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FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE PADDYFIELD WARBLER ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLA IN THE
MALTESE ISLANDS

While ringing in a maize-field at Lunzjata, Gozo on 5 September 1986, an unfamiliar
Acrocephalus warbler was found in one of the mist-nets, The bird's upperparts were
similar to those of a Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus but with a slightly pate
rufous rump. 11 had a conspicuous whitish supercilium which was well marked bshind the
eye. The underparts were whitish with a very pale tinge of buff on the throat, breast
and belly. The flanks had a light olive-brown wash. The tegs were pinkish with yellow
soles, and the iris was olive brown. |t was identified as a Paddyfield Warbler
Acrocephalus agricola,

Biometrics, taken in mm., were: wing - 55; tail - 49 (outer rectrice 423
bill (from skull) - 14,5 (from feathering) - 9.5; and tarsus 21.5. Wing point was
3rd=4th and it had emarginated 3rd and 4th, and slightly on 5th, primaries (counted
ascendantly).

The bird was retrapped in the same area the following day. When released it was
heard calling 'gish - gish'.

the Paddyfield Warbler breeds in S.Russia and Asia and is vagrant to Europe.

The Maltese name given is Baghal tas-Saaqwi.
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