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Maita sabet ruhha mdahhla
fit-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija sa
mill-10 ta’ Gunju, 1940
sakemm fl-ahhar waslet ir-
rebha ta’ I-alleati fit-8 ta’
Settembru 1943. In-nies tal-
Kottonera kienu mwissija
biex johorgu minn dik in-
naha ta’ pajjizna minhabba I-
periklu kbir li kien jezisti fil-
kaz li kienu jibdew Il-attakki
ta’ Il-ghadu mill-ajru. -
Kottonera, il-Belt, u I-Furjana
mdawrin bil-Port il-Kbir u t-
Tarzna jkunu I-mira ta’ |-
ghadu, ghalhekk ikun ahjar li
l-abitanti jsibu xi post ghall-
kenn fl-irhula tan-naha ta’ fuq
ta’ pajjizna.

Hekk sehh fil-11 ta’ Gunju: gziritna
giet attakkata bi hruxija kbira bil-
bombi mill-ajru; kulhadd twerwer u
bla telf ta’ Zmien, dakinhar stess,
sar l-esodu ‘il barra minn dawn I-
ibliet. Missieri, ommi, jien u ohti
tlagna b'karozzin lejn Wied il-
Ghajn b'ta’ fugna sendugna, fil-
post tal-villeggjatura. Imma d-
destin raga’ lagatna hazin. Habta
u sabta lGvern hareg twissija
urgenti lin-nies ta’ dan il-lokal biex
minnu fih jitilgu il barra minn Wied
il-Ghajn. Mhemmx x'taghmel,
kellna ndabbru rasna ximkien
iehor. lz-zija, oht ommi, li sa minn
gimgha qabel ma bdiet il-gwerra

kienet telget lejn Haz-Zebbug,
fdar fi Trig De Rohan, semghet
din l-ahbar. Bla telf ta’ zmien
baghtetiina messagg mal-
pulizija biex ahna nitiighu Haz-
Zebbug, fejn sabitiina karma go
dar kbira fi Trig Mamo. Mat-
twissija li hareg il-Gvern, taxis,
karozzini u karozzi tal-linja nizlu
fil-pjazza ta’ Wied il-Ghajn biex
igorru ‘I kulhadd lejn l-irhula ta’
fug. Fdik il-fixkla u konfuzjoni
kollha sibna taxi u tlagna lejn
Haz-Zebbug. Sibna liz-zija
fistenniena fil-bieb, u
laggghatna ma’ sid id-dar, is-
Sur Kelin u s-sinjura tieghu
Liza.

is-Sur Kelin, pensjonant, kien fi
zmienu s-surmast tal-banda tar-
rahal. Mizzewwed u bla ffal,
haseb u ra kif ghamel biex mid-
dar kbira li kellu jikri hames
kmamar separati minn xuixin lil
hames familji refugjati li sabu
kenn fir-rahal. Missieri ftiehem
mieghu fuq il-kera fix-xahar; bl-
uzu ta' lampa wahda ta' |-
elettriku fil-kamra. llma ma
kienx hemm - kien irid jingieb
minn fug l-ghajn tal-gvern, vicin
hafna tad-dar. Ghall-ilma
mahmug kien hemm fossa
komuni, responsabbli ghaliha s-
sid. L-erba’ familji fl-erbat
ikmamar i-ohra sirna nafuhom
mill-ewwel. Kieni mit-tiett ibliet,
hbieb taghna lkoll. Tfal zghar
ma kienx hemm.

Meta ghadda ftit taz-zmien, il-
biza’ nagas sewwa. Meta
ddoqq is-sirena b’sinjal li gej I-
ghadu, konna ningabru fl-
intrata. Is-Sur Kelin kien gal li
kienet I-aktar parti soda tad-dar;
kienet dobblu, bis-sagaf mibni
troll. Konna nitolbu i ma nsofru
l-ebda danni. Jekk I-isparar
jitgawwa konna nitoibu biex |-
gjruplani jitfghu il-bombi fil-
bahar jew fil-hamrijal Sa |-
ewwel sena tal-gwerra, bombi
firrahal ma waqghux. Ghall-
ewwel, il-knisja ta’ Mamo kienet
maghluga — sakemm fxi zmien
dahlu fiha xi refugjati ohra. II-
knisja  tal-parro¢ca  dejjem
mimlija bin-nies jisimghu il-
quddies li kien jigi ¢éelebrat il-
hin kollu tal-gurnata. li-girien
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kien jaghdruna u kienu jixtieq jghinuna.

La ged nitkellmu fuq il-girien ma rridx
ninsa nsemmi lil Giljanu, guvni jghix ma’
ohtu I-mizzewga. Kien jahdem fug
karozza tal-linja tar-rahal, bniedem
twajjeb, mill-ahjar, jixtieqg jghin lir-refugjati
kollha. Meta sar jaf kif konna hallejna
hwejjigna bl-ghamara b’kollox warajna
fid-dar tal-Birgu, gie fugna u weghidna li
hu kien lest jinzel sai-Birgu bit-trakk u
igorrilna l-ghamara sar-rahal qabel ma d-
dar tintlagat bil-bombi. Imma l-ghamara
fejn konna se nahznuha? Fkamartna
ma kellniex post. Missieri beda jistaqgsi ‘|
hinn u ‘I hawn ghal xi karma vojta, mqar
kantina, fejn nistghu nahznu l-ghamara.
Wahda gara ohra minn ta’ hdejna saret
taf bil-problema taghna. Bla kliem xejn,
akkwistat il-muftieh ta’ kamra, bla
servizzi ta' xejn, fi Triq Kempis, bizzejjed
kemm toqghod I-ghamara. Giljan,
ghalhekk, seta’ jinzel bit-trakk sal-Birgu —
Birgu fantazma, il-bini jirbombja ma kull
keima - fetah il-bieb tad-dar, ghabba
kollox fuq it-trakk u saq lejn Triq Kempis.
Tista' tghid kollox salvajna. Giljan ma
ried hlas ta’ xejn, imma ommi ghaddiet
biéctejn ghamara il oht Giljan, ghall-
kamra tat-tfal zghar taghha.

IL-GWERRA TIHRAX,
HAJJA TEHZIEN.

IL-

Ghall-bidu ta’ 1-1941, gziritna bdiet tigi
attakkata mhux biss mill-ajruplani Taljani
imma anke minn dawk Germanizi li kienu
nizlu fil-bazi ta’ Sqallija. L-attakki mill-
ajru zdiedu bil-lejl u bin-nhar u bi hruxija
liema bhala. Bdejna nisimghu bl-imwiet
tal-Maltin fis-servizzi militari u givili.
Anke fir-rahal intefghu il-bombi u
ntradmu n-nies. Mina nizlet bil-paraxut
hdejn il-knisja tad-Dawl. B’ghageb ta’
kulhadd, ma splodietx. L-ikel naqas
drastikament; kollox razzjonat;, htigijiet
ohra essenzjali ghal-hajja drajna
nghaddu minghajrhom. Infethu I-Victory
Kitchens ma’ Malta kollha — biex tiehu
porzjoni ridt ikoliok il-kupun ta’ sehmek.
Bdew jithaffru x-xelters ghall-pubbliku u
fid-djar  privati. Ahna thajjarna.
Ftehemna u gbilna i jithaffer xelter
b’Zewg bokok: wahda fil-bitha u I-ohra fil-
gnien. Is-Sur Kelin gabel, imma bil-
kundizzjoni li sehemu fil-flus ma jhallsux,
u jkun jista’ juza x-xelter kell meta jrid.
Pietru, pensjonant tal-flotta Ingliza u



martu Sunta stgarrew li flus ma
kellhomx, u xtaqu jinziu fix-xelter
xorta. Familja ohra — ta’ Govanna
— mara anzjana mixhuta fsodda
bla sahha, flimkien mat-tliet ulieda
ta’ eta” nofsana, skartaw Il-idea
tax-xelter b'rispett lejn ommhom, i
ma seftghatx tqum mis-sodda.
Aktar mal-gwerra hraxet u Il-hajja
hzienet, aktar bdiet tintilef I-
armonija ta' bejnietna. ll-kalma u
s-soledarjeta” bdew jisfumaw fix-
xejn; In-nervi bdew jisplodu u bdew
il-botti lil xulxin. Sadattant ix-xelter
thaffer, il-baqqunier thallas, u mad-
daqq tas-sirena u |-isparar tal-
kanuni kuthadd kien jinzel jigri fix-
xelter. Darba wahda, fix-xitwa,
hakmet lill-gziritna maltempata
kbira, bix-xita niezla I-hin kollu. ix-
xelter imtela bl-lma. Is-sirena
habbret attakk iehor. Fix-xelter
hadd ma seta’ jinzel. X'naghmlu?

Kien hemm fir-rahal ragel maghruf
ghat-tisqija  tal-gonna  bil-mutur
tieghu. Qabbadnieh ibattliina I-
iima mill-fond tax-xelter malajr
kemm jista’ jkun. Qdiena, u ried
jithallas ta’ xoghiu. Haga ta’ I
iskantament - hadd ma ried johrog
sehmu.  Hawnhekk mhux botti
bdew jghaddu bejnietna; bdew |-
insulti bejn ir-refugjati.  L-inkwiet
kompla Zzdied meta sirna nafu li
anke |-kera tax-xelter, mhux il
familji koltha kienu jhalisu bl-istess
rata.  Biex tkompli taghgad il-
borma, jien kont spiss nidhol fil-
gnien baxx baxx, inhares u
nistaghgeb b'dawk is-sigar kollha
mimlija laring, mandolin, rummien
u anke tal-banana, bl-ghanqud tal-
frott. Gurnata fost l-ohrajn dhalt fil-
gnien u ddecidejt li nagta’ laringa.
Is-Sur Kelin induna bil-laringa
mohbija fil-but tal-galziet qasir.
Sejjahli u ried ikun jaf x'ghandi fil-
but. Ingbadt.  M'ghandniex xi
nghidu, sar qorti shih. Is-Sur Kelin
u s-Sinjura Liza bdew spiss
jitkellmu b'lehen gholi u jghidu
kemm fdawn il-granet kienu
Zdiedu I-hallelin, u nagsu I-balklori
fil-Port il-Kbir. Ommi wissietni biex
ma nidholx izjed fil-gnien. Dawk I-
esklamazzjonijiet kienu mahsubin
ghalina, biex ikomplu jzidu d-diega
ta’ qalbna.

IL-GWERRA  SE
TINTREBAH ZGUR

FI-1942  il-bombi  komplew
jaghmlu herba mhux biss fuq il-
portijiet, it-tarzna u l-ajrudromi,
izda kullimkien. F'April intlagtet
id-dar taghna fil-Birgu. Ommi
bkiet. Kienet id-dota taghha
taz-zwieg. l-hajja  saret
iddisprata ghalina. Tkellimna
mas-sidien tal-bini fir-rahal,
inkluz il-prokuratur tal-knisja ta’
San Filep, ghax la darba konna
drajna r-rahal, stajna nibqghu
hemm, basta nsibu dar bil-bieb
ghal rasna. lzda kollu ta’ xejn.
ll-problema ta nuqgqas ta’ djar
kienet fl-aqwa taghha.
Bizzejjed nghidu li ntlagtu ma’ |-
24,000 dar bilhidma ta’ I-
ghadu.

BDEW JIGU
HAFNA
NISA
HANUT,
JISTAQSU
LIL FREDU
META SE
TISPICCA L-
GWERRA!

FIL-

F'Awissu beda jfegg xaqq dawl.
Dahal fMalta il-konvoy “ia’
Santa Marija”, li ta' hajja gdida
lil Malta. F’Novembru waslu
erba’ vapuri ohra mghobbija bi
provisti ta’ ikel. [l-wasla tal-
vapuri bla mittiefsa kienet sinjal
tal-bidu tat-tmiem tal-gwerra.
Zdied ir-razzjon; il-kwart u nofs
hobz iswed spi¢ta. Fredu, sid
il-hanut tal-merca, beda jbassar
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u jghid lili-klijenti tieghu li I-gwerra kienet
waslet fit-tmiem. Bdew jigu hafna nisa
fil-hanut, anke minn bnadi ohra, jistagsu
lil Fredu meta se tispi¢cca l-gwerral li-
gwerra se tintrebah zgur, il-jum tar-rebha
hu viéin, imma meta ma nafux. Fredu
kien jaf jagra bl-Ingliz ghax fzoghzitu
kien dahal fl-armata Ingliza; allura kien
jifhem sewwa {-ahbarijiet ta’ kuljum fugq il-
mixja tal-gwerra. L-avvanz ta’ l-alleati
kien jidher ¢ar mis-siltiet fil-gurnali Inglizi.
Dak li kien ged jixtarr sehibna ma kinux
xi sigrieti militari. Kien itir bil-ferh meta
jagra r-rebhiet militari favur taghna kemm
fMalta u wisq izjed fl-Ewropa u |-Afrika.
Isimghu ftit dawn |-ahbarijiet li jgajmulek
kuragg ta’ sur:

The 8". Army advanced beyond a
number of enemy strong points, gains
outstanding allies success in air and
sea.

Here is a clear proof that U.S.A is
indeed prepared to give its sons to
die in the cause of an allied victory to
be won on the soil of Europe. Prime
Minister Winston Chirchill said now
that the main force of the enemy has
been broken, the battie of Egypt and
that of Tobrouk is over.

On the 15". The church bells of
Britain rang for victory to-day Sunday
after 20 months of silence; this
message was heard everywhere. At
Westminster, the Council of
Government announced the gift of
LM10,000,000 to assure the people
and property owners of Malta the
repairs of heavy damage inflicted by
the enemy. The people can thus look
forward with complete confidence.

More merchant ships arrived in
harbour. This was the news that
people heard with delight, it spread
like wild fire. Last week’s convoy will
prove to have been the turning point
in the maintenance of the fortress and
the allocation of increased rations is a
first step for effecting immediate
easement.

On the 23", Dec: New ration seales
approved. Public to have a choice.
Victory Kitchens become optional
now that supplies situation was
easier.





