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FAM-TAILED WARBLER ATTACKING A WEASEL.

A note on the aqgressive behaviour of the Fan-Tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis has
appeared in Il-Merill No. 19 p.19 (1977-78). It included an incident when a femate was
seen attacking a snake Coluber viridiflavus.

At 0800 hrs on 5th July 1981, at Wied 'i-Lua, a female Fan-tailed Warbler was seen
carrying a small dragonfly in its beak and from its anfics it indicated that it had a nest
with young or fledged young in the vicinity. After perching on a fennel sfalk abcut 1.5 m
above the ground, it suddenly took off utferring scolding notes, and repeatedly dived
amongst the low vegetation on *the ground as if affacking something. Three fledged younag
were noted scattering in atl directions anc a weasel Mustela nivalis was seen running
about trying to cafch them.

Raymond Calea

R.G. - Sunview, Potters St., B'Kara, Malta.
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