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FIRST BREEDING RECORDS OF THE MOORHEN IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS

The Moorhen Gallinula chloropus is a fairly common passaae migrant from March to May
and from late August to November (Sutltana, J. & Gauci, C. A New Guide to fthe Birds of
Malta, 1982). Aduli and immafure birds have been occasionally noied at Girgenti Valley
in the summer months (V. Cilia, pers. comm,}. Since 1982, as many as tweniy have been
winfering at the newly established Ghadira Nature Reserve and occasional birds have also
been seen in summer (L. Gauci, pers. comm.}. Irn 1984, a nest was found in & flooded
quarry. Since then three more nests have been found - two in 1985 and one in 1986,

In May 1984, the undersigned were informed by & hunier that he knew of a Moorhen
nest in a flooded quarry in the south-eastern part of Malta., The site was visited on
18th May. Four nestlings, about one day old, were observed. An empty nest was later
found. This nest was located on an isolated boulder surrounded by water under an over-
hanaing Glaucous Tobacco Shrub Nicotina glauca.

On 1st April 1985 a nest containing nine eaggs was found in another flooded cuarry.
The nest was under a shrub of the same species as that under which the 1984 nest had

been found. It was lying on a muddy slope, a few centimetres from the water's edge.
The nest was visited again on 21st April. One chick was seen swimming near it. On the
following day the nest was revisited; it contained four unhatched eqggs.

Another nest containing no eaas was found in another flooded quarry on 14th April
1985. On being visited again on 5th May, the nest was found to contain 5 eggs. On
23rd May, an adult bird was disturped while incubating 7 eggs. This nest was found
attached between stems of the Giant Reed Arundo donax, a few centimetres above the
water surface. On 29th May, seven chicks were seen swimming near the nest.

On 12th Juns 1986 four birds, about fifteen days old, were seen, accompanied by an
adult, swimming in the quarry where the 1984 nest had been found. An empty nes?t was
found lying on muddy around.
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