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CORY'S SHEARWATER CALONECTRIS DIOMEDEA BREEDING ON HHAGRET IL-GENERAL

The Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea breeds along suitable sea-cliffs on Malta
and Gozo and on Fitfla. It has not been recorded breeding in any of the other Maltese
islands forming tne Maltese Archipelago. Searches in suitable sifes on Comino and
Cominotto resulted in tocating Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus yelkouan put not the
Cory's Shearwater (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. A New Guide to the Birds of Malta - M0S,1982).

Hagret il-Ceneral, popularly known as the Fungus Rock, was visited on 26 May 1988
to photograph the endemic lizard Podarcis filfolensis generalensis and the famed 'Malta
Cynomorium coccineum, Hagret il-General, which is sifuated at the entrance of
a Bay, has a surface area of about 4000 sg.m. and rises io & height of 48m. in
precipitous cliffs, forming & sloping plateau,

During the visit shearwater droppings were noted in front of some bouiders on the
highest part of the istef and on further investigation one Cory's Shearwater was located
incubating in a 2m, deep nest-site beneath & boulder. The western side of the istet,
which seems fo provide good preeding habitat for shearwaters, could not be searchned for
other nest-sifes dus to ifs inaccessibilliity and alsc tack of fime,

The pehaviour of a pair of Blue Rock lhrushes Monticola solitarius, which was
present at times during the day,suggested breeding.
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