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wi+h remains of birds and crustaceans. lhis is a Large famll.·y, the members of whlch are 
commonly called nocturnaL 9round beetles, or darlding beetles, names which reflect their 
habits and qeneral coloration. 

Other ffiaterial: lhree small pieces of nylo:1 thread as used by the Local fishermen. 

ln a colony in Sardinia, marine isims, predomlnan+Ly fi were Taken, follol<~ed 
by beetles, matt r COlivesl and waste, in rhat order tt 19741. 1hese were 
found in fi pelle s col at the same period as those from Fi Lfla. Herring \3ulls 
are noted scavengers w th almost anything formin-g part of their diet (Cramp & Simmons 
19821. 

Identification Guide to E0ropean Passerines by Lars Svenson C 1984) was consulted for 
the identification of bird remains, while the Flora and Fauna of the Mediterranean Sea by 
A.C. CampbeLL ( 1982) was consulted for the identification of marine organ! sims. 

lhe authors would Like to thank M~ Louis Cassar for the identification of insect 
remains. 
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FIRST BREEDING RECORDS OF THE MOORHEN IN THE MALTESE ISLANDS 

lhe fJ~oorhen Gallinula chloropus is a fairly common passas:1e miaran~· from Mar h to May 
and from Late August to November (Su J. & Gaucl, C. A New Guide i"o the 8 rds of 

1982). Adult a11d immattJre birds been occasionally noted at Girgent VaLLey 
iro summer months (V. Ci L la, comm.). Since 1982, as many as twenty have been 
winterinq at the es+abl Ghadira Nature Reserve and occasional birds have also 
been seen in summer Gauci, pers. comm. ). lr: 1984, a nest was found in a flooded 
quarry. 5 i nee then three more nests have beer: found - two in 1985 and one l n 1986. 

in ~~av 1984, the unders i qned were i nforrned by a hunter that he knew of a Moorhen 
nest in a flooded quarry in the south-easi"ern part of Malta. lhe site was visited on 
18th Four nestlinqs, about one day old, were observed. An empty r.est was Later 
found. his nest was Located on an isolated boulder surrounded by water under an over-
hanoi no Glaucous lobacco Shrub Nicotina glauca. 

On 1st April 1985 a nest containing nine egqs was found ir: another fLooded cuarry. 
lhe nesi was under a shrub of the same soecies CIS that under which the 1984 nest had 
been found. It was Lying on a slooe, a f€11-J centimetres from the waterjs 
lhe nest was visited aqain 0:1 21st i L. One chicK was seen swimr.1ina near it. the 
following aay the nest was revisited; lt contained four unhatched egg~. 

Another nest containinc no egqs was found In another flooded quarry on 14th April 
On beina visited aqain on 5th the nest was found to conteln 5 eaqs, On 

an a~ult bird w~s dlsturoed le incubatina 7 eqas. lhis nest w~~ found 
between stems of the Giant Reed Arundo donax~ a f~W centimetres above the 

water surface. On 29th !v'1ay, seven chicks were seen swimming rear the nest. 

On 12th Jutle 1986 four bi about fifteen days old, were seer., accompanied ov an 
adult, swimming ln the quarry the 1984 nest had been found. An empty nesi was 
found lying on muddy around. 

J.D. - 60, Manwel Dimech Street, Sliema, Malta. 
P.P. - 23, Paceville Avenue, Paceville, Malta. 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1983-84 

compiled by 

CHARLES GAUCI 

lhe reaular contributors to the daily Loa kept 
of the Ornitholoqical Soc durinq the two 
Hontalto, John Berg, ALex Chc3rles Cole ro~ 
Sultana. Other contributors were: Guido 8onett, Hans Sub, 
Zammlt, Victor Cilia, Joe Doublet, D.W. r=eLL, Freddie F 
Gauci, John Grech, Joe Grima, John Harflett, Anthony 8. 

the Rlnqinq and Research committee 
under re~iew were: John Attard 

CharLes Gauc i anC Joe 

Mallia, Joseph Manqfon, Paul Perrelli, David Rus 
F.J. Walker. Other members may have contributed 
~ature Reserve, which records are subsequently added 
Logs. 

h;ichard Cachia 
Mario V. 

afld species 

l he records for th 1 s two period were entered into the dally Loq 
Gauci and then transferred to species Lacs by Charles Colelro. lhe systematic list 
has beefl campi led oy CharLes Gauc i. 

\.'Jhere only one of the two is qiver: in the systematic l isi", it i~ because 
there were no records in the oi vear. 

L i 11 LE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis H lonaun Zqh i r 
1983 : 1 at Ghadira from 13 'lov onwards. " 
1984 : 1 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 19 Feb. 

(JREAl CRESlED GREBE Podiceps cristatus F3lonaun Prim 
1983 : 1 flew over Dragonara Point on 28 Dec. -

BLACK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps niqricollis Rlonoun Sekond 
1983 1 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 10 Feb. 2-4 at same olace from 27 Nov onwarcis 1 4 a~ 

Ghadira Bay on 28 ~ov and 3 near Manoel Island on 23 Dec, 
1984 2 froM 1 Jar. to 5 Feb and 1 on 10-18 fl,uq at Ghadira; 1 at Sal ina on 15 Sep and 

1 at Ghadlra from 11 Dec onwards. 

CORY' 5 SHEARl~Al ER Calonectris diomedea C iefa 
1983 Hiqhest count 2,000 off SarrafLu o~ 30 Apr. 1 in Camino Channel on 22nd and 1 or 

24th and 2 or. 2B Dec off Ghar Lapsi. Bred as usuaL. 
1984 First seen on 21 found ashore in burrows during day on 14 Mar. Hiqhest coun~ 

2 1 000 off la' Cenc on Apr. Some younq stilL i:~ ourrows on 18 Oct. 

t~ANX SHEARWAlER Puffinus puffinus Garn i ja 
1983 : Breedino at usual colonies. SornP- alreadv ashore on 11 nee. 
1984: 95 counted off Pembroke on 16 l\pr 1 otherWise very few day sightings. 

SlO?:M Pf~lREL Hydrobates pelagicus Kanou ta' FilfLa 
1983 Recorded only on Filfla, wh8re bred as usual. 
1984 : hJo s i c;ht i nqs except on F i L f l a. 

GANNEl 
"983 
"984 : 

Sula bass ana Su La 
off Gozo on 26th and 

1 on 1st, 4 on 2nd and 
off Ghar 
on 6 Jan, a 

CORMORANl Phalacrocorax carbo Marqun 

i on 28 Dec. 
siohted offshore. 

1983 9 s inos of 1-3 birds on 6 days fro~ 16 Oct to 10 Dec. 
1984 : 10 Oammieh on 13th and 2 at Riqhi on 27 Oct; then 1 at Ramla Ray on 4 clov. 

BI11ERN 
1983 : 

Eo-taurus stellaris Kappun 
Cseen at a taxidermist) was shoi" in Oct or Nov. 

l 111 L'C 8 111 ERN Ixobrychus minutus Russett tas-Siqar 
1983 

1984 

1 on 5 
but 5 at 

tnen 16 sioht1 
ira on 7 

5 records of sin9ies on 

on 14 days from 27 Apr to 24 
i at Ghadira on 2nd and 26 

mostly 1-2 birds 

days 15 Apr to 6 Mav. 1 at Ghadira on 26 Oc1. 

NIGHl HERON 
1983 : Si 

Nycticorax nycticorax Kwakka 
1-12 birds on 6 

usually in 
In autumn on 16 days from 
first date. 

1984 fro~ 30 Mar to o 
imurn flock size 20 over Ghadira 
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