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INSTANCES OF BIRDS RE-LAYING IN SAME NLST CONTAIMING INFERTILE EGGS.

During a search for Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis nests at Fiddien on 10th
June 1980, a female was flushed from a nest containing four eggs. The nest was next in-
spected on 16th June when the female was again incubating. On 23rd June the nest was found
unattended and the four eggs were cold. |1 was presumed to have been desertied, probably
as a result of the eggs being infertile. On 28th June, while ringing a brood in a nearby
nest, a female was seen leaving the presumed deserted nest. On inspection it was found to
contain seven eggs. ALl were identical in colour - bluish-white speckled with orange-red
forming a Light zone at the larger end. On 1st July the nest contained eight egas which
were again being incubated by the female. On subsequent visits on 8th and 10th July the
female was found incubating the eight eggs on both occasions. On the next visit on 16th
July, only broken eggs were found (the exact number could not be determined); atl appeared
to be infertite. The nest itself had not been disturbed.

tn June 1977 an unmated female Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa stiata sitting on four
eggs at a site at Buskett laid at least two more eggs in the same nest after incubating
the original clutch of infertile eggs for at least twenty days (Sultana & Gauci - Il-*
Merill 20:24).

In spring 1980, of three eggs in a Spectacled Warbler's Sylvia conspicillata nest at
Ghadira only one hatched. On 19th April the nest confained two eggs and a pullus about
four days old. Seven days later the fledgling had disappeared and the nest contained three
eggs - the fresh egg being slightly larger than the other two, one of which had been
pushed on to the rim of the nest. The nest was subsequently. deserted.

A similar possible case of a Spectacled Warbler's nest which contained eight eggs has
been recorded by J. Attard Montalto (Il-Merill 20:25).

Though such cases are obviously exceptional, care has to be taken in recording clutch
size when an unusual number of eggs is found in a nest.
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