up o 43, between
wWere nofed fytnrg

LOMG-EARED OWL ENTANGLED IN ROUGH BRISTLE-GRASS.

On 111h September 1979 a Long-eared owl Asio otus was found dead with open wings well
enfangled in a thick clump of Rough Bristle-arass Setaria verticillata growing by the side
of an irrigated field at Lunzjata, Gozo. It had been dead for a day or two and was held
firmly by the plant whose numerous panicles, which have many barbed awns,were stuck all
over its body and wings. On examining the specimen no sign of gunshot wounds or any other
wounds were noted. It is probable that the bird tried to catch some prey which was moving
amongst this grass. A few years ago the authors had been informed by a farmer that a Barn
Owl Tyto alba had been found dead in similar circumstances at Ranla Valley.

It may be of interest to mention another instance where a female Sardinian Warbler
Sylvia melanocephala was found hanging by its right wing at Lunzjata on 6th October 1979.
Its longest primaries were thickly covered by cobweb and were twisted round a leaf of
Phragmites communis growing amongst a clump of Rubus ulmifolius.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci
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