
huge boulder. The birds partly blocked the hole clay as in a form of balcony {see photo 
below). It was 3 metres above the ground and ca. metres away from the seawaTer's edge. 
It contained a young bird and an addled egg. incidentally one of the adult birds had two 
of its primaries on its right wing damaged~ similar to the one noted at Mdina on 15th 
june. 

Our thanks are due to Mario V. Gauci who found the House Martins at Mdina in 1982 and 
who kept regular observations on the pair breeding there. A report on the first two pairs 
breeding at ~osta ln 1981 has already aopeared in 'A New Guide to the Birds of Malta' 
(1982) by the same writers. 

Joe Sultan<:~ & Charles Gauci 

J.S. - Sciberras Flats I 3? Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malt:a. 
C.G. - Skylark, Taxga Gap Esr.ate, Mosta, M.:ilta~ 

FAfl- TAILED WARBLER ATTACKING A WEASEL. 

A note on 7he aggressive behaviour of the ~an-1ai Led Warbler Cis"ticola juncidis ~as 
appeared in Il-l-lferill No. 19 p.19 (1977-78). It included an incident when a female was 
seen attack ina a snake Coluber viridiflavus. 

At 0800 hrs on 5th July 1981, at Wied i a female Fan-ta1led ~~ar~bler was seen 
in its beak and from ts an-t-ics it Indicated that it had a nest 

wi young or the vicini After perching on a fennel stalk about 1.5 m 
above the ~round, ook off ing scolding notes, and repeatedly dived 
amongst the low he qround as if attackinq something. 1hree fledged 

rect ions and a weasel Mustela nivalis was seen 
them. 

Raymond Galea 

R.G. - SunvieN 1 Potters St. F B'Kara, Malta. 
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PINE BUNTING - AN ADDITION TO THE LIST OF THE BIRDS OF MALTA. 

111 the span of one week, two first-year male P!ne Buntings Emberiza leucocephala, a 
species which had not been previously recorded in Malta, occurred in autumn 1982; the 
first at Mizieb on 31st October and the other at Bahrija on 5th November. They were taken 
by a shooter and a trapper respectively. 

The writers were requested to identify the specimens. Both birds had wh tte crown 
feathers which were partly concealed by dark brown central streaks. The cheeks were white 
surrounded by a chestnut mask. The chin and throat feathers were chestnut-brown with white 
tips. The underparts were white with the breast and flanks streaked brown. The upperparts, 
including the wings, were chestnut streaked black and dark brown. The chestnut rump 
feathers were tipped white. The tail was dark brown with the outer tail feathers having-a 
v.'h i te V pat tern on the inner web. Their wing-lengths were 89 mm and 95 mm respectively. 

The Pine Bunting has an eastern and central -Asiatic range, which in central and wes
tern Siberia overlaps with the eastern breeding range of the Yellowhammer Emberiza ci"tri
nella. Where they overlap hybridization between these two species occurs. While the 
Yellowhammer is mainly sedentary, the east Asiatic Pine Bunting is a migrant, wintering 
from Iran to China (Voous, K.H. Atlas of European Birds- 1960). 

The ~~al tese name chosen is Durrajsa Pasha Bajda. 

Raymond Testa, Natali no Fenech & Raymond Galea 

R.T. - Elk. B, Flat 4, Corradino Rd., Paola, Hal"ta. 
N.F. - 35 Main s-t., Attard, Malta. 
R.G. - Sunview,· Pope Urbanus VIII St., B'Kara, Malta. 

THE PECTORAL SANDPIPER - NEW RECORD TO MALTA. 

The Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melano'tos is an ace i dental visitor from North America 
to Europe and N.W. Africa. In recent years it has been recorded annual..ly in the Azores, 
Ireland and Britain (Cramp. 5. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1981) The Sirds of the Western 
Palearctic Vol. Ill). 

ln Malta it made its first appearance on 1st May 1982 when one w.as sighted in the 
vicinity of Marsaxlokk Bay. The bird was quite tame. When it was approached closely it 
Looked like an overgrown Ounlin C.alpina in winter plumage and in fllght it was remini
scent of a Reeve Philomachus pugnax. The bird 1 a male 1 was shot on. the following morning 
when it was still in the same area. 

On close examination the specimen had a white chin and a heavily mottled breast which 
terminates abruptly to Leave a pure white belly. The under tail coverts were also white 
and it had some fine streaking on the flanks. A faint eye-stripe is notiCeable on the 
slightly mottled whitish face. The crown was mottled blackish-brown but the almost similar 
back was a Little more brownish. The wines were dark with brownish coverts and the centre 
of the rump black with white on both sid8s. The sharply pointed taiL had blackh;h-brown 
central feathers with the rest being dark grey. 

Measurements: Wing 134 mm; bill <to feathering) 29 mm; and tarsus 33 mm. The Maltese 
name chosen is Begazz ina Amer i kana. 

Although the bird was first sighted ln the afternoon one must assume that It hadar
rived in the morning when we had an exceptional migration of waders, turtle doves and 
falcons. especially Kestrels. The day had dawned with a moderate NNE wind with an overcast 
sky. 

Alfred Vassallo 

A~ V. - Fredor, Giuzeppina Curmi St., Zejt:un, Malta. 

~1ARSH HARRIERS ROOSTING IN TREES. 

The Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus, like other Circus spp., always spends the night 
on the ground, often roosting communally (Cramp,S. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) ( 1979) The 
Birds of the Western Palearctic Vol. II J. 
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While watching migrating birds of prey on he afternoon of the 27th September 1981 the 
wind (force 3-4) veered from south east to sou h west. The general prevailing conditions 
that day were misty with Low clouds. A total o 29 Marsh Harriers was observed on the move 
after 1730 hrs. 

At 1800 hrs an adult male, out of a flock of ten, circled down above the wood and when 
a few metres away flapped to an Aleppo Pine where it set-fled to roost. !he rest of the 
flock moved away, probably due to disturbance from gun-shots in other parts of the Buskett 
area. About ten minutes later another 9 Marsh Harriers appeared and another individual 
descended in a similar manner as the previous. bird to roost in a different Aleppo Pine_ 
grove. The other birds kept clrcL ing above the grove but were not always visible due to the 
poor liaht conditions. IVhether or not the re.s.t of the fLock descended to roost in the 
trees cOuld not be ascertained. 

S.::wiour Balzan & Natalino Fenech 

S.B. - Villa Strakham, Scythe St., Misrah Kola, At-tard, Malta. 
N.F. - 35r Main SL, Attard, Malta. 

CORY'S SHEARWAU:g l'EEDIHG ON DOGFISH'S LIVER. 

While out at sea with some fishermen on 7th March 19e1 we caught a Large Great Spotteo 
Dogfish Scyliorhinus stellaris. We declded to cook the fish and after cleaning it we threw 
the liver overboard. There were no shearwaters in sight at that particular moment but very 
shortly about a dozen Cory's Shearwaters Calonect:ris diomedea were spotted flylng in Line 
towards us flapping their wings continuously. The first to arrive swaLlov..,ed the first 
piece of liver 1 which must have been at least 20 em in Length, and in no time at aLl. the 
remaining pieces were aLL taken by some of the other bircis. By this time other Cory 1 s 
Shearwaters were flyfng towards the area from every direction. It ls surprising how quick
ly the oily liver was detected, either by smeLL or by si~'ht. 

The north Atlantic race borealis is said to scavenge offaL, particularly oily substan
ces from fishing vessels CCr::JmP, 5. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1977) The Birds of the West
ern Pa Lea ret lc Vol t). 

The writer was informed by the same fishermen that they never witnessed shearwaters 
taking fishing bait which consisted of dead fish. Occasionally the writer has seen Cory's 
Shearwaters unsuccessfuLLy chasing ft y i ng f 1 sh Cypselurus heterurus wh lle they fly out of 
the v.;ater. 

Alfred Vassallo 

A. V. - Fredor, Giuzeppina Curmi S-t., Zejtun, Malta. 

Ed. Note : ,A. fisherman has informed us that both the Cory's Shearwater, as well as the 
Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus regularly take fish o-Ffal. 

FAN- TAILED WARBLER PATROL CALLS. 

While bird-watching in Sicily at the Ganzirri {Messina) on the 7th 1983, ai- the 
Simeto and on the outskirts of Catania on the 9tf-1 May; 1983, it was the patrol 
calls of the Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis were much more frequent and of a lower 
pitch i"han those of the Fan-tailed Warbler found in Malta. However, no difference was 
noted in the alarm calls of the birds. On all occasions the biras were observed quite 
closely. 

It would be interesting lf more comparal ive studies are made on this subject. 

Alfred E. Ba1dacchino & Nataline Fenech 

A. E. B. - Kestrel in Melita House, Notary Zarb St. , Attard r Malta. 
N.P'. - 35,Main St._, Attard, Malta. 
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sOt;E NOTES ON BREEDING SPECIES FOR 1982. 

1982 turned out to be quite remarkable for breeding records of certain species as well 
as for the absence of others. Apart from the two pairs of House Mart 1 ns Deli chon urbica 
and the new breeding record of the Black-eared Wheatear Oenant;he hispanica (both reported 
elsewhere in this iSsue) other scarce species were also recorded nesting. 

1 hree pairs of Spot ted Flycatchers Muscicapa st;r iat;a bred at Busket t, each r a lsi ng two 
brooCs and fledging, a total of 12 young. ln previous years only up to two pairs had been 
recorded in one season. The Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator bred at 2 localities. A pair 
nested inc carob tree at Ghaxaq and raised 4 young which fledged in the third week of 
July. A female with 3 fledged young was also present in early July at Burmarrad~ Two pairs 
of Serins Serinus serinus bred at Buskett and at least one palr r~lised three young. The 
aduLts were seen feeding 3 fLedged young with Ulmus sp. seeds on 7+~ ·May. 

On the other hand Ia' Cenc Cliffs Lost its pair of Peregrine, Falcons Falco pereg.rinus. 
The birds were not seen there ln sorina and we were later informed that both birds were 
shot in February from a seacraft from below the cliffs. The Barn Owl Tyt:o alba , too, has 
not been recorded breeding. Although a pair was noted present in Late July and early 
August in one locality there has been no sign of breeding. In ·fact none were seen or heard 
when the Locality was visited twice at night in mid-August. _Another pair was shot by rab
bit hunters at Fomm-ir-Rih during .summer. 

The Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata, a fairly common breed1 resident, has 
recently declined drastically. 'The start of the decline coincided with relatively se-. 
vere winter of 1980/81 though this cannot be the cause of the decline as the species has 
shown no sign of recovering. The following Table shows the number of nests located in five 
selected areas which were regularly under observation throughout the five-years period 
1978 - 1982. 

Spectacled Warbler 1 s nest -- --
1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 

-· 
Wied 1-Isperanza 7 4 4 none none 
Nr. Chadwi.ck Lakes 4 3 none none none 
Rabat /Htar'f a 4 I 1 11 none none 
Ghajn Rihana I . ~ 

none none 
I 

Ta' Qali 

Total 
j no obs. I 48 I 44 j 16 I 1 

I 19 66 I 59 I 16 6 I 

Joe Sultana & eharles Gauci 

J.S. - Sciberras Flats I 3, Fleur-de-Lys Junc-tion, B'Kara~ Malta. 
C.G. -Skylark, 'l'arga Gap Es-tate, Mosta, Malta. 
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