PINE—BUNTING —~AN-ADDITION-—TO—THELIST-OFTHE-BIRDS—OFMALTA,

Fﬁ4+h645aaﬁ46§46ﬂe4week7 %W64f+FS¢—VeﬂFAWﬂ%e49+ﬁ64€ﬁﬁ#+ﬂgS Emberizaleu ephala, a
S?ee+€SAtheﬁ4ﬁed not beon—previ usty rded in Ma{ifr eeeu#{ed anaa#emn %982— #he

£ M Lokk-—B Thebird was—guite—+

Marsa b ay~ Y

When iH—was—approached—closety—i+
tooked Like-an FOFOWR Dunlin alpin r94w+ﬁ4e%4a%amage45ﬁé r—fght Hwas—remini-
< , was—shot-on—the—Ffotlowingmorning

MARSH HARRIERS ROOSTING IN TREES.

The Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus, like other Circus spp., always spends the night
on the ground, often roosting communally. (Cramp,S. & Simmons, K.E.L. (eds) (1979) The
Birds of fthe Western Palearctic Vol. 1),
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While watching migrating birds of prey on the afternoon of the 27th September 1981 the
wind (force 3-4) veered from south east to south west. The general prevailing conditions
that day were misty with low clouds. A total of 29 Marsh Harriers was observed on the move
after 1730 hrs.

At 1800 hrs an adult male, out of a flock of ten, circled down above the wood and when
a few metres away flapped fo an Aleppo Pine where it setiled to roost. The rest of the
flock moved away, probably due to disturbance from gun-shots in other parts of the Buskett
area. About ten minutes later another 9 Marsh Harriers appeared and another individual
descended in & similar manner as the previous bird to roost in a different Aleppo Pins
grove. The other birds kept circling above the grove but were not always visible due to the
poor light conditions. Whether or not the rest of the flock descended to roost in the
trees could not be ascertained.

Saviour Balzan & Natalino Fenech

S.B. - Villa Strakham, Scythe St., Misrah Kola, Attard, Malta.
N,F. - 35, Main St., Attard, Malta.

Whi-d —atsea—wlth-somefishermen—on7+h-Mareh 1981 we—caught—a targe6reat—Spo
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Shearwaters were flying towards th r from vy-direction, I i urpristng how guick—
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Alfred—Vassalle
2. - Freder,—Gi ppina—Curmi—5t; Zejtun;,Malttas
E¢. Note : A fishermant tnformed—us—that—both—theCory's—Shearwater; aswell as—the
Manx-Shearwater Puffinus puffinu regitarty—teke—fistoffat;

White—bird-watehing irSteity—at theGerzirri Messina)—on—the—7+h May, 196%; at the
Simeto—and—on—the—outskirts—of Catanle—on—theSthMay; 1983, H—was noted tnat thepetrot
& f—the—Fan—tatted Warbler Cisticolajuncidis—were—uch—more—frequent—and—of o tower
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