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CORY'S SHEARWATER CALONECTRIS DIOMEDEA BREEDING ON FIAGRET IL-GENERAL 

lhe Cory's Shearwater Calonect:.ris diomedea breeds along suitable sea-cLiffs on MaLta 
and Gozo and on F i L f La. I t has not been recorded breeding in any of the other MaLtese 
islands forming the Maltese Archipelago. Searches in suitable sites on Comtno and 
Cominotto resulted in Locai'l Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus yelkouan but not H1e 
Cory's Shearwater (5ultana,J. Gauci,C. A New Guide to the Birds of Malta- MOS, 19EI2). 

Hagret i L-General, popularly known as the Fungus Rock, was visited on 26 May 1988 
to photograph the endemic lizard Podarcis filfolensis generalensis and the famed 'Malta 

' Cynomorium coccineum. i l-General, which is situated at the entrance of 
Bay, has a surface area about 4000 sq.m. and rises to a height of 48m. ln 

precipitous cliffs, forming a sloping plateau. 

During the visit shearwater droppings were noted in front of some boulders on the 
hlghesi- part of the islet and on fu;-ther investigation one Cory's Shearwater· was located 
incubating in a 2m~ deep nes+-site beneath a boulder. lhe western side of the islet; 
which seems to provide good breeding habitat for shearwaters, could not be searched for 
other nest-sites due to its jrJaccessibiliLty and also Lack of time. 

lhe behaviour of a pair of Blue Rock lhrushes Monticola solitarius, which was 
present at times during the day,suggested breeding. 
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THE OCCURRENCE OF TWO EGGS IN A NEST OF A CORY'S SHEARWATER 
CALONECTR!S DIOMEDEA 

A femaLe Cory 1 s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea was found sitting on its nest on 
14 June 1987. Alongside the bird there was an which was barely covered by a few 
flank feathers of the sitti shearwater. On ieving the bird for examination, a 
second was found. ~Vhen bird was returned to its nest, it immediately started to 
i ncubai'e same i gnor i the one which had been seen earLier partLy 
Unfortunately visit to area a few days Later revealed an empty 
scattered pieces of egg-shell present. 

Harris recaLLs a simiLar situation for thE~ Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus. A 
female which had two different laid two 
('-iarri Breeding Biology of the Shea 
17-33, ). l.n our case we have no evidence that 
female. However, the possibility that one of the 
previous is to be excluded as the pair which 
successfu ly reared the young. 
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in its nest during one season 
Puffinus puffinus. Ibis 108 : 

both eggs were laid the same 
was an addled one the 
there in the previous year had 
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AVIAN, CHIROPTERAN AND OTHER REMAINS IN BARN OWL TYTO ALBA PELLETS FHOM GOZO 

lnis short note deals with bird, bat, and other mammalian remains in Barn Owl T-yto 
alba pellsds colLected from one site in Gozo. ~J:ateriai.. aathered from this slte has 

examined for mammaLian remains (Schembri,S.P. & Cachia Zamm1t,R. 
an in OwL Pellets from Goz:o. Il-Merill 20 : 20-21. 1979). 

lhirty one intact pellets were collected on two visits- 11 May and 1 June 1986. 
8efore being dissected, pellets were measured and wei Length varied from 21.1 -
52.3mm (mean 35.5mm): weight varied from 0.9- 8.9gm 3.5gms), len bird and hvo 
bat rernains were exami 
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lhree species of birds were identified: 

Sylvia melanocephala 

Passer hispaniolensis 

Delichon urbica 

skulls, bones and feathers in 4 pellets. 

4 skulls, bones and feathers in 4 pellets. 

skull, bones and feathers in 1 pellet. 

The Sardinian Warbler and the Spanish Sparrow are common breeding residents in the 
area while the House Martin is a very common spr migrant, with smaller numbers re-
passing in autumn (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. A New Gu to the Birds of Malta. lhe 
Ornithological Society, Valletta, Malta. 1982). 

Bats are very difficult to identify. Both skulls were found 
vespertilionidae bats of the genus Myotis. One species from this 
recorded from Gozo - Lesser Mouse-eared Bat Myotis blythi-iomes 1 
Zammit, Zava, di-Stefano in press). lhis is the first time that bat 
found in pellets collected from the !V:altese Islands. 

to 

Cachia 

Other mammals identified in these pellets were: 38 Crocidura sp., 29 Mus domesticus 
and 7 Rattus sp. l'he material was dissected and examined by the authors. 

lhe authors would like to thank Joseph M. Mangion, ·Manuel Mallia and John Attard 
Montalto for their heLp in gathering the pellets and Bruno Zava for the identification 
of the bat remains. 
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LAST KNOWN PAIR OF BARN OWLS TYTO ALBA SHOT 

Sultana et al. (1975) listed the Barn Owl 1.'yto alba as a very scarce breedi 
resident and estimated that at least 10 pairs were breeding. in 1976, lt was 
recorded at four different sites during the breeding season <Sultana & Gauci 
while it was recorded from only two sites in 1978 !Cachia Zammit & Attard ~lontalto 1980l. 
Sultana and Gaucl (1982) noted its presence in at least one locality ln Gozo. lhe 
Locality which they referred to is Mgarr ix-Xlni Valley <authors pers. comm.) 

On lhursday 19 May 1988, the authors went at the site beneath the nest to see if 
there were any pellets, which indicate the presence of the birds. A young bird which 
was aoout three weeks old was found dead on the ground below the nest. lhe bird could 
not have been dead longer than a day because it was still intact and decomposition was 
still at an early stage" On closer inspection,we could note anotRer dead bi which 
seemed bigger, in a bristle bush immediatly below the nesting crevice~ Just i"he 
nest-site we found two fresh spent cartridges marked as containing size 9 lead shot. 

On 22 May, N .. FeneGh went again to the nest-site, On this occasion, he was 
accompanied by Louis Cassar and Michael Galea, who brought their climbing eauiomeni to 
try and enter into the crevice to see if there were any more young owls. On arrivaL, 
an almost fledged young bird was found on the ground below the nest. It was tne same 
one that was seen in the bristle bush some days before. lhere were three more dead 
p-Jlli in the nest. lhese were at a more advanced sl-ate of decomposition. From the nest­
site we recovered a considerable number of pellets, which are being examined_ 

!t was evident that these five young Barn Owls died of starvation after their 
ts had been shot. lhe .. local shooters' association claimed in a press statement 
the birds may have died due to poisoning from pesticides. However, the bird re-

covered on the 19th showed no signs of chemical residue. 
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