PINE BUNTING - AN ADDITION TO THE LIST OF THE BIRDS OF MALTA

In fthe span of one week, two first-year male Pine Buntings Emberiza leucocephala, a
species which had not been previously recorded in Malta, occurred in autumn 1982; the
first at Mizieb on 31st October and the other at Bahrija on S5th November. They were taken
by a shooter and a frapper respectively.

The writers were requested to identify fthe specimens. Both birds had white crown
feathers which were partly concealed by dark brown central sireaks. The cheeks were white
surrounded by a chestnut mask. The chin and throat feathers were chestnut-brown with.white
tips. The underparts were whife with the breast and flanks streaked brown. The upperparts,
including the wings, were chestnut streaked black and dark brown, The chestnut rump
feathers were tipped white. The tail was dark brown with fthe outer tail feathers having-a
white V pattern on the inner web. Their wing-lengths were 89 mm and 95 mm respectively.

The Pine Bunting has an eastern and central Asiatic range, which in ceniral and wes-
tern Siberia overlaps with the eastern breeding range of the.Yeltowhammer Emberiza citri-
nella. Where they overlap hybridization between these fwo species occurs, White the
Yel lowhammer is mainly sedentary, the east Asiatic Pine Bunting is & migrant, wintering
from lran to China (Voous, K,H, Atlas of European Birds - 1960).

The Maltese name chosen is Durrajsa Rasha Bajda.

Raymond Testa, Natalino Fenech & Raymond Galea

R.T. = Blk. B, Flat 4, Corradino Rd., Paola, Malta.
N.F. - 35 Main St., Attard, Malta.
R.G. - Sunview, Pope Urbanus VIII St., B'Kara, Malta.
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