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band, giving the impression of a black patch behin.d the eye. lhe crown was greyish 
n turning blackish Towards the back of the head on both sides of the middle stripe. 
sides of the head were faintLy washed greyish green below the eye. lhe upperparts 

were :sh gree~ with a conspicuous pale yellow rump, in a rectangular form from one 

side other. 

lhe greater and median coverts were boldly and widely edged pale yelLow forming 
two wi bars, with the upper smaller than the lower one. lhe 2nd and 3rd i"ert1als were 
also pale yellow, whiLe the rest of the wing flight feathers were edged greyish 
green, and when closed getting the same appearance as the upper parts. lhe tall was 
greyish green with the lower parts of the outer webs greenish. lhe underoarts from chin 
to the under tail coverts were whitish (faintly tinged yellowish-white on the belly!. 
lhe tarsus was llaht horn colour and the iris v1as black.~ lhe measurements ln mm were: 
wing 49.5; tail 37; tarsus 15; bill to skull 10,- weight 5.1gm. 

Vling formula: W.D. 4fh=5th, 2nd=< 7.5fl'm; 3rd < 2.5; 6th< 1.5; 7th< 4; 8th< 5.5; 
9th< 6.5; ;Oth < 9. lhe lst pri;mary was 6.5 primary coverts. Primaries 
3rd-6th were emarginated. 

Mario V. Gauci 

M. V.G. - 'Goldcres"/:: ', Plot 1, Ghar Ba.rka, Rabat, MaLta. 

WHITE-RUMPED SWIFT APUS GAFFER - A NEW RECORD FOR MALTA 

A lmen of a Whlte-rumped Swift Apus caffer was recently noted in a local 
coLLect of stuffed birds~ It was dated but had not been identified. lhis species has 
never been recorded in MaLt a. l he specimen in question had been shot on 25 May 1974 at 
I l-Faqqanija. It was among a loose flock of about 200 Swifts Apus apus. 

lhe bird's wcngs and deeply-forked tail are brownish black. lhe rest of the body 
is bluish bLack, excepi for a white patch on the chin and a white band on the rump, 
extending to the sides-. 1he wing-Length is 136mm. lhe longest talL feathers are 70mm 
while the shortest are 38mm. 

lts breeding range is sub-Saharan Africa, central Morocco and, since 1964, southern 
n. Jt has occurred accidentally in Flnland in 1968 and in North Yemen 1n 1982. 
populations are resident while others are migrant or partial migrant (Fry~C.H., 

Keith,S. & Urban E.K. lhe Birds of Africa. Academic Press. 1988). 

lhe Maltese name given to the species ls Hundun tal-Hawwief. 

lhanks are due to Aswero Vassallo for some of the above information. 

Joe Sultana & Manwel Mallia 

J.S. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, BrKara, Malta. 
M.M. - 20 Grace Street, Zebbug, Maltao 

FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE MASKED SHRIKE LANIUS NUBICUS IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 
While. ringing at Lunzjata 1 Gozo on 20 October 1985, a Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

-sized bird, later identified as a Masked Shrike Lanius rmbicus, was flushed from a fig 
i·ree and was seen flying into another fig tree. lne first thing that was noticed was 
an extensive white shoulder patch which was ver·y pronounced. lhe blrd had another white 
area on its forehead. lt appeared slimmer than a Woodchat Shrike and had a remarkably 
Long tail. lhe underparts were washed with brown. lhe bird was seen itF clear sunl~ght 
at 0840 hourse It stayed in the fig tree for about ten minutes and then flew across 
the field to a partly dead tree. It did not behave like a Woodchat Shrike and never· 
settled on an exposed perch. tt stayed reasonably welL hidden in the fig tree and f;~ the 
dead tree. lhe bird was wai"ched for about twenty minutes. 

lhls shr~ke is a summer visitor to lurkey, Greece and southern YugosLavia and ',s a 
vagrant to the rest of Europe~ 

lhe 1""laltese name given ls Kaccamendula tal-Maskra. 
John Grech 

J.G. - 12 Sir Paul Boffa Street:., Victoria, Gozo, Malta. 
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UNUSUAL MOULT IN A WOOD WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS SIB/LATRIX 

An aduLt Y~ood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix caught for r 1 ng 1 ng at Xemx i on 
14 September 1988 was found to have undergone a partial post-nuptiaL moult in 
European breeding ground. lhe bird had moulted the following remiges: pp 3-4 and ss 6-8 
as well as some greater coverts~ All other tracts showed no sign of mouLt and as such 
showed a contrast between old feathers and the brighter green of the new feathers, 

'lhe bird also had an unusually short second primary which fell between pp 5-6. lhis 
could have been due to the fact that pp 3-4 were new while 2s5 and 6 were noi, and as 
such would have undergone some wear since their Last moult. 

John Attard Montalto 

J.A~M. - 19/lA Mciver Street, Sliema, Malta. 

FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH MONT/COLA SOUTAR/US 

A male Blue Rock lhrush Monticola solitarius was noted wlnterinc for 2 consecutive 
years ln a disused quarry at las-Sghajtar, l/o Naxxar. lhe following method of feeding 
was observeC:~ 

lhe bird perched on an exposed rock 3 to 10m above the ground, watching for suiiable 
food items. When it spotted its prey, which in many cases consisted of insects of the 
order Coleoptera, it flew to the ground, grabbed the prey and carried it on a flat stone 
or slab of rock. lhere it battered the prey against the ground, then lt stood back and 
waited, presumably to check whether the prey was dead before eating ii. Sometimes it 
hovered momentarily before grabbing the prey. 

lhe averaae size of the insects eaten was 2 to 3cm. On one occasion the bird took 
a Large insect~ about Scm long of the order Orthoptera in flight. On another occasion, 
the same bird was observed feeding on winged ants (probably Messot sp.) in a flycatcher 

l ike manner 0 

Mark Falzon 

t-l.F. - '!IJarija', Is-Sghajtar, Naxxar, Malta. 

RECORDS OF SKYLARK ALAUDA ARVENSIS SINGING IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 

lhe Skylark Alauda arvensis is a very common autumn migrant but only a fev..' manage to 
winrer~ probably due to shooting. A small return passage is often observed in spri 
It had never been recorded singing in the Maltese Islands (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. A 
Guide to the Birds of Malta. lhe Ornithological Society, Valletta: ~!alta. 1982). 

On 10 February 1987, at Mgarr ix-Xini in Gozo, a Skylark was noted giving its aerial 
song. lhe bird continued singing throughout the 5 minutes that we stayed in the area. 
Skylarks have been recorded singing at Ghadira in February -March on a few occaslons 
in recent years C J. Sultana & C. Gauci, pers. comm. ). 

Richard Cachia Zannni t & John Borg 

R.C.Z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.B. -Block C 2 Flat 5, Govt. Rousing Escate, Ta' Xbiex, Malta. 

A PAIR OF SWALLOWS HIRUNDO RUSTICA SUSPECTED BREEDING IN JUNE 1988 

At abowt 0800 hrs on 5 June 1988, on a country road leading from Girgenti to Zebbug 
(Malta), a couple of Swallows Hirundo rustica were noted perching on an electric 
about 15rr, away from the road. As these birds were rather Late in their migration 
the possibility of breeding was raised. 

After a few minutes observat len, the two Swallows took off and came searching for 
insects, flying very low, just on the road from where the authors were observinq; sometiP~es 
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1-2m away. From the of the outer tail feathers it was assumed that the two birds 
were a pair~ lhe male two Long streamers, while those of the femaLe were almost non 
discernibLe. lhe birds then perched again at the same place on the wire. After -a few 
minutes they came down again to prey on flyir.g insects. lhls happened several times, and 
it seemed that a bond existed between them. lhey never flew alone, and a contact call was 
repeated several times '#hi le flying and even while perching on the wire. lhis behaviour 
gave us the suspicion that these birds were doing some sort of display to each other. 

It ls to be noted that this area still hoLds a number of farmhouses, most of which 
are uninhabited, thus o-ffering good nesting ;Jlaces for "7his species, especially those 
with open windows and doors. 

On re-visiting the area on 8 June, only one bird was seen. !t ls to be noted that it 
was early in the morning (between 0630-0730 hrsl and that it was very windy. lhe presence 
of this bird made the authors believe that the two SwalLows were probably nesting somewhere 
in that area. Unfortunately, no visits were made after this date. 

In the Maltese Islands, Swallows are very common passage migrants, in spring from 
March to May, with some till mid-June; and in autumn from early September to the end of 
October. A few birds sometimes occur during the rest of the year (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. 
A New Guide to the Birds of "1alta. lhe Ornitloological Society, VaLLetta Maltal. 

In 1974 a pair of Swallows bred ln a house in the village of Mqabba, ra1s1ng 4 young 
which left the nest on 2 August (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. Eight Ornithological Notes-
1974-1975 : An unusual occurrence- Swallows breeding in Malta. Il-Merill 15 : 2-4, 1975). 

lhe only previous r-eference to breeding of SwaLlows in these islands was made way 
back in 1843 by Antonio Schembri, who stated tMi· a few breed (Catalogo Orni"tologico del 
Gruppo di Malta. Anglo-Maltese : Malta, 1834). 

Raymond Galea & Raymond Caruana 

R.G. - 'Osprey', Ganu Streetr B'Ka.ra, MaLta .. 
R.C. - 'Flamingo', Triq il-Huttafa~ Fgu;ra, M,;t.lta .. 

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD BUTEO RUFINUS FEEDING ON FLEDGLINGS OF THE LOGGERHEAD 
TURTLE CARETTA CARETTA 

On 16 r\ugust 1987 ! 'Nas accompanying some lurkish biologists who were si"udyi,1g the 
breeding biology of the Loggerhead lurtle Cal~etta caretta at Dalayan, a sandy beach on 
the S.W. coast of lurkey. 

During the visit, which started at day break, we walked along the 7km beach, making 
notes on the tracks left bv the young turtles which had fledged during the night and 
early morningo At one time a raptor was observed flying towards the beac1 fr·om the 
direction of a wood on the other side of the bay. lhis raptor, which was eventualy 
i denr if i ed as a Long-legged Buzzard But:eo rut.:inus, alighted on a log on the beach about 
150m ahead of us. After some minutes it flew about 1m above the ground and landed on the 
ground where it was observed to run and hop dbout~ 

It then flew across the bay in the direction of the wood carrying an unidentified 
object in its talons~ We then walked towards the spot where the bird was observed and 
found a set of turtle tracks surrounded by the tracKS of the bird. lhe turtle tracks 
ended at the spot where the bird was seen to take off. ! t was assumed that the turtLe 
fLedgli was taken by the Long-Legged Buzzard~ 1 was Later informed that the bird was 

again in the area on subsequent days. 

According to 1 1he Birds of the Western Palearctic 1 , Vol. I! CCramp,S & Simmons, K~E.L. 
(eds.) Oxford University Press. 1980), the Long-legged Eluzzara feeds chiefly on small 
mammals, reptiles and Large lnsects. Sometimes It searches for prey from a perch on a 
rock, mound or tree and often on the ground. Reptiles 1aken include Lizards Lacer-ta and 
Eremias sp. and snakes Natrix and Vipe.ra sp~ 

Paul Portelli 

P.P. - 23 Paceville Avenue, St. Julians, Malta~ 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1985-86 
campi led by 

CHARLES COLEIRO 

lhe regular contributors to the daily Log kept by the Ringing and Research 
committee of the Ornithological Society during the two year period under review ~ere: 
John Attard Montalto, John Borg, Alex Casha, Charles Coleiro, Raymond Galea, Charles 
Gauci, Manuel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion and Joe Sultana. Other contributors were: 
Alfred E.Baldacchino, Mrs. M.Bonnici, Dennis Cachia, Richard Cachia Zammit Victor Cilia, 
Max Farrugia, Nataline Fenech, Joe Grima, Anthony B.Heath, Hanna and John 
D.J.Nelson, Paul Portelli, Silvio Scicluna, K.F.Slade, Martin A.lhake and Louis VeL Other 
members may have contributed to the daily log kept at the Ghadira Nature Reserve, 
which records were subsequently added to the nationaL daily and species logs. 

Where only one of the two years is given in the systematic list, Jt is only 
because there were no records in the other year. 

lhe records for this two year period were entered into the daily Log and 
subsequently transferred to the species log by Charles Coleiro who also compiled the 
systematic list. 

LlllLE GREBE Tachybapcus ruficollis Blongun Zghir 
1986 : 1 at Ghadira from 2 Jan to 11 Mar and 5 at Qammieh on 1 Apr. Again 1 at 

Ghadira from 2 Nov, then 2 from 15 Dec to end of year. 

GRE,~l CRESl ED GREBE Podiceps criscatus Blongun Prim 
1985 1 at ll-,\1enqa, Marsa on 5 Nov. 
1986 : 1 at Monoel Island on 4 Dec. 

BL.~CK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis B Lon gun Sekond 
1985 1 at Ghadira from 1-12 Jan. 4 offshore on 15 Sep 1 then 1 at Ghadira on 26 Sep 

and from 8 Nov to 22 Dec. 
1986 1 present at Ghadira from 30 Aug to 14 Sep and 1 seen at Oammieh on 6 Sep. 1 again 

at Ghadira from 3 Nov to 27 Dec. 

CORY'S SHEARWAlER Calonectxis diomedea Ciefa 
1985 First seen on 4 Mar. Hiahest count 1500 off Gharb on 
1986 : First sighting on 25 Feb-and last recorded on 2 Nov. 

on 10 May and on 26 Jul, off Gharb, Bred as usual. 

MANX SHEARWAlER Puffinus puffinus Garnija 

13 Jul. Breedina as usual. 
Highest counts w;re of 1000 

1985 c,50 on 10 Mar at Hal Far. Recorded ashore at colonies till 18 Jun. 1 was 
shot on 2 Nov. A few already ashore on 5 Dec. Bred as usuaL. 

1986 Highest count ashore c.20at Hal Far on 25 Feb, with last date on 5 Jul. lwo off 
shore sightings in Apr and Dec with 5 off Oammieh on 27 Dec. Breeding at usual 
colonies. 

SlORM PElREL Hydrobates pelagicus Kangu ta' Fifla 
1985-86 : Recorded only on Filfa where bred as usual. 

GANNEl 
1985 
1986 : 

Sula bassana Sula 
3 off Golden Bay on 30 Mar and 1 juv on 15 Dec. 
1-3 on 8 dates from 3 Jan to 23 Feb off the NW coast of Malta. Singles on 11th and 
18 Oct and up to 4 on 5 dates in Nov, then 4 off Oammieh and 1 at Mtahleb on 21 Dec 
and 1-3 daily from 25-28 Dec at three different sites, 

CORMORANl Phalacrocorax carbo Margun 
1985 2 over Ghadira on 13 Jan. 8 sightings of 1-3 birds from 6-30 Nov and singles on 

7 dates at Ghadira from 3-31 Dec. Also 1 at Ahrax on 31 Dec. 
1986 1 at Ghadira on 1-2 Jan. 2 at B'Bugia on 20 Sep, then on 14 days from 8 Oct to 9 

Nov; single figures but a flock of c.40 at B'Bugia on 17 Oct and 17 were reported 
shot offshore on 9 Nov. 1-2 on 3 dates from 23-30 Nov. 2 overland on 28 Oct. 

BlllERN Eo-taurus stellaris Kappun 
1985 : 1 shot at Bahrija on 30 Oct. 
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