
FaLLs of nocturnal migrants are frequently recorded duri overcast condition~ 1 
if such conditions are led by rain (Richardson ). Such conditions are 

sent converaence en the slands in extreme cases, such as occurred in late 5 
(Sultana and Gauci i969, Rushforth 1970l. The weLL Lit islands are visible from a con

siderable distance at night and must appear qulte attractive to migrants ln difficulty 
\Thake in press). ln tne case of smal~ falls, such as the one reported here, the higher 
numbers ~av s be due to a greater proportion of the birds flying overhead being induc-
ed to interrupt ir flight. 

The data for the Turtle Dove a somewhat different piciure. The numbers si9hted 
on tne 7th and 8th were h gher than usual. The birds were however noted on migra-

in fLocks which a inite headlnq between south east and south west. The birds 
on islands over the o~riod in auestion. Such an event would have re-

. from the west and not principally from 
as was observed. ior is that migration on these days was 

more to Leadin9 Line effects, resulting in greater concentrations thar usual. This 
could to slight disorientation or to a relucTance to Leave the islands, as has been 

ted elsewhere in relation to Honey Buzzard miaration CThake 1981). Another interpre-
is that the observed meteorological conditions induced high flying birds to fly 

lower where they could be sighied more readily. Birds often show reluctance to fly through 
cloud and the Turtle Doves may have beer forced to fly below the cloud Layer at he1 
wnere they could be seen more readily. Both interpretations are tenable on the avai 
data. 

While there can be Li+tle doubt that miqration conditions were unfavourable over the 
iod in oues+1on, it ls by no means clear 1-vhich environmental variables were bei reac-
to. Th~s wl!ids at Low Levels were tail winds over the Italian peninsu ile 

cross winds prevailed ove1- Malta and !v1e.dlterranean. Birds might thus have re-
acted to the in wind direction by interrupting their flight. This interpretation is 
not applicable to Turtle Doves, most of which did not attempt to roost. Upper winds 
were cross winds with a souiherly componeni for most of rhe period in !or: and over a 
Larqe area of the central Mediterranean and the \tall an oeninsula, are unlikely tc have 
caused the falls. The extensive Layers of cloud mi9h have resulted in sli dlsorienta-
tic)n of the nocturnal with some birds opting o stop over in the is 
the birds miqh7 have to tne presence of extens ve areas of rainfall by lnterrupt ng 
their fliqnt. 

fkferences 

1978. Timinq and amount of bird miaratlo:F in reLation +o weather: a review. 
224-272. . " 

RICHARD SON,\'. J. 
Oikos 30 

1970. Aspects of the September 1969 fall of migrants in Malta. Il-Merill 

G,AJiCI ,C. 1969~ :=:xcep~·ionel falls (23-26/9). M.O.s. Quart. Bull 2(3) : 9-;o. 
in press. Luci artificiali e cambiamenti di frequenza di ucceLli migrator! a 

ta. Riv. I~al. Ornit. 
THAKE,M.A. 1981. Autumn miqration of the Honey Buzzard through Malta in relation to 

weather. Il-Merill 21 : 13-17. 

20 

Short Notes 

CATCHING PREY IN A 'FLYCATCHER MANNEf{' • 

The manner in which Ficedula and Muscicapa spp. and so~e Phylloscopus spp. catch their 
in~ect prey in the air is weLL documented in various works. Other species, however, though 
having a totally different feeding behaviour, are sometimes observed to resort to this 
'flycatcher method' when provided with the occasion. It is not uncommon to observe Star
lings Sturnus vulgaris and Spanish Sparrows Passer hispaniolensis catching winged ants in 
the air during the latier 1 s 1 swarming fLight 1 which frequently takes place after the rain. 
These ants are spotted flyi up in the air by the birds which stay on the look-out 
aerials, telegraph poles other vantage posts. The Spanish Sparrow has also been 
,gd by the authors chasing Cicada orni in fl lght when this Large insect is disturbed 
its 'shrill whistling~ post. ln many cases, however, it has been noted that the 
Sparrow fails in its attempt, which js almost hilarious to observe, to catch the 
which swerves madly about flying erratically. The BLue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius, 
which mainly picks its prey from the ground, may also be observed making sorties .after 
flying insects 1vhich it watches from its rocky perch. 

The \Voodchat Shrike Lanius senator usuaLLy flies down from its vantage look-out post 
i-o ick its orey below on the c:Jround. However it has also been observed to caTch 

in the. air. One was noted doing this coni inuously on 5th May 1979 at Ramla 
male Sardinian V~arbler Sylvia melanocepllala was observed for nearly half an hour 
same thing ct Lunzjaia on 9th February 1980. Mosquitoes and flies abu 
l-he Sardinian \t¥arbler, in a Ficedula llypoleuca manner was Leaving its post on 
the Lowest branch of an almonG tree to pick the flying insects. 

A Roller Coracias garrulus was aLso seen catching flyi 
from its perch on the top of a Carob iree at F"iddien on 1st 
this for nearly fifteen minutes untiL it was disturbed CG. 

insects which it sootted 
1980. It was observed doing 

pers. co~m.). 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 

INSTANCES OF BIRDS RE-LAYHIG HI SAHC NEST COIHAUIING INFERTILE EGGS. 

Durlna a searc~ for Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola nests at Fiddien on 10th 
,_,une 1980; a female was flushed from a nest containi The nest was next in-
spected on 16th June when the female was n i June the nest was found 
unattended ana the four were cold. ! was presumed have been deserte 
as a result of the eggs ng infertiLe. On 28th June 1 while ringing a brood 

female was seen leaving the presumed deserted nest. On inspection it was found 
All were identical in colour- bluish-white speckled with oren.cP·-reoo 

zone at the Larger end. On 1st July the nest contained eight eggs 
were aaain beinq incubated by the female. On subsequent visits on 8th and 10th July the 
female was found incubating the eight eggs on both occasions. On the next visit on 16th 
July, only broken were found (the exact number could not be determined); all appeared 
to be infertile. nest itself had not been disturbed. 

In June 1977 an unmated female Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa stia~a sitting on four 
at a site at Buskett laid at Least two more eggs in the same nest after incubating 

orl nal clutch of infertile eggs for at least twenty days {Sultana & Gauci - Il-"" 
Mer ill 24). 

ln spring 1980, of three eggs in a Spectacled Warbler's Sylvia conspicillata nest at 
Ghadira only one hatched. On 19th April the nest contained two eggs and a pullus about 
four days old. Seven days later the fledgling had disappeared and the nest contained three 
eggs- the fresh egg being slightly larger than the other two, one of which had been 
pushed on to the rim of the nest. The nest was subsequently deserted. 

A similar possible case of a Spectacled Warbler's nest which contained eight eggs has 
been recorded by J. Mtard Montalto (Il-Merill 20:25). 

Though such cases are obviously exceptional, care has to be taken fn recording clutch 
size when an unusual numoer of eggs is found in a nest. 

Charles Gauci & Joe Sultana 
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