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FIRST BREEDING RECORDS OF THE MOORHEN GALLINULA CHLOROPUS IN GOZO 

lhe Moorhen Gallinula chloropus was first reported breeding in Malta in 1984 
<Doublet, J.A~ & PorteLLi, P. First breeding records of the Moorhen in the MaltesH 
IsLands" Il-Merill 24 : 20. 1986-87). 

Breeding in Gaze was suspected to have c-ccurred for the first time in 1987, and 
was confirmed the following year. A few years previously, at a hillside at Ghajnsielem, 
Gozo- above Xatt L-Ahmar, a farmer had dug a large depression in the cLayey soil, using 
the spoil to form an embankment on the !.ower side. lhis was done to collect rain water, 
as 'Nell as the water originating from a Little spring 1 to be used for irrigation pur
Doses. lhe surface area of this fresh water pooL 1s abou-t 2,200 sq.m. Vegetation in and 
around the pool consi.sts mainly of Typha latifolia ~ Arundo donax as 'NelL as Rubus 
ulmifolius and some specimens of Ceratonia si.liqua" l he pooL is by "the side of a track 
Leading to Xatt l-Ahmar and is overlooked buiLdings, including some hol flats. 
lhe farmer keeps about 20 domestic ducks in is pool. In spite of a Lot of sturbance, 
up to 10 adult Moorhens have been present during the past two No search for nests 
was carried out but several downy young have been noted being by adult birds on 
different days in 1988. 

In 1987 up to 10 adult Moorhens were seen on four visits from January to April; 
2 aduLts and 3 juveniles were present on 29 June 1 5 adults and 3 juveniles were seen on 
26 July and 6 adults and 2 juveniles on i August. 

In 1988 the site was visited on 1 April when 9 adult birds were counted. On 7 t~ay 
apart from 8 aduLt birds, 4 downy young were and 12 days l.ater a 
further 3 downy young were seen being fed by an adult. 19 birds were counted-
8 adults and 11 young of four different ages. ln June, 6 adult rds and 4 juveniles 
\2 fully grown and 2 about two weeks old) we,-e seen on 25th. On 6 Ju an adult bird 
was seen carrying food whl le 5 fully grown young were present. On 30 Ly 14 birds were 
counted - 6 adulT b l rds, 6 fulL grown young and 2 a~out fiftee-n days old. Five days 
Later {3 August) 22 birds were present- 8 adults, 12 fulLy grown juveniles and 2 young 
about 20 old. On 28 August 6 adult birds, 6 fully grown juveniles and 3 young 
4-5 weeks were present~ 

It seems likely that at Least three or four pairs have bred in the area in 1988. 
Adults were frequently seen chasing each other or other juveniles and uttering alarm 
calls. Both adults and fully grown iles were also frequently seen joining the 
domestic ducks feeding on food prov by t~e farmer. 

Other species noted breeding in the area are Cettl ·rs WarbLer Cet:tia cet:ti, 
Fan-tal Led WarbLer Cist.icola juncidis ar.d Sard 1 n 1 an WarbLer Sylvia melanocephala. 

Joe Sultana, Richard Cachia Z<mllllit & John Borg 

J.S. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, BrKara, Malta. 
R.c.z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.B. - Block C 2 Flat 5, Govt. Housing Estate, Tat Xbiex, Malta. 
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FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE PADDYFIELD WARBLER ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLA IN THE 
MALTESE ISLANDS 

While ringing in a maize-field at Lunzjata, Gozo on 5 September 1986, an unfamiliar 
Acxocephalus warbler was found in one of the mist-nets. lhe bird's upperparts were 
similar to those of a Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus but with a slightly pale 
rufous rump. It had a conspicuous whitish supercilium which was well marked behind the 
eye. lhe underparts were whitish with a very pale tinge of buff on the throat, breast 
and belly. lhe flanks had a light olive-brown wash. lhe legs were pinkish with yellow 
soLes, and the iris was olive brown. It was identified as a Paddyfield Warbler 
Acrocephalus agricola. 

Biometrics, taken in mm., were: wing- 55; tail- 49 (outer rectrice 42); 
bill (from skull)- 14.5 (from feathering)- 9.5; and tarsus 21.5. Wing point was 
3rd=4th and it had emarginated 3rd and 4th, and slightly on 5th, primaries (counted 
ascendantlyl. 

lhe bird was retrapped in the same area the following day. When released it was 
heard calling 'gish- gish'. 

lhe Paddyfield Warbler breeds in S.Russia and Asia and is vagrant to Europe. 

lhe Maltese name given is Baghal tas-Saqwi. 

J.S~ - 3 Sciherras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, E'Kara, Malta. 
J.G. - 12 Sir Paul Boffa Street, Victoria, Gozo, Malta. 

Joe Sultana & John Grech 

The Paddy-field Warbler and the Pallas's Warbler photographed before released. 

PALLAS'S WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS PROREGULUS - 1ST RECORD FOR MALTA 
Putting up a mist net in your back garden can produce some surprises. I regularly 

put up a 6m, 3-shelf net in my back garden, which is about 50 sq. m. and is situated in 
the outskirts of Rabat. In it I have planted ten fruit trees and also cultivated somo 
vegetables. I have also created a small artificial pond to attract the birds. lhrough
out the year a different assortment of birds are ringed~ lhese include Whitethroat 
Sylvia communis, Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala, Willow Warbler Phylloscopus 
trochilus, Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix, Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 1 

Robin Erithacus rubecula, Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, Stonechat Saxicola 
Corqua~a, White Wagtail Motacilla alba~ Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis, and lree 
Sparrow Passer montanus~ 

On Friday, 13 November 1987 at 0640 hours, I found what I at first thought was a 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus in the net, but on closer examination the 
bird turned out to be a Pallas's Warbler Phylloscopus pxoregulus, a species not yet 
recorded in Malta. lhe bird was also examined by Joe Sultana and Raymond Galea who came 
up to see the bird after I phoned them, and a detailed description was taken. In 
appearance it resembled a somewhat large Goldcrest Regulus regulus. 1he beak was dark 
horn coloured, with the inner parts of the lower mandible orangish.. ft had a Long yeLLow 
eyestripe which nearly met at the back of the head, and a yellow stripe along the middle 
of the crown. On the back parts and under the side of the supercilium it had a blackish 
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band, giving the impression of a black patch behin.d the eye. lhe crown was greyish 
n turning blackish Towards the back of the head on both sides of the middle stripe. 
sides of the head were faintLy washed greyish green below the eye. lhe upperparts 

were :sh gree~ with a conspicuous pale yellow rump, in a rectangular form from one 

side other. 

lhe greater and median coverts were boldly and widely edged pale yelLow forming 
two wi bars, with the upper smaller than the lower one. lhe 2nd and 3rd i"ert1als were 
also pale yellow, whiLe the rest of the wing flight feathers were edged greyish 
green, and when closed getting the same appearance as the upper parts. lhe tall was 
greyish green with the lower parts of the outer webs greenish. lhe underoarts from chin 
to the under tail coverts were whitish (faintly tinged yellowish-white on the belly!. 
lhe tarsus was llaht horn colour and the iris v1as black.~ lhe measurements ln mm were: 
wing 49.5; tail 37; tarsus 15; bill to skull 10,- weight 5.1gm. 

Vling formula: W.D. 4fh=5th, 2nd=< 7.5fl'm; 3rd < 2.5; 6th< 1.5; 7th< 4; 8th< 5.5; 
9th< 6.5; ;Oth < 9. lhe lst pri;mary was 6.5 primary coverts. Primaries 
3rd-6th were emarginated. 

Mario V. Gauci 

M. V.G. - 'Goldcres"/:: ', Plot 1, Ghar Ba.rka, Rabat, MaLta. 

WHITE-RUMPED SWIFT APUS GAFFER - A NEW RECORD FOR MALTA 

A lmen of a Whlte-rumped Swift Apus caffer was recently noted in a local 
coLLect of stuffed birds~ It was dated but had not been identified. lhis species has 
never been recorded in MaLt a. l he specimen in question had been shot on 25 May 1974 at 
I l-Faqqanija. It was among a loose flock of about 200 Swifts Apus apus. 

lhe bird's wcngs and deeply-forked tail are brownish black. lhe rest of the body 
is bluish bLack, excepi for a white patch on the chin and a white band on the rump, 
extending to the sides-. 1he wing-Length is 136mm. lhe longest talL feathers are 70mm 
while the shortest are 38mm. 

lts breeding range is sub-Saharan Africa, central Morocco and, since 1964, southern 
n. Jt has occurred accidentally in Flnland in 1968 and in North Yemen 1n 1982. 
populations are resident while others are migrant or partial migrant (Fry~C.H., 

Keith,S. & Urban E.K. lhe Birds of Africa. Academic Press. 1988). 

lhe Maltese name given to the species ls Hundun tal-Hawwief. 

lhanks are due to Aswero Vassallo for some of the above information. 

Joe Sultana & Manwel Mallia 

J.S. - 3 Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-lys Junction, BrKara, Malta. 
M.M. - 20 Grace Street, Zebbug, Maltao 

FIRST OCCURRENCE OF THE MASKED SHRIKE LANIUS NUBICUS IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 
While. ringing at Lunzjata 1 Gozo on 20 October 1985, a Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 

-sized bird, later identified as a Masked Shrike Lanius rmbicus, was flushed from a fig 
i·ree and was seen flying into another fig tree. lne first thing that was noticed was 
an extensive white shoulder patch which was ver·y pronounced. lhe blrd had another white 
area on its forehead. lt appeared slimmer than a Woodchat Shrike and had a remarkably 
Long tail. lhe underparts were washed with brown. lhe bird was seen itF clear sunl~ght 
at 0840 hourse It stayed in the fig tree for about ten minutes and then flew across 
the field to a partly dead tree. It did not behave like a Woodchat Shrike and never· 
settled on an exposed perch. tt stayed reasonably welL hidden in the fig tree and f;~ the 
dead tree. lhe bird was wai"ched for about twenty minutes. 

lhls shr~ke is a summer visitor to lurkey, Greece and southern YugosLavia and ',s a 
vagrant to the rest of Europe~ 

lhe 1""laltese name given ls Kaccamendula tal-Maskra. 
John Grech 

J.G. - 12 Sir Paul Boffa Street:., Victoria, Gozo, Malta. 
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UNUSUAL MOULT IN A WOOD WARBLER PHYLLOSCOPUS SIB/LATRIX 

An aduLt Y~ood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix caught for r 1 ng 1 ng at Xemx i on 
14 September 1988 was found to have undergone a partial post-nuptiaL moult in 
European breeding ground. lhe bird had moulted the following remiges: pp 3-4 and ss 6-8 
as well as some greater coverts~ All other tracts showed no sign of mouLt and as such 
showed a contrast between old feathers and the brighter green of the new feathers, 

'lhe bird also had an unusually short second primary which fell between pp 5-6. lhis 
could have been due to the fact that pp 3-4 were new while 2s5 and 6 were noi, and as 
such would have undergone some wear since their Last moult. 

John Attard Montalto 

J.A~M. - 19/lA Mciver Street, Sliema, Malta. 

FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH MONT/COLA SOUTAR/US 

A male Blue Rock lhrush Monticola solitarius was noted wlnterinc for 2 consecutive 
years ln a disused quarry at las-Sghajtar, l/o Naxxar. lhe following method of feeding 
was observeC:~ 

lhe bird perched on an exposed rock 3 to 10m above the ground, watching for suiiable 
food items. When it spotted its prey, which in many cases consisted of insects of the 
order Coleoptera, it flew to the ground, grabbed the prey and carried it on a flat stone 
or slab of rock. lhere it battered the prey against the ground, then lt stood back and 
waited, presumably to check whether the prey was dead before eating ii. Sometimes it 
hovered momentarily before grabbing the prey. 

lhe averaae size of the insects eaten was 2 to 3cm. On one occasion the bird took 
a Large insect~ about Scm long of the order Orthoptera in flight. On another occasion, 
the same bird was observed feeding on winged ants (probably Messot sp.) in a flycatcher 

l ike manner 0 

Mark Falzon 

t-l.F. - '!IJarija', Is-Sghajtar, Naxxar, Malta. 

RECORDS OF SKYLARK ALAUDA ARVENSIS SINGING IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 

lhe Skylark Alauda arvensis is a very common autumn migrant but only a fev..' manage to 
winrer~ probably due to shooting. A small return passage is often observed in spri 
It had never been recorded singing in the Maltese Islands (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. A 
Guide to the Birds of Malta. lhe Ornithological Society, Valletta: ~!alta. 1982). 

On 10 February 1987, at Mgarr ix-Xini in Gozo, a Skylark was noted giving its aerial 
song. lhe bird continued singing throughout the 5 minutes that we stayed in the area. 
Skylarks have been recorded singing at Ghadira in February -March on a few occaslons 
in recent years C J. Sultana & C. Gauci, pers. comm. ). 

Richard Cachia Zannni t & John Borg 

R.C.Z. - 20 Oleander Avenue, Santa Lucia, Malta. 
J.B. -Block C 2 Flat 5, Govt. Rousing Escate, Ta' Xbiex, Malta. 

A PAIR OF SWALLOWS HIRUNDO RUSTICA SUSPECTED BREEDING IN JUNE 1988 

At abowt 0800 hrs on 5 June 1988, on a country road leading from Girgenti to Zebbug 
(Malta), a couple of Swallows Hirundo rustica were noted perching on an electric 
about 15rr, away from the road. As these birds were rather Late in their migration 
the possibility of breeding was raised. 

After a few minutes observat len, the two Swallows took off and came searching for 
insects, flying very low, just on the road from where the authors were observinq; sometiP~es 
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