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SHORT NOTES

ARRIVAL DATES OF MANX SHEARWATERS AT COLONIES IN MALTA

The Manx Shesrwater Puffinus puffinus Is the commonest shearwater In the western
palearctic, with two sub-species being found in the Mediterranean. The Puffinus p.
mauretanicus of the Balearics, and the Puffinus p. yelkouan of the sastern Mediterranean,
including the Maltese Islands., The Manx Shearwater is a common breeding visitor to the
Maltese lslands.

Sultana & Gauc! (1982) record that birds start arriving at their colonies from
February. Manx Shearwaters had never been recorded locally In the months of November
and December, untitl five were seen off the east coast on 31 December 1974 (Gauci &
Sultana, 1975), Prior to this date there had been only one sighting betwsen August and
February. This dearth of records was probably due *to the lack of sea watching.
Forty-three birds were caounted in one afterncon off the northern tip of Malta on the
24 November 1976 (Sultana & Gauci 1982), Single birds were noted flying off the south
coast of Malta, near Filfla, during December and January in recent years (pers.obs.).
As sightings of this shearwater increased during the early winter months, various visits
were conducted to the largest breeding colony, situated in the northern part of Matta,
to determine whether adult birds started visiting the colonies before January.

The first visit was made on 25 November 1983, when no signs of birds visiting
colonies were found. On the second visit on 12 December, birds had already been ashore,
as footprints were seen in front of many burrows. Waiting until after dark, we managed to
catch one bird which had been ringed in previous years, another was seen, while one was
heard calling out at sea. In the following year we again went to the colony on 12 Decem—
ber when two were trapped. In 1985 we visited the colony on an earlier date, on
8 December. Footprints were seen in front of several nest holes. Remalning until after
dark we managed to catfch one, while another was seen flying close to the cliff,

During these visits the weather was calm with clear skies and no moon, except for the
night of 12 December 1983 which was calm but with an overcast sky and a Light drizzle.
A morning visit on 3 December 1986 revealed that birds had already been ashore as fresh
footprints were found in front of some burrows.

We would Like fo thank all those persons, particularly John Attard Montalto,
who accompanied us on our visits.
References

Gaucl, C. & Sultana, J. 1975. MOS Ringing Group Report for 1974, Il-Merill 16: 1-25.
Suttana, J. & Bauci, C. 1982, A New Guide to the Birds of Malta. The Ornithological

Society : Valletta.

John Borg & Richard Cachia Zammit

- Block C2 Flat 5 Housing Estate, Ta'Xbiex, Malta.

J.B.
R.C.Z. - 20 Oleander Ave. Sta.Lucia, Malta.

15


smica06
Cross-Out


