I.-MERILL No. 25 1988

UNUSUAL MOULT IN A WOOD WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS SIBILATRIX

An adult Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix caught for ringing at Xemxija on
14 Sepiember 1988 was found fo have undergone a partial post-nuptial moult in its
European breeding ground. Tlhe bird had moulted the following remiges: pp 3-4 and ss &-8
as well as some greater coverts, All other tracts showed no sign of moutt and as such
showed a confrast betwsen old feathers and the brighfer green of the new feathers,

"The bird also had an unusually shori second primary which fell between pp 5-6. 1his

could have been due to the fact that pp 3-4 were new while 2,5 and 6 were noi, and as
such would have undergone some wear since their last moult.

John Attard Montalto

J.A.M. - 19/1A McIver Street, Sliema, Malta.

K mateBtueRock—throsh—Monticela selitarius was—neoted winfering for 2 consecutive
was observed,

The bird perched onarn—expesed—rock 3 o 10m—above—the ground, watching for suitahble

RoCTZs ~ 20001 Avenue,—Santa Lucia, Malta.
JvB., = Bluck Flat—S—GovtHousing Estate, Ta! Xbi Malta

At about 8800 hrs—on 5 June—1988;—on—a-countryroad leadingfrom Birgentl o Zebbug
(‘MEH'a—f, g coupteof Swattow irundo—rustica werenotedperching on an ele icity wire
at ﬁ,', o . . As #'hsse birds—were—rather in their migration journey,

At ¢ : observation; The—tw vallows— took off and came searching for

inmsects, ftying very tow; just—on—the—Foad from—where—th uthers were observing; sometimes
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