IL-BIZZILLA “TAL-BALLA”

Anna Maria Gatt

li-bizzilla ta’ Malta tigbed I-ghajn ta’ hafna nies Maltin u barranin — haddiema tal-bizzilla,
kollezzjonisti, delettanti u studjuzi fost l-ohrajn. Hawn xi whud li jistagsu ¢erti mistogsijiet
bhal: “Mela I-bizzilla ta’ Malta mhix dik li jkollha s-salib tal-Kavallieri?’, “Mela I-bizzilla ta’
Malta mhux kollha l-istess?”, “li-bizzilla li ghandna mhux minn zmien l-Inglizi bdiet?”,
“X'differenza hemm bejn il-bizzilla li nsibu fil-knejjes u l-ohrajn li mdorrijin naraw bhall-
ghenuq antiki?”.

Dawn huma biss x'uhud mill-
hafna mistogsijiet i niltaga’
maghhom. ll-bizzilla ta’ Malta -
dik mahduma bi¢c-combini mhix
koltha l-istess. Ghandna I-bizzilla
tal-Bukketti, il-bizzilla tal-
Festuni, il-bizzilla Torxon Maiti,
I-bizzilla tal-Balla, minbarra |-
bizzilla tad-deheb u I-bizzilla tal-
fidda. Ix-xempju ta’ dawn il
bizzilel ghandhom disinni
karateristici taghhom. F'Maita
kienet u ghadha tinhadem il-
bizzilla Filet li din hi mahduma
kollha bil-labra, u I-bizzilla tat-
Trina i hi mahduma parti bic-
combini u lkumplament bil-
labra. X’'wassal li jkolina dawn il-
bizzilel koltha specjaiment il-
bizzilla tal-Balla fil-gzejjer
Maltin?

Sa mil-bidu ta’ 1-1580, il-
gzejjer Maltin  kienu centru
importanti  ghall-attivita’  tat-
trasbord. Frustieri specjaiment
in-nobbli ta’ diversi
nazzjonalitajiet, religjonijiet u
professjonijiet kienu gew Malta
lejn l-ahhar tas-seklu sittax u
matul il-bidu tas-seklu sbatax.
Dan wassal biex is-sogjeta
Maltija u Ghawdxija mixiet minn
sti medjevali lejn stil  iktar
modern ta’ dak iz-zmien, ghal stil
barokk. Dan sehh ukoll permezz
ta’ influss qawwi ta' kapital
barrani, diversi haddiema
barranin, ideat godda u I-palitika

Palla tal-Bizzilla “tal-balla”
(Casa Rocca Piccola) B
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tal-Granmastri.' Sadanittant, il-
ghid ta° merkanzii minn
bastimenti pirati kien fenominu
mxerred sew fil-Mediterran, u |-
gzejjer Maltin kienu rinomati li
jipprotegu jew jahbu I-furbani.?
Fis-seklu tmintax il-brigantini
kienu mqgabbda sew fattivita’
merkantili, tant li rrendew diversi
vantaggi ghall-attivita' marittima
u hallew eluf ta' muniti u flus
barranin bhala profitt ghall-
gzejjer Maltin® L-esportazzjoni
tal-qoton (kemm bhala hajt kif
ukoll bhala tessuti, hwejjeg,
accessorji u bizzilla fost ohrajn)
minn Malta ghenu biex nagqsu |-
izbilan¢ tal-pagamenti u ziedu |-
volum tal-produzzjoni.! Hafna
negozjanti Maltin innegozjaw
ma negozjanti barranin minn
pajiizi  Mediterranji:  Palermo,
Katanja, Messina u Trapani fi

' Freller, T., Gozo, The Island of
Joy, Colour image, Mgarr, Malta,
1997, p22, pp39-853; Wismayer,
J.M., Privateers and Corsairs,
Part I, Tune In Magazine, 1996,
pp48-49; Dan kien specjaiment fi
Zmien il- Granmastri La Cassiere
u Verdalle.

? Lane-Pool, The Barbary Corsairs.
London, New York, 1890, p24.

* Muscat, J., The Lateen-Rigged
Maltese Brigantine, PIN
Publications, Malta, 2001, p26.

¢ l-bilan¢ tal-pagamenti huwa id-
differenza bejn il-hlasijiet li pajjiz
jaghmel lil pajjizi ohra ghal oggetti
importati, servizzi u investimenti u
dawk i jircievi minn pajjizi ohra
ghal dak i jkun esporta. L-art, ix-
xoghol u I-kapital minbarra |-
intraprenditur, huma it-tlett rizorsi
ewlenin biex ilkkummerc
jipproduci  oggetti u servizzi
jigifieri, ilfatturi tal-produzzjoni.
izda,, dokumenti mahruga mid-
Dwana Maltija ta’ dak iz-zmien
jistgha possibilment ma jixdhux il-
verita’ dwar il-kummeré minn
negozjanti Maltin.

Sqallija; Kaljari  fSardinja;
Genova, Livorno u Napli fi-ltalja;
Korsika u Marsilja fi Franza;
Barcellona, Alikanti, Valenzja,
Malaga u Kadiz fi Spanja; u
Lisbona fil-Portugal.’

Kien zmien fejn il-bizzilla
kienet innegozjata hafna,
spec¢jalment fis-swieq Spanjoli
(Barcellona, Valenzia, Kadiz,
Kastilja u I-Andalusija).®
Kwantitajiet enormi ta’ bizzillel
kienu esportati lejn Spanja, minn
Franza u |-Fjandra u xi fiit inqas
mill-lsvizzera, I-ingilterra, u |-
Italja; hafna minn dawn il-bizzilel
kienu jergghu jigu esportati lejn I-
Amerika Latina” S'issa ghadu
ma nstabx dokument fejn
jidentifika i ‘Bizzilla ta’ Malta’
kienet esportata minn Malta fug
brigantini jew bastimenti
indipendenti li tajru bnadar ta’
pajjizi ohra. Kien diffici hafna
biex tiddistingwi tip ta’ bizzilla
minn ohra fost dawk [i kienu fis-
suq ghall-bejgh, minhabba |-
varjeta’ ta’ influwenza teknika
minn bizzilel Genovizi, Francizi u
Fjamingi. Dak iz-zmien, il-bizzilla
ta0 Malta setghet kienet
identifikata possibilment bhala
‘Spanjola b'accent Taljan jew
Sqali’.® Flinventarji marittimi

* Debono, J., The Cotton Trade of
Malta 1750-1800 in Archivium -
The Journal of Maltese Historical
Research No.1, Midsea Books
Lid, Malta, 1981, p99.

¢ Ppaliiser, B., History of Lace,

Constable and Company Lid,

U.K., 1984, p101.

7 Levey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, UK, 1990, p24,
pp62-63. Il-bizzilel Fjamingi kienu
ithisa meta kumparata ma’ dawk
ta’ Franza u lHtalja.

® Azzopardi, C., Antique Maltese
Lace of the Time of the Knights
1530-1798, M.Phil. thesis,
(unpub.), University of Malta,
2002, p111.
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‘Consolato del Mare' (1697 -
1750)° kull oggett impurtat fil-
gzejjer Maltin kien miktub bit-
Taljan. Insibu fost ohrajn pezze
di merletti di filo jew bizzilla di
filo ghali-bizzilel tal-hajt u pezze
di pizzilli di bochetti ghall-bizzilel
bid-disinji tal-fluri maghrufa ahjar
bhala I-bizzilla tal-Bukketti. II-
bizzilla ta’ Malta zgur li giet
rikonoxxuta ~meta fis-sekliu
dsatax filantropi Inglizi'® ghenu
biex regghu qabdu l-arti tal-
bizzilla biex tigi mghallma sew, u
nnegozjawha kemm fMalta u
barra minn xtutna specjalment
lejn is-suq Ingliz fejn il-bizzilla
gabet prezz tajjeb.

ll-moda tal-ilbies kienet
wahda mill-kawzi li ghenet biex
tippromwovi il-produzzjoni tal-
bizzilla. Dan jixhed Thafna pitturi
kontemporanji minn  artisti
differenti, ta’ nies nobbli kif ukoll
ekklezjastici li jirreflettu I-bdil fil-
kostumi  matul  iz-zmien."

? Vassallo, C., Corsaiting to

Commerce — Maltese Merchants
in XVIlI Century Spain, Malta
University Publishers Malta, 1997,
pp12-18, p133; Azzopardi, C.,
Antique Maltese Lace of the Time
of the Knights 1530-1798, M.Phil.
thesis (unpub.), University of

Malta, 2002, pp100-104;
Azzopardi, C., I-Bizzilla tal-
Gzejjer Maltin, Publikazzjonijiet
Indipendenza, Malta, 2003,
pp131-133.

' Azzopardi, C., Lace: An

Introduction to Lace Making in the
Maltese Islands, Gozo Press,
1991, p18.

"' Racinet, A., lllustrated History of
European Costume, Collins &
Browns, Great Britain, 2000, p56,
p62, p87; Sella, D., European
industries 1500-1700 in Cipolia,
CM. (ed.), The Fontana
Economic History of Europe — The
Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries, William Collins Sons &
Co Ltd., 1970, p375.



Fosthom insibu ritratt t8' mara
tal-Pittur Malti Francesco Zahra
(1710-1773);_lil Antoine Favray
(1706-1798)"? b'ezempji bhall-
pittura tal-Granmastru ‘Emanuel
Pinto de Fonseca' Kavallier tal-
Ordni ta' San Gwann liebes Ibies
¢erimonjali inkluz il-bizzilla. Zewg
ezempji ohra ta’ Favray huma |-
pitturi ta ‘Maria Amalia Grognet
neé Marchesi’ liebsa Ibies tal-
moda bil-bizzilla, u Ii-famuza
*Xena Domestika Maltija’ fejn turi
wahda min-nies nobbli bit-trajbu
komplut  bic-combini  fidejha
tahdem il-bizzilla.*®

ll-bizzilla tas-seklu sittax
kienet mahduma b’'ghazel ohxon
u hajt tal-metal (deheb, fidda u
ram)."* Hekk kif id-disinji gew
iktar ikkumplikati, ipperfezzjonati
u fini, il-bizzilla bdiet tinhadem
ukoll bi hjut naturali (ghazel u
qgoton)." Fis-seklu tmintax I-

12 Zammit, W., The Communicative
Role of Visual Media in Malta
1700-98 in Cortis, T., Freller, T. &
L. Bugeja (eds.), Melitensium
Amor — Festschrift in honour of

Dun Gwann Azzopardi, 2002,
pp328-330.

B pitturi  jinsabu  fil-Muzew
Nazzjonali tal-Arti. Pitturi
kontemporanji  jinsabu  wkoll

fkolezzjonijiet privati bhal fCasa
Rocca Piccola u  kollezzjonijiet
ekkleziastici  bhall-Muzew tal-
Katidral u Sagristifi fdiversi
knejies. Pitturi kontemporanji ohra
jidhru firkanti lokali.

' Levey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, UK, 1990, p16;
Earmshaw, P., The Identification
of Lace, Shire Publications Ltd,,
1980, p10.

> Earnshaw, P., Lace in Fashion —
From the Sixteenth to the
Twentieth Centuries (2™ ed.),
Gorse Publications, U.K., 1991,
p145 — Fil-kotba tad-disinni
spetjaiment dawk tal-bizzilla tac-

Velu bil-burdura tal-bizzilla tal-
balla (Casa Rocca Piccola)

bizzilel tac-combini fit-
tramuntana tal-ltalia - Milan,
Genova, Venezja u Il-inhawi
kienu maghmula mill-ghazel,

harir u metal, filwaqt i I-bizzilel
tac-combini fi Fjandra u fit-
tramuntana tal-Ewropa li kienu
ikkupjati minn dawk il-bizzilel stil
barokk ta’ Milan kienu mahduma
delikati bl-ifien hajt tal-ghazel.®

Konsegwentament,  zviluppaw
zewg tipi ta’ bizzilel — (i) il-bizzilel
klassiéi, fejn I-aristokratici
addattaw il-bizzilla ghall-moda

tal-hwejjeg; u (i) I-bizzilel tal-
bdiewa, bizzilel ordinariji"’ fejn

combini (Veneja 1557 u 1561)
juru  kollezzjonijiet ta’ bizzilla
ordinaria / tal-bdiewa (peasant
laces) u jidher I-izvilup ta’' disinni
aktar kumplikati ghall-hajt rikk
aktar addatati ghall-moda.

16 Levey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, U.K., 1990, p22.

' Diacono, G., ‘Bizzilli li jinhadmu
fMalta u Ghaudex’, Malta, 1920,
p34. Dun Guzepp Diacono isejjah
peasant laces bizzilla ordinarja.
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rahlin specjalment nisa li hadmu

fir-raba’ galghu I-ghejxien
taghhom mhux biss minn
prodotti agrarji imma wkoll mix-
xoghol tal-bizzilla. lI-bizzilel tal-
bdiewa ikkompetew mal-bizzilel
klassici ghalkemm il-livell tax-
xoghol kien inferjuri hafna. Is-
socjeta’ tal-klassi tan-nofs imitaw
i-moda tas-sinjuri  bl-ahjar i
setghu bir-rizorzi i kellhom.
Ghalkemm il-bandu ikkontrolla I-
infiq u irrestringa I-ibies bi drapp
lussuz inkluz il-bizzilla, I-hwejjeg
xorta ghaddew minn id ghall-
ohra iktar l-isfel fis-socjeta’ sa
ma’ waslu ghand il-komunita’ tal-
bdiewa. Dawn |-ilbiesi gew
immodifikati, mibdula u addattati
kemm-il darba  bil-bellus u
bizzilel b'mod li zviluppat il-moda

‘fossilizata’.'®

'8 Minchinton, W., Patterns and

Structures of Demand 1500-1750
in Cipolia, C.M. (ed.), The Fontana
Economic History of Europe — The
Sixteenth and Seventeenth



Pero’, ma kinetx il-moda
imma Il-bandu u d-devozzjoni
lejn ir-religion li wassal nies
ghonja u fgar (mill-ftit gid i
kellhom) biex jaghtu ghotjiet ta’
flus lili-kknisja jew  oggetti
prezzjuzi jew li jikkontribwixxu
ghall-oggetti finanzjarjament kif
setghu.”™ Dan wassal ukoll biex
lil-haddiema tal-bizzilla
professjonali jew delettanti,
nobbli, nies ghonja jew fqar,
fkunventi, forfanatrofji jew fid-
djar, biex jikkoncentraw fuq il-

produzzjoni ta’ bizzilla
ekklesjastika kemm  tal-hajt
(ghazel u qoton) u tal-metal

(deheb u fidda) biex tinghata lill-
knisja minbarra li jahdmu ghall-
kummeré.2’ Dawn kienu jinkludu
triehi ta’ l-artal, albi u rukketti fost
l-ohrajn. Ma rridux ninsew ukoll i
I-ekklezjastici Maltin u barranin
kienu ukoll jivwvjaggaw u zgur i
kkontribwew ukoll ghall-
introduzzjoni tal-bizzilla fil-gzejjer
Maltin?® possibilment jaddottaw
ukoll drawwiet mill-knejjes ta’
Spanja, I-litalja u Franza.

Sadanittant, minhabba r-
restrizzjonijiet fuq l-importazzjoni
fhafna pajjizi inkluza Malta u |-
wagfa tal-esportazzjoni minn
Franza ghal certu pajjizi fi zmien
ir-revoluzzjoni  (1789-1793) I-
kutrabandu nfirex fug skala kbira

Centuries, William Collins Sons &
Co Ltd., 1974, p133; Levey, S.M.,
Lace: A History, V. & A. Museum,
UK, p71.

' Cini, G., Litugical Vestments
Exhibition in Council of Europe
Campaign, Times of Malta, 02-10-
2000, p29.

* palliser, B., History of Lace,
Constable and Company Ltd,
UK., 1984, p90.

*! Bezzina, J., The Elegant Gozitan
Lace, Malta This Month — Air
Malta in-flight magazine, 1988,
pp64-68.

hafna.? li-kompetizzjoni
kummercjali bejn bizzilla u ohra
ma nagsitx ukoll. F'kull hin u
fhafna postijiet, I-ikkupjar ta’
disinni, l-idejat, u t-teknika ta’ kif
tinhadem il-bizzilla kienu
misruga, filwagt li I-haddiema tal-
bizzilla kienu mfittxija hafna.®
Dan jista' jispjega zewg fatturi —
(i) i-famuz punt point de Paris
(maghruf bhala l-punt tal-Balla)
tal-bizzilla Fjaminga jinsab fil-
bizzilla ta’ Malta; u (i) ir-
relazzjoni teknika fil-bizzilla
Maltija mal-bizzilla ta’ Cluny ta’
Franza ma?hmuia fLe Puy ukoll
fi Franza.®® Bizillel bil-point de
Paris kienu mprezzabbli ghall-
iibies ta’ taht, velijiet, kappuni
tan-nisa fost hwejjeg u accessorji
ohra specjalment fi Franza.?®

Z Eamshaw, P., The Revival of the
Art of Lacemaking in de Piro, N. &
V.A. Cremona (eds.), Costumes
in Malta, A History of Fabric Form
and Fashion, Fondazzjoni
Patrimonju Malti, Malta, 1998,
p138.

# Reigate, E., An lllustrated Guide
to Lace, Antique Collectors’ Club,
UK., 1986, p32; Lewis, F.
Lacemaking in France in
Davanzano Poli, P. (ed.), Cinque
Secoli di Merletti Europei — |
Capolavori, Burano, ltaly, 1984,
pp210-212; Azzopardi, C., H-
Bizzilla tal-Gzejjer Maitin,
Publikazzjonijiet  Indipendenza,
Maita, 2003, pp27-28, 34.

* Levey, S.M., 1990, Lace: A
History, V. & A, Museum, UK.,
1990, p105.

® Earnshaw, P., Lace in Fashion —
From the Sixteenth to the
Twentieth Centuries (2™ ed.),
Gorse Publications, U.K., 1991,
p73, p146; Tily, LA., Three
Faces of Capitalism: Women and
Work in French Cities in
Merriman, J.M. (ed.), French
Cities in the Nineteenth Century,
1981, pp181-182; Gwynne, J.L.,
The liustrated Dictionary of Lace,
Batsford Ltd, UK., 1997, p153.
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F’Mailta nsibu kitbiet dwar
il-bizzilla finventarji ekklezjastici
sa mill-1618, dokumenti minn
zmien il-kavaliieri ta' [-Ordni ta’
San Gwann® kif ukoll kuntratti
taz-zwieg, testmenti, kaotba u
rapporti minn awturi Maltin u
barranin. Per ezempju, fi-1716
Giacomo Capello jirraporta kif
nisa nobbli tal-bizzilla Maltija

kellhom ix-xempju fug Xiex
jahdmu: “donne lavorano merli
finissimi quando hanno il
modello; guanti di filo, di
gottone, e seta, e fion
bellissimi”*’

L-istoriku Ghawdxi Gian Piet

Frangisk Agius De Soldanis
(1712-1770) kiteb i l-industrija
tal-bizzilla lokali kienet tinhadem
b'sengha kbira u i kienet
stabbilita flimkien ma’ industriji
ohra bhall-manifattura tal-goton,
insig u rakmu.?® F'dokument tal-

% Azzopardi, C. I-Bizzilla tal-

Gzejjer Maltin, Publikazzjonijiet
Indipendenza, Malta, 2003, pp4d4,
49, 125,

7 Mallia-Milanes, V. (ed.),
Descrittione di Malta Anno 1716 —
A Venetian Account. Bugelli
Publications, Malta, 1988, pp56-
57. ll-haddiema tal-bizzilla i
jimeferi ghalihom huma zgur
nobbli minhabba i kienu jitkelimu
bit-Taljan. In-nisa Maltin tar-rahal
kienu jitkellmu bid-djalett Malti |i
kien jitqies vulgari u baxx.

® Agius De Soldanis, G.P.F.,

Damma  tal-Kliem  Kartaginiz

Mscerred Fe! Fom tal Maltin u

Ghaucin. National Library,

Valletta: Ms. 143 A; Agius De

Soldanis, G.P.F., Nuova Scuola

dell'Antica Lingua Punica

Scoperta nel Moderno Pariare

Maltese e Gozitano. National

Library, Valletta: Ms. 143 80;

Agius De Soldanis, G.P.F., Degli

Abiti, Costume, Sponsali,

Matrimoni e Funerali dei Maltesi.



Disinn tal-kunjom tal-Baruni
de Piro (Casa Rocca Piccola) —
Treasures of Malta Vol. VI, No.1,

Disinn ta’ ghonq maghmul
minn Dun Guzepp Diacono

kamra tal-Kummerc li sar gabel
l-embargo  tal-1743  hemm
referenza i I-bizzilla tal-hajt
mahduma Malta (possibilment
tal-qoton ghax l-oggetti l-ohra
kienu kollha tal-qoton) nharget
minn Maita u mbieghet fingas
minn  sena flLisbona fil-
Portugal.®®  F'wiehed  mill-
inventarji tal-katidral tal-imdina
hemm referenza ghall-bizzilla tal-
Balla ta' I-lsqof Paolo Alpheran
de Bussan li halla l-albi tieghu
lili-knisja fi-1767:

National Library, Valletta, Ms. 142,
Vol. V, 218-219.

* NLM, Lib. Misc. 1020.

Pg. 23

Costumes of Malta pg. 147

“...alter due albe di tela
fina con coda, e merletto di palla
colli loro amitti...”;%

F'rapport ippubblikat dwar |-
industriji Maltin  migbur mil-
Professur Nicola Zammit fl-
1886  kif ukoll gazzetti lokali
tal-istess perjodu bhall-gazzetta
The Malta Times and United
Service Gazelte fost ohrajn
jirrapurtaw li Malta kienet famuza
ghall-bizzilla tal-balla, bizzilla
kkumplikata maghmula bil-hajt

30 ACM, Misc.217, Inventario 1767,
fol.59r.

3 Zammit, N., Ricami in Malta e Sue
Industrie, Malta, 1886, p71.
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tal-ghazel u mahduma minn xi
delittanti kemm ghall-knisja u kif
ukoll ghall-ilbiesi bhal tat-tigijiet.

Mentri -1908 is-sinjura
Hungerford Pollen fil-
publikazzjoni taghha Seven

Centuries of Lace kitbet dwar ii-
borduri tal-bizzilla Maltija Ii kienu
jinhadmu fMalta madwar I-1780.

Kien hemm diversi Maltin
u  Ghawdxin, mhux biss
negozjanti, i hadmu b'rizq il
bizzilla Maltija. Fosthom insibu il
Francesco Saverio Caruana
(1759-1847) i flimkien ma’
missiery, negozjant tal-goton
fhaz-Zebbug, ipprovda xoghol
tal-ghazil, kinsig u bizzilla [ill-
maggorparti tal-familji Maltin u |-
istituti  tal-Karita'*® Dun Salv
Bondi (1790-1859) pinga disinni
tal-bizzilla u hadem biex ixerred
it-taghlim tal-bizzilla
fkonservatorju r-Rabat u rhula
ohra fGhawdex.* Twaqgfet is-
Sogjeta Maltija ghall-Arti,
Manifattura u Kummer¢ i-1851.

FI-1863 infethu skejjel ghat-
taghlim tal-bizzilla fMalta
fosthom fCasal Zebbug

immexxija minn Dun Salvatore
Trevisan,® u fCitta Vecchia
(ilum Mdina) taht it-tmexxija tal-

Z A A., Malta - Silk in The Malta
Times and United Service
Gazette, 5-11-1887, p2.

* Farrugia Randon, J, R. Farrugia
Randon & S. Farrugia Randon,
Three Maltese Personalities,
Nadur, Gozo, 1996, p2, p30, p32.

*  Azzopardi, C., I-Bizzilla tal-
Gzejjer Maltin, Publikazzjonijiet
Indipendenza, Malta, 2003, p146

¥ AA., The Lace and the Cotion
Trade in Malta in Malta Times and
United Service Gazette, 27-11-
1862, pp1-2; A.A., Establishment
of Ancther Lace School in Malta in
Malta Times and United Service
Gazette, 5-2-1863, p2; AA,, The
Lace Schools in Malta in Malta
Times and United Service
Gazette, 19-3-1863, p2.



Kanoniku  Saverio
Vassallo, Rev. Dun Saverio
Galea, Dr. Chappell, u Dr.
Gouder.*® Hemm lista shiha ta’
ghalliema tal-bizzilla li
ikkontribwew fit-taghlim
specifikament tal-bizzilla Maltija,
fosthom Lorenzo Cumbo. Fi-
1864 Adelaide Cini fethet
Konservatorju (illum maghruf
bhala Cini Institute) fejn tfal bniet
gew imharrga specjalment fil-
bizzilla tal-harir® Saru diversi

Arcipriet

esibizzjonijiet interazzjonali
bhall-Wirja I-Kbira ta’ Londra fl-
1851, il-Wirja Internazzjonali
flondra wkoll f1-1862 fejn

P.P.Borg rebah medalja ghax-
xogho! eccelienti tal-bizzilla u
fParigi f-1867 fost ohrajn kif

ukoll saru esibizzjonijiet anki
lokali bhal dik tal-1864
L’Esposizione  di  Industrija

Maftese. Dun Guzepp Diacono
(1847-1924) kompla jizviluppa
iktar b'mod innovatttiv u distint
id-disinn tal-bizzilla Maitija — (i) il-
bizzilla tal-festuni ghall-kummer¢
xieraq mhux biss ghas-suq Ingliz

imma ghas-swieq ohra
barranin;*® u (ii) I-bizzilla tal-Balla
ghall-paramenti u ibies

ekklesjastiku.*® Hu wkoll waqgaf

% AA., The Lace and the Cotton
Trade in Malta in Maita Times and
United Service Gazette, 27-11-
1862, pp1-2; AA., Establishment
of Another Lace School in Malta in
Malta Times and United Service
Gazette, 5-2-1863, p2; AA., The
Lace Schools in Malta in Malta
Times and United Service
Gazelte, 19-3-1863, p2.

" Guida Generali di Malta e Gozo,
Malta, 1905, p141.

% AA., The Lace Schools in The
Maita Times and United Gazette,
19-3-1863, p2.

* Diacono maghruf sew ukoll ghad-
disinji tal-bizzilla bil-punt Ingliz li
hu uzat kemm fil-bizzilel Maltin
kumercjali kif ukoll dawk
ekklesjastici.

‘fcentri ohra bhal

l-industrija tal-bizzilla fGhawdex
u Malta.

Ghalkemm ghadu mhux
maghruf meta origina I-point de
Paris zgur li origina fi Fjandra ta’
Franza'® u kien maghmul ghas-
swieq ta’ Parigi. L-ewwel darba li
ssemma il-point de Paris kien fi-
inventarju tnv. D’Anne
d’Escoubleau, Baronne de
Sourdis, veuve de Francois de
Simiane ta' 1-1681.*' Jacques
Savray, Franciz minn Parigi wkoll
isemmi |-punt tal-balla point de
Paris fis-sezzjoni tal-bizzilla ta¢-
¢ombini fil-ktieb tieghu
‘Dictionnaire  Universel de
Commerce’ ta' 1-1723.* li-point
de Paris kien ikkupjat u mahdum
fTurnhut,
Anvers, Malines, Normandija,
Faubourg St Antoine,*® St
Denis, Jcouen and Groslay*
koltha fi Franza, u ghalhekk kien

diffici hafna biex tiddistingwi
dawn il-bizzilel minn dawk
originali  Fjamingi.*® Id-disinji

kienu fil-bicca I-kbira ta' fjuri,
b'weraq u girlandi.  ll-point de
Paris hu listess bhal dak li
jinstab fil-bizzilel Pottenkant ta'
Antwerp tas-seklu tmintax (tip

“ Levey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, U.K., 1980, p54

“ Palliser, B., History of Lace,

Constable and Company Lid,

UK., 1984, p33, ni17 - “Une

chemisette de toile d’hollande

gamnye de point de Paris”.

2 Savary, J., Dictionnaire Universel
de Commerce |, 1723, pp1677-
1679,

“ Gwynne, J.L., The lllustrated
Dictionary of Lace, Batsford Ltd,
U.K., 1997, pp152-153.

“ Palliser, B., History of Lace,
Constable and Company Lid,
U.K., 1984, p210.

“ Levey, S.M., Lace: A History, V. &
A. Museum, U.K. 1990, p34, p55.
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ighor ta’' bizzilla Fjaminga) li
kienet esportata lejn Spanja
minn Kadiz. Hu wisq probabli li |-
bizzilla giet introdotta fMalta
minn kull aspett - meta n-
negozzjanti  innegozzjaw  il-
bizzilla, minn bahhara,
haddiema, ekklesjastici u
frustieri li vjaggaw minn pajjiz
ghall-iehor, artisti permezz tal-
pitturi taghhom u kitba ta’ dak iz-
zmien. Dan wassal ukoll biex fi-
1831 il-bizzilla bil-Point de Paris
bdiet tinhadem bil-magni mil-
kumpanija Leavers Lace
Machine u f-1858  mill-
kumpanija Barmen Machine fl-
Ingilterra.*®

Ghal bidu fMalta I-bizzilla
tal-balla mahduma kemm dejqa,
kif ukoll wiesgha kienet
tinkorpora disinni tat-tila
mahduma fil-punt tal-balla b’mod
inferjuri. ll-quddiem din zviluppat
minn stil Fjaming ghal stil ewlieni
b'teknika Matltija. Dawk
mahduma ghall-knisja, minbarra
d-disinni ta’ weraq, fjuri u
annimali fuq sfond ta' reticella
gew inkiuzi I-festuni ekklesjastici
bhal per ezempju I-pellikan, il-
haruf, l-ewkaristija u simboli ohra
inkluz tal-gaddisin. L-istess bhall-
bizzilla tal-Pottenkant tas-sekiu
tmintax, il-bizzilla tal-Balla ta’
Malta inkorporat ukoll il-vazun
simetriku ta’ zewg widnejn kif
ukoll tip ta’ vazun iehor bil-fjuri
fug stil barokk I[i fit-teologija
Nisranija dan jirrapprezenta lill-
Madonna bhala simbolu ta’
purita’ jew il-Lunzjata.¥’ Tiiet
fjuriet b’hames petali kull wahda

* Gwynne, J.L., The lliustrated
Dictionary of Lace, Batsford Lid,
U.K,, 1997, p152-153,

‘7 Gwynne, J.L., The MUlustrated
Dictionary of Lace, Batsford Lid,
UK., 1997, p21; Palliser, B.,
History of Lace, Constable and
Company Ltd, UK., 1984, p130.



li-bizzilla bil-kunjom
tal-Baruni de Piro
mahduma fuq it-trajbu
mill-awtrici

ICI. Maktur — ll-burdura: bizzilla tal-festuni (festun tal-fjura u
L-inkwatru issa jinsab festun tas-salib ta’ Malta)
F’Casa Rocca Piccola

A

Ta’ gewwa: bnadar Inglizi fil-bizzilla tal-balla (Kollezzjoni privata)

Manika (Kollezzjoni privata) —g».




jfissru -hames posti tar-ruzaru
bit-tliet misteri. Xi qassisin
ghadhom jilbsu l-albi b’dawn il-
bizzilel u hafna knejjes izejnu |-
artali u s-sagristiji taghhom
specjalment fi zmien il-festi.
Ghalkemm il-bizzilla ta’ Malta tal-
punt tal-Balla hi iktar maghrufa u
l-izjed imsemmija ghall-hwejjeg u

accessorji  ekklesjastici  kienet
ukoll  tinhadem  ghall-ibiesi
fosthom tat-tigijiet.

Kif taghraf il-bizzilla tal-
balla? L-ewwel ma trid thares
huwa lejn il-punt tal-balla. Dan il-
punt huwa wiehed minn hafna
punti li jsawwru |-bizzilla Maltija.
Huwa dekorattiv, delikat, ftit
imgebbed, fghamia ta’ kaxxa
b'sitt ignieb fejn zewg nahat
huma vertikali jew orizzontali u
erba’ nahat dijagonali, b’hajt
b’barma wahda, kull par combin
mahduma flimkien b'punt shih.*®
Hl-punt jifforma cirku fin-nofs u
sitt trijangoli madwar i¢-cirku.

1. punt tal-balla wieqaf
2. punt tal-balla mimdud

Ghalkemm insibu disinji
tal-bizzilla  Maltija  mpengija
b’linka bajda fuq karta blu ghax

® Geers Vermeulen, M.J.,
Recognising Laces, Kantcentrum,
Brugge, 1976, p25.

dawk huma ta’ zmien il-Malta
Industries, id-disinni I-ohra huma
mpittra b’'zewg kuluri — (i) bil-
linka hadra li jfisser li x-xoghol
tal-bizzilla jrid jinhadem tila, nofs
punt jew moski; u (ii) bil-linka
sepia ghall-punt reticella, ix-
xibka, bhalma bhu I-punt tal-
balla.*® F'xempiji antiki hafna il-punt
tal-balla ma kienx ikun impitter
madwar id-disinn, u I-haddiema tal-
bizzilla kelthom jixtarru kif jinhadem
madwar id-disinn. Haddiema tal-
bizzilla professjonali jahdmu din it-
tip ta' bizzilla kontinwa dritta ghat-
tul, itellghu x-xoghol ghal diversi
kuxxinati minghajr ma juzaw labar
tar-ras® hlief fit-truf tal-bizzilla
mahduma fuq it-trajpu Malti -
tawwali®'. il-hjut jidhlu fit-tejiel u
jergu johargu fir-reticella u xi kultant
issir ghogda fuq il-par vertikali ezatt
wara li I-par djagonaili jkun mahdum.
Dan kien biex izomm sod matul il-
hidma tal-bizzilla ta’ dan it-tip. Dun
Guzepp Diacono fil-pubblikazzjoni
tieghu ta' 1920 ‘Bizzilii li jinhadmu
fMalta u Ghaudex’* jiddeskrivi tip
iehor ta’ trajpu — mhadda iwila
romblu maghmula attaposta ghall-
bizzilla tal-balla: “...isiru bhal rombli
uesghin xorta uahda ma tulhom

* Azzopardi, C., Lacemaking at the
Centre of Gozitan Daily Life in De
Piro, N. & V.A. Cremona (eds.),
Costumes in Malta, A History of
Fabric Form and Fashion,
Fondazzjoni Patrimonju  Maiti,
Maita, 1998, p145.

° Bonito, D.S., Graced by Lace: a
Guide for Collectors of Antique
Linen and Lace, 2001, p v.

! -istess tip ta' trajbu huwa wkoll
uzat fKatalonja gewwa Spanja.

2 Azzopardi, C., Gozo Lace: An
introduction to Lacemaking in the
Maltese Islands, Gozo Press,
Gozo, 1991, pp57-58.

% S'issa ghad ma nstabux
pubblikazzjonijiet ohra bejn is-
sekiu dsatax u I-bidu tas-sekiu
ghoxri dwar istruzzjonijiet ta' kif
tinhadem il-bizzilla ta’ Malta hlief
dak ta’ Diacono.
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collu; hecc jigiu maghmulin
limhadet li fukhom jinhadmu il
bizzilli i jeghdulhom tal-balla u minn
daun Pimhadet jisseihu tal-balla.”>
Dan it-tip ta’ romblu msemmi wkoll
finventarju tal-Casa Industriale
tGhawdex mmexxija minn Diacono
stess: “Imhadda _al bizzilli tal Balla
fuli rigla pulita.”™ Hu kiteb dwar kif
tipproduci disinji tal-bizzilla ahjar u
aktar atiraenti. Sahag i l-bizzilla
Malfija Ii hi dejga tinhadem fbicca
wahda imma dawk iktar wesghin
jnhadmu bicciet separati: “Ghal
heffa tax-xogho!l ahiar jinhadem
maksum, izda ghal gmiel u ghaz-
zina tal bizzilla, ahiar jinhadem
shieh”® Kien sostna wkoll li kull
bicca xoghol tal-bizzilla ghandha
tahdimha haddiema wahda biex ix-
xogho! ikun tid wahda®; u kien
kuntrarju | disinn  tal-bizzilla
jingasam mir-reticella specjalment il-
punt tal-balla: “Jatu cbir mancament
meta icolthom xi ksim fil fifi
specialment fein jinghatau il fili hec
imseihin tal-balla.”>®

ll-bizzilla tal-Balla ghadha
tinhadem sal-lum kemm b'disinji
antiki tradizzjonali kif ukoll b’'mod
kontemporanju modern mhux biss
b’hajt abjad, krema jew iswed imma
wkoll bil-hajt tal-kulur, hajt tal-metal,
xaghar taz-ziemel u rizorsi ohra

@ Anna Maria Gatt

* Diacono, G., ‘Bizzilli li jinhadmu
f'Malta u Ghaudex’, Malta, 1920,
p20.

% Azzopardi, C., Antique Maltese
Lace of the Time of the Knights
1530-1798, M.Phil. thesis

(unpub.), University of Malta,
2002, p183.
*¢ Diacono, G., ‘Bizzilli li jinhadmu

fMalta u Ghaudex’, Malta, 1920,
p29.

37 Diacono, G., ‘Bizzilli i jinhadmu
fMalta u Ghaudex’, Malta, 1920,
p30.

*® Diacono, G., ‘Bizzilli li jinhadmu
fMalta u Ghaudex’, Malta, 1920,
p30.





