tas-·Si lla 
Alm6st dally slghtings In spring from 2 Apr to 21 May with peak between 
late Apr and early May. Mostly 1-10 but 25+ at Ta'Cenc on 29 Apr and 20+ 
at Gnejna on 7 May~ In autumn, 12 sightings o-f 1-3 on 8 dates ..from 7-24 
Sep, a~d 2 on 1st and 1 on 16 Oct. 

STONECHAT Saxicola tor·quata Bucaqq tax-Xitwa 
Up to 10 at various sites in Jan-Mar to 20th. Autumn migration ~rom 3 
De~, with highest numbers between eat·]y Oct and late Nov. Usually up to 
30 but an exceptional ~all too~ place on Fll~la on 23 Oct with 200+ 
counted. In single .figur-es in Dec. 

WHEATEAR Oenanthe aenanthe Kuda 
Almost daily in spring ~rom 11 Mar to 25 Apt· with a peak in late Mar: 
Max o~ 30 at Qammieh on 27th and In·Gozo C2 sites) on 29th, otherwise l­
IS. 1 on 10 May. In autumn almost daily sightings from 12 Aug to 7 Oct, 
with most in Sep; highest 35+ in Gozo <3 sites) on 19 Sep otherwise 1-
12. 1-2 on 4 dates in Oct ~rom l4-20th and 1 on 3 Nov. 

kud.a Dt.tmni kana BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR Qgn.;wthe hi spani ca 
1 on 18t~, then 9 sightinss of 1-2 ~~om 
Ap~. In aut .. ~n 5 ~!·o~ Sar·raflu are~ and ! 
o;1 7 C'ct. 

30 Mar to 10 ApY and 1 on 23 
at Tal-Gordan on 19 Sep, and 1 

!SABB '!NE WHEATEAR Oeq..Jnthe isabellina l<uda Izabellina 
1 dt Ghajn Ba····ani 01, ~8 Mat·. 

ROCV TI-1RUSH Nont i co I a So;;l \'.:3 t 1 1 is Ga11bublu 
On 3 date€ in Apr wi t.:1 1-3 -ft·am 4-16th, then l on 

In Sep 2 at Gaze on 8th and Malta ~nd !c-Cu~nija. 
6 May all at Dwejra! 

at Nadur, Malta on 
:'3J·d. 

fJLL!C ROD< "'~'"r 1RUSr-! ,"1o:1t f co I ._1 

P1·esent ar•d br-eeding along 
1or...:11 ity. L-Jil]l--ev number-s in 
!9 Aug. A few ~!so i~land at 

solita:-ius Merill 
~ea cli~fs. Usually up 
Aug--Nov with max o+ 20 at 
this time. 

BLACKBIRD Turdus meruloii Malvizz h!wed 

to 10 at 
Is-Sanab 1 

any 

Gozo 
one 

on 

Dally sightings, mo~tly at Ghadlra, in Jan-Feb to 21st whgra max o~ 4 on 
10 Jan and~ at Buskett on 26 Jan~ Singles on 3rd ~nd 11 Mar~ ln autumn 
frequent siQhtings of 1-3 from 19 Oct to 26 Dsc, mostly at Bingamma 4nd 
Buskett. 

FIELDFARE Turdw;; pi laris Ma!vlzzun tal-Qtajj;o' 
4 at Dwejra, M~lt~ on 1st and 1-2 on 5 days from 13-3! Jan; then 
lst and 4 at Bu.;k .. tt on !0 Feb. l at Ghadir.-. on 5 IJec. 

SONG THRUSH Turdu,;; philomelos Malv!zz 

on 

Up to 10 wintering in suitable areas In Jan-Mar to 29th but 50+ at 
Buskett on 26 Feb and 15+ at Camino on 26 Mar. Mare frequent sighting& 
in Mar due to migrants. 1-2 on 3 d .. tes till 14 Apr. 10 eightings of 
sln9les in Jun-JuJ mo•tly at Busk&tt and Bingemma ~nd 1-2 on 4 dates 
Tram 26 Aug to 30 Sep. In autumn, daily from 4 Oct to end of year with 
most ~rom mid Oct to mid Nov, max 250+ on Fil~la an 23 Oct and a passage 
<no numbers given) at Dwejra, Malta on 19 Oct otherwise up to 50. 
Smaller numbers in Dec, with up to 15 at Bingemma. 

REDWING Turdus iliacus Malvizz Ahmar 
18 si9htings of 1-4 from 4 Jan to 8 Feb but 8 at Lunzjata on last date; 
then 1 on 19 F~b. Most sightings at Gh~dlra. in autumn singlsa on 16 
Oct, ll Nov, 4-6th and 17 Dec. 

M!STLE THRUSH Turdus 
Few ~no numbers given) 

viscivorus Malvizzun Prim 
repo~ted at various sites an 15 Nov. 

CETTl'S WARBLER Cattia cetti Baghal ta' L-Gholl:lq 
Breeding as usual in suitable areas. An increase in numbers a~tsr Jun 
with max of 15 at San Martin Valley on 6th and 12 at Wied 11-Luq on 15 
Ju.l. 

42 

F•AN-TAILED WARBLER Cisticol_. juncidis Baghal ta' L-Imrewha 
Widespread and commonly bre~dlng. Higher numbers between May and 
when mostly in law double ~igures o~ up to 30. Smaller numbe~s in 
and Dec. 

GIRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locus tel 1 a naevi a 
1 at XemY.ija on 5 Oct. 

Baghal taJ-Gurat! 

SP\Vl'S WARBLER Lacustella luscinioides Baghal Ahm;u 
Singles at Xemxija on 29th and 31 Oct and 1 Nov and at Wied il-Luq 
4th, the l~tter being rQl~a~ed at Ghadira where still present on 16th. 

MOUSTASHED WARBLER ~crocephalus melanopogan Baghal Qastnl 

Oct 
Jan 

on 

Singles at Lunzjata on 3 Feb and at Xemxija on 16 Mar. Again singles at 
Lunzjata on 21 Oct and at Ghadi1·a on 21-22 Nov and an 4 dates in Dec 
From 9-15th. 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Baghal tas-Simar 
Almost daily in sp1:ing ~rom 4 Mar to 21 May with most ~rom ea,~Iy Apr to 
early May. Highest c.30 at Xemxija on 22 Apr, otherwise 1-10. in autumn 
singles on 8th and 22 Sep and 1-2 on 6 dates from 1-26 Oct, mostly at 
Ghadira. 

MI~RSH WARBLER Acracepha Jus pal us tr is 
1 at xemxija on 26 Oct. 

Baghal ta' 1-Aghdajjar 

Baghal tal-Q~sab REED WARBLER lkrocephalus scirp.acliws 
Only two slghtlngs in spring: singles 
autumn singles on 7 d•y• ~rom 22 Jul 
19 Aug to 21 Oct, with moat &ightings 
at Wled 11-Luq on 27 Aug. Singles at 
2:Z Nov. 

~t Xsmxlja on 9 Apr and 3 May. In 
to 15 Aug, than almost d6ily ~rom 

in Sep. In single .figur&s but c. 10 
Xemxlja on 5 data& from 27 Oct to 

GREAT REED WARBLER ~cracephalus arundindCBU§ Baghal Prim 
l-3 almost daily ln spring from 3 Apr to 10 May ~nd 1-2 on most days 
from 18 May to 5 Jun. Mast spring sightlngs at Ghadir.a and Xemxija. 1 at 
Wied 11-Luq on 1 Jul, then singles on 11 dates from 20 Aug to 20 Sgp and 
on 4 dates in Oct to 31st. 

ICTERINE WARBLER Hippolo!!l.is icterino!l. Bekkafik lefar 
Almost daily in May from 7-22nd with 26 sightlngs of 
Camino on 21st and 15+ at 2 other sites on 20-21et. In 
day~ from 12 Aug to 26 Ssp, mostly at Bingemma and Wied 

Bagh~l tax-Xaghri 

1-5, but 40+ at 
•utumn 1-2 on 17 
il-Luq. 

DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia und~td 
Singles at Qammieh on 30 Jan, at 
at Ghallls on 27 Dec. 

St. Elmo Pt. (breakw~tQrl on 23 Oct and 

SPECTACLED WARBLER Sylvid conspicillata Bu~ula Hamra 
A slight increase in sightings evident over receant years with most from 
Mar-Apr and Sep-Dec. Mostly in single figures but 10+ at Munxar on 14 
May. More comma~ly s_ighted in Gozo. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cantillans. BuTu!a Passajra 
2 on 3rd, then almost daily from 18 Mar to 15 Apr; mostly 1-3 but 35+ 
f~om 2 sites in Goza on 28th and 15+ at Owejrap Gozo on 29 Mar and at 
Camino on 2 Apr. 3 on 27 Ap1·. In autumn almost daily ~rom 8 Jul to 18 
Oct with a peak from early Aug to late Sep, when daily. In ~ingle to low 
double Tigures of up to 35•, with 40 at Wied il-Luq on 2 Sep highest. 

SARDINIAN WARBLER Sylvi<J mel<Jnaceph<Jla Bufula Sewda 
Commonly breeding resident in th~ lhree islands. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca Bekkafik Irmiedi 
Singles at Ghadira on Bth and at Xemxija on 27 Sep and again 
on 21 Oct. 

WH!TETHROAT Sylvia communis Bekkafik Ahmar 

at Xemxija 

Almost daily in spring ~~·om 8 Apr to 21 May; mostly 1-15~ but 25+ on 9 
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WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra Bucaqq tas-·Si lla 
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frequent siQhtings of 1-3 from 19 Oct to 26 Dsc, mostly at Bingamma 4nd 
Buskett. 
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4 at Dwejra, M~lt~ on 1st and 1-2 on 5 days from 13-3! Jan; then 
lst and 4 at Bu.;k .. tt on !0 Feb. l at Ghadir.-. on 5 IJec. 

SONG THRUSH Turdu,;; philomelos Malv!zz 
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Up to 10 wintering in suitable areas In Jan-Mar to 29th but 50+ at 
Buskett on 26 Feb and 15+ at Camino on 26 Mar. Mare frequent sighting& 
in Mar due to migrants. 1-2 on 3 d .. tes till 14 Apr. 10 eightings of 
sln9les in Jun-JuJ mo•tly at Busk&tt and Bingemma ~nd 1-2 on 4 dates 
Tram 26 Aug to 30 Sep. In autumn, daily from 4 Oct to end of year with 
most ~rom mid Oct to mid Nov, max 250+ on Fil~la an 23 Oct and a passage 
<no numbers given) at Dwejra, Malta on 19 Oct otherwise up to 50. 
Smaller numbers in Dec, with up to 15 at Bingemma. 

REDWING Turdus iliacus Malvizz Ahmar 
18 si9htings of 1-4 from 4 Jan to 8 Feb but 8 at Lunzjata on last date; 
then 1 on 19 F~b. Most sightings at Gh~dlra. in autumn singlsa on 16 
Oct, ll Nov, 4-6th and 17 Dec. 

M!STLE THRUSH Turdus 
Few ~no numbers given) 

viscivorus Malvizzun Prim 
repo~ted at various sites an 15 Nov. 

CETTl'S WARBLER Cattia cetti Baghal ta' L-Gholl:lq 
Breeding as usual in suitable areas. An increase in numbers a~tsr Jun 
with max of 15 at San Martin Valley on 6th and 12 at Wied 11-Luq on 15 
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when mostly in law double ~igures o~ up to 30. Smaller numbe~s in 
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from 18 May to 5 Jun. Mast spring sightlngs at Ghadir.a and Xemxija. 1 at 
Wied 11-Luq on 1 Jul, then singles on 11 dates from 20 Aug to 20 Sgp and 
on 4 dates in Oct to 31st. 
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WH!TETHROAT Sylvia communis Bekkafik Ahmar 
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Apr and 40+ on 21 May at Camino. In autumn 1 on 20 Aug, then 7 sightlngs 
of 1-2 from 2 Sep to 1 Oct, mostly at Wied 11-Luq. 

GARDEN WARBLER Sylv·i,:_; borin Bel<ka-Fik 
Sp1-ing mig1·aticn _.f,~-om 1-8 ,Apt· when a·I-mosk 'da-ily till 4 Jun. -~H-it;;fhe·st 

number-s in Mr.ty when rnostly in double -figures a.f up to 50+ but 70-80 on 
2~-22r.d at Bin;Jemma. Singles at two sites on 24 Jun and 1 Jul. In 
autumn, almos~ daily from !3 Aug to 19 Oct with most f.-om late Aug to 
early Ocl when mo5tly in double figures of up to 50, but c.l50 on 9th 
and c.IOO on 2nd !n Sep and 70+ on! Oct all at Wied il-Luq, singles on 
25th and 29 Oct, 3 on 2nd and 1 on 15 Nov. 

BLACKCAP Sylvia atric~pilla KapinQra 
Dally in Jan-Mar when mostly in high double ~igures ~rom a ~&~ uitas 
mainly Buskett, Bingemma and Has-Saptan. Highest 100+ at Bingsmma on 4th 
and 18 Feb and at Buskett on 26 FQb and 6 Mar. 1-3 on a ~ew days in Apr 
till 22nd and singles at two sites on 7 May. First autumn sighting on 8 
Sep, when in single ~igureG till 30th, a~tar which on most days in Oct­
Dec; highest 25+ on 1 Oct and 20-30 on 26-31 Dec at Wied il-Luq; 
C)thel""'"wise 1-10 .. 

ARCTIC WARBLER Phylloscapus bors~lis Vjolin ta' L-Art!ku 
1 caught and ringed at Zebbug, Gaze on 4 Nov. 

BONELLI'S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonalli Vjolin Bajdani 
I at Wied il- Luq on 10 Sap. 

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrfx Vjolin Hadrani 
Daily sighting& in spring ~rom 7 Ap~ to 11 M~y with moat in mid-latg 
Apr; highest 20 at Xemxija on 22nd, otharwise 1-15. 10 sighting• o~ 1-5 
~rom 14-29 May and I on 3 Jun. In autumn ainglea on 3rd, 23rd and 27 
Aug, then 19 slghtings a~ 1-3 ~rom 2 Ss~ to 7 Oct with most ~rom 17-24 
Sep. On 6 days from 17-29 Oct, mostly 1-2 but 10+ on Fil~la on 23rd. 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita Vjolin tax-Xitw• 
!n low treble figures on a ~ew dates in Jan-Feb with m-x 200 at Chadwick 
L~ke an !9 Jan and 100-150 on 4 dates in Fab, othsrwlee up to 60 
elsewhere. High double figures in early Mar reducing gradually with last 
slghtings on 31st. In autumn 1-5 an 5 dates ~rom 4-12th, then daily ~rom 
17 Oct to end of year~ Higher numbers ~rom late Oct, with max o~ 150 on 
Fl!fld on 23 Oct, otherwise In single to medium double ~lgures of up to 
50 on 3 dates in Oec. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phyllascopus trochilus Vjo!in Pastard 
Almost daily sightings in spring ~rom 18 Ma.- to 17 May with highest 
numbers in Apr, max 20 at Ghadlra and Xemxlja on 7-Bthr otherwise 1-15. 
2 singing at Ghay Lapsi on 11 Jun. in autumn 4 on 20th, th&n d~ily ~rom 
26 Aug to 17 Oct with a peak ~rom late Sep to early Oct. Mostly 1-10 but 
20+ at Salina on 27th and 15 at Xemxija on 30 Sep. Then 1-5 on 6 dates 
from 20-29 Oct but JO+ on Filfla on 23rd. 1 on 4 Nov. 

GDLOCREST Regulus regulus Bu~ula tal-Qamar 
Singles on 11th and 20-21 Jan; 1-6 on 5 dates ~rom 7-24 Feb and 1 on 5 
Mar~ On most days in autumn ~rom 15 Oct to end o~ year with mo£t ~roM 
!dte Oct-mid Dec. Mostly 1-6 but 15+ on Fil~la on 23 Oct. Most ~ightings 
at Ghadira. 

F!RECREST Regulus ignic,;,pi 1 Jus Bufula tat-Toppu Ahmar 
Sing:es on 2nd and 28 Jan; 1 on 7th and 2 on 10 Feb; and on 14 Mar. On 
most days from 18 Oct-14 Dec; mostly 1-3 but 5 at Ta'Pinu on 20 Oct. 

GOLDCREST/F!RECREST Regulus regulus/ignicapillus 
9 slghtings From 16 Jan to 11 Mar; mostly in singles but 4 at Busk~tt on 
21 Jan. In autumr. .ft·om 1:? Oct to 29 Dec; mostly 1-5 but 6-10 at Buskett 
on 25-26 Dec. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Huscicapa stri,;Jta Zanzarell tat-Tikki 
1 011 23t·d~ then almost dciily ~ram 26 Apr to 22 Nay, mostly 1-5 but 20+ 
al Comi!,o dn~ 8ingemma on ?1 May. Singles on 4 dates from 1-17 Jun. In 
autumn 1 cr. 21st, then ~ --3 on most days .from 25 Aug to 7 Oct. 1-2 at 
Ghad~t·a from ?4-3n Oct. 
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REO-BREASTED FLYCATCHER Fi cedul a powva Zanz.1re ll Sl d..-u Ahm-.r 
Singles at Ghadira on 12th, 17th und !9 Oct and at Bing&mma on 3 Nov. 

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCATCHER F"icedula semitorqu.at.a Zanzarell t•l-Lv•nt 
1 male at Gnejna Say on 7 May. 

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula albicoll is Zanzarell tal-Kul!ar. 
10 sightings from 2 Apr to 7 May: singles but 2 at Pieta on 26 Apr. 1 at 
Bingemma an 25 Oct. 

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula. hypoleuca Zanzarell Isw,.d 
Almost daily in ~pring ~rom 9 Apr to 10 May when in single ~!guros, max 
8 at Piet~ on 27th, 1 on 22 May. In autumn, 1-3 on 20 dateu ~ram 20 Aug 
to 29 Sep 1 with moet ~rom 10-24 Sep. 

PENDULINE TIT Remiz pendulinus Pendulin 
Sing }QS an 16 days from 2 Jan to 2:2 Feb, then 1-3 on 3 day& ~rom 1-8 
Mar, all at Ghadira. In autumn, 5 on 28 Oct then almozt daily slghtings 
in Nov-Dec; usually !-6 but 15+ at Xemxlja on 15 Nov and 8-10 At R&mla 
Bay on 7-8 Dec. Other aightlngs mostly •t Ghadlra and Lunzjata. Also 
single sightings at Ghajn Barrani and GhaJn Rlhana. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus orfolus Tajra Sa~ra 
Almost daily in spring from 21 Apr to 23 May with peak ·tn ~arly May. In 
single figures o~ up to 6 but 10+ at Zebbug, Gozo on 3 May, then 3 
sightings of singles on 3-4 Jun. In autumn 5 sightings o~ 1-2 on 4 dates 
from 27 Aug to 10 Sep. 

REO-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio Kaccamendula Hamra 
Singles at 8ingemma on 3rd and at WLed Oalam an ll Jun~ In autumn 
singles at Wied 11-Luq on :20th and at Bingemma on 26-27 Aug, six 
sightings on 5 dates in Sep ~rom 19-25th, and at Wled 11-Luq on 5 Oct. 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE: Lanius sen<:~tor Kac.camendul.a 
1 on 29 Mar, then on most days from 2-27 Apr; mast! y 1-3 but 5+ at 
Camino on 9th and at Pieta' on 17th. in May 5 sightlngs of singles on 7-
8th and 5 at Comino on 21st. In autumn singles on 27th.at Salina and on 
31 Jul and I Aug at Dwejra, Malta; then 1-4 almost daily from 12-28 Aug 
(daily 17-25th) with most sightings at Dwejra, Matta and Bingemma. 
Singles on 5 dates ~rom 7-25 Sep. 

STARLI~~G Sturnus \"ulgdris Sturnell 
Wintering ir double to treble .figur""E:~s in Jan-Feb! up to 600 but 1000-
2000 on 5 dates in Jan~ mostly at Gh~dir~. On most dayG in Mar to 27th; 
mainly in single to lew dout~le ~igures but 100 at Marsa on 11th. 2 on 
27th and 6 on :28 Jul, and 2 an 5 Aug. rn autumn f"rom 3 Ssp, thsn 
increasing ~-egt_t1arly with low treble ~igures ~rom 6 Oct. Over 1000 on 13 
Occasions between late Oct artd Dec with ma~ o~ 3000 at Luqa on 17 Dec. 

SPANISH SPARROV.I Passer hispa.niolensis Ghammiel tal-Bejt 
Abundant breeding ,-esident 

TREE SPAI~ROW Passer rnontanus Ghammiel tas-Sigar 
Breeding Jresidert with sightings from usual sit:es. Highest numbe~s 

between late Jul and Dec with 40-50 at Chadwick L_ake and Xemxija on a 
few dates -ft-om Jul·-[lc~. and up to 30 dt Bingemma in Nov--Dec. 

CHAFFINCH Fri ngi lla. coeletbs: Sponsun 
Single ta low doublQ ~igure~ in Jan-Mar; ma~ 25 on .10 Feb but c!lOO at 
Flcriana (at roost) on 23 Jan. L-6 •lmo~t daily in Ap,--Jun ~rom various 
sites and f.-equ<ilnt ~ightings in Ju!-Sep, with up t.o 10 .ot Bu!lkett on two 
dates~ Other sightingii 1n summer mostly at Bingemm.zll and Gh&dir--.e.. In 
autumn 1n single ~lguras from 1st, then daily frcJm 16 Oct to end o~ year 
with most from mid Oct to mid Nov and In late Dsc. Mostly in low double 
+igures o~ up to 30, but 60+ at Bingamma on 17 Oct. and 50+ ~n 11 Nov 
and c.45 on 26 OQc at Buskett. 

8RAM8LING Fringilla montiFringili;, Sponsun Selvagg 
1 in Gozo on 29 Oct and 2 at v .. n.,tta Markmt (sl!'en up ~o~ sale> an 19 
Nov. 
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Apr and 40+ on 21 May at Camino. In autumn 1 on 20 Aug, then 7 sightlngs 
of 1-2 from 2 Sep to 1 Oct, mostly at Wied 11-Luq. 

GARDEN WARBLER Sylv·i,:_; borin Bel<ka-Fik 
Sp1-ing mig1·aticn _.f,~-om 1-8 ,Apt· when a·I-mosk 'da-ily till 4 Jun. -~H-it;;fhe·st 

number-s in Mr.ty when rnostly in double -figures a.f up to 50+ but 70-80 on 
2~-22r.d at Bin;Jemma. Singles at two sites on 24 Jun and 1 Jul. In 
autumn, almos~ daily from !3 Aug to 19 Oct with most f.-om late Aug to 
early Ocl when mo5tly in double figures of up to 50, but c.l50 on 9th 
and c.IOO on 2nd !n Sep and 70+ on! Oct all at Wied il-Luq, singles on 
25th and 29 Oct, 3 on 2nd and 1 on 15 Nov. 

BLACKCAP Sylvia atric~pilla KapinQra 
Dally in Jan-Mar when mostly in high double ~igures ~rom a ~&~ uitas 
mainly Buskett, Bingemma and Has-Saptan. Highest 100+ at Bingsmma on 4th 
and 18 Feb and at Buskett on 26 FQb and 6 Mar. 1-3 on a ~ew days in Apr 
till 22nd and singles at two sites on 7 May. First autumn sighting on 8 
Sep, when in single ~igureG till 30th, a~tar which on most days in Oct­
Dec; highest 25+ on 1 Oct and 20-30 on 26-31 Dec at Wied il-Luq; 
C)thel""'"wise 1-10 .. 

ARCTIC WARBLER Phylloscapus bors~lis Vjolin ta' L-Art!ku 
1 caught and ringed at Zebbug, Gaze on 4 Nov. 

BONELLI'S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonalli Vjolin Bajdani 
I at Wied il- Luq on 10 Sap. 

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrfx Vjolin Hadrani 
Daily sighting& in spring ~rom 7 Ap~ to 11 M~y with moat in mid-latg 
Apr; highest 20 at Xemxija on 22nd, otharwise 1-15. 10 sighting• o~ 1-5 
~rom 14-29 May and I on 3 Jun. In autumn ainglea on 3rd, 23rd and 27 
Aug, then 19 slghtings a~ 1-3 ~rom 2 Ss~ to 7 Oct with most ~rom 17-24 
Sep. On 6 days from 17-29 Oct, mostly 1-2 but 10+ on Fil~la on 23rd. 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita Vjolin tax-Xitw• 
!n low treble figures on a ~ew dates in Jan-Feb with m-x 200 at Chadwick 
L~ke an !9 Jan and 100-150 on 4 dates in Fab, othsrwlee up to 60 
elsewhere. High double figures in early Mar reducing gradually with last 
slghtings on 31st. In autumn 1-5 an 5 dates ~rom 4-12th, then daily ~rom 
17 Oct to end of year~ Higher numbers ~rom late Oct, with max o~ 150 on 
Fl!fld on 23 Oct, otherwise In single to medium double ~lgures of up to 
50 on 3 dates in Oec. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phyllascopus trochilus Vjo!in Pastard 
Almost daily sightings in spring ~rom 18 Ma.- to 17 May with highest 
numbers in Apr, max 20 at Ghadlra and Xemxlja on 7-Bthr otherwise 1-15. 
2 singing at Ghay Lapsi on 11 Jun. in autumn 4 on 20th, th&n d~ily ~rom 
26 Aug to 17 Oct with a peak ~rom late Sep to early Oct. Mostly 1-10 but 
20+ at Salina on 27th and 15 at Xemxija on 30 Sep. Then 1-5 on 6 dates 
from 20-29 Oct but JO+ on Filfla on 23rd. 1 on 4 Nov. 

GDLOCREST Regulus regulus Bu~ula tal-Qamar 
Singles on 11th and 20-21 Jan; 1-6 on 5 dates ~rom 7-24 Feb and 1 on 5 
Mar~ On most days in autumn ~rom 15 Oct to end o~ year with mo£t ~roM 
!dte Oct-mid Dec. Mostly 1-6 but 15+ on Fil~la on 23 Oct. Most ~ightings 
at Ghadira. 

F!RECREST Regulus ignic,;,pi 1 Jus Bufula tat-Toppu Ahmar 
Sing:es on 2nd and 28 Jan; 1 on 7th and 2 on 10 Feb; and on 14 Mar. On 
most days from 18 Oct-14 Dec; mostly 1-3 but 5 at Ta'Pinu on 20 Oct. 

GOLDCREST/F!RECREST Regulus regulus/ignicapillus 
9 slghtings From 16 Jan to 11 Mar; mostly in singles but 4 at Busk~tt on 
21 Jan. In autumr. .ft·om 1:? Oct to 29 Dec; mostly 1-5 but 6-10 at Buskett 
on 25-26 Dec. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Huscicapa stri,;Jta Zanzarell tat-Tikki 
1 011 23t·d~ then almost dciily ~ram 26 Apr to 22 Nay, mostly 1-5 but 20+ 
al Comi!,o dn~ 8ingemma on ?1 May. Singles on 4 dates from 1-17 Jun. In 
autumn 1 cr. 21st, then ~ --3 on most days .from 25 Aug to 7 Oct. 1-2 at 
Ghad~t·a from ?4-3n Oct. 
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REO-BREASTED FLYCATCHER Fi cedul a powva Zanz.1re ll Sl d..-u Ahm-.r 
Singles at Ghadira on 12th, 17th und !9 Oct and at Bing&mma on 3 Nov. 

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCATCHER F"icedula semitorqu.at.a Zanzarell t•l-Lv•nt 
1 male at Gnejna Say on 7 May. 

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula albicoll is Zanzarell tal-Kul!ar. 
10 sightings from 2 Apr to 7 May: singles but 2 at Pieta on 26 Apr. 1 at 
Bingemma an 25 Oct. 

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula. hypoleuca Zanzarell Isw,.d 
Almost daily in ~pring ~rom 9 Apr to 10 May when in single ~!guros, max 
8 at Piet~ on 27th, 1 on 22 May. In autumn, 1-3 on 20 dateu ~ram 20 Aug 
to 29 Sep 1 with moet ~rom 10-24 Sep. 

PENDULINE TIT Remiz pendulinus Pendulin 
Sing }QS an 16 days from 2 Jan to 2:2 Feb, then 1-3 on 3 day& ~rom 1-8 
Mar, all at Ghadira. In autumn, 5 on 28 Oct then almozt daily slghtings 
in Nov-Dec; usually !-6 but 15+ at Xemxlja on 15 Nov and 8-10 At R&mla 
Bay on 7-8 Dec. Other aightlngs mostly •t Ghadlra and Lunzjata. Also 
single sightings at Ghajn Barrani and GhaJn Rlhana. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus orfolus Tajra Sa~ra 
Almost daily in spring from 21 Apr to 23 May with peak ·tn ~arly May. In 
single figures o~ up to 6 but 10+ at Zebbug, Gozo on 3 May, then 3 
sightings of singles on 3-4 Jun. In autumn 5 sightings o~ 1-2 on 4 dates 
from 27 Aug to 10 Sep. 

REO-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio Kaccamendula Hamra 
Singles at 8ingemma on 3rd and at WLed Oalam an ll Jun~ In autumn 
singles at Wied 11-Luq on :20th and at Bingemma on 26-27 Aug, six 
sightings on 5 dates in Sep ~rom 19-25th, and at Wled 11-Luq on 5 Oct. 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE: Lanius sen<:~tor Kac.camendul.a 
1 on 29 Mar, then on most days from 2-27 Apr; mast! y 1-3 but 5+ at 
Camino on 9th and at Pieta' on 17th. in May 5 sightlngs of singles on 7-
8th and 5 at Comino on 21st. In autumn singles on 27th.at Salina and on 
31 Jul and I Aug at Dwejra, Malta; then 1-4 almost daily from 12-28 Aug 
(daily 17-25th) with most sightings at Dwejra, Matta and Bingemma. 
Singles on 5 dates ~rom 7-25 Sep. 

STARLI~~G Sturnus \"ulgdris Sturnell 
Wintering ir double to treble .figur""E:~s in Jan-Feb! up to 600 but 1000-
2000 on 5 dates in Jan~ mostly at Gh~dir~. On most dayG in Mar to 27th; 
mainly in single to lew dout~le ~igures but 100 at Marsa on 11th. 2 on 
27th and 6 on :28 Jul, and 2 an 5 Aug. rn autumn f"rom 3 Ssp, thsn 
increasing ~-egt_t1arly with low treble ~igures ~rom 6 Oct. Over 1000 on 13 
Occasions between late Oct artd Dec with ma~ o~ 3000 at Luqa on 17 Dec. 

SPANISH SPARROV.I Passer hispa.niolensis Ghammiel tal-Bejt 
Abundant breeding ,-esident 

TREE SPAI~ROW Passer rnontanus Ghammiel tas-Sigar 
Breeding Jresidert with sightings from usual sit:es. Highest numbe~s 

between late Jul and Dec with 40-50 at Chadwick L_ake and Xemxija on a 
few dates -ft-om Jul·-[lc~. and up to 30 dt Bingemma in Nov--Dec. 

CHAFFINCH Fri ngi lla. coeletbs: Sponsun 
Single ta low doublQ ~igure~ in Jan-Mar; ma~ 25 on .10 Feb but c!lOO at 
Flcriana (at roost) on 23 Jan. L-6 •lmo~t daily in Ap,--Jun ~rom various 
sites and f.-equ<ilnt ~ightings in Ju!-Sep, with up t.o 10 .ot Bu!lkett on two 
dates~ Other sightingii 1n summer mostly at Bingemm.zll and Gh&dir--.e.. In 
autumn 1n single ~lguras from 1st, then daily frcJm 16 Oct to end o~ year 
with most from mid Oct to mid Nov and In late Dsc. Mostly in low double 
+igures o~ up to 30, but 60+ at Bingamma on 17 Oct. and 50+ ~n 11 Nov 
and c.45 on 26 OQc at Buskett. 

8RAM8LING Fringilla montiFringili;, Sponsun Selvagg 
1 in Gozo on 29 Oct and 2 at v .. n.,tta Markmt (sl!'en up ~o~ sale> an 19 
Nov. 
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SERlN Serinus s.,rinus Apparel! 
Singl~ ~igures (up to 6l in Jan-Mar but 10+ at Has-Sapt~n on 22 Jan and 
at Buskett on 10 Feb; then 12 slghtings of l-2 in Apr-Jul, mostly at 
Ghadi~a except for two sighting~ at Bingemma and Buskett. 3 on·9 Sap, 
then ~ingl~s on 12th and 28-29 oct and on 20 daloR from 10 Nov to 31 
Dec; in single figur.,s but 10 •t Busket.t on 11th and at Has-Saptan on 21 
Nov, and at Ghallis on 13 Dec. 

GREENFINCH Carduel is chlorir;; Verdun 
3 sightings of' 2-10 on 21-22 Jan and 1 on 22 F•"b; then 1-6 on 8 dates 
from 11-30 Mar. Singles on 6th and 24 Apr, 9th and 22 May and 5th and 30 
Jun. Then almost daily from Jul to Sep with max of 5 on 4 Aug; all at 
Ghadira except ~or 6 sightings. In autumn almost dally in Oct-Nov; 
mostly 1-5 but 30+ at Ghallls an 10-l!th, and 'hund~eds' reported In 
south a~ Malta and at Fomm ir-Rih on 29-30 Nov~ On most days in Dec with 
max o~ 100 at Xaghra, Gozo on 13th, otherwise 1-10. 

GOLDFINCH Carduel is cilrdui7l is Gardell 
On 4 dates from 22 Jan to !9 Feb, mostly 1-2 but 5 at Has-Saptan on 28 
Jan. Singles on 14th and 30 Mar; 3rd, 9th and 16 Apr, 3rd and 24 May, 
lOth, !6-20th and 29 Jul; 5-6th and 19 Aug; 14th '""d 19-20 Sep. In 
autumn 7 sighting& on 6 dates from !7 Oct to 23 Nov, mostly 1-3 but 5 at 
Dingll on 17 Oct. Up to 16 roosting at Hamrun from 28 Nov to 9 Dec and 
singles on !7th and 30 of the same month. 

SISKIN Carduelis spinus Ekru 
1 at Busket.t on 25 Mar, 2 at Il-Qaws and 1 at B'Sugia on 18 Oct. 'Sama' 
reported in Malta on 21 Nov, 3 at Xaghra on 6th and 1 at Buskett on 26 
Dec. 

LINNET 
Single 
Dwejra 
17 Ap•­
Oct to 
double 
in Dec 

Carduelis c.annabina Gojjin 
to medium double figures of up to 50 in Jan-Mar but !00+ at 

on 27th and at Qbajjar/Paml.• an 29 Mar. 1-4 on a few dates till 
and 9 sightings o+ 1-3 inJun-Aug. In autumn almost daily ~rom 17 
end o~ yea~ with most ~rom mid Oct ta late Nov when mostly in 

figcues of up to 35 but 50+ on Fl Jf'la on 23 Oct. Smaller numbers; 
but 150+ at Floriana (roost), on 20th. 

TRUMPETER FINCH Buc~netes githagined Trumbettier 
1 male at Gh~Fb on 15 Nov (reported trapped). 

SCARLET ROSEF INCH C.;t-podacus erythr i nus 8umunqar 
1 ju·Jeni le r-inged at Mtahleb on 18 Oct. 

HAWFINCH Coccothrdustes coccothrdustes T•z-lgbbug 
4 sightings on 17-18 Oct, max of 5 at Buskett on 18th otherwise 1-2. 

YELLOWHAMMER EmbGriza citrinella Durrajs.;a Sa·F'ya 
1 on Filfla on 23 Oct. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortul.;,nd Dl'tolan 
Singles at Owejra on lOth and 14 Apr; then 2 in mid Sep and 1 on 1 Oct 
both at Zurrieq (trapped). 

CRETZSCHMAR'S BUNTING Emberiz:a c,;,esia Ortolan flasu Blu 
1 juvenile male ringed at Ghadira an 26 Aug. 

REED BUNT! NG Embed z:a schoeni c ius Dun·aj sa ta 1-Qasab 
Singles at Ghadi~a on 12 Feb, !!-14th .and 29 Mar. In autumn almost daily 
again at Ghadira +rom 16 Oct to 29 Dec; mostly 1-4, but 5 on 1 Dec. Peak 
from early Nov to early Dec when also sighted elsewhere with 1-3 on 13 
dates 1 mostly at Xemxija. 

CORN BUNTING Nila.ria calandra OuYTajsa 
Breeding in small numbers at variou~ ~ites. Numbers mostly in Jul-Oct 
with max a~ 50 in early sep at Owejra, Gaze. Higher numbers tn same 
period indicates po~t-moult ~locking at drinking holes and migration. 
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1989 
Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 

(Research Committee) 

This report covers the ringing activities of the Valletta Bird Ringing 
Scheme. run by the Malta Ornithological Society, for the year 1989. 
13,132 birds of 98 species were ringed. bringing the total to 202,025 
of 162 species (and 2 hybrids) by the end of the year under review. 

Three new species, namely Whimbrel Numeni us phaeopus, Barn Owl Tyto 
a.1ba and Cretzschmar · s Bunting Emberiza caesia, were added to the 
ringing list. The 5th Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia, the 3rd 
Ar·ctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis and the 4th Scarlet Rosefinch 
Carpodacus erythrinus were the only vagrants l'lhich appear in the 
ringing list. Unusual numbers ringed were 7 Black-necked Grebes 
Podiceps nigricollis (grand total 11), 22 Red-rumped Swallol'ls Hirundo 
daurica (grand total 57) and 21 Penduline Tits Remiz pendulinus (grand 
total 38). 810 Storm Petrels Hydrobates pelagicus l'lere ringed on 
Filfla Island during 2 night visits in summer. 

The regular manning of Ghadira Nature Reserve produced nearly 17% of 
the total number of birds ringed for the l'lhole of the islands. The 
use of a few wader traps there resulted in most of the waders figuring 
in the list. 

Table 1 gives the ten species topping the list of those ringed since 
1965. The number of birds ringed in the years 1987, 1988 and 1989 
respectively are also given. 

Species 

Erithacus rubecula 
PilY 11 oscopus call ybi ta 
Hirundo rustica 
H.vdrobates pelagicus 
Passer hispaniolensis 
Sylvia melanocephala 
Sylvia atricapJJla 
R.iparia rioaria 
Sylvia borin 
Oelichon urbica 

Table 

1965-89 

31' 196 
22,945 
18,610 
15.403 
13,847 
11,61!6 
8,688 
8,253 
7,577 
5,715 

1987 

2,001 
1.530 

621 
303 
848 
622 
393 

26 
445 
llll 

1988 1989 
---------------

3.099 2.268 
1. 651 1 .402 

369 1. 249 
399 810 
980 755 
915 659 
456 709 
257 543 
917 411 
158 82 
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