SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1989

compiled by
CHARLES COLEIRC

The regular contributors to the daily log kept by the Ringing and
‘Research Committee of the Malta Ornithological Society during the year
under review were: John Attard Montalto, John Borg, Richard Cachia
Zammit, Alex Casha, Charles Coleiro, Mark Anthony Falzon, Raymaond Galea,
Charles Gauci, Manuel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion, Michasl Sammut and Joe

Sultana. Other contributors were: Mario Bosiao, Simon Busuttil, Denis
Cachia, Jackie Cremona, Peter J. Dunn, Jaseph Dunlop, Max Farrugia,
Natalino Fennech, Morten M. Hansen, J.C. Le Gassich, Caldon Mercieca,

Paul Portelli, Jurgen Rudder, Silvio Scicluna, Martin Thake and Louis
Vella. Other members may have contributed to the daily log kept at the
Ghadira Nature Reserve, which records were subsequently added to the
national daily and species log.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis Blangun Zghir
2 at Ghadira from 2 Jan to 13 Mar, then 1 till 23th. Again 1 at
same place from 26-28 Oct, 2 on 4-3 Dec and singles on 7th and 22nd.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus Blongun Prim
1 at Ghadira from 20 Nov to 1 Dec WHEN FOUND DEAD, then singles at
Ghallis on 4th, &6th, and B Dec.

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis Blongun Sekond

Up to 20 present at Ghadira from Jan to mid. Mar. Gradually decreasing
to 1 till 27th. 1 released at same place on 20 Sep and 1 from 22-26 Oct;
then again from 18 Nov increasing to 20 by 1& Dec and 18-20 till vyear
end. Outside Ghadira 6 records of 1-2 from 19 Nov to 15 Dec.

CORY'S SHEARWATER Calonectris diomedea Ciefa

First sightings on 19 Feb then regularly aobserved offshare till 21 Oct,
mostly on windy days. Highest count up to 1000 aoff Ghallis on 2 Aug and
off San Blass on 2 Sep. Late singles on 6 Nov and 23 Dec. Stable numbers
in colonies.

MEDITERRANEAN SHEARWATER FPuffinus yelkouan Garnija
Mostly recorded at colonies from Jan to mid. Jun with a few offshore
sightings from Feb ta May, 1 on 29 Jul. Breeding numbers as usual. Again

recorded offshore in low single +Figures on 17 days from 8 Nov to end of
year .

STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus Kangu ta' Filfla
Only recorded from Filfla on visits in Jun-Jul.

GANNET Sula bassana Sula
1 off QGammieh on 18 Mar; them 10 sightings of 1-2 from 8 Nov to 30 Dec,
mostly aoff the east coast of Malta.

CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo Margun

2 on 2 Jan, 3 on 1 Feb and 1! on S Mar. In autuwmn on 27 dates from 14 Oct
to 1? Dec with most in Nov when almost dajily. Highest were parties aof 13
at Cumnija on 26 Nov and 8 on 27 0Oct and 7 on 2 Nov both at Ghallis.
Otherwise 1-3 mostly off the east coast of Malta.

LITTLE BITTERN Ixobrychus minutus Russstt tas-Sigar

Only recorded in May: singles at Ghadira an 6th and 10~12th and at
Bingemma on 2Ist. -

NIGHT HERON Nycticorax nycticorax Kwakika
In spring S on 14 Mar, then on 11 dates from 27 Mar to 31 May; mastly 1-

2 but S50+ over Comino on 2 Apr and 18 at Ghadira on 13 May. Autumn
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migration from 14 Aug to 7 Oct with 20 sightings on 15 dates, mostly in
single figuresbut a few flocks were aobserved, highest 47 at Sliema on 5
Sep.

BRUACCO HERON Ardecla ralloides Agratt Isfar

3 sightings in Apr: 20 at B’'Bugia and 4 at Ramla Bay on 19th and 2 at
Ghadira on 22nd. 1-2 at same placa on 13-14 May. Again 1 at Ghadira
{died) on 13th and 6 at Sliema on 27th, both in Sep.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta Agrett Abjad

2 on B Feb and 1 on 16-17 Mar. Then 28 sightings on 19 dates from 25 Mar
to 28 Apr (1-2 daily at Ghadira from 17-28 Apr). Mostly 1-13 but 33 on
Ist, 30 on 17th and 20 on 19th. 1-2 at Ghadira on 3 dates in May fram 4-
23rd. 8 at Qalet Marku on 21st and 1 at Ghadira on 25th, both in Jul.
Then 23 sightings on {7 dates from 24 Aug to 14 Oct, mostly 1-4 but 13
at Bahar ic~Caghaq on 2 Oct. 1 on 17 Dec at Qammieh.

GREY HERGN Ardea cinerea Russett Griz

1 an 27 Feb, then 16 sightings on 10 days from 5-29 Mar, mostly 1-12 but
33+ at Gammieh on 11th and 21 at B'Bugia en 14th. Singles on 4 dates in
Apr from 13-28th. 1 at Ghadira on 8-9 Jul. In autumn 51 sightings on 30
days from & Aug to 26 0Oct (most in Sep to mid Oct). Bingle to low double
figures but 104+ (2 sites) on 14th and 94+ at B’Bugia on 1Sth, bath in
Sep. 1-4 on 3 dates in Nov from 3-135, 5 sightings of 1-2 from 3-6 and I
on 27 in Dec.

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea Russett Ahmar
Only recorded in singles: In Apr at Qammieh on Bth and at Zabbug, Gozo
an 24th, at Burmarrad an § Aug, at Ghadira and M’ Xlokk on 2 Oct.

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra Cikonja Sewda
2 at Salib ta’' L-Gholja on 7th and 1 at Mgarr Ix—Xini on 1l4th, both in
Apr; 2 over Comino on 8 Oct.

WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia Cikonja Bajda

13 at M’Scala on 7 Apr. In Aug, 2 at Luga on 11-12th, thenr up to i1
sighted daily from various areas from 21-24th and 1 at Dweljra, Malta an
28th. 1 at Nadur, Malta on 2 QOct.

GL.OSSY 1IBIS Plegadis falcinellus Velleran
17+ aver Qammieh on 31 Mar and 1 at BGhadira on 18 Aug.

GREATER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus ruber Fjamingu
Flock of 36 reported as sighted in Malta on 7 Apr.

GREY LAG GOOSE - Anser anser Wizza Griza
& off Ghallis on 4 Dec.

"GREY" GEESE Anser sp.
2 at B'Bugia on 2 Jan.

SHEL DUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert tas-Salihb

2 at Ghadira from 21 Jan to 1% Feb. 4 sightings in Nov with flock of 25+
at Ghallis on 17th, B at Delimara and 7 at Cirkewwa on 23rd and 1| at
Ghallis on 25th. Agaln 4 sightings of 1-S in Dec from 2-4th.

WIGEON Anas penelope Silfjun Ewropew

Singles at Ghadira from 4-27 Jan, then at Ghallis on l4th and at Ghadira
on 16-20 Oct. In Nov singles again at Ghadira on B-9th and 13th, and 2
at Cirkewwa'on 22nd. Daily from 2-31 Dec with 4 sightings only outside
Ghadira. 8ingles except for S at Qawra an 3rd.

GADWALL - Anas strepera Kuluvart Griz
S at Ghallis on 20th and 1| male at Ghadira from 20-28th, all in Dec.

TEAL Anas crecca Sarsella
1 from 1 Jan to 12 Mar and 1-3 from 17-29 Aug, all at Ghadira. Singles
an éth and 15th and 2 on 26 0Oct; then 1 on 15th, 10+ at Ghallis and | at
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Ghadira on 28 Nov. Daily at Ghadira in Dec with up to 6 an léth and at
least 4 till end af vyear. 3 sightings outside Ghadira 1in Dec: 28+ at

Qawra on 3rd, 7 at Ghallis and 1t at Ghaljn Znuber on 4th.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert
4 at B'Bugla en ! Feb, then up to 4 in Dec at Ghadira decreasing to 1 by

end of year. 3 sightings outside Ghadira in Dec. 7 at Ghajn Znuber on
2nd, § at @awra on 3rd and & at Ghallis on 13th. Feral birds present at

Ghadira all the year.

PINTATL Anas acuta Silfjun
7 sightings of 1-3 from 14 Oct to 23 Nov, but 7 an 2ist and 13 an 22

Oct, both at Ghallis. Singles daily at Ghadira in Dec from 3-27th and at

Delimara and Qawra an 3rd.

GARGANEY Anas querquedula Sarsella Hamra
Two sightings at Qammieh in HMar: 2 on 12th and 15+ on 25th. Than.singles

at Ghadira on 2&6th and 29 Jun and 7 Sep-

SHOVELER Anas clypeata Palettuna
2 on 4-4 May and 8 on 16 Oct at Ghadira. 7 at Ghallis and 1 at Ghadira

on 19 Nov, 11 at Gawra and singles at Ghadira and Delimara on 3 Dec.

POCHARD Aythya ferina Brajmla
2 from 1 Jan to 12 Mar; singles on 25 Oct, B Nov, and from S-14th and

24-31 Dec, but with 2 on 2ZB8th all at Ghadira.

FERRUGINQUS DUCK Aythya nyroca Brajmla t’Ghajnha Bajda
Singles at Ghadira on 14-15 Apr and 19 Nov.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator Serra
4 sightings from 21 Nov to 16 Decy all singles except for & at Ghallis
an 25 Nov. All sightings at Ghallis except for one at M'Xlokk on 25 Nov.

"DUCK sp.™ Anas sp.

7 on 4th and 4 on 1& Feb; on 7 dates in Mar from 12-2%9th, single to low
double figures but 55+ at Qammieh on 12th. 1 on 25 Aug. In autumn, 2 an
8th then on most days from 14 Oct to 13 Dec; single to double figures of
up to SO but 160+ (2 sites) on 14 Oct. ! on 26 Dec. Most autumn records

off the East coast of Malta.

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuccarda

In spring 1 on 11th, then 10 sightings from 22 Apr to 17 May; mostly 1-3
but 11 over B'Kara on 5 May and 7 at Dwejra, Malta an 27 Apr. Un most
days in autumn from 24 Aug to & Oct (daily from 9 Sep to 2 Oct) with a
peak from 19-23 Sep. Single to double figures of up to 45+, but 160+ (3
sites) on 21st, 140+ (3 sites) on 2nd, and 94+ (3 sites) on 23 Sep. 1
on 14 QOct. Most autumn records from Buskett, Nadur (Malta) and Dwejra

(Maltay.

BLACK KITE Milvus migrans Astun Iswed
1 on 24 Mar and 7 sightings of 1-3 on S dates from 1-29 Apr. In autumn 1

on 28 Aug, then 6 sightings on 4 dates in Sep from 9-23 Sep, highest 3
at Nadur/Dwejra (Malta) on 2lst, otherwise 1-2.

SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circastus gallicus Ajkla Bajda

All sightings in Sep: 1 at Dweljra, Malta and Girgenti on 17th and 2 at
Dweijra, Malta and Buskett on 20th were probably same birds. 2 at Buskett
on 22nd and 1 at Dwejra, Malta on 23rd.

MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruglinosus Bughadam Ahmar

1 on 16th and 3 on 19 Feb, then an most days from &6 Mar to 28 Apr
(mostly from late Mar to early Apr and in late Apr). Up to 1S5 on most
days but 20+ at Ramla Valley and 16+ at Dwelira, Malta on 21 Apr. 1-2 on
S dates in May from 3I-2ist. Autumn migration from 24 Aug ta 7 Oct with
most from 15 Sep to 3§ Oct, when daily. Single to double figures of up to
40 but 120+ (3 sites) on 22nd, 90+ (3 sites) on 23rd and 104+ at Buskstt

on 27th.
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HEN HARRIFR Circus cyaneus Bughadam Abjad Prim g
1 male at Owejra, Malta on 11 Apr and ! at Ghadira on 3 Dac.

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus Bughadam Abjad
Single males at Mriehel on 19 Mar, at Ghadira on 23 Sep and at Bahar ic-
Caghag (shot) an 23 Oct.

MONTAGU*S HARRIER Circus pygargus Bughadam Griz

clS at M'Forn on 28 Mar, then 13 sightings on 11 dates in Apr fram 1-
2&6th, mostly 1-3 but 12 at Ghadira on 22nd. Singles in May an Sth and
13th. 1 at Filfla on 23 Oct.

HARRIER Sp Circus sp.

18 sightings o©on 13 dates from @ Mar ta 25 Apr, mainly 1-4 but 8 at
Ghadira on 22 Apr and a passage (no numbers given) on the west coast of
Gozo on 25 Apr. 1 on 28 Aug, 5 sightings of -2 from 4-12 Sep and ! on 4
Nov. Most sightings refer to RING-TAIL HARRIERS.

SPARROWHARNK Accipiter nisus Sparvier

Recorded in singles: in Sep at Buskett on 17th and 21st and at Xemxija
on 27th; in Ozt at Nadur, Malta on 3rd and at Fomm Ir-Rih and Rabat on
14th.

BUZZARD Buteo butea Kuccarda Prima
1 was shot at M'Xlokk on 21 Apr. Singles in Sep at Nadur, Malta on 21st
and at Buskett and again at MNadur, Malta on 22nd.

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE Aquila pomarina Ajkla tat-Tikki
Singles over Grand Harbour on ?th and at Buskett aon 22 Sep.

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraastus pennatus Ajkla tal-Kalzetti
1 light phase, at Nadur, Malta on 23 Sep.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus Arpa

Singles in Apr on 10-12th and 22nd and {n May an 21st. 1 on 28 Aug, then
7 sightings in Sep: an 13th, 19-22nd and 27th, all singles but 4 at
Nadur/Dwejra, Malta on 22nd. Most autumn sightinge at Buskett.

"BROADWINGS"

Singles on 3rd and 6 Apr. In autumn almost daily from 10-30 Sep; up to
17 on mast occassions but 34 on 21st and 32 on 22nd at Buskett highest.
In Oct 3 on 2nd and 1 an 7th.

LESSER KESTREL Falco naumanni Spanjulett Sekond

Singles on gth and 10 Apr and 21 May. In autumn daily sightings of 1-4
from 16-27 Sep, then 4 sightings of singles aon 29-30 Sep. 2 on 2 Oct.
Most autumn sightings fraom Buskett.

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett

1 an 13th and 2 on 31 Jan, and singles an 8th and 24 Feb. In spring
almost daily sightings from § Mar to 17 Apr; mostly 1-6 but 10+ on Gozo
on 20 Mar. Thern 12 sightings from 21 Apr ta 20 May; malnly 1-2 but 4 at
Comino on 23 Apr. 4 sightings of singles from 22 Jul toc S Aug. Again on
most days in autumn fram 2 Sep to 29 Oct (daily from 15-24 Sep and &-19
Gct); in single figures but 20+ at Zurriseq on 2 Oct. Singles on 4 dates
in Nov from 2-26th and on 3 dates in Dac fram 1-26th.

RED-FOOTED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumbrell
Recorded only on spring aigration: singles an 23 Apr, 8th and 14th; and
daily at Ghajn Rihana from 30 May to 2 Jun.

HOBBY Falco subbuteo Seqer tal-Hannlega

In spring 1-2 on 10 dates from 19 Apr to 16 May. In autumn 27 sightings
on 135 dates in Sep from 7-27th (daily 13-24th); mostly 1-6 but <10 at
Buskett on 23rd. 1 on 2nd and 2 an & Oct; and 1 an 12 Nov. Most
sightings at Buskett, Nadur(Malta) and Dwejra(Maltal.

EL.EOGNCORA’S FALCON Falco eleonocrae Bies tar-Regina
Singles at Bingemma on 18 May and at Mosta on 2 Jun. Then singles on
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24th and 28th and 2 on 30 Aug; and 10 sightings of 1-2 in Sep from 35—
23rd. Most autumn records from Buskett and Dwejrat(Malta).

PEREGRINE FALCON Falco peregrinus Bies
Singles at Wied il-Mielah aon 24 Apr, at is-Sanab, Gozo on 24 Jun, and
at Wardija Ft on 19th. and at Buskett on Z3 Sep.

Unidentified FALCONS Falco sp.
2 on 9th and | on 29 Apr, and singles or 3Ird and 12 May. In avtumn 30
sightings of 1-6 from 5 Sep to 8 Oct. Most records refer to Kestrel sp.

QUATIL Coturnix coturnix Summiena

I at Has-Saptan on 13 Feb, then 22 sightings fram 2 Apr to 13 May;
mostly 1-4 but 20+ at Ghajn Tuffieha on 13th and 30+ at Dingli Cliffs on
14 Apr. Most sightings in BGozo. Singles on 29 Jun and 27 Sep, 3 on 9 Oct
and singles agein on 7 Nov and 17 Dec.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus Gallpzz tax—Xitwa

Up to 10 at Ghadira 1in Jan-feb but with max of 13 on 7-9 Jan and 2 Feb;
then 1-5 in Mar to 30th. 1 on 20 Sep, then 1~2 on mpst days from 14 Oct
to .10 Nov; 1 on 17th then up to 3 from 21 Nov to end of year. QOutside
Ghadira, singles on 27 Jan, 8th and 10 Fab, 20 Sep, 2nd and 17 Nov and %
Dec, mo=tly at Lunzjata and Ramla Vallay.

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana Gallozz tat-Tikki

Singles at Ghadira on 22nd and 25 Mar; in Apr 1 at Comino an 2nd, 2 on
14th and singles on & dates from 15-26th at Ghadira, 1 on 7 May. In
autumn anly in singles: on 4 8Sep and 12 sightings from 22 Sep to 1& Oct;
all at Ghadira, except for 5 sightings at Xemxija. 1 again at Ghadira on
16 Nav.

LITTLE CRAKE Porzana parva Gallozz Zghir
Singles at Lunzjata on 16 Feb, at Ghadira and Comino (found dead) on 26
Mar and at Ghadira on 8 May.

MOQRHEN ~ Gallinula chloropus Gallozz Iswed

Daily at Ghadira from Jan to 2 May; moatly up to IS but 20+ on a faw
dates in Mar. 13 sightings cutside Ghadira, mainly in Apr, with max. of
12 at Ghajnsielem, 4 sightings till and of May. On 9 scattered dates in
summer from 20 Jun to 28 Aug from I different sites (indicating
breeding), max 10 at Ghajinsielem on 2 dates. In single figuree daily at
Ghadira from | Sep, with 10-15 on most days from late Oct to end of
year. 12 sightings ocutside Ghadira in Sap, Nov-Dec at Ghajnsielem and
Xemxija.

CooT Fulica atra Tigiega tal-Bahar

Daily at Ghadira fram Jan-Mar where up to 31 wintered. Numbers decrmased
gradually after 11 Mar. Occassional sightings from Ghajnsielem with wup
to S in Jan. Singles regularly in Apr and occassionaly from May-Sap at
above two sites. Again daily at Ghadira from 24 Qct onwards, numhers
gradually increasing from 3 to 27 by mid Dec. 4 sightings of singles
outside Ghadira: at Ghajnsielem on 5Sth and 25 Nov, at Bahar ic-Caghaq on
4th and Msida on S Dec.

CRANE Grus grus Grawwa

Two sightings in Jan with 3 at Dingli on 15th and 4 seen from various
sites in Malta on 22nd. In Feb 5 on 1lst and 17 on 13th at B’'Bugia. 3 at
Ghajn Rihama on 28 Mar. In autumn, 4 at Ghadira on 20 Oct, 4 at M’ Xlokk
on 28 Nov and 2 at Xaghra, Gozo an 13 Dec.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus Gallina tal-Bahar

1l at Hal-Far on 20 May; then Fflock of 30+ at Bahar Ic~Caghag on 21  Jul
and 9 sightings of 1-6 fram 27 Jul te 1 Aug, all at Ghallis except faor |
at Hal-Far on 1 Aug.

BLACK-WINGED. STILT Himantopus himantopus Fras-servient
Usual bird at Ghadira present daily from Jan-Dec, otherwise 1 from 27
Mar to 12 Apr; S an 21 Apr, 4 on 4 Jun; 1 on 18th and flock of 25+ on 2&
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Aug; 8 on 2nd and 3 on 3-4 Bep, all at Ghadira. Two other sightings; 1
at Selmun an 1 Apr and 3 at Ta’Qalil on 27 Jun.

AVOCET Recurvirostra avosetta Xifa
t at Ghadira on 25 Apr and & at Ghallis on 14 Oct.

STONE CURLEW Burhinus ocedicnamus Tallerita
Singles at Bahar ic-Caghaq on 31 Mar and at Mriehel on 2 Apr.

PRATINCOLE Glareola pratincola Parnicjotta
i at Bt.Elmo Pt. on 9 Sep.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius Monakella )

Daily at Ghadira from 1t Mar to 20 May; up to 8 but 10+ on 1& Mar. 3
sightings outside Ghadira from 9-16 Apr. Then singles on S5 days from 27
May to 26 Jun. 1-9 almost daily in autumn from 1 Jul to 4 Oct, with most
in Aug. 2 on 11 Oct. Most sightings at Ghadira with a few from Salina.

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula Monakella Prima

1-3 almost daily from 7-28 May; singles on 1 Jun; 7th and 29 Jul. 1-4
almost daily from ? Aug to 4 Oct. All records at Ghadira except for &
sightings of 1-2 from 13 Aug to 10 Sep mostly at Salina. 1 at Ghallis an
5 Dec.

KENTISH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus Manakella Sagajha Suwed
Singles on & Mar and 10-1t1th and 14-15 Apr at Ghadira. Then singles at
Salina on 31 Jul and 2 Aug and at Ghadira on 26 Aug. 2 on 25th, then
singles daily from 28 Sep to 2 Oct at Ghadira with 1 sighting at Saline
on 28th.

DOTYEREL Charadrius morinellus Birwina
1 at Ta’Cenc on 27 Mar. 8 at Ghallis aon 29 Aug, then 1-4 on 5 dates from
22 Sep to 12 Oct mainly at Nadur, Malta. 3 at Ghallis on | Nov.

GOLDEN PLOVER FPluvialis apricaria Pluviera
2 shot on 24 Oct, then 5 sightings froim 18-26 Nov; .mainly 1-4 but 30+
at Ta'@ali on 19th.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola Pluviera Pastarda
Singles at Gnadira on 10-12th and at M"Xlckk (shat) an 15 May. In autumn
1 at Ghallis an 8th, 1 at Ghadira on 11-13th and 2 at Ghallis on 29 Aug.

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus Venewwa

3 on 1st and ! on 2-4 Jan at Ghadira and 45 at B’'Bugia on 16 Feb. 3
sightings in Nov. 1 at Ghadira on 7th, 17 at Luga on 2ist and I at
Delimara an 23rd; then in Dec, 7 at Ghajn Znuber on 2nd and singles at
Xemxija aon 16th and Ghadira. on 3lst.

KNOT Calidris canutus Girwiel Sagajh Qosra
2 at Ghadira on 4 May.

SANDERL ING Calidris alba Fispisellé Ba jda
1 at Ghadira from 2-8 May.

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta Tertuxa

Daily at Ghadira from 2 Mar to 12 Jun with most in May; up te 35 but 40+
ar 16 May. = other sightings outside Ghadira in Apr-May and 6 sightings
at Salina from 31 May to 13 Jun with 50+ on | Jun highest. 1 on 26 Jun,
then daily €rom 15 Jul to 13 Oct; mainly up ta 25 but 30+ a3t Satina on 3
Aug. Mcstly at Ghadira and Salina. ! at Ghadira from 5-10 Nov.

TEMMINCK™S STINT Calidris temminckii Tertuxa Griza

1-3 almost daily at Ghadira from 22 Apr to 2! May and 1 on 4 Jun. In
autumn singles at Ghadira on 19-20th, at Salina on 28th and again at
Ghadira on 29 Jul; 7th and 9th and 2 on 24 Aug. 1-2 at Balina from 8-12
8ep and singles on 16th and 18 Oct. -

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea Baggazzina Hamra
Singles on 21-22 Mar, 1-4 an 9 dates from 1-27 Apr and up tao 19 daily
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from S5-29 May, all at Ghadira. In autumn 1 on 21st, then 1-5 daily from
27 Jul to 3 Aug and singles on 6th and 13 Aug, and on 10 Sep. Most
records from Ghadira and Salina.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina Beggazzina tat-Tizz

1~5 almost daily from 21 Jul to S Aug, maostly at Salina; then daily at
Ghadira fram &6 Aug to 13 0Oct; mostly up to 11 but 14 on 16 Aug. 12
sightings of 1-7 outside Ghadira, wmostly in Aug. 1-2 daily at Ghadira
fraom 24 Oct to 10 Nov, and 3 at Ghallis on 5 Nov. 1 on 4 Dec.

RUFF Philomachus pugnax Girwiel

1 from 11-19 Feb; then 1-10 almost daily from 8 Mar ta 18 Apr and 1-3 on
mast days Ffrom 1 May to 2 Jun. All at Ghadira except for 3 sightings
with c15 at Luga on 1B-20 Apr highest. In autumn singles daily from 99—
17th, on 19th, 2Bth and 30 Jul; on 6th, 26th, 30th and on 31st. 2 autumn
sightings from Ghadira and Salina.

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus Cinkonja
1 at Ghadira on t Jan; 2 thers on 12th and ! at Comino on 26 Mar, and at
Dwejra, (Malta) on 2& Nov.

SNIPE Gallinago gallinago Bekkacc

Daily from 1 Jan to 2 Apr; usually 1-5 but up to 11 in Mar. 2 on 22 Apr
and singles an 12 Jul, 23 Aug and on 5 days from 1-17 Sep. 1n auvtumn 1-3
almost daily from -5 0Oct to 28 QDec. All at Ghadira except for 10
sightings mostly in Oct-Nov.

GREAT SNIPE Gallinago media Bekkacc ta’ Mejju
Singles at Ghadira on B8th and at Msida on 17 Apr.

wOODCOCK. Scolopax rusticula Gallina
1-2 on 11 days from 18 Oct to 21 Nov, mostly at Bingemma.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica Girwiel Prim
1 at Ghadira from 13-21 Mar.

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurlin Zghir
Singles over Wied il-Luq an 29 Jul, at Delimara on 1st, and at Ghadira
14th and 27-28 Aug.

CURLEW Nemenius arquata Gurlin

1 at Qammieh on 7 Apr and 10 at Ta'Qali on 27 Jun; S sightings from
Ghallis with ! on 10th and 4 on 1l Aug; 1 aon 14 Oct; 4 on 1Bth and 1| on
24 Nov. Singles at Gawra on 3rd and Ghajn Znuber on 4 Dec.

SPOTTED REDSHANYK Tringa erythropus Cuvett
Ontly in singles: at Ghadira on 20-21 Mar, B8th and 22 Apr; then at Salina
on 17 Jul and again at Ghadira on 11 Sep.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus Pluverott

Singles on 12 Feb and 21-27 Mar, and 1-2 from 31 Mar to S Apr, all at
Ghadira. In autumn 2 on 15th and 1-S daily from 21 Jun to 12 Jul; §
sightings of 1-3 in Aug from 9-2ist, 1| on 29 Oct, and & sightings of 1-2
in Nov from &6-28th. All at Ghadira, except for 10 sightings mostly at
Salina in Jun-Jul. 1 daily at Ghadira from 3-31 Dec.

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis Cewcewwa Ighira
1 at Ghadira an 14 Faeb; then 2 sightings in Aug: 2 at Ghadira on 16th
and flock of 18 at Ghallis on 29th.

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia Cawcewwa

1 (dead) at B’Bugia on S Febj; then 1 on 21-27 Mar, 1-4 daily from 3 Apr
to 11 May, and from 4-7 Jun. All at Ghadira except for 2 sightings. 1-2
on most days at Ghadira +rom 5 Jul to 7 Aug with 5 sightings from other
sites. Singles on 1&6th and 29 Aug, 26 Sep and 12 Nov at Ghadira.

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swea jda
1-4 on 1% days, mastly at Ghadira from 3 Mar to 23 Apr (daily 9-18 Mar),
then singles an 19 May, 18th, 2lst and 25 Jun. In autumn on most days
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fraom 17 Jul to § Sep; moestly 1-2 but 3 at Ghadira on 16 Aug; singles.an
4 days from 25 Sep to 14 Oct and on 12 Nov. Most autumn records at
Ghadira.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glarecla Pespus tal-Bahar

{ an 27 Feb, then 1-4 on most days from 7 Mar to 4 Apr and daily from a
Apr to 1! May when mostly up to &, but 15+ on 14 May; singles from 19-22
May. All at Ghadira except for 6 sightings. In autumn almost daily fraom
1 Jul to 2 Sep; mostly up to 8 but 22 on 17th and 40+ on 19 Jul and 70+
on 20 Aug, all at Salina. 1-2 on 7 days from 17-29 Sep and 1 on 21 Oct.
Most autumn records at Ghadira and Salina.

COMMON SANDPIFER Actitis hypoleucos Beggazzina tar-Rokka

1 at Salina on 22 Feb; then 1-é6 almost daily from 30 Mar to 146 May,
mastly at Ghadira. Singles an 4 days from 10-22 Jun and almost daily
from 2 Jul ta & Oct, with a peak in Aug. Mostly in single to low double
figures af up to 25, but 40+ at Ghallis on 4th and 30+ at Salina ocn
20th, both in Aug. Single on 4 days in Nov from 4-29th. Mast autumn
sightings at Ghadira, Salina and around the cosast.

TURNSTONE Arenaria I[nterpres Monakella Imperjali
3 sightings in May: 4 at Wied il-Ghajn on 15th and singles at M’ Xlokk on
t6th and at Ghadira on 19th.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gawwi ja Rasha Sewda

| released at Ghadira on 26 Feb remained till end of year and another
released on 4 Apr stayed till 8 Jun; otherwise on 16 dates from 2 Jan to
& Apr, mostly up to & but 100+ at Zongar Pt. on Sth and 50+ at Rinella
on 26th, both in Mar. ! on 2nd, then on 14 days from 15 Oct to & Dec;

mostly 1-8 aoff the coast.

LITTLE GULL {arus minutus Gawwi ia Zghira

2 crn 2?2 Jar and ¥ on t Feb at B'Bugia, then daily at Ghadira from 8 Feb
to 2 Apr mostly 1-2 with 3 on 11 Feb. 7 sightings outside Ghadira with
singles at Msida from B-10 Feb and 16-18 Mar, and 2 at Bozo on 30 Mar. 5
sightings in Dec from 2-31st; mostly 1-2 but S at Ghadira an Ilst.

BLACK-HEADED GUILL Larus ridibundus Gawwi ja Rasha Kannella

Wintering in double to low treble figures of up toe 150 in Jan-Mar,
mostly {n harbours and around the coasts. 1-2 at Ghadira from 13-17 May,
singles on 13 Jun, 18th and 27 Jul and 3 Aug. Than 2 at Ghallis on 16
Sep and from 8 Oct onwardse whare mostly in double figures. Highest
numbers from late Nov to mid Dec with, treble figures (Highest 500+ at
Rinella an 10 Dec) on a faw days.

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus geneli Gawwi ja Gaddumha Rqiq

Singles at Ghadira on 4 Jun, at Ghallis an 14 Aug and again at Ghadira
an 6 8Sep. 3 sightings of singles in Oct: at Ghallis an 21st and 28th,
and at St.Elma Pt on 30th. Two sightings in Nov at Ghallis with 2 on 4th
and 1 on 17th. !

COMMDN GULL Larus canus Gawwi fa Sekonda
A Ffirst winter bird at Cirkewwa on 4 Cac.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus Gawwija Dahra Iswed

Two sightinge in Mar: 2 at Ghadira on 19th and 3 at RQammieh an 24th.
Again 2 at Ghadira on 16 Apr and 1 at Blue 6Grotto aon 8 May. Then 2 an
14th and 1t on 22 Sep, ! an 14th and 3 on 23 Oct and 6 sightings of 1-3
from 3~-27 Dec mostly off the east caast of Malta.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL {.arus cachinnans Gawwi ja Prima
Present all the year with fewer sightings in Jul-Aug. Highest numbers
away from colonies during Jan-May and Oct-Dec: mastly up to 40. Highest
numbers at Filfla colony where 250+ estimated in Jun.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus Gawwlja Prima Sagajha Roza
1 at Sliema on 17 Dct.
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GULQIELLEED TERN Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa Geddumha Ohxon

6119 ant Comino on 21 May, at Ghadira on 13th and 21 Jun at Balina on

& Jui’at 9 at Ghallis on 29 Aug and 28 Sep; 2 in Goza channel on I?th

rand d an St.Andrews on 22 Oct; 1 at Armier on 27 Nov; and 2 at Ghadira
9 1 at Ghallis on 13 Dec.

AN T
CQSSIGhad$RN Sterna caspia Cirlewwa Prima 3-
32 hd @ 9n 8 Jun; 2 at Ghallis on 26 Aug. | also at Ghallis en 2
24th < at Ghadira on 30 Sep.

1CH
sANDW 2 TE RN Cirlewwa Tax—Xitwa g
1 anand : and 2 on 19 Mar at Qammieh. Singles at Delimara on ! Aug an

11 Dec ®rbour on 7 Sep, followed by 12 sightings of 1-5 from 15 Oct
mostly at Ghallis.

Sterna sandvicensis

LITTLE.IERN Zghira

i

one :aOHYQ from 28 Apr  to 2 May but 2 an 30 Apr; then singles at tw?
EQtﬁhadir: May, 2 on 1 Jun and singles on 27 Jul, 12th and 15 Aug. Al
st G

1ina aon \7E“CeDt for two sightings: at St.Thamas Bay on 5 May and at
Sa ~ Jul.

Sterna albifrons Cirlewwa

- TER

ELAC*Ghal? Chlidonias niger Cirlewws ZSewda

2 at -nd s an 2 Aug; then on 3 dates in Sep with 4 at St.Thomas Bay on

zrd, “ingles at M’Scala on 4th and at Ghallis on 15th.
“WIN -

WHITE hadSED BLACK. TERN Chlidonias leucopterus Cirlewwa tal—Gewnah Abjad

1 at ‘Fa gn 17-18 May.

+MARSH TERjG.

Pt
Twcjgightihgs in Oct with 4 off Bt.Andrews on 22nd and 8 off §t.Elmo
on )

OVE
ROCK glen . Columba livia Tudun tal—-Gebal
2 at 9 an 18 Sep.

ED
COLLARIEHDDVE Streptopelia decaoccto Gammiema tal-Kullar
1 at X 9 on g Sep.
waoD PIGEQp,

Columba palumbus Tudun tas-Sigar
gingleS 8pq,

®d shot at Siggiewi on 12th and 19 Oct.
TURTLE DOVE

srd Streptopelia turtur Gammimma X lar
on - And t on 9th, then daily from 14 Apr to 11 May, with regu -t
2igMtiM9% ti17 26th. Mostly in single to double figures of up te 40, bu
70+ 17 20 on 19th and 100+ at Zebbug, Gozo on 22nd. A few birds on
most 93Y5 €rony in to 5 Aug, mostly 1-3 but 4 at Girgenti on @ Jul. In
autUTg’ *lmost daily From 31 Aug ta 24 Sep (most in early Sep); 10
sing

500+  double Ffigures of up to 50, but 100+ at Dwejra, Gozo on 7eh
and

KEQ%t Wied il-Lug on 9 Sep. Then 5 on 1st and 4 on 2 Oct. Most
autum?® Ords from Buskett.

CUCKDD D“Culus canarus Dagquga Kahla

RECOrTEanzh 10th and 21 Mar; 11 sightings from 15 Apr to 8 May; 10 Jun,
29 Ju 4-5 Aug. Always singles.

WL
gARN %wejr Tyto alba Barbagann
1 at 8, Gozo on 14 Sep.

W
SCOP?BS Eh Otus scops Kokka . s
sing 10th and 13th and 5 at Zebbug, Gozo on 22 Apr. 1 on 22 ep,

i . 3
thenlgth 9 tings in Oct with 10+ at Bingemma on lst and singles on 6th
and )

gHORT-EARED o
] at GDZD [n 30
Ghallis ON 5,

Asio flammeus Kokka tax~Xaghri £
Mar. Singles at Bingemma and at Wied Znubar an lst, 3 2
nd and 1 at Filfla on 23 Oct; and | off Rinella on 16 Nov.
LONG‘EARED DL

Asjo otus Qattus
-ted
1 repol

Shot at I1-Qaws in mid-Nav.
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NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus eurapgaeus Buqraijq

Singles at Bingemma on 7 Apr and B8 May. In avtumn 13 sightings on 11
dates from 1S5S Sep to & Oct; mostly 1-2 but 3+ at Wied il-Lug on 1 Oct
and c4 at Lunzjata on 13 Sep. Most sightings at Buskett and Dwejra,
Malta.

SWIFT Apus Apus Rundun

Almast daily fram 16 Mar +to 27 Sep; mostly in double figures but treble
figures on a few dates with 3I00+ at Dwejra, Malta on Z1 Jul and at
Ghallis on 14 Aug, 250+ at Bingemma on 7 Apr and 200+ at Dingli on 1é&
Sep highest counts. Four sightings of singles in Oct: on Ilst, &th, 12th
and 21st.

PALLID SWIFT Apus pallidus Rundun Kannelli
Singles at Siggiewi on 31 Mar, at Ghadira on 7th and at Comino on 23
Apr. B8 at Wied Il1-Mielah an 1S Jun.

ALPINE SWIFT Apus melbas Rundun Zaggqu Bajda

3 on 28 Mar, then B8 sightings from 1 Apr to 21 May: in singles, but 2 at
Zebbug, Gozo on 24 Apr. Singles on 20 Jun and on 135th and 31 Aug, than
10 sightings of 1-2 in Sep from 9-30th mostly at Buskett. 4 at Buskett
and 3 at Bingemma on 10 Oct.

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis Ghaasfur ta’ San Martin

1-2 daily at Ghadira fram 1 Jan to 5§ Apr, with only 1 sighting outside
Ghadira on 31 Jan. In autumn singles on 24th and 30 Jul, then 1-2 daily
at Ghadira from & Aug to 10 Nov and 23 other sightings cutside Ghadira
mostly in Sep and in singles but 2 in Gozo on Bth. Most sightings at
Xemxija. Then again at Ghadira with 1 from 20 Nov tao and of year.

BEE-EATER Merops apiaster Qard in—Nahal
in Apr, singles on Sth and 18th and 50+ at Gozo at the begining of the
manth (no date given). Then 4 an 12th and 1 on 24 May, and singles at
Ghadira on 2nd and 9 Jun. In autumn 10 sightings on S dates from 2-24
Sep; mostly 1-3 but c24 at Buskett on 16&6th.

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug
Singles at Zebbug and Dabrani, both in Goza, on 24 Apr, and at B’Bugia
(shot) in late Sep.

HOQPGE Upupa epops Dagguga tat-Toppu

In spring 32 sightings on 21 days from S Mar to 1?2 Apr; mostly 1-3  but
12+ at Gammieh on 28th and 9 in Gozo on 30 Mar. Then singles on 8th and
12 May and on 10 Jul. In autumn, 17 sightings, on 14 dates from 12 Aug
to 10 Sep; usually 1-3 but 4 at Is—-Sannab on 19 Aug. Singles on 1lst, 3rd
and 7 Oct.

WRYNECK Jynx torquilla Bulebbiet

1-2 an several days in Jan to mid Mar at 3 sites, then 25 sightings of
1~2 on 19 dates from 20 Mar to 24 Apr. In autumn 1 on 7th, then almast
daily from 13 Sep to end of vyear from various localities. Peak between
late Sep and mid Nov. Usually 1-3 but 4+ at Wied il-Lug on a faw days in
Gct-Nov.

SHORT-TOED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla Bilbla

1 on 20th, then present at various breeding sites in the islands from 26
Mar to 20 Sep with a few irregularly till the end of maonth. Migrants
most evident during Apr-May and Aug-Sep; wusually up to 50 but treble
figures from Gaza on 4 dates 1 in Jun, 3 in BSep, highest 500+ at
Sarraflu on 7 Sep, otherwise 100-150. Late bird an 13 Oct.

WOODLARK Ltullula arborea Cuqlajta
S on Filfla on 27 Oct.

SEYLARK Alauda arvensis Alwetta

Wintering in smali numbers (highest sightings of 13) in Jan-Feb but 350+
at Wied il-Mielah on 12 Feb. Migration not very evident in Mar when in
single figurzs but S0+ an  9th and 22 on 12th. 2 on 2nd and singles on a
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few days from 14 Ap-  tc 22 May. Autumn migration from 2 Oct when almost
daily till 22 Nov; highest numbers in Oct when mostly in double figures
of up tao 80, bu% 120+ at Ghallis on 13th and 200+ at Filfla on 23rd. In
single figures till end of year.

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia Hawniefa tax—-Xtut

1 on 26th and 10 on..31 Mar, then almest daily - from 8 -&pr-to 20 May when
mostly in double figures, but treble Figures on a few dates, highest
500+ at Ramla Vallay on 19 Apr and at Ghajn Rihana on 4-3 May. 5 from 2
sites on 31 May and singles on 13th and 20 Jun. In autumn 1 on 18th and
2 on 30 Aug, then almost daily from 2 Sep to 12 Oct with a peak in mid
Sep. Single to double figures with max aof &0+ at Buskett on 12 Sep. 2 on
15th and 1 on 22 Qct, and on 3 dates in Nov with 1 on 2nd, 4 on 19th and
1 on 25th.

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica Huttafa

Singles on 7-8th, 10th and 2 on 15th, than daily from 18 Mar to 13 May
and with regular sightings till 21 Jun. Peak from mid Apr to early May
when mostly in treble figures, max 600, but 1500+ at Ramla Valley on 29-
30 Apr. 1-2 at Marsa on 23 Jul and 1-5 an 10 dataes from 21 Aug to 7 Sep,
then daily from @ Sep to 29 Oct with a peak from mid Sep to early Oct,
when mostly in treble figures, max 500 an 15 Sep and & Oct and BOO+ at
Nadur /Dwejra, Malta on 23 Sep. In Nov, 8 sightings of 1-5 from 3-19th
and | on 3 Dec.

RED~-RUMPED SWALLOW  Hirundo daurica Regina tal-Huttaf

Singles at Qammieh on 19-20th and 4 at Marsalforn on 23 Mar. In Apr, 1
on 10th and 5 sightings From 4 sites an 14-16th, mainly 1-4 but up to 50
at Ramla Valley aon 14-15th, then singles on 23rd and 29th at Gaozo.

HOUSE MARTIN Delichaon urbica Hawwiefa

1 on 12 Jan. Singles on 15th and 20th, then almost daily from 23 Feb to
1 Jun with most from early Apr to early May. In single to double figures
but 150+ at Bingemma on 7th and 100 at Ramla Vallaey on 15 Apr, and at
Dwejra, Malta on 4 MAy. 1 on 8th, I on 13th and 1 an 20 Jun. In autumn
singles an Sth and 9th, than almost daily from 12 Sep to 20 Oct when in
single to double figures of up to SO+ but 150+ an 23rd and 100 on 24 Seap
at Buskett and 100+ at Nadur, Malta on & Oct. S on 28 0Oct, 2 on 4th and
5 on 12th. Singles at Ghadira on 3-4 Dec.

TAWNY PIPIT Anthus campestris Bilblun

In spring ! on 20th, then 18 sightings from 28 Mar to 1 May; mostly 1-2
but S5 at Ta’Cenc on 10 Apr. In autumn 21 sightings from 31 Aug to 2 COct;
mostly 1-6 but 20+ at Zurrieq on 2 Oct.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis Dizz

Singles on 4th, 11th and 17th, then daily from 19 Mar tag 5 May; mostly
in single to medium double figures, but 400+ on 1lth and 150+ on 12 Apr,
both at Dwelira, Malta. Singles on 3 dates from 10-21 May. In autumn,
singles on 24th  and 26th, then almost daily from 31 Aug to 30 Oct with
most in Sep. Usually up to 11, but 50+ at Dwejra, Gozo on 7 Sep and up
te 2S5 orm 1-2 Oct. 1| on 21 Nav.

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis Pespus

Mostly in  low single figures in Jan-Feb with max of 50+ gn 3 dates.
Return passage evident in Mar with an increase in sightings but anly max
of 5 an 20th. A Ffew till 10 Apr and 1 on 11 Jun. 8ingles from 12-15th,
then daily from 17 Oct onwards with a peab Ffram late Oct to late Nov;
cccasianaly in high double figqures, max 100+ at Ghallis on 4 Nov.
Usually in low double figures in Dec, but SO+ aon 24th.

RED-THROATED PIPIT Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar

On most days in Apr from 4-29th, usually 1-3 but 10+ at Ghajn Rihana on
l4th. Mostly at Ghadira. Six sightings of 1-3 from 2-24 Oct and 1 on 19
Nov.

WATER PIPIT Anthus spincletta Dizz ta” L-1lma

At Ghadira 1-2 daily in Jan—-Feb to 17th and 1 @n 26th. Again singles on
20-21st and 29 Nov. At Ghallis singles aon Sth, Bth, and 1& Dac.
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YELLOW WAGTAIL Motacilla flava Iefar

1 on 27 Fab, and 1-2 on 4 dates from 4-13th, then daily from 18 Mar to 3
May with most in Apr. Maostly in double figures, max 80, but 400+ on 1%th
and 150+ on 15 Apr, bath at Ghajn Rihana. 1-3 on most days from 8-31
May. 10 sightings of singles in Jun-Jul, mostly at Ghadira. In autumn 1
an 2nd, than daily from 10 Aug to B DOct, with most from early Sep to
early Oct wherr in low treble figures on maost days. Max 200+ at Ghadira
an 25 Sep. 1-20 almast daily from 10-26 Oct.

GREY WALGTAIL Motacilla cinarea Zakak tad-Dell

Wintering birds frequently sighted from a few areas in Jan-Mar to 15th,
usually 1-2 but 5 at Wied il-Mielah an 12 Feb. In autumn daily from 22
Sep with a peak from early Oct to early Naov; in single figuras with max
of & atft Bingemma on &6 Oct. Lese frequent in Dec with 1-2 from a few
sites.

WHITE WAGTAIL Motacilla alba Zakak Abjad

.Single te low double figures with max of 30 in Jan-Mar, but c.&00 at
Valletta on 24 Jan were roasting birds (na proper counts). An  increase
in sightings in Mar due to migrants. 1-2 on a few days in Apr tao 15th.
In autumn,! an 24 Sep, then daily from 4 Oct, with most from mid Oct to
mid Dec; usually <eingle to double figures aof up to 50, but 300+ an
Filfla on 23rd, and 200+ at Valletta (roosting birds) on 24-26 Oct.
Smaller numbers till end of year.

WREN Troglodytes troglodytes Bumistur
1 at Wied l-Isperanza on 13th and 25 Dec.

DUNNDCH Prunella modularis Ziemel

Up ta 10 daily at several sites in Jan—-Mar to 22nd with mast ia Jan. 1
on 16 Jul. In autumn, 2 an 11th, then daily from 16 Oct to end of year
with a peak from late Oct to late Nov when usually up ta 20.

RGBIN Erithacus rubecula Pitirross

Single o doukle figures (max 80) in Jan-Mar but 100+ at Bingemma on 1B
Feb and at Buskett on 6 Mar. Almost daily in Apr with.max of 10 an 7th,
otherwise 1-3. Singles on 12 dates in May-Jun and on most days in  Jul-
Aug when usually 1-3 but .9 at Buskett on 23 Aug. Other sightings
mostly from Bingemma. Single figures fram 1| Sep reaching double figures
from the 19tk when daily ti1l1l1 end of year. Highest numbers between early
Oct and late Nov with max of 100 on several dates, mastly at Bingemma
but 200+ on Filfla an 27 Oct. Smaller numbers in Dec, max 60.

NIGHTINGALE tuscinia megartiynchos Razin jol

Daily frem 29 Mar tog 17 Apr with max of 15 at Bingemma on 11 Apr,
atterwise 1-10. Then -4 an 3 dates fraom 22 Apr to 21 May. In autumn on
most days firzm 1S Aug ta 7 Oct - daily from 7-25 Sep and 30 Sep-7 Oct.
Mostly in low deuble figures, with mar of 20 at Bingemma on 1B Sep.

BLUETHROAT Luscinlia svecica Kudirrass Blu

In spring singles at Xemxija o©n 26 Feb, and at_ Ghadira on 2nd and at
Xemxija on Sth and 14 Mar. In autumn singles at Ghadira on 15th and 18
Sep; then 11 sightings of 12 on 9 dates from 17 Oct and 22 Nov, all at
Ghadira except +For singles at Xemxija on 17 Oct and | Nov and 2 at
Lunzjata on 21 Oct. 1 daily at Ghadira in Dec from 7-31lst.

BLACK REDSTART Phoenicurus achruros Kudirross Iswed

Wintering in suitable areas in Jan-Mar to 2é6th, highest 25+ on 4th and
15+ on 19 Feb at Cumnija, othaerwise up to 12. Smaller numbers Iin Mar. In
autumn { on 17th, then daily from 19 Oct; mostly in single figures but
10-15 on a few dates from late Oct to late Nov. An exceptional fall took
place on Filfla on 23 Oct with 150+ counted. Smaller numbers in Dec.

REODSTART Phosnicurus phoenicurus Kudirross
2 an 26 Mar, then 25 sightings of 1-3 on 19 dates from & Apr to 21 May
(most in Apr}. In autumn singles on S dates from 19 Aug ta 10 Sep, then

daily from 15 Sep ta 7 Oct with max of 20 at Wied 1l-Lugq on 2! Sep,
otherwise 1-15. On 7 dates +from 12-22F Oct; mostly 1-2 but 10+ gn Filfla
aon 23rd. 1 on 7 Nov.
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WHINCHAT Saxicola rubetra Bucagg tas—Silla

Almdst daily sightings in spring from 2 Apr to 21 May with peak between

late Apr and early May. Mostly 1-10 but 2S5+ at Ta'Cenc an 29 Apr and 20+

at Gnejna on 7 May. In autumn, 12 sightings of 1-3 on 8 dates from 7-24
:Sep, arid 2 on lst and 1| on 146 Oct.

STONECHAT Saxicola torquata Bucaqg tax-Xitwa

Up to 10 at various sites In Jan-Mar to 20th. Autumn migration from 3
Oct, with highest numbers between esarly Oct and late Nov. Usually up to
30 but an exceptional fall took place on Fi{lfla on 23 Oct with 200+
counted. In single figures in Dec.

WHEATEAR Oenanthe cenanthe Kuda

Almost daily in spring from 11 Mar to 25 Apr with a peak in latae Mar:
Max of 30 at Qammieh on 27th and in“Goza (2 sites) on 29th, otherwise 1-
15. 1 on 10 May. In autumn almost daily sightings from 12 Aug to 7 Oct,
with most in Sep; highest 35+ in Gozo (2 sites) on 19 Sep ctherwise 1-—
12. 1-2 on 4 dates in QOct from 14-20th and ! on 3 Nov.

BLACK-FEARED WHEATEAR Jenanthe hispanica Kuda Dumnikana
1 on 1Bth, then 9 sightings of 1-2 from 30 Mar to 10 Apr and I on 23

Apr. In avtumn S from Sarraflu area and ! at Tal-Gordan aon 19 Sep, and 1
on 7 Oct.

ISABEL . INE WHEATEAR Oenarnthe isabellina Kuda Izabellina
1 at Ghajr Barrarmi on 28 Mar.,

ROCK THRUGH Monticola savatilis Ganbublu

Cn 2 dates in Apr with 1-3 from 4-16th, then | on &6 May all at bwe jra,
Malta and Ic-Cumniia. In Sep 2 at Gozo on B8th and 1 at Nadur, Malta an
23rd.

LUE ROCK THRYUSH Monticola salitarius Merill

Present and breeding along cea <cliffs. Usually up to 10 at any one

locality. Higrker numbers in  Aug-Nov with max of 20 at Is-Sanab, Gozo aon
19 Auy. A few also inland at this time.

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula Malvizz Iswed
Daily sightings, mostly at Ghadira, in Jan-Feb to 2ist where max of 4 an
10 Jan and 3 at Buskaett on 26 Jan. Singles on 3rd and 11 Mar. In autumn

frequent sightings of 1-3 from 19 Oct to 26 Dec, mostly at Bingamma and
Buskett.

FIELDFARE Turdus pilaris Malvizzun tal-Qtajja’ R
4 at Dwejra, Malta on ist and 1-2 on S days Ffram 13-31 Jan; then 1| an
Ist and 4 at Buskett on 10 Feb. 1 at Ghadira on S Dec.

SONG THRUSH Turdus philomelos Malvizz

Up to 10 wintering in suitable aresas in Jan-Mar to 29th  but 50+ at
Buskett on 26 Feb and 15+ at Comino on 2& Mar. Morae frequent sightings
1n Mar due to migrants. 1-2 on 3 dates till 14 Apr. 10 mightings oFf
singles in Jun-Jul mostly at Buskett and Bingemma and 1-2 on 4 dates
from 26 Aug to 30 Sep. In avtumn, daily from 4 Oct to end of year with
most from mid Oct to mid Nov, max 250+ on Filfla on 23 Oct and a passage
(no  numbers given) at Owejra, Malta on 1% ODct otherwise up ta 50.
Smaller numbers in Dec, with up to 15 at Bingemma.

REDWING Turdus iliacus Malvizz Ahmar

18 sightings of 1-4 from 4 Jan to 8 Fab but 8 at Lunzjata on last date;
then 1 on 19 Feb. Most sightings at Ghadira. in autumn singlea on 14
Gct, 11 Nov, 4-6th and 17 Dac.

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim
Few (no numbers given) reported at various sites on 15 Nov.

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cetti Baghal ta’ L-Gholllig
Breeding as wusual in suitable areas. An increase in numbers after Jun

with max of 1S5 at San Martin Valley on 6th and 12 at Wied il-tug on 15
Jul.
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FAN-TAILED WARBLER Cisticala Jjuncidis Baghal ta’ L-Imrewha

Widespread and commonly breeding. Higher numbers between May and Oct
when mostly in low double figures of up to 30. Smaller numbers in Jan
and Deac.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER Locustella naevia Baghal tal-Guratt

1 at Xemxija on 5 Oct.

SAVI’S WARBLER Lacustella luscinioides Baghal Ahmar

Singles at Xemxija on 29th and 31 Oct and | Nov and at Wied il-lLug on

ath, the latter being

MOUSTACHED WARBLER

Lunz jata on 21 Qct and at Ghadira

from F—-1Sth.

SEDGE WARBLER
Almost daily in spring from
early May. Highest c.Z0 at Xemxija on
singles an Bth and 22 Sep and 1-2 on
Ghadira.

MARSH WARBLER Acrocephalus palustris
1 at xemxija on 26 Oct.

REED WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Only two sightings in spring: singles
autumn singles on 7 days from 22 Jul
19 Aug to 21 Oct, with most sightings
at Wied {1-Lug on 27 Aug. Singles at
22 Nov.

GREAT REED WARBLER
1~3 almast daily in spring
from 18 May to S5 Jun.
Wied {l-Lugq on 1 Jul, then singlaes on
on 4 datas in Oct to 3ist.

from 3

ICTERINE WARBLER
Almost daily in May from
Comino on 21st and 15+
days from 12 Aug to 24 Sap,

Hippolais icterina
7-22nd with

DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata
Singles at Qammieh on 30 Jan,
at Ghallis on 27 Dec.

at

SPECTACLED WARBLER
A slight increase in sightings

Acrocephalus melanopogon
Singles at Lunzjata on 3 Feb and at Xemxija on 16 Mar.
on 21-22

Acrocephalus schoenchaenus
4 Mar to 21

Acrocephalus arundinaceus
Apr to 10 May
Most spring sightings at Ghadira

at 2 other sites on 20-21st.

Sylvia conspicillata
evident over receant yedrs with most from

raleased at Ghadira where still present on 146th.

Baghal Qastni
Again singles at

Nov and on 4 dates in Dec

Baghal tas-Simar

May with most from early Apr to

22 Apr, otherwise 1-10. In autuan
& dates from 1-26 Oct, mastly at
Baghal ta” 1-Aghdajjar

Baghal tal-Gasab
at Xemxija on 9 Apr and 3 May. In
to 1S Aug, then almost daily from
in B8ep. In single figures but c.10
Xemxi ja on 5 dates from 27 Oct to

Prim

1-2 on most days
and Xemxija. 1 at
Aug to 20 Baep and

Baghal
and

11 dates from 20

Bekkafik Isfar

26 sightings of 1-3, but 40+ at
In autumn 1-2 on 17
mostly at Bingemma and Wied il-lLugq.
Baghal tax-Xaghri
S5t.Elmo Pt. (breakwataer) on 23 Oct and

Bufula Hamra

Mar-Apr and Sep-Dec. Mostly in single figures but 10+ at Munxar an 14
May. More commonly sighted in Gozo.

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cantillans Bufula Passajra

2 on 3rd, then almost daily from 18 Mar to 15 Apr; mostly 1-3 but 35+
from 2 sites in Goza on 28th and 15+ at Dwejra, Gozo on 29 Mar and at
Comino on 2 Apr. 3 on 27 Apr. In autumn almost daily from 8 Jul to 18
Oct with a peak from early Aug ta late Sep, when daily. In =single to low

double figures aof up to 3I5+,

SARDINIAN WARBLER
Commonly breeding resident

LESSER WHITETHROAT Sylvia curruca
Singles at Ghadira on Bth
on 21 Jct.

WHITETHRDAT
Almast daily

Sylvia communis
in spring fraom 8 Apr

43

Sylvia melanocephala
in the Lhree

with 40 at Wied il-Lug on 2 Sep highest.

Bufula Sewda
islands.

Bekkafik Irmiedi
and at Xemxija on 27 Sep and again

at Xemxija

Bekkafik Ahmar
to 21 May;

mostly 1-15, but 25+ on @
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Apr and 40+ on 2! May at Comino. In autumn 1 on 20 Aug, then 7 sightings
of 1-2 Fraom 2 Sep to 1 Oct, mostly at Wied il-Lug.

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia bhorin Bekkafik

Spring migraticn from 18 Apr -when - almost -daily till 4 Jun. ~Highest
Aumbers in May when mostly in double figures of up to 50+ but 70-80 on
21-22rnd  at Bingemma. Singles at two sites on 24 Jun and 1 Jul. In
autumn, almost daily from 13 Aug to 19 Oct with most from late Aug to
garly Oct when mostly in double figures of up to 350, but c.150 on @th
and c¢.100 an 2nd in Sep and 70+ on ! Oct all at Wied 11-Lug, singles on
25th ard 29 Oct, 7 on 2nd and 1 aon 15 Nov.

BLACKCAP Sylvia atricapilla Kapinara

Daily In Jan-Mar when mostly in high double figures from a few sites
mainly Buskatt, Bingemma and Has-Saptan. Highest 100+ at Bingemma on 4th
and 18 Feb and at Buskett on 26 Feb and 6 Mar. 1-3 on a few days in Apr
till 22nd and singles at two sites on 7 May. First autumn sighting on 8
Sap, when in singla figures till 30th, after which on most days in Oct-
Dec; highest 25+ on 1 Oct and 20-30 on 26-31 Dec at Wied il-lLug;
otherwise 1-10.

ARCTIC WARBLER Phyl loscopus borealis Violin ta’ L-Artiku
1 caught and ringed at Zebbug, Gozo on 4 Nov.

BONELL IS WARBLER - Phylloscopus bonalli Vijolin Bajdani
1 at Wied i1~ Lug on 10 Sep.

WOOD WARBLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix Vjolin Hadrani

Daily sightings in spring from 7 Apr to 11 May with most in mid-late
Apr; highest 20 at Xemxija on 22nd, otharwise 1-15. 10 sightings of 1-5
from 14-29 May and 1 on 3 Jun. In autumn singles on 3rd, 23rd and 27
Aug, then 19 sightings of 1-3 from 2 Sep to 7 Oct with most from 17-24
Sep. On & days from 17-29 Oct, mostly 1-2 put 10+ on Filfla on 23rd.

CRIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybita Violin tax=Xitwa

In low treble figures on a few dates in Jan-Feb with max 200 at Chadwick
l.ake on 19 Jan and 100-150 on 4 dates in fFab, otherwlise up to &0
alsewhere. High double figures in early Mar reducing gradually with last
sightings on 3lst. In autumn 1-5 on S dates from 4-12th, then daily from
17 Oct to end of year. Higher numbers from late Oct, with max of 150 on
Filfla an 23 Oct, otherwise in single to medium double figures of up to
S0 on 3 dates in Dec.

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus trochiflus Vjolin Pastard

Almost daily sightings in spring from 18 Mar to 17 May with highest
numbers in Apr, max 20 at Ghadira and Xamxija on 7-8th, otherwise 1-15.
2 singing at Ghar Lapsi on 11 Jun. in autumn 4 on 20th, then daily from
26 Aug to 17 Oct with a peak from late Sep to early Oct. Mostly 1-10 but
20+ at Salina on 27th and 15 at Xemxija on 30 Sep. Then 1-5 on & dates
from 20-29 Oct but 10+ on Filfla on 23rd. 1 on 4 Nav.

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Qamar

Singles on 11th and 20-21 Jan; 1-6 on S dates from 7-24 Feb and 1 on 5
Mar. On most days in autumn from 15 Oct to end of year with most from
late Oct-mid Dec. Mostly 1-6 but 15+ on Filfla on 23 Oct. Most sightings
at Bhadira.

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-Toppu Ahmar
Singlies on 2nd and 28 Jan; | on 7th and 2 an 10 Feb; and on 14 Mar. On
most days from 18 Oct-14 Dec; mostly 1-3 but 5 at Ta’Pinu on 20 QOct.

GOLDCREST/FIRECREST Regulus regulus/ignicapillus

% sightings from 1& Jan to 11 Mar; mostly in singles but 4 at Buskett on
21 Jan. In autumn from 12 Oct to 29 Dec; mostly 1-5 but 6-10 at Buskett
on 25-26 Dec.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-Tikki

! on 23rd, then almost dsily from 26 Apr to 22 May, mostly (-5 but 20+
at Comino anc PRingemma on 2! May. Singles on 4 dates from 1-17 Jun. In
autumn 1 cn 2lst, then !-T on most days from 25 Aug to 7 Oct. 1-2 at

Ghadira from 24-30 Dct.
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RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER Ficedula parva Zanzarell 8Sidru Ahmar
Singles at Ghadira on 12th, 17th and 19 Oct and at Bingsmma on 3 Nov.

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficedula semitorquata Zanzarell tal-Lvant
1 male at Gnajna Bay on 7 May.

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Ficeduls albicallis Zanzarell tal-Kullar
10 sightings from 2 Apr to 7 Hay: singles but 2 at Pieta on 26 Apr. 1 at
B8ingemma an 23 Qct.

PIEDO FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell Iswad

Almost deaily in spring from 9 Apr to 10 May when in single Ffigures, max
8 at Pieta on 27th, 1 on 22 May. In autumn, 1-3 on 20 dates from 20 Aug
to 29 Sep, with most from 10-24 Sep.

PENDULINE TIT Remiz pendulinus Pendulin

Singles on 16 days from 2 Jan ta 22 Feb, then 1-3 on 3 days from 1-8
Mar, all at Ghadira. In autumn, S5 on 28 Oct then almost daily wsightings
in Nov-Dec; usually 1-6 but 15+ at Xemxija on 15 Nov and 8-10 at Ramla
Bay on 7-8 Dexz. Other sightings mostly at Ghadira and Lunzjata. Also
single sightings at Ghajn Barrani and Ghajn Rihana.

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus aoriclus Tajra Safra

Almast daily in spring from 21 Apr to 23 May with peak in gparly May. In
single figures of up to & but 10+ at Zebbug, Gozo on 3 May, them 3
sightings of singles on 3-4 Jun. In autumn S sightings of 1-2 on 4 dates
from 27 Aug to 10 Sep.

RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio Kaccamendula Hamra

Singles at Bingemma on 3rd and at Wied Dalam on 11 Jun. In autumn
singles at Wied il-Lug on 20th and at Bingemma on 26-27 Aug, six
sightings orn 5 dates in Sep from 19-253th, and at Wied il-Lug on 5 Oct.

WOODCHAT SHRIKE Lanius senator Kaccamendula

1 en 29 Mar, then on most days from 2-27 Apr; mostly -3 but S+ at
Comino on 9th and at Pieta' on 17th. {n May 5 sightings of singles on 7-
8th and 5 at Comino on 21st. In autumn singles on 27th.at S8Salina and on
31 Jul and 1 Aug at Dwejra, Malta; then 1-4 almost daily from 12-28 Aug
(daily 17-25th) with most sightings at Dwejra, Malta and Bingemma.
Singles on 5 dates from 7-25 Sep.

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris Sturnell

Wintering in double to treble Ffigures in Jan-Feb: up to 6400 but 1000-
2000 con 5 dates in Jan, mostly at Ghadira. On most days in Mar to 27th;
mainly in single tao low double figures but 100 at Marsa aon 1lth. 2 on
27th  and & on 28 Jul, and 2 on S Aug. In autumn from 3I Sep, than
increasing regularly with low treble figures from & Oct. Ovar 1000 on 13
Occasions between late Oct and Dec with max of 3000 at Luga an 17 Dec.

SPANISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis Ghammiel tal—-Bejt
Abundant breeding resident

TREE SPARROW Passer montanus Ghammiel tas-Sigar

Breeding residert with sightings from wusual sites. Highest numbers
between late Jul and Dec with 40~50 at Chadwick l.ake and Xemxija on a
few dates from Jul-0ct and up to 30 at Bingemma in Nav--Dec.

CHAFF INCH Fringilla coslebs Sponsun

gingle to low double figures in Jan-Mar; max 25 on {0 Feb but c.100 at
Fiorjana (at roost) on 23 Jan. i—-& almoet daily in Apr-Jun from various
sites and frequant sightings in Jul-Sap, with up to 10 2t Buskett on twe
dates. Other sightirgs in summer wmostly at Bingemma and Ghadira. In
autumn in single figures fraom 1!st, then daily from 16 Oct to and of year
with most from mid Oct to mid Nov and in late Daec. Mostly in low double
figures of up to 30, but 60+ at Bingemma on 17 Oct, and 50+ on 11 Nov
and c.45 on 24 Dec at Buskett.

BRAMBL ING Fringilla montifringilla Sponsun Selvagg
1 in Gozo on 29 Oct and 2 at Valletta Market (seen up for sale) an 19
Nov.
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SERIN Serinus serinus Apparell

S8ingle figures (up to &) in Jan-Mar but 10+ at Has-Saptan on 22 Jan and
at Buskett on 10 Feb; then 12 sightings of 1~2 1In Apr-Jul, mostly at
Ghadira except for two sightings at Bingemma and Buskett. I on9 Sep,
than singles on 12th and 28-29 oct and on 20 dates from 10 Nov to 3t
Dec; in single figures but 10 at Buskett on 11th and at Has—Saptan on 21
Nov, and at Ghallis on 13 Dec.

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris Verdun

3 sightings of 2~10 on 21-22 Jan and 1| on 22 Feb; then 1-6 on 8 dates
from 11-30 Mar. Singles an 6th and 24 Apr, 9th and 22 May and Sth and 30
Jun. Then almost daily from Jul to Sep with max of 5 an 4 Aug; all at
Ghadira except for 6 sightings. In autumn almost datly in  Oct-Nov;
mostly 1-5 but 30+ at Ghallis on 10-11th, and ’'hundreds’ reported in
south of Malta and at Fomm ir-Rih on 29-30 Nov. 0On most days in Dec with
max of 100 at Xaghra, Gozo on 13th, otherwise 1-10,

GOLDF INCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell

On 4 dates from 22 Jan to 19 Feb, mostly 1-2 but 5 at Has-Saptan on 28
Jan. Singles on (4th and 30 Mar; 3rd, 9th and 16 Apr, 3rd and 24 May,
10th, 16-20th and 29 Jul; 5-6th and 19 Aug; 14th and 19-20 Sep. In
autumn 7 sightings on 6 dates from 17 Oct to 23 Mov, mostly 1-3 but S at
Dingli on 17 Oct. Up to 16 roosting at Hamrun from 28 Nov to 9 Dec and
singles on 17th and 30 of the same month.

SISKIN Carduelis spinus Ekru

1 at Buskett on 25 Mar, 2 at Il-Qaws and 1 at B’Bugia on 18 Oct. "Somae’
reported in Malta on 21 Nov, 3 at Xaghra on &th and 1 at Buskett on 26
Dec.

LINNET Carduelis cannabina Gojjin

Single to medium double figures of up tao 30 in Jan-Mar but 100+ at
Dwejra on 27tk  and at Abajjar/Ramla on 29 Mar. 1-4 on a few dates till
17 Apr and 9 sightings of 1-3 in Jun-Aug. In autumn almost daily from 17
Oct to end of year with most from mid Oct to late Nov when maostly in
double figures of up to 35 but 50+ on F{lfla on 23 Cct. Smaller numbers
in Dec but 150+ at Floriana (roost), on 20th.

TRUMPETER FINCH Bucanstes githsginea Trumbettier
1 male at Gharb on 15 Nov (reported trapped).

SCARLET ROSEF INCH Carpodacus erythrinus Bumungar
1 juvenile ringed at Mtahleb on 18 QOct.

HAWF INCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes Taz-Zabbug
4 sightings on 17-~18 QOct, max of § at Buskett on 18th otharwise (-2.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella Durrajsa Bafra
1 on Filfla on 23 QOct.

ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortulana Ortalan
Singles at Dwejra an 10th and 14 Apr; then 2 in mid Sep and | on 1 Oct
both at Zurrieg (trapped).

CRETZSCHMAR'S BUNTING Emberiza caesia Ortolan Rasu Blu
1 juvenile male ringed at Ghadira on 26 Aug.

REED BUNTING Emberizra schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Qasab

Singles at Ghadira on 12 Feb, Li-14th and 29 Mar. In autumn almost daily
again at Ghadira from 16 Oct to 29 Dec; mostly 1-4, but 5 on 1 Dec. Peak
from early Nov to early Dec when also sighted elsewhere with 1-3 on 13
dates, mostly at Xemxija.

CORN BUNTING Milaria calandra Durrajisa

Breeding in small numbers at various sites. Numbers mostly in Jul-Oct
with max of SO0 in early sep at Dwejra, Gozo. Higher numbers in same
pariod indicates post-moult flocking at drinking holes and migration.
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