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FIRST BREEDING RECORDS OF THE MOORHEN GALLINULA CHLOROPUS IN GOZO 

lhe Moorhen Gallinula chloropus was first reported breeding in Malta in 1984 
<Doublet, J.A~ & PorteLLi, P. First breeding records of the Moorhen in the MaltesH 
IsLands" Il-Merill 24 : 20. 1986-87). 

Breeding in Gaze was suspected to have c-ccurred for the first time in 1987, and 
was confirmed the following year. A few years previously, at a hillside at Ghajnsielem, 
Gozo- above Xatt L-Ahmar, a farmer had dug a large depression in the cLayey soil, using 
the spoil to form an embankment on the !.ower side. lhis was done to collect rain water, 
as 'Nell as the water originating from a Little spring 1 to be used for irrigation pur
Doses. lhe surface area of this fresh water pooL 1s abou-t 2,200 sq.m. Vegetation in and 
around the pool consi.sts mainly of Typha latifolia ~ Arundo donax as 'NelL as Rubus 
ulmifolius and some specimens of Ceratonia si.liqua" l he pooL is by "the side of a track 
Leading to Xatt l-Ahmar and is overlooked buiLdings, including some hol flats. 
lhe farmer keeps about 20 domestic ducks in is pool. In spite of a Lot of sturbance, 
up to 10 adult Moorhens have been present during the past two No search for nests 
was carried out but several downy young have been noted being by adult birds on 
different days in 1988. 

In 1987 up to 10 adult Moorhens were seen on four visits from January to April; 
2 aduLts and 3 juveniles were present on 29 June 1 5 adults and 3 juveniles were seen on 
26 July and 6 adults and 2 juveniles on i August. 

In 1988 the site was visited on 1 April when 9 adult birds were counted. On 7 t~ay 
apart from 8 aduLt birds, 4 downy young were and 12 days l.ater a 
further 3 downy young were seen being fed by an adult. 19 birds were counted-
8 adults and 11 young of four different ages. ln June, 6 adult rds and 4 juveniles 
\2 fully grown and 2 about two weeks old) we,-e seen on 25th. On 6 Ju an adult bird 
was seen carrying food whl le 5 fully grown young were present. On 30 Ly 14 birds were 
counted - 6 adulT b l rds, 6 fulL grown young and 2 a~out fiftee-n days old. Five days 
Later {3 August) 22 birds were present- 8 adults, 12 fulLy grown juveniles and 2 young 
about 20 old. On 28 August 6 adult birds, 6 fully grown juveniles and 3 young 
4-5 weeks were present~ 

It seems likely that at Least three or four pairs have bred in the area in 1988. 
Adults were frequently seen chasing each other or other juveniles and uttering alarm 
calls. Both adults and fully grown iles were also frequently seen joining the 
domestic ducks feeding on food prov by t~e farmer. 

Other species noted breeding in the area are Cettl ·rs WarbLer Cet:tia cet:ti, 
Fan-tal Led WarbLer Cist.icola juncidis ar.d Sard 1 n 1 an WarbLer Sylvia melanocephala. 

Joe Sultana, Richard Cachia Z<mllllit & John Borg 
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FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE PADDYFIELD WARBLER ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLA IN THE 
MALTESE ISLANDS 

While ringing in a maize-field at Lunzjata, Gozo on 5 September 1986, an unfamiliar 
Acxocephalus warbler was found in one of the mist-nets. lhe bird's upperparts were 
similar to those of a Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus but with a slightly pale 
rufous rump. It had a conspicuous whitish supercilium which was well marked behind the 
eye. lhe underparts were whitish with a very pale tinge of buff on the throat, breast 
and belly. lhe flanks had a light olive-brown wash. lhe legs were pinkish with yellow 
soLes, and the iris was olive brown. It was identified as a Paddyfield Warbler 
Acrocephalus agricola. 

Biometrics, taken in mm., were: wing- 55; tail- 49 (outer rectrice 42); 
bill (from skull)- 14.5 (from feathering)- 9.5; and tarsus 21.5. Wing point was 
3rd=4th and it had emarginated 3rd and 4th, and slightly on 5th, primaries (counted 
ascendantlyl. 

lhe bird was retrapped in the same area the following day. When released it was 
heard calling 'gish- gish'. 

lhe Paddyfield Warbler breeds in S.Russia and Asia and is vagrant to Europe. 

lhe Maltese name given is Baghal tas-Saqwi. 

J.S~ - 3 Sciherras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, E'Kara, Malta. 
J.G. - 12 Sir Paul Boffa Street, Victoria, Gozo, Malta. 

Joe Sultana & John Grech 

The Paddy-field Warbler and the Pallas's Warbler photographed before released. 

PALLAS'S WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS PROREGULUS - 1ST RECORD FOR MALTA 
Putting up a mist net in your back garden can produce some surprises. I regularly 

put up a 6m, 3-shelf net in my back garden, which is about 50 sq. m. and is situated in 
the outskirts of Rabat. In it I have planted ten fruit trees and also cultivated somo 
vegetables. I have also created a small artificial pond to attract the birds. lhrough
out the year a different assortment of birds are ringed~ lhese include Whitethroat 
Sylvia communis, Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala, Willow Warbler Phylloscopus 
trochilus, Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix, Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 

Robin Erithacus rubecula, Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, Stonechat Saxicola 
Corqua~a, White Wagtail Motacilla alba~ Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis, and lree 
Sparrow Passer montanus~ 

On Friday, 13 November 1987 at 0640 hours, I found what I at first thought was a 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus in the net, but on closer examination the 
bird turned out to be a Pallas's Warbler Phylloscopus pxoregulus, a species not yet 
recorded in Malta. lhe bird was also examined by Joe Sultana and Raymond Galea who came 
up to see the bird after I phoned them, and a detailed description was taken. In 
appearance it resembled a somewhat large Goldcrest Regulus regulus. 1he beak was dark 
horn coloured, with the inner parts of the lower mandible orangish.. ft had a Long yeLLow 
eyestripe which nearly met at the back of the head, and a yellow stripe along the middle 
of the crown. On the back parts and under the side of the supercilium it had a blackish 
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