I.-MERILL No. 25 1988

noadu Waroter Phytd P ibilatrix caught for ringing at Xemxija on
T4 Sepiember 1988 was—found to have—undergone s—partial post—nuptial moult in its
European bresding ground: Fhe—bird—had—mowtied the following remiges: pp 3-4 and $s 6-8
35 well as some greater coverts: Ablothertracts showed no sign of moult and as such
showeda comfrast between—otd—feathers snd—+he brighier green of the new feathers,

‘Tﬁé‘bfrﬁ‘atso*had*an*uﬂnsua++y45hef#gseeeﬂé;szimary4whighgieilgbeimeenggpgi:éJ lhis
coutd have beem dus—to—the—fact—that pp3-4—were—hew while 2,5 and 6 were noi, and as
such woutd—have undergone—some—wear—since thelr last moult.

JohaAttard Montalto

FEML = TSAIA Metver Street, Sliema, Malta.

FEEDING BEHAVIOUR OF THE BLUE ROCK THRUSH MONTICOLA SOLITARIUS

A male Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius was noted winfering for 2 consecutive
years in a disused gquarry af las-Sghajtar, t/o Naxxar. The following method of feeding
was observed,

The bird perched on an exposed rock 3 to 10m above the ground, watching for suifable
food items. When it spotted its prey, which in many cases consisted of insects of the
order Coleoptera, it flew to the ground, grabbed the prey and carried it on a flat stone
or slab of rock. Tlhere it battered the prey against the ground, then it stood back and
waiied, presumably fo check whether the prey was dead before eating it. Sometimes it
hovered momentarily before grabbing the prey.

The average size of the insects eaten was 2 to 3cm. On one occasion the bird took
a targe insect about 5cm long of the order Orthoptera in ftight. On another occasion,

the same bird was observed feeding on winged anfs (probably Messot sp.) in a flycatcher
Like manner.

iark Falzon

M.F. - *Marija', Is-Sghajtar, Naxxar, Malta.

comgs The-bird-continued—singihg—throughout—he 5-minutes that we stayed Ln the ares
- Fa hadira in F - PP N
irrrecent years ( & Suttame §6: Gauel, pers, comm.),
Richard—CachiaZammit g§John Borg
RrCiZ: -~ 2061 Avenue,Santa Lucia, Malta.
JvB., = Bluck Flat—S—GovtHousing Estate, Ta! Xbi Malta

After—a few mingtes—observation; the—tw vallows—took—off and came searching for

insects; ftying very tow; just-on—the road from—whero—th uthors were observing; sometimes
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