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Simon’s Hobson’s choice

Simon Busuttil (right) could have argued that, 10 years down the line, there have been innumerable
incidences where, besides turtle dove and quail, many more species have been systematically targeted by
hunters in spring, blatantly flouting the derogation conditions, and that self-regulation by hunters, coupled
with watered-down enforcement, has simply failed. Photos: Mark Zammit Cordina

Prior to pronouncing himself on the spring hunting
referendum, Simon Busuttil must have been in an
unenviable position.

On one hand, trying to the endear the Nationalist
Party to (or at least, not further alienate it from)
environmental NGOs, following years of sparring
between the two sides regarding dubious decisions
taken by previous administrations, and handling
the albatross around his neck — his active
involvement in obtaining from the EU a derogation
for Maltese hunters to be able to practise their ‘pastime’ even during the spring season. By
declaring his intention to vote in favour of retaining spring hunting, Joseph Muscat effectively
served Busuttil with a Hobson’s choice.

Busuttil chose to opt for damage limitation and to steer clear of the ‘inconsistency’ minefield, as
declaring a different position would have handed brownie points to detractors pointing to his
inconsistent stance. While | understand that politics is all about choosing your battles and that
constant fire-fighting comes in the way of upholding your principles, | feel that Busuttil should
have been bolder. U-turns are generally perceived to be anathema to good governance, but
reasoned ones are certainly not.

Adaptive management — a concept that has nowadays become a cornerstone of management
protocols in many disciplines ranging from the environment to the financial sector and marketing
— dictates periodically going back to the drawing board and revisiting your plans after the
emergence of new evidence suggesting that your previous strategy is not working. Evidence-
based policymaking has almost become a mantra nowadays, rather than cast-in-stone positions.

Busuttil could have argued that, 10 years down the line, there have been innumerable
incidences where, besides turtle dove and quail, many more species have been systematically
targeted by hunters in spring, blatantly flouting the derogation conditions, and that self-
regulation by hunters, coupled with watered-down enforcement, has simply failed. He could



have argued that, against such a backgraund, he la compelled to rethink his position as I e
incraasingly self-avident thal hunters ara nat complying with condilons stipulated In the EU
dercgation and that he k& teking such & pesltion responslbly to put a etop to the widespread
plEags of blodivarsity caused by the abuse of the dercgation.

He would nave opanad himeell to broadeldes from varous quarterg In the short tanm, but Mirgs
would have panned cut In & far more rosler way In the long tarm. Cne hopes that his position
Is not yet another signal that e PN might have given up trying fo Win over and ovencome the
cynlcism of e environmantal lobiy,
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For sure, If the refsrendum was held this May, rather In Aprl prior 1o the annual two-wesk
spring hurting saseon, the culcome would have been a forepene monclusion, with the
widsspread poaching of pretectsd species and other Infrinpements by the communiy, which
Invarlably happene aach spring, tipping the scakes In favour of the No camp.

The quastion thet Inevitably eckona |& the following: which Lubour or Netionalist MP (aside
from Markene Farmugla, whoss (sudable stance |g tampensd by e profesged ntention not to
contset fubine elsctions) Wil have the fitine to publicly declare file or her oppesition & sprng
hunting? This would entall golng against the flew and winning pemmanent opprobimum from the
hunting fratemity, butl | would cerainly win the reapect of the publis

The gartied ard mind-bogoling Tonl Absda approach, whoe s pamonally sgalnet spring hunting
but le atlll towing the unofficlal party line as a deputy leader and voling yes, I8 cariainly not one
o follow.

Tunnara Museum [a In dire straits

The moat vislble tesimeny to the anclent tradiion
of tha wna fishing (tunnara) 1e the mdetence of the
Tunhara Miuseum on ona of the flanks of Mpllista
Bay, The mussum |s heussd In the Weatrenes
Battery, 4 boachskle dafensive outpost erglnally
congtructsd by Grand Maater Ramon Fenelios in
1718 and which wag the firet 1o ke overun by tha
marauding French durng thelr Invasion of the '
Islands In 1794,

A regult of succesaive events, the hattery |
Inesdtricably linked with the tunnars Induatry, In
fack on June 1, 1748, Grand Mastar Manued Pinio
de Fonasra viied the batbery and ofMclally 3
opened the wnnara season In Mellisha Bay. The
Tollowing day, the first tuna flsh was caught
through thie technigus and f was presantad o the
Grand Maater 83 8 ghfl. Thiz sesied the buliding's
fate for confurnes to come, and although during e
Whrld War Il the British added a besch pesl an s \ - "
saarchilght %o the buliding, ils relson cfetre was e s Dy \l
ﬂmhwn |nﬁ'1'ﬂm|¥ linked with the bnndra T willys W | Ui
and the etoring of caught tuna. - W s =

The Tunnara Museum In Mellleha ls a gem, unique In the WMaliese Istands, For this reagon, one
cannet underatand why the museum rarely features in tourdst brechures, is ramsly, If aver,
included In tourtem promotional activitisa and curmantly largely llss, off the toudstic besten track,
overshadowed by Ihe ravenous bullding development anound It

The preflle and staiure of this atiraction showd ba ralsad, It 8 nconcalvable that, while Sicllan
islande |lke Favignana e synonymoes with the henara, we chegss almest 1o discand this
heritage. The wolunteers wha keep the place allve, especially Teny Vallstta, should be lauded
for thelr work and, altinugh Mellieha locsl counel subsidiess the mysagms. upkeop, te



authorities, privale ssctor or NGOs shauld provide more tangible encoursgement. Enirancs to
the mugeum B against a humble donation.

The batlery's facade s showling the halimarks of prolonged exposurs o the elamente and I8 In
urgsnt nead of restoration. Who will Invest to save the Tunnara Musaum housad In the
Weglreme Batiery from Hz cusrent plight and ansure that this mamory of a bygone ara and
practics of our Meditarranean flshing legacy ls preserved for posterdiy?

Breakthrough In fight against pollution
Some of the moet Ingldicus chamical poliutants In the emvicament are pamistent halogan-
cortalning organic compounds, such ag the deaded polychlorinated bipheryla (PCBa).

Altheugh PCE preduction has been phasad cut giobally since 2001, It k& estimated that, In view
of thelr recalclirant nature (they resist chemical aftack from aclds and bases, and from heat),
an astimated 10 per cent of the wo million tong of PCBS produced since 1929 remain in the
environment, Incinaration of domestc {such as some refrigerators) and Industral products (auch
as fire retardants and transfirmers) contalning PCBs leads to highly toxic by products, such as
dioxing, being released.

The 15-year EU-imded project ressarch project Dehelores by the team of eclentists led by
David Lays from Manchester Unlversity, has finally managed to provide a feaslble blo-
mmadiation {addreesing pollutdon through a Iving organiam) soluton t> PCB contaminetion.

The project Identfied strains of bacterla which, In the presence of vilamin B12, are able to
detmfy PCBgs by endracting halogen sirsms from them and Incorporating tham In thelr protelna.
The team was evan able to prove this by genarating 3D Images, through a technkjue known as
X-ray crystsliography, of the proteins producad by bacterla.

For detall an thie cutting-adge messarch visit the webslte below.

hitp: fcordis.auropaswprojecticn/B7842 _an.irtml

The Mepa board unsnimonsly rejectsd plenndng applicetion PA 1820/14, proposing the constracton of & dwelling
on Maraalfoen Boad, Xaghr, ecknowladging the site’s high scenic valnes,

The odd sliver lining

Despite the relentiess mill of sobering environmental nows, the odd positive news ilem
sormewhat helps to uplift one's spafl. This i the casas with planning application PA 1822114,
proposing the construction of 8 dweliing on Marsalfom Road, Xaghra, which has been
exiensively Teeturad by this columin in previous wesks.

Deapita & pleathora of lbgiimate reasons why the proposed devalopimant should ba rejectad
ouiright, which wens 2l diligently listed by the Malta Ervironment end Planning Authority case
officer (such ag high scenle value, site lies In 2 scheduled vallsy and aguifer protection zona),
opponents of thie development ware epprashenslve about the evantuel outcome.

Following & recernt st2 visit by the Mepa board, the proposal was unanimously rejected by Is
mombare, who achowisdged the stas hlﬂh szl value,

The percsverancs of come applicants Is legendary and the si® has alrsady bean In developers’
sights In the past.



One hopes that Mepa’s latest decision is the ultimate dampener on further development
aspirations for the site.
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