
Summary 

1his study shows that juvenile Corn Burrtings have statistically significant shcrter 
wing-lengths than adults. Males are Larger at all ages. A large number of birds can be 
sexed on Vling-length and weight. Corn Buntings complete rroult in an average of 79 dc,ys 
between June and September. 
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SHORT NOTES 

OCCURHEHCE OF A HYBRID SWALLOW X HOUSE MARTIN. 

A strange looking hlrundlne showing some characteristics of a Swallow Hirundo rustica 
as weLl as some of a House W1art in Deli chon urbica was trapped while ringing hi r·und i nes at 
Lunzjata Valley, Gozo on 9th May 1982. 

lhe bird had a House Martin 1 s tall but which was more deeply forked. The forehead and 
throat were similar to those of a Swallow but the general shape of the head suggested a' 
House Martin. lhe white belly was wasned with a warm pinkish colour while the mantle and 
back were metallic blue. lts white rump was half the size of a House ~1artin's end had some 
brownish-black blotches, 1he tarsi were covered with white feathers but not as thickly as 
in a normal House Martin. 1he wing Length (ma><:imum chord) was 117 mrr; and the weight 16.8g. 

C. Vansteenwegen, who recorded a simiLar 11ybrid paired and breeding with a normal fe
male SwaLLow in Brabant Wallon CBelgiuml in 1980, cites 30 instances where similar hy
brids had been recorded, the first in 1869. (Nidification d'un hybride presume entre 
L 'Hirondelle de Fenetre Delichon urbica et L 'Hirondetle de Cheminee Hirundo rustica. Le 
Gerfaut 71 : 611-615. 1981), Besides these, two more have been recorded :one in the Fede
ral RepubLic of Germany {N.J Ungeahn7e Seitensorun·g·e. Vogel 7(2) : 23. 1975) anC the 
other on 7th June i981 at south of Copenhagen, Denmark (Fugle 2(3) : 47. 1982). 
Not all birds were identicaL most agreed witt--, the description of the bird ringed at 
Lunzjata. 

Photos of the hybrid occurri ior: in ivJalta were shown to various ornitholo-
gists includ H.E. AxelL, R. K. Hansen as well as tothemembersofi1-Merill 1 

EditoriaL R. Ertel and K. Hansen kindly orouqht to the attention of the edito; 
board the two last mentioned overseas records. 

]ohn Grech 

J.G. - 12,Sir Paul Boffa St., Victoria, Gozo, Maltu. 
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BLACK-EARED WHEATEAR - NEW BREEDING RECORD FOR MALTA. 

On 4th July 1982 we visited 1a' Zuta to check a report by Joe Grima, who had seen a 
pair of Oenanthe sp. there on 26th June. 

On arriving on the edge of the cliff overlooking Fawv1ara, above a large sloping area 
covered with boulders of mixed sizes, a white-throated male of the eastern race of the 
Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca started calling alarminglyJ flying 
about excitedly, while carrying food in its oeak. The alarm calls increased as we climbed 
down towards the rubble slope. We went further down below the slope from where we could 
see the male bringing food from the rocky area above the cliffs. lt was carrying food to 
at least two spots amongst the boulders which made us realise that it had fledged youn£. 
At one time one was heard calling from beneath a boulder at the approach of the male with 
food. 

Next day (5th July) we visited the area again. We soon discovered why we had only seen 
the male the previous day. We found the corpse of the female which had been dead for at 
Least five days. 1he bird had been shot, one Lead pellet having penetrated the skull. The 
male and young had moved to about 300 ITl away. lhe male was seen carrying food to three 
different spots suggesting that it was accompanied by three fledged young. 

Joe Gr i rna reported n to us that on 22nd July he saw a maLe a:~d two fuLl grown 
young at il-Oaws, 5 km the NWof Fawwara. 

lhe Black-eared Wheatear is generally a scarce spring migrant, seen up to mid-~ay with 

occasional records in June. lt is scarcer in autumn. Both the nominate race and melanoleuca 

occur. 
Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 

J.S. - Sciberras Flats/ 3, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta. 
C.G. - Skylark, Targa Gap Estate, Most:.a, Malta. 

HOUSE MARTIN - NEW BREEDING SPECIES FOR HALTA. 

lhe House Martin Delichon urbica is a common miqrant in sorlna and autumn with a few 
birds sometimes occurring during the rest of the ye:3r, partic~Larly in winter. 

Throughout the day, on 7th June 1981, 3 House Martins were noted prosoecting for 
nesting site under the balcony of a villa at Attard. Although they were not seen there the 
following day, 6 birds were found prospecting for nesting sites at buildln9s ln the main 
square of Mosta. lhe prospecting continued until the 13th June when the birds disappeared. 
However, 4 birds returned a week Later and 2 nests were built under one of the balconies 
of the building facing Mosta Church. ln early August each nest contained 3 young. Adults 
and yount;~ deserted the area by the 3rd week of August. On 15th August, the day when the 
village feast is celebrated, the birds suffered from great disturbance when fireworks were 
Let off even from the balcony where they we~e resting. 

The following year the birds did not return at Mosta but on 7th June i982 3 House Mar
tins were seen chasing each.other in the square in front of the Cathedral at Mdina. One 
of the birds was also seen frequently settling beneath the clock on the right side of the 
Cathedral's facade. Later in tne dQy 2 birds started building a nest at the same soot, Two 
days Later the nest was nearly complete. The mud was being collected from a reservoir 
which was auq amonqst fields ca. 300m to the eqst of theMdina-Bastions. On 15th June an
other pair, ~ne of-_which had 1 to 2 primaries missing on the right wing~ was noted pros
pectin9 under the oiher clock~ but both birds deserted the area two days later. However~ 
the third unmated House Martin was stiLL frequently seen about. By the end of the folLow
ing month at least two young had left the nest which was used aqain to raise a second 
brood, On 19th September both adults, as well as two other juveniles from the second brood 
were seen on the wing together and it1 the evening all four were noted going in the nest to 
roost. A+ Least two birds were still using the nest to roost on 3rd October. 

Meanwhile on a visit to the islet of Filfla on 7th August 1982 a pair of House Martins 
were seen flyin:=~ aoout. Surprisingly they were found breeding. lhe nest was in a smaLL 
round hole, possibly made by a rocket when FilfLa was used for bombinq practices, in a 
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huge boulder. The birds partly blocked the hole clay as in a form of balcony {see photo 
below). It was 3 metres above the ground and ca. metres away from the seawaTer's edge. 
It contained a young bird and an addled egg. incidentally one of the adult birds had two 
of its primaries on its right wing damaged~ similar to the one noted at Mdina on 15th 
june. 

Our thanks are due to Mario V. Gauci who found the House Martins at Mdina in 1982 and 
who kept regular observations on the pair breeding there. A report on the first two pairs 
breeding at ~osta ln 1981 has already aopeared in 'A New Guide to the Birds of Malta' 
(1982) by the same writers. 

Joe Sultan<:~ & Charles Gauci 

J.S. - Sciberras Flats I 3? Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malt:a. 
C.G. - Skylark, Taxga Gap Esr.ate, Mosta, M.:ilta~ 

FAfl- TAILED WARBLER ATTACKING A WEASEL. 

A note on 7he aggressive behaviour of the ~an-1ai Led Warbler Cis"ticola juncidis ~as 
appeared in Il-l-lferill No. 19 p.19 (1977-78). It included an incident when a female was 
seen attack ina a snake Coluber viridiflavus. 

At 0800 hrs on 5th July 1981, at Wied i a female Fan-ta1led ~~ar~bler was seen 
in its beak and from ts an-t-ics it Indicated that it had a nest 

wi young or the vicini After perching on a fennel stalk about 1.5 m 
above the ~round, ook off ing scolding notes, and repeatedly dived 
amongst the low he qround as if attackinq something. 1hree fledged 

rect ions and a weasel Mustela nivalis was seen 
them. 

Raymond Galea 

R.G. - SunvieN 1 Potters St. F B'Kara, Malta. 
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PINE BUNTING - AN ADDITION TO THE LIST OF THE BIRDS OF MALTA. 

111 the span of one week, two first-year male P!ne Buntings Emberiza leucocephala, a 
species which had not been previously recorded in Malta, occurred in autumn 1982; the 
first at Mizieb on 31st October and the other at Bahrija on 5th November. They were taken 
by a shooter and a trapper respectively. 

The writers were requested to identify the specimens. Both birds had wh tte crown 
feathers which were partly concealed by dark brown central streaks. The cheeks were white 
surrounded by a chestnut mask. The chin and throat feathers were chestnut-brown with white 
tips. The underparts were white with the breast and flanks streaked brown. The upperparts, 
including the wings, were chestnut streaked black and dark brown. The chestnut rump 
feathers were tipped white. The tail was dark brown with the outer tail feathers having-a 
v.'h i te V pat tern on the inner web. Their wing-lengths were 89 mm and 95 mm respectively. 

The Pine Bunting has an eastern and central -Asiatic range, which in central and wes
tern Siberia overlaps with the eastern breeding range of the Yellowhammer Emberiza ci"tri
nella. Where they overlap hybridization between these two species occurs. While the 
Yellowhammer is mainly sedentary, the east Asiatic Pine Bunting is a migrant, wintering 
from Iran to China (Voous, K.H. Atlas of European Birds- 1960). 

The ~~al tese name chosen is Durrajsa Pasha Bajda. 

Raymond Testa, Natali no Fenech & Raymond Galea 

R.T. - Elk. B, Flat 4, Corradino Rd., Paola, Hal"ta. 
N.F. - 35 Main s-t., Attard, Malta. 
R.G. - Sunview,· Pope Urbanus VIII St., B'Kara, Malta. 

THE PECTORAL SANDPIPER - NEW RECORD TO MALTA. 

The Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melano'tos is an ace i dental visitor from North America 
to Europe and N.W. Africa. In recent years it has been recorded annual..ly in the Azores, 
Ireland and Britain (Cramp. 5. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1981) The Sirds of the Western 
Palearctic Vol. Ill). 

ln Malta it made its first appearance on 1st May 1982 when one w.as sighted in the 
vicinity of Marsaxlokk Bay. The bird was quite tame. When it was approached closely it 
Looked like an overgrown Ounlin C.alpina in winter plumage and in fllght it was remini
scent of a Reeve Philomachus pugnax. The bird 1 a male 1 was shot on. the following morning 
when it was still in the same area. 

On close examination the specimen had a white chin and a heavily mottled breast which 
terminates abruptly to Leave a pure white belly. The under tail coverts were also white 
and it had some fine streaking on the flanks. A faint eye-stripe is notiCeable on the 
slightly mottled whitish face. The crown was mottled blackish-brown but the almost similar 
back was a Little more brownish. The wines were dark with brownish coverts and the centre 
of the rump black with white on both sid8s. The sharply pointed taiL had blackh;h-brown 
central feathers with the rest being dark grey. 

Measurements: Wing 134 mm; bill <to feathering) 29 mm; and tarsus 33 mm. The Maltese 
name chosen is Begazz ina Amer i kana. 

Although the bird was first sighted ln the afternoon one must assume that It hadar
rived in the morning when we had an exceptional migration of waders, turtle doves and 
falcons. especially Kestrels. The day had dawned with a moderate NNE wind with an overcast 
sky. 

Alfred Vassallo 

A~ V. - Fredor, Giuzeppina Curmi St., Zejt:un, Malta. 

~1ARSH HARRIERS ROOSTING IN TREES. 

The Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus, like other Circus spp., always spends the night 
on the ground, often roosting communally (Cramp,S. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) ( 1979) The 
Birds of the Western Palearctic Vol. II J. 
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