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also in at roes ts, espec 1 a l FLori ana. Numbers decreased to Low daub le 
es after with last on 14 1-2 on sporadic dates between May-P..ug, 
y from Gozo. l on 21st and 4 on Sep, then 1-2 on a few days from 3rd, 

with most from 19 Oct onwards. Double Figures (up to 50) on most days, but a 

passage reported at Benghisa on 24 Oct. 
1986 Single to low double figures in with numbers increasing between late Feb 

and late rv1ar, ca.800 (roosti ana on 25 Feb highest. Single figures 
on a few on 6 dates ln May. 2 on 19 Jun and 1 on 26 Jul. 
l hen 1-3 on dates i r. On autumn on 9th and from 19 Oct onwards 
ln single to Low doubLe max 30 at on 31 Oct. 

REDPOLL Carduelis f_Iammea 
1985 of the nominate race 

CROSSBiLL Loxia curvirostra 
1985 1 at Ghadira on 13 JuL. 

Krucjat 

HAWF!NCH coccothraustes coccot:hraustes laz-Zebbug 
1985 1 on 14 Oct. 
1986 : 11 on 8 dates from 10 Oct to 8 Nov. with 20+ on Gozo and 

on 8 at Fornm ir-Rlh on 22 Ocij' otherwise 1-2. 

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella 
1985 : 1 at Delimara on 30 Sep. 

ORlOLAN BUN11NG Embexiza hoxtulana 
1985 : 2 at Gharghur on 16 Apr. 

Durrajsa Safra 

Ortolan 

RUSi l C BUNl I NG Emberiza .rustica Durrajsa Oastn 1 ja 
1986 : 1 rlnged at Lunzjata on 19 Oct. 

at Buske·ft 

REED BUNl!NCJ Emberiza schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Oascb 
1985 :-2 at Ghadira in Ja;t-Feb to 17th and 1 at same place from 10-24 Mar. '! on 

and 1-3 on most from 26 Oct to 27 Nov; 't-2 at Ghadira from 7-25 Dec. Most 

signtings in autumn ai ira, Xemxija and 
1986 Si on 5 Jan and 20-24 fv':ar at Ghadira. at Ghadira fron; 13 Oct to 31 Dec, 

wi most between m-Id-Nov and mid-Dec when 1-8 but 10 on 17 Nov. Sightlngs 
outside Ghadira in Novr mostLy at Xernxijc and Lunzjata. 

CORN BUNl lNG Miliaria calandra 
1985 Breeding in various sites. Hi numbers in Sep-Oct probably due to migrants 

with max 50 at Ghadlra on 21 
1986 Breedi with highest number 1 15 at Ghadira. Up to 30 on a few 

days in \cates migration. 
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1986-87 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 
(Ringing & Research Conuni ttee) 

.lhis report covers the two-year period 1986-87 duri 
ringed. By the end of 1987 the grand total of birds ri 
stood at 175,571 of 155 species and 2 hybrids. 

which period 22,122 birds were 
since ringing started in 1965 

lhe number of birds ri in 1986 was 11,41.1 of 92 species 1 three of which, namely 
Little Egret, White-winged lern and Paddyfield WarbLer were new additions to the 
ringing list. It was also the first time that the Paddyf WarbLer was recorded in the 
Maltese Islands. In 1987 the number of birds rinoed was 1 
other new species were added to the ringing list ::_ Squacco and 
Pallas's Warbler 1 the Latter two oeing also new to the list 

By the end of 1987 the ten species which 
ringed since 1965 were as follows: (the number 
given). 

the List of the number of birds 
irds ringed in 1986 & 1987 are also 

Species 

Robin 
Chi ffchaff 
Swallow 
Storm Petrel 
Spanish Sparrow 
Sardinian Warbler 
BLackcap 
Sand fV1ar t in 
Garden Warbler 
House Martin 

1965-87 1986 

G6 
299 
135 

1987 

393 
26 

4 i 1 

lne monthly totals of birds ri:1ged for the two-year period under review are figured 
in the following table: 

1986 1987 

Months No. of birds No. of No. of birds No. of 
ringed species ringed species 

Jan. 696 19 745 2.1 
Feb. 556 "17 510 
IV;ar. 664 30 1 '539 40 
Apr. 1,499 40 1 '569 49 
May 1,394 37 791 42 
Jun. 176 1i )57 17 
JuL. 209 9 302 13 
Aug. 652 31 445 21 
Sep. 685 43 486 43 
Oct. 2,482 53 821 58 
Nov. 1 '766 38 42 
Dec. 635 24 516 

Apart from the list of ri and recove-ry totaLs to the end of 987, ~his rcoort 
consists of a section dealing w recoveries of 15 spec repcrte during 1986-87. 
Fifteen of these recover which involve ten species, were reported As in 

revious years hirundines f gure nently ir1 this section. Four of inierest i 
rea House Martin recovered in 7 vears after rinoino: a Swallow in ;··-''orocco (t\'"'i::o 
sour first bird recovered so in which was coni Led 

41 



IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

at a breeding colony in northern France; and another Swallow recovered in Poland i:S days 
after ring~ng. Although ocCurring in. :leighb'?urlng countries, the .11ost exciting recoveries 
belong to Two Sardinia~ Warblers whicn were rhe first to be recovered abroad, one in ttaly 
and the other in northern lavia. Other interest recoveries involve our first 
Chiffchaff in Luxembourg our second White WagTail this one controlled at a 
roost in Czechoslovakia. 

lhis reoort also carr!es a section of recoveries in Malta of 45 foreign ringed birds 
involving 22 species. As in previous years the finches (2 Chaffincnes, 6 Serins, 
1 Sreenfinch. 1 Siskir, and 4 Linnets) dominatE:: the passerine section, and all have hal Led 
from countries from where these species had already been previously ringed and recovered 
in lv'1alta. Of the other passerines the most interesting recoveries are of two Willow 
Warolers from Lithuania and Belgium respectively (2nd and 3rd WiLlow Warblers to be 
recovered in Malta); the first Yellow ~Vagtail from Lithuania ond the first White Wagtail 
from Hungary. lhe only recovery hailing from Afr:ca is the first Curlew Sandpiper from 
Mauretania (the 4th to be recovered from aborad). lt was sight co~trolled at Ghacira where 
the first Little Stint from Poland (the second from abroad) was also controlled. A Red
footed Falcon recovery from Hungary was the first for this species in Malta while 5 lurtle 
Doves, 3 Marsh Harriers and 3 Ospreys make up most of the other recoverles. 1he Ospreysf 
one of which is the first from East Germany, bring up the totaL to 29 recovered ln Malta; 
all but one hailing from Sweden and FinLand. lhe other recoveries include the 3rcl and 4th 
Cor<'lorants from Denmark, the 3rd Caspian Tern from Flnla,1d and the first Lesser Slack
oacked GuLL from Denmark. 

lwelve ringers - J. Attard Montalto, J. Borg, 0. Cachia, R. Cachia Zammit, V .. CiLia, 
Br. Edmund, R. Galea, C. Gauci, ivl.V. Gauci, B.K. German, J. Grech and J. Sultana, were on 
the MOS books for 1986. In 1987, C. Coleiro joined the group. C. Gauci, as in previous 

was the ing Secretary and was responsible for compiling aLL the ringing data and 
ing the ringing scheme's books. 

Species 

Little Grebe 
'I'achybaptus ruficollis 

Black-necked Grebe 
Podiceps nigricollis 

Corv's Shearwater 
calonectris diomedea 

t~anx Shearwater 
?uffinus puffinus 

Storm Petrel 
Hydrobares pelagicus 

Little Bittern 
Ixobrychus minutus 

Night Heron 
Nycticorax nycticorax 

Squacco Heron 
.LJ.rdeola ralloides 

Little Earet 
Egrettd garzetta 

Kestrel 
Falco rinnunculus 

Hobby 
Falco subbuteo 

Quail 
Coturnix coturnix 

Water Rail 
Rallus aquaticus 

Crake 
a porzana 

Little Crake 
Porzana parva 

Baillon's Crake 
i?orzana pusilla 

RINGING AND RECOVERY TOTALS TO 31. 12 . 8 7 

Ringed 
in 

1986 

149 

544 

Ringed 
in 

1987 

104 

21 

303 

6 

3 3 

2 

2 17 

42 

Grand Total 
ringed 

1965-1987 

3 

1,691 

473 

14,194 

44 

9 

2 

1 

9 

1 

6 

46 

12 

6 

Recovered. 

1986-87 Grarld Total 

4 29 

26 

2 

Moorhen 
Gallinula chloropus 

Coot 
Fulica at:ra 

Stone Curlew 
Burhinus oedicnemus 

Little Ringed Plover 
Charadrius dubius 

Rinaed Plover 
cnaradrius hiat:icula 

La~~~~lus vanellus 

Little Stint 
Calidris minuta 

Temminck's Stint 
Calidris temminckii 

Curlew Sandpiper 
Calidris ferruginea 

Dun lin 
Calidris alpina 

Ruff 
Philomachus pugnax 

Jack Snipe 
Lymnocryptes minimus 

Snipe 
Gallinago gallinago 

Great Snipe 
Gallinago media 

Woodcock 
Scolopax rusticola 

Spotted Redshank 
Tringa ery~hropus 

Redshank 
Tringa tot:anus 

~1a~;~n~~n~g~g~~tilis 
Green shank 

Tringa nebularia 

Green Sandpiper 
Tr inga ochropus 

Wood Sandpiper 
Tringa glareola 

Common Sandpiper 
Ac~i~is hypoleucos 

Mediterranean Gull 
Larus melanocephalus 

Black-headed Gull 
Larus ridibundus 

Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Larus cachinnans 

Sandwich Tern 
S-terna sandvicensis 

White-winged Black Tern 
Chlidon2as leucopterus 

Turtle Dove 
Streptopelia turtur 

Cuckoo 
Cuculus canorus 

:Scgg~s0~~ops 
Short-eared Owl 

Asia flammeus 

Nig~~J1~ulgus europaeus 

Swift 
Apus apus 

Ki~~~~age~t:this 
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27 79 2 

2 44 

5 

-

16 82 464 4 

6 33 

9 43 

8 3 41 

2 35 

18 

4 6 45 3 

2 

3 

20 

9 95 8 

11 22 181 

50 25 237 

2 47 4 

2 1 21 

4 108 

2 

13 

10 12 28 

16 13 107 10 

43 
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at a breeding colony in northern France; and another Swallow recovered in Poland i:S days 
after ring~ng. Although ocCurring in. :leighb'?urlng countries, the .11ost exciting recoveries 
belong to Two Sardinia~ Warblers whicn were rhe first to be recovered abroad, one in ttaly 
and the other in northern lavia. Other interest recoveries involve our first 
Chiffchaff in Luxembourg our second White WagTail this one controlled at a 
roost in Czechoslovakia. 

lhis reoort also carr!es a section of recoveries in Malta of 45 foreign ringed birds 
involving 22 species. As in previous years the finches (2 Chaffincnes, 6 Serins, 
1 Sreenfinch. 1 Siskir, and 4 Linnets) dominatE:: the passerine section, and all have hal Led 
from countries from where these species had already been previously ringed and recovered 
in lv'1alta. Of the other passerines the most interesting recoveries are of two Willow 
Warolers from Lithuania and Belgium respectively (2nd and 3rd WiLlow Warblers to be 
recovered in Malta); the first Yellow ~Vagtail from Lithuania ond the first White Wagtail 
from Hungary. lhe only recovery hailing from Afr:ca is the first Curlew Sandpiper from 
Mauretania (the 4th to be recovered from aborad). lt was sight co~trolled at Ghacira where 
the first Little Stint from Poland (the second from abroad) was also controlled. A Red
footed Falcon recovery from Hungary was the first for this species in Malta while 5 lurtle 
Doves, 3 Marsh Harriers and 3 Ospreys make up most of the other recoverles. 1he Ospreysf 
one of which is the first from East Germany, bring up the totaL to 29 recovered ln Malta; 
all but one hailing from Sweden and FinLand. lhe other recoveries include the 3rcl and 4th 
Cor<'lorants from Denmark, the 3rd Caspian Tern from Flnla,1d and the first Lesser Slack
oacked GuLL from Denmark. 

lwelve ringers - J. Attard Montalto, J. Borg, 0. Cachia, R. Cachia Zammit, V .. CiLia, 
Br. Edmund, R. Galea, C. Gauci, ivl.V. Gauci, B.K. German, J. Grech and J. Sultana, were on 
the MOS books for 1986. In 1987, C. Coleiro joined the group. C. Gauci, as in previous 

was the ing Secretary and was responsible for compiling aLL the ringing data and 
ing the ringing scheme's books. 
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Hoopoe 
Upupa epops 

Wrvneck 
'Jynx t:orquilla 

Short-toed Lark 
Calandrella brachydactyla 

Wood lark 
Lullula arborea 

Sk*}~~~~ arvensis 

Sand Nartin 
Riparia riparia 

Swallow 
Hirundo rus-tica 

Red-rumRed Swallow 
Hirundo daurica 

House Martin 
Delichon urbica 

Richard 1 s Pipit 
A~Lhus novaeseelandiae 

Tawny_Pipit . 
An~nus campestr~s 

Olive-backed Pipit 
Ant2'1us hodgsoni 

Tree Pipit 
Anthus trivialis 

Meadow Pipit 
Anthus pratensis 

Red-throated Pipit 
Anthus cervinus 

Rock/Water Pipit 
Anthus spinoletta 

Ye1;~~c~1~~a}iava 
Grey Waatail 

Motacllla cinerea 

White Waatail 
Mot.aci11a alba 

Wren 
Troglodytes troglodytes 

Dunnock 
Prunella modularis 

Rufous Bush Chat 
Cercotrichas galactotes 

Robin 
Erithacus rubecula 

Thrush Nightinqale 
Luscinia lusCinia 

Nightingale 
Luscinia megarhynchos 

Bluethroat 
Luscinia svecica 

Black Redstart 
Phoenicurus ochruros 

Redstart 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

\Vhinchat 
saxicola rubetra 

Stonechat 
Saxicola torquata 

Isabelline Wheatear 
Oenanthe isabellina 

Wheatear 
Oenanthe oenanthe 

Black-eared Wheatear 
Oenanthe hispanica 

Rock Thrush 
Monticola saxatilis 

1 ~; 

20 24 354 

144 

:: 

27 

66 26 7,453 3 36 

942 621 16,947 4 87 

34 

135 411 5,475 14 

9 

80 45 1 '056 

54 52 989 e 

58 

12 

184 64 2,539 19 

22 20 575 7 

99 74 641 2 7 

19 

172 92 I ,498 13 

2, 71 i 2,001 25,829 9 167 

4 

52 84 1,353 2 

9 6il 

31 35 19:2 

82 96 1 '959 5 

14 9 440 

86 170 1,44:3 2 

139 

44 

Blue Rock Thrush 
Monticola solitarius 

Ring Ouzel 
Turdus torguatus 

Blackbird 
Turdus merula 

Fieldfare 
Turdus pilaris 

Song Thrush 
Turdus philomelos 

Redwing 
Turdus iliacus 

Cetti•s Warbler 
Cettia cetti 

Fan-tailed Warbler 
Cist:icola juncidis 

Grasshopper Warbler 
Locustella naevia 

River Warbler 
Locustella fluviatilis 

Savi's Warbler 
Locustella luscinioides 

Moustached Warbler 
Acrocephalus melanopogon 

Sedge Warbler 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

Paddyfield Warbler 
~?icrocephalus agricola 

Marsh Warbler 
ilcrocephalus palustris 

Reed Warbler 
.llcrocephalus scirpaceus 

Great Reed Warbler 
1icrocephalus arundinaceus 

Olivaceous Warbler 
Hippolais pallida 

Ic1cerine Warbler 
Hippolais icterina 

Melodious Warbler 
Hippolais polyglotta 

Dartford Warbler 
Sylvia undata 

Spectacled Warbler 
Sylvia conspicillata 

Subalpine Warbler 
Sylvia cantillans 

Sardinian Warbler 
Sylvia melanocephala 

Ruppell's Warbler 
Sylvia rueppelli 

Orphean Warbler 
Sylvia hortensis 

Barred Warbler 
Sylvia nisoria 

Lesser Whitethroat 
Sylvia curruca 

Whitethroat 
Sylvia corrununis 

Garden Warbler 
Sylvia borin 

Blackcap 
Sylvia atricapilla 

Ar~E~11~~~g1~~ borealis 

Pa~A~Ilbs~g~glefroregulus 
Yellow-browed Warbler 

Phylloscopus inornatus 

Bonelli 1 s Warbler 
Phylloscopus bonelli 

6 

10 

80 

75 

553 

10 

70 

79 

23 

22 

2 

207 

607 

3 

119 

299 

278 

3 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

69 3 
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65 864 29 

2 27 

103 892 27 

316 3,662 32 

36 

4 83 

17 1,486 

17 

55 1,238 

21 908 3 

3 

41 866 

2 

36 

10 11237 3 

275 4,2i2 

622 10,072 34 

2 

4 

3 46 

57 1,512 

445 6,249 

393 7,523 19 

13 

113 

45 
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Wood Warbler 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 

Chiffchaff 
Phylloscopus collybita 

Willow Warbler 
Phylloscopus trochilus 

Goldcrest 
Regulus regulus 

Firecrest 
Regulus ignicapillus 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Muscicapa striata 

Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Ficedula parva 

Semi-collared Flycatcher 
Ficedula semitorquata 

Collared Flycatcher 
Ficedula albicollis 

Pied Flycatcher 
Ficedula hypoleuca 

Penduline Tit 
Remiz pendulinus 

Golden Oriole 
Oriolus oriolus 

Red-backed Shrike 
Lanius collurio 

Woodchat Shrike 
Lanius senator 

Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris 

Sp~~~~~r5~1;~~iolensis 
Tree Sparrow 

Passer montanus 

Red-eyed Vireo 
Vireo ali v~aceus 

Chaffinch 
Frin gilla coelebs 

Br~~~~~2~1a montifringilla 

Serin. . 
ser1..nus ser1..nus 

Greenfinch 
carduelis chloris 

Goldfinch 
Carduelis carduelis 

Siskin 
Carduelis spinus 

Linnet 
Carduelis cannabina 

Scarlet Rosefinch 
Carpodacus erythrinus 

Hawfinch 
Coccorhraustes coccothraustes 

Laoland Bunting 
Calcarius lapponicus 

Yellowhammer 
Emberiza citrinella 

OrJ~l~~i~~n~~~~ulana 
Rustic Bunting 

Emberiza rustica 

Little Bunting 
Emberiza puSilla 

Ch~~~~~lz~u~~~2~a 
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Reed Bunting 
Emberiza schoeniclus 35 156 

Corn Bunting 
Miliaria calandra 15 18 355 5 

Swallow X House Martin 
Hirundo rustica X Delichon urbica 

Tree Soarrow x Spanish Sparrow 
Passer montanus x hispaniolensis 

totals 11,414 10,708 175,571 61 961 

RINGING RECOVERIES 

This section deals with 39 recoveries of 15 species reported during 1986-87. Only 
those found at least Skm away from ringing site are included. The co-ordinates of the 
.localities are given only once, when these are first mentioned. 

Key to symbols and terms used in the recovery list 

Arrangement of entry : recoveries are arranged by species, and within species usually by 
date of the recovery letter. Rir.ging datal Ls are given on the 
first Line and recovery data on the second. 

Ring number 

Age code 

Sex 

Date of recovery 

Manner of recovery 

where this is followed by an asterisk (*) the ring has been 
returned. 

I pullus; young bird ringed in the nest. 
2 = fully grown; year of haTching quite unknown. 
3 = definitely hatched during curre~t calendar year. 
3J as above, but bird still partly or completely in juvenile 

body plumage. 
4 hatched before current calendar year; exact year unknown. 
5 definitely hatched duri last calendar year. 
(A number in brackets bes l de ace code 1 i nd !cates the s l ze 
of the brood l. ~ 

M = male; F = female. 

where this is unknown the date of the ino letter is aiven 
instead and is shown in brackets. P.,n 00 n the~ciate indicates that 
the exact day or month are unKnown. 

caught or trapped, and released with rinq. 
shot or killed by man. 

x = found dead or dying. 
() = caught or trapped alive and not released, or released 

but with rina removed. 
/?/ = manner of re~overy unknown. 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus cachinnans 

GG 0. 138 I 2<1. 05.86 F i l f l a : 35.4 7 14.25 E. 
24.11.87 Marsaxlokk : 35 N, 14.32 E. 

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

:OE 28.439 2 
v=31·1 

21.09.86 
05.10.86 
09.10.86 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

46.943 4 13.04.86 

Lunzjata Val : 36.03 14.14 E, Gozo. 
Ghad ira : 35. N 1 14. 21 
ibid. 

v(colonyl 24.06.86 
Lunzjata Val 
Varennes, JabL nes 
FRANCE. 

48.55 N, 02.<16 (Sei ne-eT-Har i ne), 

48.295 4 13.04.86 
v(colonyl 04.J7.86 

11.06.87 

Lunzjata Valley. 
San Ouirlco, -lrecasal i : 44.55 N, 10,15 
ibid. 
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Swallow Hirundo rustica 

22.686 3 24.09.82 
00.00.83 

45.630 * 4M 29.04.86 
15.05.86 

48.845 4tJi 14.03.87 
17.03.87 

57.035 4~ 13.04.87 
01.05.87 

44.190 * 41~ 01.05. 86 
03.05.87 

House Martin Delichon urbi.ca 

AO 36.074 4 12.04.79 
01.05.86 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

32.521 4 04.12.83 
vlroostl 16.09 .. 86 

Robin Erithacus rubecuJ.a 

42.913 3 04.11.85 
18.04 .. 86 

49.798 3 13.10.86 
18. 10.86 

50.988 3 07.11.86 
() 16.03.87 

60.045 3 02. 11.87 
() 15.11.87 

Blackbird Turdus merula 

XA 99.224 3M 04.11.79 
24.10.87 

Lunzjata Val 
Nador : 34.47 02.55 W, MOROCCO. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
nr. Szezecin : 53.35 N, 14.32 E !River Oderl, POLAND. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Zejtun : 35.51 N7 14.32 E. 
Lunzjata Valley. 
Majcichov : 48.17 N, 17.38 E llrnaval, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

Lunzjata Val Ley. 
Motzenhofen-Aichach : 48.28· N, 11.08 E IOberbeyernl, 
W. GERMANY. 

Lunzjata Valley. 
50.49 N, 01.20 W,Southampton !Hampshire), 

Lunzjata Valley. 
Hrusky : 48.47 N, 56.59 IBreclav l, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

Ghajn Zejtuna : 35.58 N, 14.22 E. 
Zempl insky Kl<ocenov 48.34 N, 21.41 E llrebisov), 
CZECHOSLOVAK I.~ .. 

Ghadira. 
Lunzjata Val l•9y. 

Ghadlra. 
nr~ Ghar Hcsan 35.49 N, 14.31 E. 

Ghajn Zejtuna* 
Ghaxaq : 35.51 N, 14.31 E. 

Ghadira. 
Kuncizzjoni 35.54 N, 14.25 E. 

Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis 

A 5.289 1"44 13.06.85 nr. Chadwick Lakes 35.54 N, 14.24 E. 
v;;;4F 15. 10 86 Ghad ira. 

7A. 154 3M 19.07.86 Gnadira. 
24.08.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 

33. 141 * 3F 25.11.83 
02.02.86 

38.860 3J 10.08.85 
v=5Fibreedingl17.04.86 

46.857 * 5M 02.02.87 
xlcat) spring87 

58.220 * 3JM 26.08.87 
x(w1ndow)(02.12.87) 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

46.358 2M 25. 10.86 
01.11.86 

52. 127 2~1 01. 12.86 
03.05.87 

Ghajn Zejtuna. 
Sava : 40.24 N, 17.33 E (Taranto), ITALY. 

Bingemma : 3S•.54 N, 14.23 E 
Ghadira. 

Has Saptan : 35.50 N, 14.31 E. 
Rijeka : 45.21 N, 14.27 E (Hrvatskal, YUGOSU.VIA, 

Bingemma. 
Bug1bba : 35.55 N, 14.26 E. 

Rabat : 35.5:i N, 14.24 E. 
Xemxija :35.:i7 N, 14.23 E. 

tliel\.1eha : 35.58 N, 14.21 E. 
Elchenau : 48.10 N, 11.20 E1 

( Oberbayern) ,. AUSTR I P •• 
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Garden Warbler 
48.369 4 

Sylvia borin 

10.05.86 
10.05.87 
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Ghadira. 
Barcaggio :43.00 N, 09.24 (Corsica), FRANCE. 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 

OA.835 2 05.12.84 Ghad ira. 
12.01.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

A 9.926 2 27.10.85 Ghadlra 
25.01.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

Of,.925 2 01.12.85 Ghadira 
16.02.86 Lunzjata Valley. 

2A.798 * 2 20.10.85 Ghadira. 
() 05.04.86 Jarse (Ljubljana) 46.05 f:, 14.32 ~ (5Lovenija) 1 

YUGOSL.~ V I A. 

OA.911 2 10. 11.85 Ghadira. 
27. II. 86 la' Pinu : 36.04 N, 14. 13 E. 

3A.576 2 09.12.85 Ghadira. 
() 22.01.87 Zurrieq : 35.49 N, 14.28 E. 

5A .. 857 4 07.02.86 Ghadira. 
29.03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 

5.~. 864 4 09.03.86 Ghadira. 
29.03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 

7A.847 2 06.11.86 Ghadira. 
30.03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 

5A.945 4 24. 03.87 Lunzjata Valley. 
31.10.87 Buzenol : 49.39 N, 05.3f E !Luxembourg!, BELGIUM. 

9A.481 2 07. 11 ~ 87 B i ngemma. 
27.12.87 Ghadira. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus txochilus 

OA .. 935 4 07.09.86 
11.09.86 

9A.401 4 05.04.87 
08.04.87 

Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 

3P .• 296 * 3F 31.10.85 
12.02.86 

Chadwick Lakes 35.54 t~, 14.24 E. 
Ghadira. 

Binaemma. 
Xem; i ja. 

Ghadira. 
Mgarr : 35.55 N, 14.22 E. 

FOREIGN RINGED BIRDS RECOVERED IN MALTA 

This section deals with 45 foreign ringed birds of 22 species recovered in Halta. 
Some of these were recovered previous to the two-year period covered by this report but 
either recovery or ringing details only reached us during the two-year period under 
review. The symbols and terms uaed are the same as those in the previous section. 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 

Copenhagen 
216.439 

Copenhagen 
217. 182 

04.06.86 
26.10.86 

09.06.86 
18. 10.87 

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 

Budapest 
510.569 

4F 21.07.85 
00.03.87 

Tofte 50 : 56.52 N, 10.12 E, Jylland, DENMARK. 
Delirnara : 35.49 N, 14.34 E. 

Dyrefod : 54.58 N, 11.50 E, Falster, DEI~MA.RK. 

Oawra : 35.55 N, 14.25 E. 

Llcsa : 47.18 fl, 19.14 
Zejtun. 
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Riga 4F 01.06.82 
B 3.844 04.03.87 

Riqa 4F 07.05.75 
3 5.091 + ca.15.09.87 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

HeLsinki 
"-1 20.021 

Stockholm 
9,220.664 

Hiddensee 
227.543 

06.07.84 
14.09.86 

27.06.85 
02.06.87 

17.06.87 

11.09.87 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Praha 
E 237.463 

22.06.77 
(09.04,85) 

Engure Lake : 57.15 N, 23.07 E, lukums, LA1V!AN S,S.R. 
~~riehel : 35.53 N, 14.28 E. 

Engure Lake, LA1VIAN S.S.R. 
Fawwara : 35.50 N, 14.26 E. 

Valkeala, Kymen (Laani), FINLAND. 
'.vied Ghammieq : 35.53 N, 14.23 E. 

Ri5s.3sen, Gus+afs : 60.27 N, 15.41 E (Dalarna), SWEDEN. 
Del imara. 

ranzin : 35.22 N, 13.04 E, 2 km S. Newstrel.itz, 
• GERMANY, 
uqa : 35.52 N, 14.30 E. 

Pies~any : 48.36 N 17.49 E ITrnaval, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Zabbar : 35.53 N, E. 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 

Budapest 
314.545 

1F 10.07.83 
29.05.87 

Nagylv~n : 47.29 N, 20.55 E !Szolnoki, HUNGARY. 
I L-Oadi : 35.57 N, 14.21 E. 

Little Stint Calidris minuca 

Gdansk 3 01.09.86 Jastarnla 54.42 N, 18.40 E (Gdansk), POLAND. 
KH 18.565 * v 05.05.87 Ghadira. 

(r!ng replaced with Valletta 5 4.038 due to illegibility). 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidr.is ferruginea 

2 between 22.03 Bane D' Argu in, ~~AURITAN lA. 
and 23. 04.85 

vv 19.05.85 Ghadira. 
(sight recovery- yellow colour dye on underwings). 

~editerranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 

~~oakwa 18.06.85 
M 521.019 

00.04.86 

Orlov Isles, lendrovsky Bay : 46.17 N, 31.45 
U.S.S.R. 
N. Comino Channel : 36.00 N, 14.15 E 

(Ukraine), 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

17.05.85 
05.01.86 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 

Helsinki 
Cl 30.398 

27.06.85 

00.10.86 

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 

Praha 
H 43. 259 

4 

24.06.77 
02.05. 79 

13.08.82 
23.04.8LI. 

08.05.78 
23.04.85 

.~nhol t 56.42 N, 11.:14 E, DENMARK. 
Naxxar 35.55 N, 14.27 E. 

Tammisaari, Eken§s, Uudenmaan : 59.50 N, 23.36 E <La§nl) 
FINLAND. 
Xlendi Bay : 36,02 N, 14.13 E. 

Kersko : 50.09 N, 14 .. 55 E INymburkl, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Msida : 35.54 N, 14.30E. 

Szkolyas : 47.53 N, 18.58 E, KirEllyret (Pest), HUNGARY. 
tv1arsaxlokk : 35.50 N, 14.33 E. 

Valle Branega: 44.2'5 N, 08.57 E (Genoa), ITALY. 
Dv<ejra : 36.03 N, 14.12 E, Gozo. 

4 23.05.79 Bellaria 1 

8cJbaqra : 35.49 N, 14. 
iVlarfna 44.09 N, 12.28 E <Ford), 1lALY. 

4M 
+ ca. 

14.05.85 
30.04.86 

Sibenik 43.35 N, 15.56 E !Hrvatskal .. YUGOSLAVIA. 
Ghaxaq. 

50 

Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

London 3J 31.07.83 
13 572.845 

() 02.04.86 
cjubljana 3 27.09.84 
A 152.604 

13.04.86 
Paris 4M 12.07.85 
2.925.876 () 13.04.86 

Swallow Hixundo rus-tica 

Radol fzell 4 21.04.80 
8 017.664 

00.04.86 

Bruxelles 3 28.09.79 
1.090.974 + 00.04.86 

Yellow Wagtail Mocacilla flava 

Budapest 3M 28.08.85 
B 66.308 + 26.09.85 

Lituania 3 01.09.85 
1V 4.551 

() 21.04.87 

White Wagtail Mocacilla alba 

Budapest 
E31.183 

3 25.07.85 
00,0 1. 86 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Ljubljana 
A 206.928 

3 19.07.86 

03. 11.86 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

North Connel, Oban : 56.28 ,1, 05.23 !v !Strathelyde), 
SC01LAND 
Hamrun : 35.53 N, 14.3; E. 

Secovlye, Portoroz : 45.28 N, 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

13.38 E (Slovenijal, 

Lunzjata. 

Gien : 47.42 N, 02.38 E (Loiretl, FRANCE. 
Lunzjata. 

Ebental, Bez. Klagenfurt : 46,36 N, 14.22 E (Karntenl, 
.~US1RIA. 

Bubaqra : 35.49 N, 14.29 E. 

Halle : 50.44 N, 04.14 E !Brabant), BELGIUM. 
1/ied iz-Zurrieq : 35.49 N, 14.27 E. 

T6m6r-Keny, Csaj-te : 46.35 N, 20.05 E, HUNGARY. 
Tal-Handaq : 35.52 N, 14.28 E. 

Vent8sragas : 55.21 N, 21.13 E (5! lute) r 

LITHUANIAN S.S.R. 
Hal Far : 35.49 N, 14.31 E. 

Tam~si : 46.38 N, 18.17 115Lnal, HUNGARY. 
Gharb : 36.04 N, 14.12 E. 

Crna vas, Ljubljana 46.01 1'1, 14.29 
YUGOSLAVIA. 

(Slovenija), 

Xemx i ja. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Bruxelles 
6U 3.313 

Lituania 
C1 7. 544 * 

4 

3 

14.04.84 
30.03.85 

13.08.86 

1urnhout : 51.19 N, 04.57 E !Antwerp!, BELGIUM. 
Ghadira. 

Vent9s ragas: 55.21 0J, 21.13 E. C5ilut8), 
LI1HUANIAN S.S.R. 

v 09.09.86 Ghadira. 
(ring replaced with Valletta 7A 707 as it was badly fitted!. 

ChaffL~ch Fringilla coelehs 

Bolo9na 2 08.10.86 
80 226.275 

() 17. 1.1. 86 
Budapest 

Budapest 2F 02.10.86 
N 02. 973 v 25.01.87 

Serin Serinus serinus 

Praha 
1 293.916 

Praha 
1 393.558 

Ljubljana 
A 222.927 

Praha 
1 393.544 

3 01.09.83 
( )~F 10.12.83 

4F 21.07.86 
()ca. 15.01.87 

2F 13. 04.86 

24.01.87 

4M 02.05.86 
() 26.0i.87 

Forcellino, Gazzaniga : 45.48 N, 09.48 
ITALY. 

(Bergamo), 

Ghar Hasan 35.49 N, 14.31 E. 

F·ulophaza 46.53 N, 19.28 E !Bac:;-kiskunJ, HUI,GARY. 
Xemxija. 

Cerveny Hradek : 49.56 N, 15.06 
D i ng l I : 35 . 52 N, 14 . 25 E . 

Cerveny, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Sannat : 36.01 N, 14.14 E 

Ljubljana-Rudnik : 46.01 N, 
YUGOSLAVIA. 
Mtahleb : 35.52 N, 14.21 E. 

Cerveny, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Dingl i. 

51 

14.31 

(Kolfnl,CZECHOSLOVA~IA. 

(Slovenija), 
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Riga 4F 01.06.82 
B 3.844 04.03.87 

Riqa 4F 07.05.75 
3 5.091 + ca.15.09.87 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 

HeLsinki 
"-1 20.021 

Stockholm 
9,220.664 

Hiddensee 
227.543 

06.07.84 
14.09.86 

27.06.85 
02.06.87 

17.06.87 

11.09.87 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

Praha 
E 237.463 

22.06.77 
(09.04,85) 

Engure Lake : 57.15 N, 23.07 E, lukums, LA1V!AN S,S.R. 
~~riehel : 35.53 N, 14.28 E. 

Engure Lake, LA1VIAN S.S.R. 
Fawwara : 35.50 N, 14.26 E. 

Valkeala, Kymen (Laani), FINLAND. 
'.vied Ghammieq : 35.53 N, 14.23 E. 

Ri5s.3sen, Gus+afs : 60.27 N, 15.41 E (Dalarna), SWEDEN. 
Del imara. 

ranzin : 35.22 N, 13.04 E, 2 km S. Newstrel.itz, 
• GERMANY, 
uqa : 35.52 N, 14.30 E. 

Pies~any : 48.36 N 17.49 E ITrnaval, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Zabbar : 35.53 N, E. 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 

Budapest 
314.545 

1F 10.07.83 
29.05.87 

Nagylv~n : 47.29 N, 20.55 E !Szolnoki, HUNGARY. 
I L-Oadi : 35.57 N, 14.21 E. 

Little Stint Calidris minuca 

Gdansk 3 01.09.86 Jastarnla 54.42 N, 18.40 E (Gdansk), POLAND. 
KH 18.565 * v 05.05.87 Ghadira. 

(r!ng replaced with Valletta 5 4.038 due to illegibility). 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidr.is ferruginea 

2 between 22.03 Bane D' Argu in, ~~AURITAN lA. 
and 23. 04.85 

vv 19.05.85 Ghadira. 
(sight recovery- yellow colour dye on underwings). 

~editerranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 

~~oakwa 18.06.85 
M 521.019 

00.04.86 

Orlov Isles, lendrovsky Bay : 46.17 N, 31.45 
U.S.S.R. 
N. Comino Channel : 36.00 N, 14.15 E 

(Ukraine), 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 

17.05.85 
05.01.86 

Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 

Helsinki 
Cl 30.398 

27.06.85 

00.10.86 
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Praha 
H 43. 259 

4 

24.06.77 
02.05. 79 

13.08.82 
23.04.8LI. 

08.05.78 
23.04.85 
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Ljubljana 2F 01. 11.86 
8 3.965 

() 09.02.87 

Praha 4o1 01.10.87 
1 441.451 

() 04.11.87 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 

Praha 2F 01.08.87 
z 663.528 () 02.11.87 

Siskin Carduelis spinus 

Moskv1a 4F II. 10.85 
0.301.913 () 00.10.85 

Linnet Carduelis cannabina. 

Budaoest 4M 03.06.82 
899.946 () 29.10.82 

Praha 3 14.0783 
M 888.950 C ),.,M 07.11.83 

Budapest 3 23.07.82 
896.491 () 02.03.84 

Budapest 3 22.07.83 
971.263 yoM 30.11.84 

Yodice, Ljubljana : 46.13 'N, 14.30 
YUGOSLAV I A. 
Wardija : 35.56 N, 14.23 E. 

(Sloveni ja), 

Yelk~ Bielice : 48.38 N, 18.21 E (lopol!any), 
CZECHOSLOVAK I p,. 
·1 a ' Ce nc : 36. 0 I N, 14. 14 E . 

Piestany, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
1a 1 Cenc. 

Kaliningrad 0 : 55.08 N, 20.24 E, U.S.S.R. 
Sarraflu : 36. 13 E. 

Szarvaskuti : 47.14 N, 17.51 E (Veszpreni ), HUNGARY. 
Rinella : 35.53 N, 14.32 E. 

Sedlec : 48.47 N, 16.42 E(Breclavl, CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
Sannat. 

Csobanka : 47 .. 39 ~. 18.58 E (Pest!, HUNGARY. 
Bahrija : 35.53 N, 14.21 E. 

Pees : 46.05 N, 18.15 E (Barawyal, HUNGARY. 
Mtahleb . 

52 

A NEW GUIDE TO THE BIRDS OF t1ALTA. 

208 pages. Price £12.0 hardback or £8.0 paoer
back. 

'Une piece maitresse· de l'ornithologie 
medi~eraneenne' - ALAUDA. 

'If the firsL guide was good - and it was -
this new book is infinitely superior: packed 
with more, and more up-to-date, information, 
illus~rated by fine colour plates, and altoget
her more elegant 1 -BIRD STUDY. 

lhe book provides information on the avian en
vironment, dlstribui ion of habirats, pattern of 
migration 1 results of bird rin;ling, includi:lQ 
maps plotted with recoveries, as weLL as the 
orn1tholo~ical history of the islands. Its main 
feature consists of a detaiLed oast and 
status of aLL the birds occurrln\j if"1 the 
Islands, giving numbers of birds involved. Jt 
is richly iLLustrated with 12 oriainal colour 
plates, several Line drawinas and and 
scenic photoqraphs of differenr bi itats. 

You may order a copy directly from the 1105, P.O. Box 498, Valletta, t1alta. All pro
ceeds will be devoted by ~10S towards bird conservation in t1al ta. 

~ 
Il-Herill 23 : 5-7 (1984-85). Figures 1 and 2, in Thake, li.A. - Analysis of Honey 
Buzzard flight directions at Buskett, should be lnterchanged without interchanging the 
legends. 
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