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THE OCCURRENCE OF TWO EGGS IN A NEST OF A CORY'S SHEARWATER
CALONECTRIS DIOMEDEA

A female Cory's Shearwater Calonectris diomedea was found sitting on its nest on
14 June 1987. Alongside the bird there was an egg which was barely covered by a few
fltark featners of the sitting shearwater. On retrieving the bird for examinafion, e
second egg was found. When the bird was returred to its nest, it immediately started fo
incubate the same egg, ignoring fthe ore which had been seen earlier parily exposed.
fortunately another visit to the area a few cays lafter revealed an empty nesi with only
scatiered pieces of egg-shell present,

Harris recalis a similar situation for the Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus, A
female whnich had two different mates, taid two eggs in its nest cduring one season
(Harris,M.P. Breeding Biology of the Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus, Ibis 108 :
17-33, 1966). In our case we have no evidence fthat bofh eggs were laid by fhe same
feWaLe However, the possibilify that one of the eggs was an addled one from the
previous year is to be exciuded as the psir which bred there in the previous year had
successfully reared the young.

Richard Cachia Zammit & John Borg
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