
Systematic list for 1977 8, 1978 
compiled by 

RICHARD CACHIA ZAI1MIT & JOHN ATTARD 110NTALTO 

,A..s usual the ic List for the two*·year 
fiel•j notes su~mitted by variou contributors. The 
same 3S in recent years. '01hi Le he autumn mlora·flon of 
watching remained a much neglec ed field, no-doubt d~e 
oarT of the world. 

iod under review was cornpi Led from 
of coveraqe remained much the 

rapl"ors was ~gain welL covered, sea­
to the paucity of sea-birds in this 

Contributors to the following ic list were : J. Attard 
i, D. Bur lev. J. Ba.iada. S. M.A.S. 

R. a Lammi 
~/. V. Gauc i } 

l i a, C:. Cu rm i , J. Cu rm i , 
8.K. German, J. Grech, J. Gr 

~~. :Vlangion, 
ith, R. Testa, 

f~orton, J. W. J. Ra i ncock/0. 
~. Thake, D. Thomas, .P. Thompson, A. 

ln the systemat1c l!st, the years 1977 and 
each species. When there were no sightlnqs of 
is oMi~~ed. ALL species have been included ex 
~here were no records of birds of purely wild 

1_iTTLE GRE8E Tachybaptus ruficollis Blon9un Zqflir 
1977 1 at St. Paul's Bay on 27 ~ov. 

CJRE.A,T CR~STED GREBE Podiceps cristatus 8 Lonqun Pr l m 
1977 : : at i l-'lenqa on 22 llec. 

ies In one 
the Hock Dove 

1978 1 at 1 ~sida on 25-31 Oct and si:1gles on 4th, 11th and 12 Dec. 

Montalto, H.E. Axell, 
J. Borg, D. Cachia 

Fenech, R. Galea, 
R. Ingram, E. 

l tana, D. 
lo ano R. Vella. 

SLACK-r~ECK~[) GREBE Podiceps nigricollis BLonOun Sekond 
1977 Sinqles at Ta' Xbiex on 5 Auo; at Salina on 28 Sep z.nd at SL iema 16 nee. 1 at 

Pie~a and 2 at Renq~isa ?~. on 17 Dec. 
:973 Sin:=jles at ~-~anoeL isle orr 9 Seo, at \1sida on 13-17 Oct and at Sliema on 11 Nov. 
coqy' 5 SHEAR.\Vi\TER Calonec-cris diomedea (: i fa 
1977 First seen on 7 ~1ar whe~ 60+ off G~a n Damma. 8reedinq in usual colonies. 
1973 First seen on 7 1'13r with Lasi siqhti q on 29 '\uq. Breedinq as usuaL, 

t/ANX SHEAR'NATt:R Puffinus puffinus Garn i 
1977 2 off SaAar on 13 Aor was the only offshore sighting. Bred as usuaL. 

Fullv qrown young ST L in burrows on 7 Jul. 
1973 Sreedlno coLo~ies first visltea on 7 Mar when ashore in good numbers. A few birds 

still unfled~ed on I July. 

ST0Pt,1 PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus Ka11(:u ta' F l L f La 
1977 Ca. 5,000 were ashore on Filfla on-the nfqht of 18-19 Jun. 
1978 : A freshly dead bird and one call in a cave at GAar have 

been recently fledqed birds from Lfla where they bred n usual 

Sula GAGJNET Sula bassana 
1977 2 on 6th and 

on 11 
on 18 Jan off L-ARrax, singles at ~arfa on 3rd and at St. Paul's 
and at GRadira on 3 Dec 

1978 : 1-2 on 5 from 4 Jan to 21 Feb. 

CORrJ.ORANT !?halacrocorax carbo ~~arqu 

1977 1 on 3 Apr. On 2 each in 6c , ~ov and Dec; all sinqles except 2 on 21 Oct. 
1978: 1 at t·1arsalforn in 2·at Del mara on 23 Oct and sin9Les at Sliema on 5 Nov and 

SHAG 
1977 

2 Dec. 

Phalacrocorax aris-to-celis Margun tat-Toppu 
over St. Julian's on 5 Dec. 

BITTERN Eo-taurus stellaris Kappun 
1977 : 1 at ina on iC Apr and I at Buskett on 26 
1978: 1 at on 7 Aor and 1 over ~v'eLllefia on 5 

LiTTLE SITTERN Ixobrychus mir.utus Russett tas-51Qar 
1977 : on 8 days from 20 ;'\pr to 9 ~Jut 6~ at Lunzjata on 21 1 on 1 Jun. In 

on 5 days from 2 Sep to 16 aLL slngLes except for 7 rqenri on first 
date and 2 on 28 Sep. 

26 

1978 : Only 5 sightings of singles- 3 in April, on 11 Sep and on 5 Oct. 

NiGHT HERON Nyc-ticorax nycr.icorax Kwakka 
1977 : 1 on 11 Mar, then on 14 days from 1 Apr to 27 "'ay. Hi !00+ at Gfiajn Tuffiena on 

25 Apr and flocks of 30-dO in various localities on In autumn on !1 davs from 
25 Aug to 14 Oct. Hiqhest 40+ over Melliefia on 4 Oct.) on 12 Nov. 

1978 : 1-7 on 7 days from r7 Mar to 23 Apr, then I on 4 Jun. Heavier passage in autumn when 
up to 45 on 15 days from 23 Aug to 19 Nov. 

SQUACCO HERm< Ardeola ralloides Agrett I sfar 
1977 On 9 days from 3 Apr to 15 ~lay; mostly single 

Gfiadira and 12 at Hal Far. Only 2 in autumn 
i978 Poor year : singles on 5 days from 1 Apr to 6 

CATTLE EGRET Bubulcus ibis Agrett tal-Bhejjem 
1977 : 4 at Gfiajn Tuffiena on 25 Apr. 

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzet:ta Aqrett Abjad 

fiqures 
singles 
May. 

Apr when 11 at 
and 2 Oct. 

1977 In sprlnq on 10 days from 1 .Apr to 13 !'vlay with max of 43 C in 3 flocks) at Comfno on 
17 Apr. 5 autumn records from 9 Aug to 20 Sep with max flock of 19 on 27 Aug. 

1978 Up to 5 on 8 days each in spring and autumn- 1 Apr to 6 May and 23 Aug to 18 Nov. 
GREY HERON Ardea cinerea Russett Gri± 
1977 : 1 on 7 Jan. In spring on 7 days from 27 Mar to 13 then daily from 16th to 22 

Apr; mainly single fiqures but 20+ at MellieRa and at Zejtun on 17 Apr. Last seen 
on 27 Apr. In autumn recorded on 19 dates from 9 Auq to 27 flov; s f i qu res ex-
cepr for 47 at Zejtun on II Sep, 37 at Gfiad ira on 26 Sep and 37 at on 14 Oct. 

1978 : 2 on 24 Feb, then on several days from 10 Mar to 1 ~iay and again from 3 Sep to 7 Oct 
Max flock 

PURPLE HERON Ardea purpurea Russett Anmar 
1977 : On 13 days from 13 Mar to 15 May, with most in Aor. flocks '"ere of 8 on 1st 

and 21 Apr. In autumn on 11 days from 27 Auq to 16 Oct th max of 91 (in 2 flocks) 
over Buskett on 27 Sep. 1 on 19 Nov. 

1978 Spring passage from 15 Mar to 14 f1ay when recorded in flocks of uo to 25 on 16 
dates. In autumn 1-3 birds on 9 days from 9 Seo to 6 Oct. 

Sewda BLACK STORK ciconia nigra Ci 
1978 : Singles over Xweini on ana at ta' Oall on 20 Oct. 

\'JH I TE STORK Ciconia ciconia C i konJa 8ajda 
1978 : 1 was shot at GFiarb 1 n i\pr i L. An un i dent if led stork was seen on 7 Oct. 

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus Velleran 
1977 Singles on 30 Mar and 3 Apr, +hen flock of 52 over Hal Far on 7 11\pr. Only 2 autumn 

records : 1 at Sl lema on 20th and 12 at 8uskett on 26 Sep. 
1978 Only 3 records : singles on 3 Mar, 19 Apr and 2 Oct. 

GREATER FLAMINGO Phoenicopterus ruber nau 
1977 : 3 at Marsaxlokk on 26 Oct and a juv Anchor Bay on 24 Dec. 
!978: 1 at Delimara on 3 Apr, 2 over Salina on 22 Apr and I at l~arsascala on 11 l~ay. 

GREY LAG GOOSE Anser anser 'W i ZZa Gr i Za 
1977 1 (female) shot off Munxar Pt. on 1 Dec. 
1978 1 at Delimara on 1st and 4 at St. Thomas Bay on 2 Dec. 

Unidentified 'grey geese' were seen as follows : 1 over Gozo on 24 Sep, flock of 80+ 
over Melliena on 22 Oct, and 8 over Zejtun on 5 Nov. 

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert tas-Salib 
1977 Singles at Bengnisa on 1st and at Oajjenza on 17 Jan. I at Marsaxlokk on 26 Nov; 

at Selmun on 11th and 10+ on 14 Dec. 
1978 Singleo on 11 Nov, 5th and 12 Dec. Several reported off Marsaxlokk on 11 Dec. 

Anas penelope Silfjun Ewropew I!VIGEON 
i977 
1978 

1 at Marsaxlokk on 29 Nov and 2 at Gfiadira on 3 Dec were the only sightings. 
I on 3 Mar; then 1 on 7th,3 on 10th and 2 on 12 Dec, mainly along south coast. 

TEAL Anas crecca Sarsella 
1977 : 1 at Dingli on 18 Dec was the only record. 
1978: Recorded on 27 Jan, 29Mar and on8days from6Nov to 12Dec. c-1ax flock 100. 

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert 
1977 : 6 large flocks off BengRisa Pt on 30 Nov, then on 4 days from 15th to 29 Dec; sin­

gles except for 10 at Marsaxlokk on 19th. 
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on 12 Dec. 1978 : 1 on 20 JuL and 2 

PINTAIL Anas acuta S i l 
1977 : 1 on 5 f-,11ar anothe:-

flocks ( accomoan ie·d 
in r~ar or 

by Mallards) 
On 6 days from 26 Nov to 16 Dec with 6 
Beng~isa Pt. on 30 Nov and a flock of 15 

Gnadira on 2 
1978 : Marked passaqe on 18-21 ~eb with 3 flocks on 18th and several flocks on 19th off the 

sout'i coast and 600+ off C i rKewwa or. 21st. Max fLock 150+. Singles on 7 Nov and 26 Dec. 

GARGANEY Anas querquedula Sarsella Mamra 
1977 : 10+ at Gfladira on 5 
1978: Ca. 150 passed off rkewwe on 21 Feb, then slri9Les on 6 other days tlll 14 Mar. 

SHOVELER .Ztnas clypeata Palettuna 
1977 Si at Beng~isa on 9 Jan and at GRadira on 25-26 Nov. FLock of 22 over GRadira 

on Dec. 
1973 Several flocks passed off the south coast on 19 Feb, when 1 was seen near FilfLa. 

1 on 7 Nov. 

RED-BREASTED MERGM-~SER Mergus serrator Serra 
1977 1 at Kalafrana on 10 Jan and i at f-,'iarsaxLokk on 30 Nov. 
1978 : 1 at \1arsaxlokk on 16 Dec. 

HDi'JEY BUZZ,~RD Pernis apivorz:.s KuCCarda 
1977 11 days frorr 4 Apr to 9 May; usually 1-4, except on 4-5 when Low 

recorded from various Localltit:r~. in autumn, 4 at Oi on 4 Aug, 
then daily from 9 Sep to 16 Oct. Si le to low double fiqures or: most days 
exceor for 160+ on 17th and 100+ on 26 Sep. autumn reco~ds froffi Buskett. 

;973 : In there were 11 records of 1-3 birds on 10 days from 3 ?.pr to 13 May. From 
Sep in autumn when recorded on 28 days. \~ax 88 over Suskei' i' on 15 Sep. 

WHiT~ -1 A I LED EM3LE Haliaeetus albicilla 
1977 : 1 shot at Xagfljre on 25 Nov. (See 

tad-Denb Abjad 
ilL 19 : i2). 

?.stun iswed RLACK KITE Nilvus migrans 
1977 7 records of si in soring from 26 Mar to May. In aLJtumn sinales on 8th and 31 

frorr 14th to26 mostly -Lt for 13at8u-skett or· 18 Seo. the0 on 7 
1978 on 6 days 27 Mar to 22 Apr. r. autumn -7 on days fro:: 20 Au~ to 22 Sep. 

EGYPT I AN VULTURE 1Veophron percnopterus /wu L tun 
1978 : 1 over Buskett on 24 Sep. Another was 

SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circaetus gallicus 
1977 7 on 30 Sep and 1 on 2 Oc7 over 
1978 : SmaLL passaoe in October : si;-

over Buskett and 1 at !as-Sal i 

MARSH HARP! ER Circus aeruginosus 8uqRada8 M1mar 

! n Oct. 

G~adira on 29 Oct. 
and Wied Blandun on 7th; 2-3 

i977 : On 18 days in spring from 13 rvar to 14 May (mainly Late !V:ar- to mid-A.pr); aLL sl:'lqle 
fiqures for 20+ at Gozo on 24 Mar. ln autumn on 10 days in Sep from 12th and 
on 6 to 20th. ~1ostly low sinc;Le figures e><cept for ca. 30 on 17th and 37 
on 26 on 12 Nov. 

1978 then on 28 days from 5 Mar to 4 May, with a total of 38 sighi'ings. Max 
and 6 Aor. Good autumn passage with records on 22 days from 8 Seo to 

8 Oct. Max 51 on 15 

HEN HARR1 Circus cyaneus Abjad Prim 
1977 Female at ~al Far on 

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus 
1977 : Singles at Ta' Baldu on 19th 
1978 : 2 at Del imara on 15th and 1 at 

~~ONTAGU' S Hf\Rh( I ER Circus pygargus BugR"adam Gr i 2: 

at Birkirkara on 24 Apr. 

1977 6 spring r~cords, all in Apr from 2nd to 2:ith; atL singles except 2 at ftal Far on 
3rd. : at Zejtun on 5-th Oct. 

1978 Singles daily on 23-26 l'.pr. I on 15 Sep. 

'R l NG-TAIL' Hi\RR 1 ERS Circus sp& Bugfiadam 
1977 1-3 on 16 days from 21 f\-1ar to 15 May, with most l01 Apr. 3 on 17th and 1 on 26 Sep. 
1978 : 1-4 on 13 days in spring and on 5 days in autumn. 

28 

SPARROVJHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparv ler 
1977 Singles on 3rd and 21 l'.pr. On 7 days from 23 Sep to 25 Oct, highest 4 at Buskett on 

30 Sep. 
1978 2 on 21 l'.pr and 1 on 23 Sep at Buskett. 1 at Marsaxlokk on 11 Oct. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo KuCCarda Prima 
1977·: 1 at Blrklrkara on 23 l'.pr. In autumn singles at Buskett on 21 Sep and 5 Oct, at Mal 

Far (probably B.b.vulpinus) on 9th and at Girgenti on 15 Oct. Another was seen at a 
taxidermist at the end of October. 

1978 2 on 11 Sep and 1 on 15 Oct at Buskett. 

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE Aquila pomarina 
1978 : 1 over Buskett on 23 Seo. 

Ajkla tat-Tikki 

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraaetus pennatus Ajkla tal-Kalzetti 
1977 : Singles civer Buskett on 17th and 26 Sep. 

Pandion haliaetus Arpa o~,PREY 

1977 3 si lnqs on 3rd and 1 on 21 Aor 10+ were reported shot at ~urrieq on 4 May. 7 

1978 

LESSER 
1977 

1978 

of sinales on 6 from 4 Sep To 10 Oct. 
Singles at Mar~axlokk on Mar, a Mellie~a on 6th and at 
autumn singles at Buskett/Salib ta l-Gnolja on 15th, 16th, 
and on 2 Oct; and 1 at Ghar Hasan on 5 

KESTF<.EL Falco naumanni 

on 25 In 
20th and Seo 

Only 1 spri 
from 14 Sep 

In autumn single figures on 15 days 
on LO Ssp. 

1-3 on 8 days from 14 Har to 23 Apr. 
on 12 days from 11 Sep to 23 Oct. 

UnusuaL sight 1 ng or 28 JuLy. 1 n autumn up to 6 

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett 
1977 : 1-3 in various Localities in Jan-Feb. 

most records from late Mar to Late 
sinale floures with ca. 15 on 21 Apr. 
dayS from-3rd 10 28 Sep, the:o daiLy from 

1978 : 
Nov. SingLe to very Low double fi 
Slghti in. every month except ~~ 
from 4 to 16 May with max of 70+ on 
18 days froM 10 Sep to 29 Oct 
Dec. 

RW-FOOED FALCm Falco vespertinus Zumbrel L 

9 

3C 

from 12 Mar to 12 Jun, with 
ng scattered in May. Mostly low 
Jul and 2 Aua. In autumn on 15 
Oct. On 9 da~s from 22 Oct to 22 

in Jan-Feb, then on most days 
on 22 Ju L and 3 Aug, then on 
Sporading sightings tiLL 17 

1977: Passage on 21 Apr when recorded from various Localities, hi 25 at Safl. Then 
1-2 .on 6 days from 22 to 24 Anol·her 7 which were in May were seen at a 
taxidermist. ln autumn on Sep and 5 Oct. 

1978 On 8 days from 6 Apr singles except for 25+ at Buskett on 21 Apr. None 
recorded in autumn. 

MERL l N Falco columbarius ta' Denbu 
1977 : 1 at Valletta on 24 May. ingles at MellieRa on 15th and at TaL-VirtU on 16 Oct. 

Falco subbuteo Seqer taL-~annieqa HOBBY 
1977 : Recorded.on 15 days from 2 Apr to 27 May (most in Late Apr); single fi 

for 10+ on 21 Apr. In autumn recorded on most days from 11 Sep to 16 
Buskett on 26 Sep, otherwise mainly low double or high single figures~ 

1978 23 records on 11 days from 2nd to 29 l'.pr with a max of 22 on 21 Apr at Buskett. Aut­
umn passage from 24 Aug to 23 Oct, with 30 sightings on 22 days. 

ELEONORA'S FALCON Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
1977 : Singles on 17 Apr, 4 May and 15 Jun, then.on autumn 

when recorded on 6 days at Buskett; all singles 
from 17 Sep to 4 Oct 

on 22nd. 
1978 1 on 20th and 3 singles on 21 Apr. Sinqles on 8 

l'.uq to 14 Oct with sightings on 18 days; mainly 
4 other days. 

LANNER Falco biarmicus Bies Rasu Qastnija 
1978 : 1 at Mars ax Lokk on 8 Sep. 

SAKER. Falco cherrug Bies Rasu Bajda 

May, 1st and 9 Jul. Passage from 19 
singles but 4 on 30 Aug and 2-3 on 

1977 51 shot at Marsascala on 8th and at Del imara on 9 Apr. 
1978 : 1 Bafiar i c-CagFiaq on 3 !V\ar. 
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GARGANEY Anas querquedula Sarsella Mamra 
1977 : 10+ at Gfladira on 5 
1978: Ca. 150 passed off rkewwe on 21 Feb, then slri9Les on 6 other days tlll 14 Mar. 

SHOVELER .Ztnas clypeata Palettuna 
1977 Si at Beng~isa on 9 Jan and at GRadira on 25-26 Nov. FLock of 22 over GRadira 

on Dec. 
1973 Several flocks passed off the south coast on 19 Feb, when 1 was seen near FilfLa. 

1 on 7 Nov. 

RED-BREASTED MERGM-~SER Mergus serrator Serra 
1977 1 at Kalafrana on 10 Jan and i at f-,'iarsaxLokk on 30 Nov. 
1978 : 1 at \1arsaxlokk on 16 Dec. 

HDi'JEY BUZZ,~RD Pernis apivorz:.s KuCCarda 
1977 11 days frorr 4 Apr to 9 May; usually 1-4, except on 4-5 when Low 

recorded from various Localltit:r~. in autumn, 4 at Oi on 4 Aug, 
then daily from 9 Sep to 16 Oct. Si le to low double fiqures or: most days 
exceor for 160+ on 17th and 100+ on 26 Sep. autumn reco~ds froffi Buskett. 

;973 : In there were 11 records of 1-3 birds on 10 days from 3 ?.pr to 13 May. From 
Sep in autumn when recorded on 28 days. \~ax 88 over Suskei' i' on 15 Sep. 

WHiT~ -1 A I LED EM3LE Haliaeetus albicilla 
1977 : 1 shot at Xagfljre on 25 Nov. (See 

tad-Denb Abjad 
ilL 19 : i2). 

?.stun iswed RLACK KITE Nilvus migrans 
1977 7 records of si in soring from 26 Mar to May. In aLJtumn sinales on 8th and 31 

frorr 14th to26 mostly -Lt for 13at8u-skett or· 18 Seo. the0 on 7 
1978 on 6 days 27 Mar to 22 Apr. r. autumn -7 on days fro:: 20 Au~ to 22 Sep. 

EGYPT I AN VULTURE 1Veophron percnopterus /wu L tun 
1978 : 1 over Buskett on 24 Sep. Another was 

SHORT-TOED EAGLE Circaetus gallicus 
1977 7 on 30 Sep and 1 on 2 Oc7 over 
1978 : SmaLL passaoe in October : si;-

over Buskett and 1 at !as-Sal i 

MARSH HARP! ER Circus aeruginosus 8uqRada8 M1mar 

! n Oct. 

G~adira on 29 Oct. 
and Wied Blandun on 7th; 2-3 

i977 : On 18 days in spring from 13 rvar to 14 May (mainly Late !V:ar- to mid-A.pr); aLL sl:'lqle 
fiqures for 20+ at Gozo on 24 Mar. ln autumn on 10 days in Sep from 12th and 
on 6 to 20th. ~1ostly low sinc;Le figures e><cept for ca. 30 on 17th and 37 
on 26 on 12 Nov. 

1978 then on 28 days from 5 Mar to 4 May, with a total of 38 sighi'ings. Max 
and 6 Aor. Good autumn passage with records on 22 days from 8 Seo to 

8 Oct. Max 51 on 15 

HEN HARR1 Circus cyaneus Abjad Prim 
1977 Female at ~al Far on 

PALLID HARRIER Circus macrourus 
1977 : Singles at Ta' Baldu on 19th 
1978 : 2 at Del imara on 15th and 1 at 

~~ONTAGU' S Hf\Rh( I ER Circus pygargus BugR"adam Gr i 2: 

at Birkirkara on 24 Apr. 

1977 6 spring r~cords, all in Apr from 2nd to 2:ith; atL singles except 2 at ftal Far on 
3rd. : at Zejtun on 5-th Oct. 

1978 Singles daily on 23-26 l'.pr. I on 15 Sep. 

'R l NG-TAIL' Hi\RR 1 ERS Circus sp& Bugfiadam 
1977 1-3 on 16 days from 21 f\-1ar to 15 May, with most l01 Apr. 3 on 17th and 1 on 26 Sep. 
1978 : 1-4 on 13 days in spring and on 5 days in autumn. 
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SPARROVJHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparv ler 
1977 Singles on 3rd and 21 l'.pr. On 7 days from 23 Sep to 25 Oct, highest 4 at Buskett on 

30 Sep. 
1978 2 on 21 l'.pr and 1 on 23 Sep at Buskett. 1 at Marsaxlokk on 11 Oct. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo KuCCarda Prima 
1977·: 1 at Blrklrkara on 23 l'.pr. In autumn singles at Buskett on 21 Sep and 5 Oct, at Mal 

Far (probably B.b.vulpinus) on 9th and at Girgenti on 15 Oct. Another was seen at a 
taxidermist at the end of October. 

1978 2 on 11 Sep and 1 on 15 Oct at Buskett. 

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE Aquila pomarina 
1978 : 1 over Buskett on 23 Seo. 

Ajkla tat-Tikki 

BOOTED EAGLE Hieraaetus pennatus Ajkla tal-Kalzetti 
1977 : Singles civer Buskett on 17th and 26 Sep. 

Pandion haliaetus Arpa o~,PREY 

1977 3 si lnqs on 3rd and 1 on 21 Aor 10+ were reported shot at ~urrieq on 4 May. 7 

1978 

LESSER 
1977 

1978 

of sinales on 6 from 4 Sep To 10 Oct. 
Singles at Mar~axlokk on Mar, a Mellie~a on 6th and at 
autumn singles at Buskett/Salib ta l-Gnolja on 15th, 16th, 
and on 2 Oct; and 1 at Ghar Hasan on 5 

KESTF<.EL Falco naumanni 

on 25 In 
20th and Seo 

Only 1 spri 
from 14 Sep 

In autumn single figures on 15 days 
on LO Ssp. 

1-3 on 8 days from 14 Har to 23 Apr. 
on 12 days from 11 Sep to 23 Oct. 

UnusuaL sight 1 ng or 28 JuLy. 1 n autumn up to 6 

KESTREL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett 
1977 : 1-3 in various Localities in Jan-Feb. 

most records from late Mar to Late 
sinale floures with ca. 15 on 21 Apr. 
dayS from-3rd 10 28 Sep, the:o daiLy from 

1978 : 
Nov. SingLe to very Low double fi 
Slghti in. every month except ~~ 
from 4 to 16 May with max of 70+ on 
18 days froM 10 Sep to 29 Oct 
Dec. 

RW-FOOED FALCm Falco vespertinus Zumbrel L 

9 

3C 

from 12 Mar to 12 Jun, with 
ng scattered in May. Mostly low 
Jul and 2 Aua. In autumn on 15 
Oct. On 9 da~s from 22 Oct to 22 

in Jan-Feb, then on most days 
on 22 Ju L and 3 Aug, then on 
Sporading sightings tiLL 17 

1977: Passage on 21 Apr when recorded from various Localities, hi 25 at Safl. Then 
1-2 .on 6 days from 22 to 24 Anol·her 7 which were in May were seen at a 
taxidermist. ln autumn on Sep and 5 Oct. 

1978 On 8 days from 6 Apr singles except for 25+ at Buskett on 21 Apr. None 
recorded in autumn. 

MERL l N Falco columbarius ta' Denbu 
1977 : 1 at Valletta on 24 May. ingles at MellieRa on 15th and at TaL-VirtU on 16 Oct. 

Falco subbuteo Seqer taL-~annieqa HOBBY 
1977 : Recorded.on 15 days from 2 Apr to 27 May (most in Late Apr); single fi 

for 10+ on 21 Apr. In autumn recorded on most days from 11 Sep to 16 
Buskett on 26 Sep, otherwise mainly low double or high single figures~ 

1978 23 records on 11 days from 2nd to 29 l'.pr with a max of 22 on 21 Apr at Buskett. Aut­
umn passage from 24 Aug to 23 Oct, with 30 sightings on 22 days. 

ELEONORA'S FALCON Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
1977 : Singles on 17 Apr, 4 May and 15 Jun, then.on autumn 

when recorded on 6 days at Buskett; all singles 
from 17 Sep to 4 Oct 

on 22nd. 
1978 1 on 20th and 3 singles on 21 Apr. Sinqles on 8 

l'.uq to 14 Oct with sightings on 18 days; mainly 
4 other days. 

LANNER Falco biarmicus Bies Rasu Qastnija 
1978 : 1 at Mars ax Lokk on 8 Sep. 

SAKER. Falco cherrug Bies Rasu Bajda 

May, 1st and 9 Jul. Passage from 19 
singles but 4 on 30 Aug and 2-3 on 

1977 51 shot at Marsascala on 8th and at Del imara on 9 Apr. 
1978 : 1 Bafiar i c-CagFiaq on 3 !V\ar. 
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Sies 
ir at Ta 1 CenC- seen on various 
of immatures from various other 

t! LL r·1ay. Also 1 imm. there on 8 May. 
lties Cusually coastal cliffs) through-

out the 
1973 : JsuaL ir bred at Ta 1 CenC where 2 juvs present on 6 Jun. Singles over G~adira on 

11 and 1 May. 

QUA I L Coturnix coturnix Summ fen a 
1977 : 1 on 22 Feo. On 6 scattBred dates from 14 Mar +o 11 Apr,then almost daily from 15th 

to 29 aLways low sin9le fi9ures. Singles~on 8 :v1ay and on 31 ,Jul. In autLmn 1-2 
on 3rd, afld 11 Srilall passaqe on 27 Sep witn ca. 25 in one place, anG sin-

on 1st and 25 
1978 irst seen on 24 Feb, then 14 records of 1-4 ~irds until 30 Apr. 51n~1Les on 29 ·'Aay 

ana 18 nee. 

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus ~allozz tax-Xitwa 
1977 I on 8 Fe'J. 22 f,lav and 4 June wee unusually lare. In 

2~st and 31 Ocr ln 1-lov, and on 6 hand 20 Dec. r,Jost s 
'970 1 o:--~ 28 Jan. aT f'iarsa on 22 Oc ~hen 1-2 on 9 days 

Dec. '~ost recoras from Girgenti. 

--:.poTTED CP/\K!: Porzana porzana GaL lozz tat-Tikk i 
1977 : at 3uskett on ~8 r~ar. Sincles Rabat on lltn and at Girgenti on 16-17 Sep. 
:973: Sinoles on 5th, 9th 1 ~lth and 12 t,~ar. 

Pnrzana parJa ()a l L oz z ? qil i r rT:___c CRAKE 
77 s i birds at SL iema on 29 ~v1ar 1 at Wled 

Girqentl from 2nd to 15 .Apr. 
il-Luq on 8 Sep and at RAbat on 23 Seo. 

7-3 I 

BAILLON 1 S CRAKE Porzana pusilla Gallozz tal-Faxxi 
19// 1 see'l 2t a rcxirJermist in May. 
1973 at GRaaira on 5-J April. 

CORNCP/I..!<E CEex crex Gal Lozz l~Amar 
seen ar a idcrmist In fvlay and 1 3t 1·1arsa on 24 Sep. 

'978 

1977 

1Q78 

~arsaxlokk o~ 

Gallinula chloropvs 
13th, 23rd 
\·:ar to 21 

In aurumn 1-2 on 16 
Nov and sinqLes on 17 
Uo to 4 rec0rderl on 22 
18 --;ov. 

lLoz; ls\ved 
aGG 2d Jan at Lunzjata and on 

s:noLes Marsa on 
+o 2Cl Oct, bid 
2h Dec. 

days from 11 Jan ,-o 27 'v~ay. 

M~~~~ I CAl\ PURPLE ~31\LL I N~LE Porphyrula martinica 

Feb ct i. 1 :) rr'~coro:; of 
,'3-16th an,j at Gi roen+ ion 11 Jun. 

BT at rgenti on 16 Sep. 3 on 6 

then 1-2 on days from 8 Oct to 

~9 1 shot at Salina ;n autumn could have jeen an escaped bird (see ll-Merill 19:14-15). 

COOT Fulica atra Tigieqa taL-BaRar 
1977 Singles CJt r;naoira on 12th and at St. Thomas 2.ay on 20 t'-Jov. 1 found dead on road on 

26 

Crus grus CJrawwa 
19/7 G~ajn TuffieRa on 3 Mar. 

on 11 Jec. 
at ~ejtun on 4 Nov, 3 at GRadira o~ 3rd 2nd 1 at 

197~ over ~'lel L leila o;; 22 Feb and over Buskett on 25 Nov. 

LiTTLE g:JSTAF~D Tetrax tetrax Pi tarra 
1978 1 ~ale at DeLimara on 23 Mar. 

OYS:CRC,t;TCHEC::. Haematopus ostralegus Gallina tal-Ba~ar 
~977 1 at :~3rsascala on 27 5 at 
1978 Singles at Marsalfor~ on 

dU\CK-',tii10GED STILT Himantopus hima.ntopus 
1977 i -2 on 3 days from 23rd to 30 ~A 

1978 4 at Marsaxlokk on 22 Mar and 2 

AVOCl::.T Recurvirostra avosetta Xifc 
1977 FLock of 26 over (]ficdira on 9 

and 3 at Ta 1 Xbiex on 5 Aug. 
on 9 Seo. 

and 3 on I May. 

1978 : Singles at Gfiadira on 21 Apr Jul, and at Harsa on 13 Sep .. 

STO\lE ClF~LEi~ Burhinus oedicnemus Teller ita 
1978 1 at Tal-~ordan on 24 Mar. 4 at GMallis on 23rd afld 1 at Bubaqra on 28 Oct. 
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CREAM-COLOURED COURSER cursoritls cursor 
1978 : 1 shot in Gozo in A.pril 

Nankina 

PRAT!NCOLE Glareola pratincola PerniCjotta 
1977 : 2 at Ta' Oali on 20 Apr and I at Rabat on 1 May. 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER charadrius dubius Monakella 
1977 : Single figures on most days from 12 Mar to 24 Apr, except for 20+ at SaLina on 10 

Apr. 1-2 on I st, 17th and 18 May. In autumn recorded on 21 days from 3 Jul to 18 
Oct, with most in Jul-Aug. Always low single figures but 9 at Salina on 30 Aug 

1978 : Up to 14 on most days from 10 Mar to 15 May. In autumn up +o 25 on 19 days from 6 
Aug to 2 Oct. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula Monakella Prima 
1977 1-3 on 5 days from 2 Apr to 17 May. In autumn 1-3 on 23rd, 28th, and 30-31 Aug. Most 

records from Salina and Gnadira. 
1978 7 records from 18 Apr to 13 May. 1 on 21 Aug. 

KENT! SH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus ~1onakel La Saqajha Suwed 
1977 7 records, all of single birds ln spring from 2 Apr to 3 May Cmost in early ,A,pr). 

I at Salina on 26 Aua. 
1978 Singles on 3rd and 23 Apr, 13 Jul and 6-7 Sep. 

GRE,;TER SAND PLOVER Charadrius lescenaultii 
1978 : 1 at Delimara on 17 Jul. 

DOTTEREL Cbaradrius morinellus Birwina 

Birwina tad-De±ert 

1977 1 on 24 ·11ar and 1 on 5 Jul. Singles on 7 days from 4 Sep to 16 Oct and on 20 Nov. 
Passage Cno numbers given) over Gozo on 4 Dec. 

1978 1-2 birds on 9 dates from 27 Aug to 26 Nov. 

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria Pluviera 
1977 : Up to 50 at Aal Far fn Jan-Feb. !n autumn first on 17 Oct, then very few scattered 

records till 29 Nov after which date seen almost dailv till 14 Dec, Sinale to low 
double figures. A few stayed in suitable places till year end. -

1978 Flock of ca. 65 at l'lal Far on 8 Jan and I on 7 Feb. Then recorded on 10 days from 22 
Oct to 9 Dec, with a max of 70+ on II Nov. 

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola Pluviera Pastarda 
1977 4 at Mal Far on 17 May and singLes at Delimara on 17 Aug ana 17 Oct6 
1978 : 1 at Xrobb l-Gfiagin on 21 Aug. 

LAPIN I NG Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
1977 : 10 on 30 Oct and 3 on 20 ~iov, then small passage from 2nd to 18 Dec when seen in 

high single to low double figures on 6 days, but 94 (in 3 flocks) over Gfiadira on 
6th. I on 31 Dec. 

1978 : On 5 days from 8th 
23 Oct, then up to 

SANDERLING Calidris alba 
1977: 1 at Salina on 2 
1978 : Singles at Gnadira 

to 22 Jan with 45 over 11arsa on 16th hiahest. 40+ at Gnallis on 
14 on 5 days from 1st to 9 Dec. ~ 

Pispisella Bajda 
Apr and 30+ over Orejten on 17 Another 10 were seen shot in May. 
on 16 Apr and at Marsaxlokk on Sep. 

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta Tertuxa 
1977 : 1 on 9 Jan. On various days from 23 >1ar to 27 May; mainly single to low double figu­

res, max 25+ on 9 Hay. ln autumn recorded in single flgures from 26 Jul to 4 Sepl 
highest 7- on 28 Aug. Singles on 2nd and 16 Oct and from 2nd to 6 Dec. 

1978 : Up to 20 on most days from 10 1l1ar to 15 May. Singles on 21st and 25 Jul, then 1-5 on 
9 days from 9 Aug to 13 Sep. 

TEMfv11NCK'S STlNT Calidris temminckii Tertuxa GriZ:a 
1977 : 1 on 31 Mar and 1-3 on 3-5 Apr at Gfiadira. Singles at Marsa and Ramla Valley on 9 

May and again at Marsa on 17th. !n autumn singles at Rabat on 5th and at Sal ina on 
15 Aug. 

1978 : Singles at Gfiadira on 24 Mar and 30 Apr. 2 on 20th and I on 23 Aug at Salina. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferriginea Beggazzina iiamra 
1977 1 on 12th, 5 on 18th, and 3 on 20 Apr, and I on 11 May. In autumn singles on 12th, 

26th and 30 1\.ug, 3rd and 11 Sep, Most at Gfiadira and Salina. 
1978 1-5 on 8 days from 10 Apr to 13 May. I on 21 Jul. 

DUNLIN Calidris alpina Beqqazzina tat-Tizz 
1977 3 at Gfiadira on 3rd and-18 Apr. 1-2 on 8th, 14th and 28 Aug and on 1 Oct. 
1978 : Singles at Salina on 16 Aug (found dead) and at Gnadira on 8th and 29 Oct. 
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Sies 
ir at Ta 1 CenC- seen on various 
of immatures from various other 

t! LL r·1ay. Also 1 imm. there on 8 May. 
lties Cusually coastal cliffs) through-
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Girqentl from 2nd to 15 .Apr. 
il-Luq on 8 Sep and at RAbat on 23 Seo. 
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BAILLON 1 S CRAKE Porzana pusilla Gallozz tal-Faxxi 
19// 1 see'l 2t a rcxirJermist in May. 
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1977 : 2 at Ta' Oali on 20 Apr and I at Rabat on 1 May. 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER charadrius dubius Monakella 
1977 : Single figures on most days from 12 Mar to 24 Apr, except for 20+ at SaLina on 10 

Apr. 1-2 on I st, 17th and 18 May. In autumn recorded on 21 days from 3 Jul to 18 
Oct, with most in Jul-Aug. Always low single figures but 9 at Salina on 30 Aug 

1978 : Up to 14 on most days from 10 Mar to 15 May. In autumn up +o 25 on 19 days from 6 
Aug to 2 Oct. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula Monakella Prima 
1977 1-3 on 5 days from 2 Apr to 17 May. In autumn 1-3 on 23rd, 28th, and 30-31 Aug. Most 

records from Salina and Gnadira. 
1978 7 records from 18 Apr to 13 May. 1 on 21 Aug. 

KENT! SH PLOVER Charadrius alexandrinus ~1onakel La Saqajha Suwed 
1977 7 records, all of single birds ln spring from 2 Apr to 3 May Cmost in early ,A,pr). 

I at Salina on 26 Aua. 
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GRE,;TER SAND PLOVER Charadrius lescenaultii 
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DOTTEREL Cbaradrius morinellus Birwina 

Birwina tad-De±ert 

1977 1 on 24 ·11ar and 1 on 5 Jul. Singles on 7 days from 4 Sep to 16 Oct and on 20 Nov. 
Passage Cno numbers given) over Gozo on 4 Dec. 

1978 1-2 birds on 9 dates from 27 Aug to 26 Nov. 
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1977 : Up to 50 at Aal Far fn Jan-Feb. !n autumn first on 17 Oct, then very few scattered 

records till 29 Nov after which date seen almost dailv till 14 Dec, Sinale to low 
double figures. A few stayed in suitable places till year end. -
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1978 : 1 at Xrobb l-Gfiagin on 21 Aug. 
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1977 : 10 on 30 Oct and 3 on 20 ~iov, then small passage from 2nd to 18 Dec when seen in 

high single to low double figures on 6 days, but 94 (in 3 flocks) over Gfiadira on 
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1977 3 at Gfiadira on 3rd and-18 Apr. 1-2 on 8th, 14th and 28 Aug and on 1 Oct. 
1978 : Singles at Salina on 16 Aug (found dead) and at Gnadira on 8th and 29 Oct. 
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BUF::--BREAST::O SANDPIPER Tryngites subruficollis 
1973 : 1 at Mal Far on 2 Oct; 

Philoma:::us pugnax Girwlel 

Girwiel /\merikar. 

C:IJFF 
1977 Recorded almost daily from 12 Mar to 7 Apr, then daily frocn 13th to 23 ,~pr, Mainly 

s 1 nq Le or low daub le 7 i for 60+ on 26th and 70+ on 29 Mar. 1 on 1st and 
2 on 18 In aul-umn 23rd and 27 and on 8th and 17 O.:::t. 1 at 
GF!sdira on Cec. 

1978 On 12 days from 26Febto13May with max of 12on3 Apr. Singleson 17Augand 7 Dec. 

JACK SNiPE Lyrrnocryp-tes rr:inimus C i 
1977 2 at Rabat on 6 h1ov; sinoles at Ghadira on 22-23rc and 1 ct Lunz iata on 28 Dec. 
1978 1~2 on 12 days from 3 Jao to 3 Apr. ' 0 

9~ I PE Gallinago gallinago BekkaCC 
1977 Singles on 3rd a~d 5 Jan, then on 10 from 5 Mar to 25 Apr. Max 4 at Marsa on 23 

~~ar, otherwise 1-2. 1 on 27 May. In 1 on 15-16 SepJ 2 on 14th and 1 on 18 Oct 
then sinqles on 3rd and 12 Nov and on 16 Dsc. 

1978 : frequent from 3 Mar to 7 May with a total of 23 sl9htirJgs. ~~ax 9 on i6 Mar. 
Si on 9 days from 22 net to 19 Nov. 

GR0AT SNIPE Callinago media BekkaCC ta' fv'lejju 
1977 a1 Sat ina on 2 Apr. 
1 978 : S i n~4les on 4 fh and 11 1VIar-, 22nd and 23 Apr. 

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola GaLlina 
1977 Sinqles on 18 Jan and 30 Sep. Then on 14 

fig0res with max of 6+ on 2 ~ov. 51 
Re~ordPC on 8 days from 25 Oct to 26 

on 
from 15 Oct to 21 Nov; always sin9le 

and 23 Dec. 
1978 ; single fiqures, occasionally UD to 10. 

RLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim 
1978 : 1 on 1: then 6 records in lv'rarch : sirJs::rles on 3rd and 10th, 3 on 11tn, 2 on 12th 

and 13 011 h. 1 on 5 Oct. 

R/\R-T/\lLED (lOOII,!JT Lir.1osa 1apponica Girwiel Denbu bl-lstrixxl 
1977 seer at a taxidermist in May 

~JHJ~,~G~::L Nul'lenius phaeopus Gurl in Zofli; 
1977 1 at Gfladira on 20 Apr and at DeLimara on 22 Aug. 

S~ENDER-3! CURLEW Numenius tenuirostris 
o.: 6 Dec. 

Gurl ir' Geddumu i~qiq 
:977 : 1 at ic~Ccmni 

An uniderJtif 'Curlew' was seen ove~ Sliema on 1 Dec 1978. 

SPOTTED ~WSHMIK 
1977 1 at 
1978 : at 

Tr ~nga erytJ1ropus 

on 20 Ap'". 
ra on 23 Apr. 

REDSH/\NK Tringa totanus Pluveroti 

Cuvett 

1~177 Sin9Les o~ 30 fv1ar and on 3rd and 5 ~~pr; 2 on 25 Jul and 3 on 4 Se;:;. 
!978 5 records of 1-2 birds in spring from 10 Ma1· to 29 Apr. In autumn singles oG 8 d3ys 

from i- JuL to 23 Oct. 

MAhZSH SAf\IQP I PEC? Tringa stagnatilis 
1977 : 1 at Salina on 10 Apr. 

CewCewwa Z9f~ ira 

GREEi'~SH/\~Jc; 

1977 : On 5 
Tringa nebularia CewCewwa 

in spring fro~ 10th to 23 Apr, max 10 at s~tina on 10th, otherwise 1-3. 
1 on 

1978 Slnqles on 13 Hay,. 17th a,.w 27 Au~. 

GF\Ett--, 
1977 

SA':DP I PeR 
:~son 11 
oays from 

Tringa ochropus 

from 26 Mar 
to 3 

to 21 ,~p r. S 1 
Sinqles on 26 
birds from 11 

to 12 Nov. Main l v 

on 18th and 25 Jcn. Then 1~3 on 14 

1978 in sorir.g 19 records of 
tnen on 15 days from 23 Jul 

and on 22-23 Oct. 
to 6 1·1av. 51 

singLes 

~IO'JD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pesous taL -Bafiar 
1977 Recorded freauently from 19 Mar to 28 ~lay; 

1 on 21 Jul, then on 6 days from 
SaL ina on 15 otherwise sinale to Low double fl 

1978 : l!p to !0 on 18 days from 1 Apr to 7 May. Flock of 37 in 

COMMO~~ S~NDP i PER Acti tic hypoleucos ina tar-Rokka. 

single fi 
to 1 i 
2 on 

on 26 Jun and 1 Jul, 
up to 30 at Sal ina. 

Aug .. 

1 977 : ?ecorded frequently from 2 Apr to rv~ax of 50+ at Salina on 12 Apr, otherwise 
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single figures. _3 on 12th and 1 on 19 Jun. In autumn recorded almost daily from 8 
JuL to 12 Sep; single to low double figures with max of 30+ at Marsamxett on first 
day. 1 on 2 Oct. 

1978 : 1-2 on 10 days from 28 Mar to 5 May. Commoner in autumn with records of up to 12 on 
several days from 21 Jul to 21 Sep. 

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres l~onakel La Mper jal i 
1977 : 6 at ~al Far on 17 May and I at Marsaxlokk on 6 Jun. 
1978 : Sinoles at Gnadira on 30 Apr and at Bengfiisa Dn 9 Oct. 

POMAR!NE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus Ciefa ta' Denbha 
1978 : 1 offshore on 8 Oct. 
GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua Ciefa Kbira 

A specimen seen at a taxidermist was shot either in Dec 1976 or ln Jan 1977. 
1978 : A ringed bird was recovered 14 km east of Malta on 23 Jul. 
!1.1~D I TERRANE AN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gaww 1 ja Rasha Sewda 
1977 Singles on 1st, 16th and 19 Mar. 9 on 6 Nov, then almost daily n Dec from 2nd. 

Sinole to low double fl hi 50 in Grand Harbour on 18 h. 
1978 Up to 30 on 11 in 13th. Singles on 22 Jul and 2 Nov, 2 on 3rd and 

ca. 27 on 28-29 Most in Grand Harbour. 

ira LlTTLE GULL Larus minutus Gawwija 
1977 Recorded only in December : si 

on 29th and 1 at G~lra on 31st. 
at SL iema on 77h and 16th, ; in Grand Harbour 

1978 1 at ~1sida or. 15 Dec. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibri.ndus Gaw11i ja Rasha Kannel La 
1977 : Double to lo1•: treble fi in harbours in max 450+ at Sliema on 7 Jan. 

Douole figures in to lith, then 1-4 till 1 2 on 24 Oct and 1 on 12 'iov, 
then daily from 25 Nov, numbers flactuating considerably, but mainly double figures~ 
Hiqhest 800+ in Grand Harbour on 11th and 18th Dec. 

1978 ReCorded almost daily in Jan-~J.ar to 30th with 
' Sep, then on most days from 18 Oct onwards,wi 

of 400 on windy 
max of 157 at Marsa on 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus genei Gawwija Geddumha Rqiq 
1978 5 on 12th and 2 on 13 Mar at Marsaxlokk 

AUDOUIN 1 5 GULL Larus audouinii Gawwija Geddumha /\fimar 
1977 : 2 off Munxar Pt. on 10 Oct. 

BLfl,CK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus c;aww i ja ~aharha I swed 

• 1 on 11 
Dec. 

LESSER 
1977 4 ort 18th and 19 Jan; singles on 26 Feb, 8 ~~ar and 21 Apr; 1 on 17 Oct; 2 on 2nd and 

1 on 26 Nov, and 1 on 30 Dec. 
1978 1 on 7 May, 2 on 29 Nov and 1 on 1 Dec. 

HEFm/NG GULL Larus argentatus Gawwija Prima 
1977 : Recorded througnout the year mostly in single figures; double f recorded main-

ly during Dec, with max of 70 in Grand Harbour on 13th. Max breerli 
colonies : 50 a+ Ta' Cent on 15 May, 60 at Wardija Pt. on 28 May, 30+ at Di 
CLiffs on 3 Jul 1 and 160+ at FilfLa on 18 Jun. 

1978: Present all the year round. Peak count ca. 200 on Filflc in June anC JuLy. 

GUI_L -BILLED TmN Gelochelidon nilotica t i r lewwa Geddumha D~xon 
1977 : ! at Marsaxlokk on 10 Apr and I at Sl iema on 6 Dec. 
1978 ; at Macsaxlokk on 21 May. 

CASP! AN TERN Sterna caspia C i r lewwa Prima 
1977 : Ca. 9 at l~arsascala from 19th to 24 Aor. 
1978. 1 at Delimara on 13th and 1 at Marsaxlokk on 28 Sep and 3 at Gnadira on 7 Nov. 

SAND\V I CH Sterna sandvincensis C i r Lewwa tax-Xi twa 
1977 : at rkewwa on 26 Dec. 
1978 : 2 singles on 25 Feb and 1 on 26 fv1ar. Singles on 25th, 29th and 31 Dec. 

CO~IMON TERN sterna hirundo Cirlewwa tal-Banar 
1978 : I at Marsaxlokk on 10 Jul. 

LITTLE TERN Sterna albifrons Cirlewwa Zg~lra 
1977 : 1 off Del imara on 16 Aug. 
1978 : 1 at St. Thomas Bay on 26 Sep. 

BL/\CK TERN Chlidonias niger C i r Lewwa Sewda 
1977 : Recorded only in August: singles at f~arsalforn on 8th and at Gnadira on 10th, ca.IO 

in Grand Harbour on 20th, 21 off l~Anrax Pt. on 28th and 1 at Salina on 31st, 
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BUF::--BREAST::O SANDPIPER Tryngites subruficollis 
1973 : 1 at Mal Far on 2 Oct; 

Philoma:::us pugnax Girwlel 

Girwiel /\merikar. 

C:IJFF 
1977 Recorded almost daily from 12 Mar to 7 Apr, then daily frocn 13th to 23 ,~pr, Mainly 

s 1 nq Le or low daub le 7 i for 60+ on 26th and 70+ on 29 Mar. 1 on 1st and 
2 on 18 In aul-umn 23rd and 27 and on 8th and 17 O.:::t. 1 at 
GF!sdira on Cec. 

1978 On 12 days from 26Febto13May with max of 12on3 Apr. Singleson 17Augand 7 Dec. 

JACK SNiPE Lyrrnocryp-tes rr:inimus C i 
1977 2 at Rabat on 6 h1ov; sinoles at Ghadira on 22-23rc and 1 ct Lunz iata on 28 Dec. 
1978 1~2 on 12 days from 3 Jao to 3 Apr. ' 0 

9~ I PE Gallinago gallinago BekkaCC 
1977 Singles on 3rd a~d 5 Jan, then on 10 from 5 Mar to 25 Apr. Max 4 at Marsa on 23 

~~ar, otherwise 1-2. 1 on 27 May. In 1 on 15-16 SepJ 2 on 14th and 1 on 18 Oct 
then sinqles on 3rd and 12 Nov and on 16 Dsc. 

1978 : frequent from 3 Mar to 7 May with a total of 23 sl9htirJgs. ~~ax 9 on i6 Mar. 
Si on 9 days from 22 net to 19 Nov. 

GR0AT SNIPE Callinago media BekkaCC ta' fv'lejju 
1977 a1 Sat ina on 2 Apr. 
1 978 : S i n~4les on 4 fh and 11 1VIar-, 22nd and 23 Apr. 

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola GaLlina 
1977 Sinqles on 18 Jan and 30 Sep. Then on 14 

fig0res with max of 6+ on 2 ~ov. 51 
Re~ordPC on 8 days from 25 Oct to 26 

on 
from 15 Oct to 21 Nov; always sin9le 

and 23 Dec. 
1978 ; single fiqures, occasionally UD to 10. 

RLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim 
1978 : 1 on 1: then 6 records in lv'rarch : sirJs::rles on 3rd and 10th, 3 on 11tn, 2 on 12th 

and 13 011 h. 1 on 5 Oct. 

R/\R-T/\lLED (lOOII,!JT Lir.1osa 1apponica Girwiel Denbu bl-lstrixxl 
1977 seer at a taxidermist in May 

~JHJ~,~G~::L Nul'lenius phaeopus Gurl in Zofli; 
1977 1 at Gfladira on 20 Apr and at DeLimara on 22 Aug. 

S~ENDER-3! CURLEW Numenius tenuirostris 
o.: 6 Dec. 

Gurl ir' Geddumu i~qiq 
:977 : 1 at ic~Ccmni 

An uniderJtif 'Curlew' was seen ove~ Sliema on 1 Dec 1978. 

SPOTTED ~WSHMIK 
1977 1 at 
1978 : at 

Tr ~nga erytJ1ropus 

on 20 Ap'". 
ra on 23 Apr. 

REDSH/\NK Tringa totanus Pluveroti 

Cuvett 

1~177 Sin9Les o~ 30 fv1ar and on 3rd and 5 ~~pr; 2 on 25 Jul and 3 on 4 Se;:;. 
!978 5 records of 1-2 birds in spring from 10 Ma1· to 29 Apr. In autumn singles oG 8 d3ys 

from i- JuL to 23 Oct. 

MAhZSH SAf\IQP I PEC? Tringa stagnatilis 
1977 : 1 at Salina on 10 Apr. 

CewCewwa Z9f~ ira 

GREEi'~SH/\~Jc; 

1977 : On 5 
Tringa nebularia CewCewwa 

in spring fro~ 10th to 23 Apr, max 10 at s~tina on 10th, otherwise 1-3. 
1 on 

1978 Slnqles on 13 Hay,. 17th a,.w 27 Au~. 

GF\Ett--, 
1977 

SA':DP I PeR 
:~son 11 
oays from 

Tringa ochropus 

from 26 Mar 
to 3 

to 21 ,~p r. S 1 
Sinqles on 26 
birds from 11 

to 12 Nov. Main l v 

on 18th and 25 Jcn. Then 1~3 on 14 

1978 in sorir.g 19 records of 
tnen on 15 days from 23 Jul 

and on 22-23 Oct. 
to 6 1·1av. 51 

singLes 

~IO'JD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pesous taL -Bafiar 
1977 Recorded freauently from 19 Mar to 28 ~lay; 

1 on 21 Jul, then on 6 days from 
SaL ina on 15 otherwise sinale to Low double fl 

1978 : l!p to !0 on 18 days from 1 Apr to 7 May. Flock of 37 in 

COMMO~~ S~NDP i PER Acti tic hypoleucos ina tar-Rokka. 

single fi 
to 1 i 
2 on 

on 26 Jun and 1 Jul, 
up to 30 at Sal ina. 

Aug .. 

1 977 : ?ecorded frequently from 2 Apr to rv~ax of 50+ at Salina on 12 Apr, otherwise 
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single figures. _3 on 12th and 1 on 19 Jun. In autumn recorded almost daily from 8 
JuL to 12 Sep; single to low double figures with max of 30+ at Marsamxett on first 
day. 1 on 2 Oct. 

1978 : 1-2 on 10 days from 28 Mar to 5 May. Commoner in autumn with records of up to 12 on 
several days from 21 Jul to 21 Sep. 

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres l~onakel La Mper jal i 
1977 : 6 at ~al Far on 17 May and I at Marsaxlokk on 6 Jun. 
1978 : Sinoles at Gnadira on 30 Apr and at Bengfiisa Dn 9 Oct. 

POMAR!NE SKUA Stercorarius pomarinus Ciefa ta' Denbha 
1978 : 1 offshore on 8 Oct. 
GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua Ciefa Kbira 

A specimen seen at a taxidermist was shot either in Dec 1976 or ln Jan 1977. 
1978 : A ringed bird was recovered 14 km east of Malta on 23 Jul. 
!1.1~D I TERRANE AN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gaww 1 ja Rasha Sewda 
1977 Singles on 1st, 16th and 19 Mar. 9 on 6 Nov, then almost daily n Dec from 2nd. 

Sinole to low double fl hi 50 in Grand Harbour on 18 h. 
1978 Up to 30 on 11 in 13th. Singles on 22 Jul and 2 Nov, 2 on 3rd and 

ca. 27 on 28-29 Most in Grand Harbour. 

ira LlTTLE GULL Larus minutus Gawwija 
1977 Recorded only in December : si 

on 29th and 1 at G~lra on 31st. 
at SL iema on 77h and 16th, ; in Grand Harbour 

1978 1 at ~1sida or. 15 Dec. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibri.ndus Gaw11i ja Rasha Kannel La 
1977 : Double to lo1•: treble fi in harbours in max 450+ at Sliema on 7 Jan. 

Douole figures in to lith, then 1-4 till 1 2 on 24 Oct and 1 on 12 'iov, 
then daily from 25 Nov, numbers flactuating considerably, but mainly double figures~ 
Hiqhest 800+ in Grand Harbour on 11th and 18th Dec. 

1978 ReCorded almost daily in Jan-~J.ar to 30th with 
' Sep, then on most days from 18 Oct onwards,wi 

of 400 on windy 
max of 157 at Marsa on 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus genei Gawwija Geddumha Rqiq 
1978 5 on 12th and 2 on 13 Mar at Marsaxlokk 

AUDOUIN 1 5 GULL Larus audouinii Gawwija Geddumha /\fimar 
1977 : 2 off Munxar Pt. on 10 Oct. 

BLfl,CK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus c;aww i ja ~aharha I swed 

• 1 on 11 
Dec. 

LESSER 
1977 4 ort 18th and 19 Jan; singles on 26 Feb, 8 ~~ar and 21 Apr; 1 on 17 Oct; 2 on 2nd and 

1 on 26 Nov, and 1 on 30 Dec. 
1978 1 on 7 May, 2 on 29 Nov and 1 on 1 Dec. 

HEFm/NG GULL Larus argentatus Gawwija Prima 
1977 : Recorded througnout the year mostly in single figures; double f recorded main-

ly during Dec, with max of 70 in Grand Harbour on 13th. Max breerli 
colonies : 50 a+ Ta' Cent on 15 May, 60 at Wardija Pt. on 28 May, 30+ at Di 
CLiffs on 3 Jul 1 and 160+ at FilfLa on 18 Jun. 

1978: Present all the year round. Peak count ca. 200 on Filflc in June anC JuLy. 

GUI_L -BILLED TmN Gelochelidon nilotica t i r lewwa Geddumha D~xon 
1977 : ! at Marsaxlokk on 10 Apr and I at Sl iema on 6 Dec. 
1978 ; at Macsaxlokk on 21 May. 

CASP! AN TERN Sterna caspia C i r lewwa Prima 
1977 : Ca. 9 at l~arsascala from 19th to 24 Aor. 
1978. 1 at Delimara on 13th and 1 at Marsaxlokk on 28 Sep and 3 at Gnadira on 7 Nov. 

SAND\V I CH Sterna sandvincensis C i r Lewwa tax-Xi twa 
1977 : at rkewwa on 26 Dec. 
1978 : 2 singles on 25 Feb and 1 on 26 fv1ar. Singles on 25th, 29th and 31 Dec. 

CO~IMON TERN sterna hirundo Cirlewwa tal-Banar 
1978 : I at Marsaxlokk on 10 Jul. 

LITTLE TERN Sterna albifrons Cirlewwa Zg~lra 
1977 : 1 off Del imara on 16 Aug. 
1978 : 1 at St. Thomas Bay on 26 Sep. 

BL/\CK TERN Chlidonias niger C i r Lewwa Sewda 
1977 : Recorded only in August: singles at f~arsalforn on 8th and at Gnadira on 10th, ca.IO 

in Grand Harbour on 20th, 21 off l~Anrax Pt. on 28th and 1 at Salina on 31st, 
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1978 : 2 at Delimara on 6th and 2 at Marsaxlokk on 8 May. 3 off l-Anrax on 7 Aug. 

WH! TE-VJ! NGEO BLACK TE~N Chlidonias leucop"terus C i r Lewwa ta L-GewnaA Abjad 
1977 : I at Marsa on 22 Apr and 2 at Salina and I at Oajjenza on 9 May. 
1978 Singles in Grand Harbour on 1st, 8th and 9 Aug. 

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas Tudun tas-S 1 9ar 
1977 : 1 seen at a taxidermist on 29 Oct. 

'tiOOD P! GE ON Columba palumbus Tudun 
1977 51 at Buskett on 18th and 26 Mar, 

and 13 Nov. 
at Dingli Cliffs on 19 Apr and at Gnadira on 

16 
1978 I at 10ell iena on 14 ~~ar. 

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia Lurtur Gamlema 
1977: In spring no records till 15 Apr but then daily till 10 ~~ay; mainly double to low 

treble figures on most days~ r~.~ax 400+ at Lunzjata or 21 Apr. Treble counts were also 
made on same day in 3 other localities. ~-hen single to very low double figures on 
most from 13th to 31 May, but ca. 140 at ~liz1et on 17th. i-3 recorded on 11 days 
in Jun 28th. In Jul, 1 on 5th and 9th,, and 2 on 17th. In au+ucnn single to low 
double figures almost daily from 23 Aug to 25 Sep, then 1-3 on 8 days from 30 Sep to 
18 Oct. Max 50• on 8 

1978 1 on 28th and 2 on 30 then on rnost 
on 16 Apr. 1-2 on 11 in Jun-Jul. 1 
24 Sep (max 115 on 9th with occasional 

from 6 Apr to 26 ~ay with max of 1500 
on 5 Aug, then on most days from 23 Aug to 
sightings till 22 Oct. 

PAL~ DOVE Streptopelia senegalensis Gamiema ta' l-ilwien 
1977 : Sinqles shot at ~al Far on 13 Mar and near iabbar on 8th and 21 Oct. 

CUCKOO 
1977 

1978 

Cuculus canorus Daqquqa Ka!ila 
Spring passage from 26 Ma" to ":5 'lay with peak on 15-23 Apr when 1-5 
1-2on9otherdays. lnautumnsingLeson30Jul~ i3 6th,26thand28S\ 

from 19 ~~ar to 6 ~~ay with 26 siqhtings, manly of single bi 
on 6 days from 26 Auq to 7 Oct. 

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barba~an~ 
1977 I at XaoAra on 11 Sep was the only s ing. 
1978 Singles in Gozo in July and at \n August. 

SCOPS 0\•ll Otus scops t<okka 

da i L y, otherwise 
and I Oct. 

• In autumn 

1977 : 2 on 17th and i on 28-29 Jan. 5 singLe birds recorded on 4 days from 13th to 22 Apr. 
i at L-Afirax on 10 c..iul was unusual. In autumn 1-5 on 10 days from 17 Sep to 21 Nov. 
1 on 5 Dec. 

1978 Only 4 records in 4 Mar to 10 with a max of 40 in Gozo on 6 Apr. 1 on 
4 Nov, then 1-3 at in Dec at to 16th. 

SHORT-EARED 0\~L Asia flammeus Kokka tax··Xaglir i 
1977 : Si at Raoat on 20 Mar and 7 Apr and at Tas-Salib on 21 Apr. 
1978 : I BaArija on iO Mar. 7 on 27th and 2 on 28 Oct ar ~al Far. 

r~ I GHT JAR Caprimulgus europaeus Buqrajq 
1977 : 1 on lOth, then almosi· daily from 18th to 30 Apr. Always low single figul-es, but ca. 

20 from 5 different Localities on 18th. Then 1-3 on 4 days from 4th to 17 ~ay. I at 
on 1st, 5th and 6 Jun. !n autumn 1-2 on 5 scattered days from 14 Sep to 

1978 : 4 sightings : singles on 13 .~pr, 6 May, 30 Aug and 19 Oct. 

s;·>~! Fi Apus a pus Run dun 
1977 : 7 at Sta. Venera on 15 Feb were very early birds. Almost daily from 26 Mar to 8 Oct. 

Single figures +ill 6 Apr, then double figures, with treble figures recorded occa­
sionally from mid-May tc mid-Aug (max 150+ on 7 Aug). Only low double or sing.le 
figures after mid-Aug. 2 on 22 Oct. 

1978 On most days from 10 Mar to 8 Oc+ with up to 600 on any one day. 

PALLID 
1977 
1978 : 

SW! FT }l.pus pallidus Rundun KanneL l i 
Sinqles at L-Anrax Pt on 6 Jun, at Valletta on 
Singles at Melliena on 29 Apr, at Bubaqra on 2 
on 21 Oct. 

ALPINE SWIFT Apus melba Rundun Zaqqu Gajda 

18 Jul, and at Buskett on 24 Sep. 
JuL, at Buskett on 15 Sep and Bubaqra 

1977: In spring recorded on 7 days from 8th to 23 Apr; 1-2 except for9at'1ellienaon21st. 
2 on 29 f,1ay, 1 or. 19 Jun and 2 on 9 JuL. l n autumn recorded on 7 widely scattered 
days from 10 Aug to 8 Od, highest ca. 19 at Buskett on 22 Sep. On the last date 1-3 
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were recorded from various Localities. 
1978 19 sightings in spring from 18 Mar to 16 r~ay with max of 18 on 29 Mar. I on lOth and 

4 on 24 Jun. In autumn on 6 days at Buskett from 23 Aug to 2 Oct; 5 on first day 
otherwise 1-2. 

LITTLE SWIFT Apus affinis Rundun Zanir 
1977 : I at Sal ina on 23 Apr. ·· 

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis GMasfur ta' San Martin 
1977 : Singles on 11 days frocn 26 Jul to 12 Sep (most in mid-.~ugl, and on 9th and 16 Oct. 
1978 : I found dead on Com i no on 19 Mar. 5 i ght i n?s of 1-4 on 15 days from 3 Aug to 22 )lov. 

BEE-EATER Merops apias~er Oerd in-Nanal 
1977 : Spring passage from 6 Apr to 10 Jun with 15 different sightings on 10 days. '~ost in 

mid-late May. Max 50+ over Salina on 29 May. Only 2 autumn records, both at Buskett: 
I on 11th and flock of 80+ on 17 Sep. 

1978 Passage on 28 Apr with 10+ at Buskett and 20+ at Melliena; 2 on 27 May and 2 Jun. 
2 on 20 Sep. 

ROLLER 
1977 

1978 

Coracias garrulus Farrug 
Only 3 records of single birds at Lunzjata on 21 Apr, at ~tanleb on 5th and at 
Mtarfa on 17 May. 
Singles on 6 days from 15 Apr to I May. 1 on II Sep. 

HOOPOE Upupa epops Daqquqa tat-Toppu 
1977 : Scattered sightings from 25 Feb, then si 

Apr, after which recorded on 8 days, the 
figures almost daily from 22 Mar to 8 
on 17 Hay. !n autumn 1-2 on 13 days 

frocn 16 Aug to 28 
1978 Very frequent from to 28 Apr with a total of 28 records and a max of 50+ in 

Gozo on 6 Apr. Singles on 10 days from 6 Aug to 9 Sep. 
WRYNECK Jynx torquilla Bulebbiet 
1977 : Singles in 3 localities in Jan-Feb but 2 at Rabat on 18 Feb. Spring passage 

Mar to 14 May, with most in Apr. Only si birds recoraed. In autumn 1 
then 1-3 on 13 days in Sep and almost da throughout Oct and to 6 Nov. 
s i i nos t i ll 10 Dec. 

1978 freOuentlv recorded from Jan to 23 ,t\pr and from 16 Seo onwards. Main passages 
Apr and from 16 Sep to 5 Nov. -

HOOPOE LA~\K Alaemon alaudipes Alwetta Bumunqar 
1977 : Singles at San Blass on 30 Aug and at il-Oaws on 2 Dec. 

SHORT-TOED LARK Calandrella brachydac~yla Bilbla 
1977 : First on 9 Mar then freauent with 100+ from 2 localities on 23rd. Daily from 3 

onwards and bred in usual numbers. Slight increase in Aug-Sep due to passage bi 
Last seen on 25 Sep. 

24 

1978: First were 5 on 19 Mar. Bred in usual numbers. Regularly seen ·"ntil20Sep.! on50ct. 

WOODLARK Lullula arborea Cuqlajta 
1978 : Singles at Del imar·a on 23 Oct and 6 Nov. 
SKYLARK Alauda arvensis Alwetta 
1977 Few wintering birds present; Low double figures recorded only from Gozo (n;ax 30+ at 

Sarraflu on 12 Feb). Very slight evidence of return passage in Mar with ca. 20 at 
~~ell ieAa on 27th. 1-3 till 16 Apr. In autumn daily from 30 Seo with a peak from 13 
Oct to 6 Nov. Highest on 5 Nov with a continuous passaqe of flocks of up to 50 each. 
Single to very low double figures, cnax 15, till year end. 

1978 Frequent in Jan-Mar with few until 23 Apr. Max 20 on 14 Jan. Again re~ular from 9 
Oct onwards with a peak in mid-Oct to mid-Nov. Medium double figures on most days. 

SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia Mawwiefa tax-Xtut 
1977 First on 26 Mar then almost daily with peaks on 21 Apr (1500 from 5 localities) and 

on 9 May ( 1000+ at Salina). Treble figures recorded till I Jun, then double to sin­
gle figures till 6 Jun. I on 22 Jul. In autumn 1-3 on 4 days in Aug from 17th, and 
almost daily from 2 Sep to 16 Oct. Highest 200+ at Salina on 9 Oct, otherwise mainLy 
single figures. I at Lunzjata on 2 Dec. 

1978 On most days from 9 Mar to 28 May with max of 900+ on 29 Apr. Smaller numbers 
autumn from 20 Aug to 11 Nov, with most in Sep. Max 100+ on 17 Sep. 

CRAG MARTIN Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
1978 : 1 at Del imara on 6 Nov. 

SWf\LLOW Hirundo rustica 19uttafa 

~awwiefa tal-Blat 

1977 : 1 at Ramla Valley on 16-23 Jan and 4 on 27 Feb. Spring passage first on 19 Mar, then 
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1978 : 2 at Delimara on 6th and 2 at Marsaxlokk on 8 May. 3 off l-Anrax on 7 Aug. 

WH! TE-VJ! NGEO BLACK TE~N Chlidonias leucop"terus C i r Lewwa ta L-GewnaA Abjad 
1977 : I at Marsa on 22 Apr and 2 at Salina and I at Oajjenza on 9 May. 
1978 Singles in Grand Harbour on 1st, 8th and 9 Aug. 

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas Tudun tas-S 1 9ar 
1977 : 1 seen at a taxidermist on 29 Oct. 

'tiOOD P! GE ON Columba palumbus Tudun 
1977 51 at Buskett on 18th and 26 Mar, 

and 13 Nov. 
at Dingli Cliffs on 19 Apr and at Gnadira on 

16 
1978 I at 10ell iena on 14 ~~ar. 

TURTLE DOVE Streptopelia Lurtur Gamlema 
1977: In spring no records till 15 Apr but then daily till 10 ~~ay; mainly double to low 

treble figures on most days~ r~.~ax 400+ at Lunzjata or 21 Apr. Treble counts were also 
made on same day in 3 other localities. ~-hen single to very low double figures on 
most from 13th to 31 May, but ca. 140 at ~liz1et on 17th. i-3 recorded on 11 days 
in Jun 28th. In Jul, 1 on 5th and 9th,, and 2 on 17th. In au+ucnn single to low 
double figures almost daily from 23 Aug to 25 Sep, then 1-3 on 8 days from 30 Sep to 
18 Oct. Max 50• on 8 

1978 1 on 28th and 2 on 30 then on rnost 
on 16 Apr. 1-2 on 11 in Jun-Jul. 1 
24 Sep (max 115 on 9th with occasional 

from 6 Apr to 26 ~ay with max of 1500 
on 5 Aug, then on most days from 23 Aug to 
sightings till 22 Oct. 

PAL~ DOVE Streptopelia senegalensis Gamiema ta' l-ilwien 
1977 : Sinqles shot at ~al Far on 13 Mar and near iabbar on 8th and 21 Oct. 

CUCKOO 
1977 

1978 

Cuculus canorus Daqquqa Ka!ila 
Spring passage from 26 Ma" to ":5 'lay with peak on 15-23 Apr when 1-5 
1-2on9otherdays. lnautumnsingLeson30Jul~ i3 6th,26thand28S\ 

from 19 ~~ar to 6 ~~ay with 26 siqhtings, manly of single bi 
on 6 days from 26 Auq to 7 Oct. 

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barba~an~ 
1977 I at XaoAra on 11 Sep was the only s ing. 
1978 Singles in Gozo in July and at \n August. 

SCOPS 0\•ll Otus scops t<okka 

da i L y, otherwise 
and I Oct. 

• In autumn 

1977 : 2 on 17th and i on 28-29 Jan. 5 singLe birds recorded on 4 days from 13th to 22 Apr. 
i at L-Afirax on 10 c..iul was unusual. In autumn 1-5 on 10 days from 17 Sep to 21 Nov. 
1 on 5 Dec. 

1978 Only 4 records in 4 Mar to 10 with a max of 40 in Gozo on 6 Apr. 1 on 
4 Nov, then 1-3 at in Dec at to 16th. 

SHORT-EARED 0\~L Asia flammeus Kokka tax··Xaglir i 
1977 : Si at Raoat on 20 Mar and 7 Apr and at Tas-Salib on 21 Apr. 
1978 : I BaArija on iO Mar. 7 on 27th and 2 on 28 Oct ar ~al Far. 

r~ I GHT JAR Caprimulgus europaeus Buqrajq 
1977 : 1 on lOth, then almosi· daily from 18th to 30 Apr. Always low single figul-es, but ca. 

20 from 5 different Localities on 18th. Then 1-3 on 4 days from 4th to 17 ~ay. I at 
on 1st, 5th and 6 Jun. !n autumn 1-2 on 5 scattered days from 14 Sep to 

1978 : 4 sightings : singles on 13 .~pr, 6 May, 30 Aug and 19 Oct. 

s;·>~! Fi Apus a pus Run dun 
1977 : 7 at Sta. Venera on 15 Feb were very early birds. Almost daily from 26 Mar to 8 Oct. 

Single figures +ill 6 Apr, then double figures, with treble figures recorded occa­
sionally from mid-May tc mid-Aug (max 150+ on 7 Aug). Only low double or sing.le 
figures after mid-Aug. 2 on 22 Oct. 

1978 On most days from 10 Mar to 8 Oc+ with up to 600 on any one day. 

PALLID 
1977 
1978 : 

SW! FT }l.pus pallidus Rundun KanneL l i 
Sinqles at L-Anrax Pt on 6 Jun, at Valletta on 
Singles at Melliena on 29 Apr, at Bubaqra on 2 
on 21 Oct. 

ALPINE SWIFT Apus melba Rundun Zaqqu Gajda 

18 Jul, and at Buskett on 24 Sep. 
JuL, at Buskett on 15 Sep and Bubaqra 

1977: In spring recorded on 7 days from 8th to 23 Apr; 1-2 except for9at'1ellienaon21st. 
2 on 29 f,1ay, 1 or. 19 Jun and 2 on 9 JuL. l n autumn recorded on 7 widely scattered 
days from 10 Aug to 8 Od, highest ca. 19 at Buskett on 22 Sep. On the last date 1-3 
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were recorded from various Localities. 
1978 19 sightings in spring from 18 Mar to 16 r~ay with max of 18 on 29 Mar. I on lOth and 

4 on 24 Jun. In autumn on 6 days at Buskett from 23 Aug to 2 Oct; 5 on first day 
otherwise 1-2. 

LITTLE SWIFT Apus affinis Rundun Zanir 
1977 : I at Sal ina on 23 Apr. ·· 
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1977 : Singles on 11 days frocn 26 Jul to 12 Sep (most in mid-.~ugl, and on 9th and 16 Oct. 
1978 : I found dead on Com i no on 19 Mar. 5 i ght i n?s of 1-4 on 15 days from 3 Aug to 22 )lov. 
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2 on 20 Sep. 

ROLLER 
1977 

1978 
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Apr, after which recorded on 8 days, the 
figures almost daily from 22 Mar to 8 
on 17 Hay. !n autumn 1-2 on 13 days 

frocn 16 Aug to 28 
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onwards and bred in usual numbers. Slight increase in Aug-Sep due to passage bi 
Last seen on 25 Sep. 

24 

1978: First were 5 on 19 Mar. Bred in usual numbers. Regularly seen ·"ntil20Sep.! on50ct. 
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Sarraflu on 12 Feb). Very slight evidence of return passage in Mar with ca. 20 at 
~~ell ieAa on 27th. 1-3 till 16 Apr. In autumn daily from 30 Seo with a peak from 13 
Oct to 6 Nov. Highest on 5 Nov with a continuous passaqe of flocks of up to 50 each. 
Single to very low double figures, cnax 15, till year end. 
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SAND MARTIN Riparia riparia Mawwiefa tax-Xtut 
1977 First on 26 Mar then almost daily with peaks on 21 Apr (1500 from 5 localities) and 

on 9 May ( 1000+ at Salina). Treble figures recorded till I Jun, then double to sin­
gle figures till 6 Jun. I on 22 Jul. In autumn 1-3 on 4 days in Aug from 17th, and 
almost daily from 2 Sep to 16 Oct. Highest 200+ at Salina on 9 Oct, otherwise mainLy 
single figures. I at Lunzjata on 2 Dec. 

1978 On most days from 9 Mar to 28 May with max of 900+ on 29 Apr. Smaller numbers 
autumn from 20 Aug to 11 Nov, with most in Sep. Max 100+ on 17 Sep. 

CRAG MARTIN Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
1978 : 1 at Del imara on 6 Nov. 

SWf\LLOW Hirundo rustica 19uttafa 

~awwiefa tal-Blat 

1977 : 1 at Ramla Valley on 16-23 Jan and 4 on 27 Feb. Spring passage first on 19 Mar, then 
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tiLL 9 ~--lay, then double fi daily fro~ 2S Mar to 15 Jun. Treble f 
till ea~ Jun. Max 800+ at Xaahra on 
in autumn on 3 days from 23 to 28 
treble figures from 1: Sep TO 22 Oct. 

on 18th and 26 Jun and 9 Jul. 
f rorr. 31 to 25 w i i h 

other -tiLL 21 Nov. 
on 13 • Up to 1 on 11 

1978 10 on I then daily from 6 ~a~ to 27 Several passages, with up to 
. Singles on 3rd 
Ler numoers than 

on a few oays. 

and 1 Jun and.~ Ju , then almost daily fr-om 
in spring : usually hi9h double figures with 

R!J1-miMPED S\"ALL0'0! Hirundo daurica na tal-Muttaf 
1977 Si to mostly in Gozo. 1 a+ Rabat on 24 Jun an~ 

1978 from 25 ~Aar to 14 Apr. 1 on 10 Nov. 

HG~~1 5E r,1f\RTir~ Delichon urbica flawwiefa 
1977 : ~'P to 4 on a few days from 26 then aLGlost daily from 26 Har to 11 Jun. TrebLe 

s reco:-ded mainly a-Fter i L, wi-!"h r~ax of 500 at Oorrni on 21 Apr. 1-2 on 

1972· 

Ju:-,. In autumn singles on and 8 Sen, +hen on mos+ days frorr, 11 Seo to 
23 Oct. r··ax 300+ at [)usKeti on 8 Oct. otherwise mainly slnale to '/ery Low 
fiaures. IJo to 3 on 5 days fror~ 26 r:-,v to 4 Dec. -
Or> most frol:l 26 r=-eb to 28 UsueLLy low treble fi 
fev>' days. no les on 25 Jur; and JuL. On 3 days 1 11 Auq 

) frequent from 9 Sco to 12 Nov. -

with 
13tn, 

to 500 on a 
Low doubLe 

T/\1'1'\Y P 1 P 1 T An thus campestr is 
1977 Sinale fiqures on 15 d 

/\uq, then almost daily 
or. 15 Oci. 

R i lblun 
from 3 Apr 

2nd to I 
to 17 May, with Most in Apr. In autumn 1 on 25 
Sep, always in single figures. 1 on 2nd and 6 

1973 : Sinqle fi9ures, max El, o:; 11 days from 2LJ !' 1:ar to 24 Apr. In autumf' up to 6 on 14 
days from 29 Auq to 24 Sep. 

0:...! VE -8/\CK~:} TR~t: P 1 PIT An thus hodgsoni 0 i :ZZ 7 a' L -I 
; 9T7 : i i rapp9c: anC r i nq9d a·t Gil ad ira on 30 Oct. ! 1l-Her l 19 'i) 

TREE PIPIT Anthus triv:3_alis DiZZ 
1977 on 3 from 14 

deC t i L l 1 , the:. 
500~ at fvieL L iella or 2Cl 
Only single fiaures in 
Auc, tner. almost dally frorr: 

fro~ 26+~ to 17 
ir. various Localities on 

reduceC to Low daub fi 

fiqures recor­
~wi th max of 
fter 24 Ap~ 

10 on 31 
9ures, but 

SD~ ot f.>!arsa on 1 Oct. 1 at 
1973 : .-'\l:-r1ost dat L from 15 r.~cJr tc 

Reaular, bu ir s!'lalLET numners, 
then occasional to 27 

23 Auo to 24 Oct wi 
Max was 128+ on 20 Apr. 

max of 27 on i6 Sep. 
Si~cl~s on th and 12 t~ov. 

~,Tfl.J"';0\~1 pIP j! An thus pratensis Pespu s 
1977 Lov.· double fiqures in r.ost Localities 

increase to medium double fi 
in from 14 Oct tiLL year 

n late Nov, max 150_,_ at~~ 

by 

1978 : Mediu~ double fioures in most olaces in 
half of In same numbers from 

w i tn marked increasE? in the 
with freouent passages in \iov. 

RED-THROP..TEO PIPIT Anthus cervinus Di±Z Afimar 
1977 Sinales on 4th and 26 Jan and on 27 Feb, and on 15 from 13 ~ar to 20 Apr, after 

recorded in Low Cauble fipures on 8 ti l 7 fv1ay. 1-5 on 4 othE;r cia 
v. Max was 30+ at Marsa on 21-22 Aor. ~ auttJmn from 1 Oct to 

~ov, mostl~ in single to very low double figures, max 25~ on 20 Oct. 1 at 
~/1a,--so Qn 29 nee. 

1978 On 7 days in Apr from 3rd to 29th, with max of 9 on 16th. 1 on 10 Nov was the only 
autumn record. 

ROCK/Wt'\TER PIPIT Anthu.s spinoletta DiZZ ia' L-llma 
1977 : Good year with i-3 recorC:ed on 9 days froiT1 26 Oct to 11 Nov. ALL records from !vla~sa 

and 

ELL OW !<AGTA I L 
1977 5 on 

days 
peck 

Is far 
18 

on 31 
10 May Medium to high double figures on most 

6GO+ at Mar sa) and on 18-23 Aor- with 
many localities). Single to very low dou-
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ble figures on 9 days from Jd to 5 Jun. Singles on lith and 22 Jun and on 28-29 
JuL. In autumn almost daiLy from .A,ug to 29 Oct~ usually in small numbers but low 
treble figures at roosts, max ca. 120 at Lunzjata on 8 Oct. 

1978 . 1 at Marsa on 2nd and 5 Jan. Spring passage from 7 Mar to 14 witn max of 450+ on 
6 Apr. At least two different birds on 6 days between 28 May 27 Jul. In autumr 
on most days from 10 Aug to 25 Oct with max of 230+ on 14 Sep. 

GRc'Y WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea Zakak tad-DelL 
1977 Single figures in some areas in Jan-t-1ar to 11th. 1 staved at tJ)arsa tiLL 24 

Autumn passage from 9 Sep; recorded always in single figu:-es except for 15+ at Raoat 
on 22 Oct and 20+ at Lunzjata on 27 Nov. 

1978 Si figures In suitable Localities in Jan-Mar to 5th. Then again from 16 Sep on-
with Low double figures in Oct, max 27 on 22nd. 

viH I TE I'AGTA I L Motacilla alba Zakak Abjad 
1977 : Single to "Low double figures recorded in 

treble fiqures at the Valletta and Marsa 
from 2nd thee daily from 14 Oct till 

Jan-Mar? but 60+ at ri1arsa on 29 Jan and 
roosts. Last seen on 2 Apr. In autumn few 

1975 

Oct anG mid-Nov, but 80+ at 
on 23rd and 25 Dec. 
in Jan-Mar to 30th, then s 

Lunzjata 
on 14 Sep, then frorr. 7 
in Nov. 

end. Low double fiqures in localities 
or 28 Oct. 700+ wer~ counted the ~v'!arsa 

till 19 f1pr. L'o to 800 counted at the ~!arsa 
onwards. Ca. 350 were found to be roostir:g at 

\>/REI\J Troglodytes troglodytes 
1978 : 1 a+ Lunzjata on 2 Dec. 

Bumistur 

our·mocK Prunella modularis Liemel 
1977 : Low s i figures in Jan-~1ar but up to 10 at Buskett. Last recorded on 11 A or. In 

autumn irst on 15 Oct, then oai ly tiLl year end. Mainly in single fl 
!978 Lori doubLe figures (max 35) in Jan-~-':ar to 28th. In autumn from 11 onwards, with 

up to 60 at 

RUFOUS 
1977 
1978 : 

BUSH CHAT Cercotrichas galactotes RoZinjol tax-Xa9f1r-l 
2 at 

LuCia on and Wied 1 l-Luq on 14 Aor. 

I~OBit\ Erithacus rubecula Pitirross 
1977 : Double fi in Jan-Feb withup to 100 at Buskett. In ~ar single figures daily tiLL 

20th, double fiqures stiLL esent at Buskett. 1-2 Apr-M 
sent throuohout summer (up to 
double fioUres recorded tiLL 14 

at Buskett). First passage on 7 
Oct and then high 

ill end of month. Max 300+ at Buskett on 21st. 
out most of ;iov and Dec. A iotally albino bird was cau~ht at 8uskett on 25 Oct. 

1978 Double figures in most places in Jan-Mar with max of 230 ai Buske+t. Few rni 
tilL 14 Apr, then seen on several days in May-Auq, mai singles at Buskett and Gir-

tl. In increasing numbers frorr, September onwards wi max of 300+ at Buske+t on 
Nov. 

NIGHTINGALE Luscinia megarhynchos RoZinjol 
1977 : :-5 on 8 days from 11th to 28 Mar, then daiLy from 30 fviar-

figures but Lmv double figures at Buskett/Gi i in ndc 
and 16th .. 1-5 on 6 davs from 4th to 14 .lviay. 1 at \~lied i 
24 Jul. rn autumn almost daily from 17 to 5 Oct. LOW 

Aug and 9 Sep, otherwise always in single igure3. 
I on 19 Oct. 

1978 : First on 18 then single or low double fi 
max of 42 on Scattered sinqles in Nay to 
Jun. !n autumn afier 1 on 12th, almost daily from 
sightings till 6 Nov. Max 22 at Wied i l-Luo on 3 

ElLUETHROAT Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 

on most 
1 was si 

22 Aug to 1 
Sep. 

~alnly si 
t 20+ on 1 
Jun and on JQ­
es between 28 

i l-Luq on 29 Aug. 

with 
ng on 4 

scattered 

1977 Singles at BaArija on 1st, at GRadir2 on 18th and at Rabat on 25 Dct~ and at Buskett 
on 24 Nov. 

1978 Singles on 23 Mar and 8-9 Apr, at Lunzjata. 

E\LACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros Kud i rross I swed 
1977: 1-5 in suitable Localities from Jan till 11 Mar. In autumn first on 15 Oct, then al­

most daiLy from 21 Oct tiLl year end. Always in sinale fiaures but cc. 10 at 
~ie ll i e~a on 4 Dec. - ~ 

1978 : Low single figures in several places in Jan-Mar to 26th. Late bird on 7 Apr. 1~ 
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tiLL 9 ~--lay, then double fi daily fro~ 2S Mar to 15 Jun. Treble f 
till ea~ Jun. Max 800+ at Xaahra on 
in autumn on 3 days from 23 to 28 
treble figures from 1: Sep TO 22 Oct. 

on 18th and 26 Jun and 9 Jul. 
f rorr. 31 to 25 w i i h 

other -tiLL 21 Nov. 
on 13 • Up to 1 on 11 

1978 10 on I then daily from 6 ~a~ to 27 Several passages, with up to 
. Singles on 3rd 
Ler numoers than 

on a few oays. 

and 1 Jun and.~ Ju , then almost daily fr-om 
in spring : usually hi9h double figures with 

R!J1-miMPED S\"ALL0'0! Hirundo daurica na tal-Muttaf 
1977 Si to mostly in Gozo. 1 a+ Rabat on 24 Jun an~ 

1978 from 25 ~Aar to 14 Apr. 1 on 10 Nov. 
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fiaures. IJo to 3 on 5 days fror~ 26 r:-,v to 4 Dec. -
Or> most frol:l 26 r=-eb to 28 UsueLLy low treble fi 
fev>' days. no les on 25 Jur; and JuL. On 3 days 1 11 Auq 

) frequent from 9 Sco to 12 Nov. -

with 
13tn, 

to 500 on a 
Low doubLe 

T/\1'1'\Y P 1 P 1 T An thus campestr is 
1977 Sinale fiqures on 15 d 

/\uq, then almost daily 
or. 15 Oci. 

R i lblun 
from 3 Apr 

2nd to I 
to 17 May, with Most in Apr. In autumn 1 on 25 
Sep, always in single figures. 1 on 2nd and 6 

1973 : Sinqle fi9ures, max El, o:; 11 days from 2LJ !' 1:ar to 24 Apr. In autumf' up to 6 on 14 
days from 29 Auq to 24 Sep. 
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Only single fiaures in 
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9ures, but 

SD~ ot f.>!arsa on 1 Oct. 1 at 
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by 
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with freouent passages in \iov. 
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ill end of month. Max 300+ at Buskett on 21st. 
out most of ;iov and Dec. A iotally albino bird was cau~ht at 8uskett on 25 Oct. 

1978 Double figures in most places in Jan-Mar with max of 230 ai Buske+t. Few rni 
tilL 14 Apr, then seen on several days in May-Auq, mai singles at Buskett and Gir-

tl. In increasing numbers frorr, September onwards wi max of 300+ at Buske+t on 
Nov. 

NIGHTINGALE Luscinia megarhynchos RoZinjol 
1977 : :-5 on 8 days from 11th to 28 Mar, then daiLy from 30 fviar-

figures but Lmv double figures at Buskett/Gi i in ndc 
and 16th .. 1-5 on 6 davs from 4th to 14 .lviay. 1 at \~lied i 
24 Jul. rn autumn almost daily from 17 to 5 Oct. LOW 

Aug and 9 Sep, otherwise always in single igure3. 
I on 19 Oct. 

1978 : First on 18 then single or low double fi 
max of 42 on Scattered sinqles in Nay to 
Jun. !n autumn afier 1 on 12th, almost daily from 
sightings till 6 Nov. Max 22 at Wied i l-Luo on 3 

ElLUETHROAT Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 

on most 
1 was si 

22 Aug to 1 
Sep. 

~alnly si 
t 20+ on 1 
Jun and on JQ­
es between 28 

i l-Luq on 29 Aug. 

with 
ng on 4 

scattered 

1977 Singles at BaArija on 1st, at GRadir2 on 18th and at Rabat on 25 Dct~ and at Buskett 
on 24 Nov. 

1978 Singles on 23 Mar and 8-9 Apr, at Lunzjata. 

E\LACK REDSTART Phoenicurus ochruros Kud i rross I swed 
1977: 1-5 in suitable Localities from Jan till 11 Mar. In autumn first on 15 Oct, then al­

most daiLy from 21 Oct tiLl year end. Always in sinale fiaures but cc. 10 at 
~ie ll i e~a on 4 Dec. - ~ 

1978 : Low single figures in several places in Jan-Mar to 26th. Late bird on 7 Apr. 1~ 

37 



Larqer numbers (max 8) .from 5 Oct onwards. 

REDST.A,RT Phoenicurus phoenicurus Kud i r" ross 
1977 : ; on 75 i·Par, then Low si;~gle fi aLmost dally from 1 Aor to 22 May, highest 5+ 

at Xe,rixija on 23 . !n autumn ily from 5 to 23 Oc-7- single to 
Le figures, hi 3C+ at Wied ll-Luq on 1 • i-~: on 28 i and on 

1973 SingLe or Low Le figures daily from I to 5 ~1ay 1Nith max e>f 60+ on 23rd. In 
autumn singles on 4 days f:om 24 Aug to :3 . then aLmost daiLv from 16 Seo to 22 
Cct; always single figures. Late birds on 

\'IH!"'iG-tt;T Saxicola rubetra BuCaqq tas-Si lla 
1977 : 1-5 on 5 days from 28 Mar to 13 then almost daiLy from 17 Apr to 19 May. Single 

to low doubLe -:"iqures but treble (max 200+ at Mal Far) on 22-23. In autumn 
1-2 on 15 scattered days from 5 16 Oct. 

1978 : Low double figures from 3 Apr to May !Jut with 75+ oc 23 ,~pr. In autumn 1-5 on II 
days tram 9 Sep to 15 Oct. 

STOI,~ECH,~i Saxicola torquata 
1977 : Si 

on 
to Low double figures in numbers Ly reducing from m1d-~eb. 1-2 

and 18 tJlar. In autumn 1-2 ira on and 26 then daiLy from i 
Oct till r enc:1. Low double figures frequent between 9 Oct 13 1\!ov, max 30 ... at 
f'!arsa on Oct. 

197~ : Sinc;le fi 
16 Apr. 
~Jov, when 

out occasionally uo to H3, In most 
in from 23 Sep onwards with the hi 
35 in soMe areas. 

ill Jan-Har to '16th. 1 on 
numbers in late Oct-early 

! SAG ELL I NE VJHEi\ TEAR Oenanthe isabellina Kuda 1 Zabel L inc 
1977 Sinqles at Mal Far and GMajn Rarrani on 7 Apr. 
i978 1 at Xlendi on :4 ~'1ar~ 

''i~f=:,".TE,"',R 

1977 : on 
max of 

Oenanthe oenanthe 
the;: si 
at Ta' 

ded in sinole to low 
1978 : From 26 \1ar to l 

au+umn fror1 12 Auq 

Kuda 
to Low doubLe on most 
on 9 1 n aLmost d a i 

douole aures but ca. 65 were 2 

(max 47 o~ 19 Aor) with Late bird on 
15 Oct, with max of 18 on 17 Sep. 

LAC<-~,.;RED \tiHEATEAR Oenanthe hispanic a Kuda Dumn i kana 

Far on 
13 May. numbers in 

977 Recorded only in spri i-5 in suitable Localities on 6 days from 25 ~ar to 9 Apr. 
979 1-4 on 7 days from 27 to 23 Apr. 

DESE? ...... I;JHEf\TEAf.:; Oenanthe deserti Kuda tad-DeZer-!-
1977 1 seen at a taxidermist was cau9ht on 24 ~lov. 

ROCK THr:;usH Monticola saxatilis Ganbublu 
1977 3 on 7 Apr and 6 singles from 10 Apr to 7 May. 
1978 : Sinales on 5 days from 5th to 23 

BLIJE ROCK THRLJSY Monticola soli tar ius Mer l L L 
:977 mcirrly around coasts. Immature birds recorded inland on var.ous 

occasions in 
1978 Resident and breeding in usual numbers. No apparent change in status. 

RlNG OUZEL Turdus torquatus ~·1alvizz ~as-Sidra Bajda 
19Tl : SingLes on 5 Cays from 4 Oct to 16 ~Jov. 

BU~,C<B I RO Turrlus merula MaL v l zz 1 swed 
1 977 1-2 winterinq in a few places till 11 Mar. 
1978 : Low sinale fTaures on most days in .Jan-Mar 

1-2 on i4 day~ from 22 Oct till year end. 

pilaris Malvizzun tal-Otajja' 

n 1-2 regularly from 14 Oct om-1ards. 
26th, with max of 10 on 28 Jan. Then 

F 1 EL~JFARE 
1977 : 1-2 
i978 

from 11 Nov to 5 Dec, and 1 on 30 Dec. 
on 5 Feb and 1 aLSannat on 18 Nov. 

SONG TH9.lJSH Turdus philomeJ ... os r'~a l vi zz 
~977 10-20 at Buskett in otr.erwlse single figures in other LocaL ities.l-2 tiLL 

18 Apr. I at Sar ,Anton on 10 Aug ,:auld have been an escaped bird. In autumn 
singles on 16th and 30 Seo and on 1st and 8-9 Oct, then double to low treble figures 
14 Oct till end of month~ Highest 200+ over MeLl1efia on 19th. On~y sir,gle to Low 
double figures (max 15) in ~ov-~>ec. 

1978 Single or low double fiaures Cmax 22) almost daiLy in Jan-~v1ar, with a few si les or 
twos till 23 Apr. Singles in different LocaLities or 21 ,Aug and 9-10 Sep. 
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double figures frequent from 11 Oct onwards, max 217+ on 4 Nov. 

REDWING Turdus iliacus Malvizz ARmar 
1977 : 1-3 present at Buskett and Girgenti and sometimes at Xemxija in Jan-Mar to 27th. Low 

numbers in autumn from 4 Nov till year end. Max ca. 15 at Buskett /Girgenti on 20 
Nov, 20th and 30 Dec, otherwise single figures. 

1978 On most days in Jan-Mar to 19th. Usually single figures but 26 on 28 Jan. On II days 
from 18 Nov to 3i Dec; usually 1-2 but 23 on 3 Dec. 

THRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim M I STLE 
1977 Singles at Rabat on 14th and at Mellie~a on 21 Oct; 1-2 at Buskett on ll-12th and 3 

at Marsa on 13 Nov. 
1978 I at Buskett on 11 Nov. 

CETTI'S 'IARBLER Cettia cet:ti Bagfial tal-Gfiolliq 
1977 : Breeding restricted mainly to usual areas due to particular habitat preference. Ad­

ults and young were seen at Gnajn Barrani in Late Jul-early Aug. Seen also during 
the breeding season at Rabat and Chadwick Lakes but breeding was not confirmed. 

1978 : Breeding in usual numbers in usual areas. Larger numbers in Jul-Sep after dispersal 
of young. 

FAN-TAILED WARBLER Cisticola juncidis Bagnal ta' l-lmrewfia 
1977 StiLl spreading and bred in new areas~ Up to 40 roosted at G!iadira in Sep. 
1978 : Breeding recorded in several new areas. Most -conspicuous in Mar-JuL when male song 

is most intense. 

SAVI 'S WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Baanal Anmar 
1977 Singles at Sta. Maria Estate on 25 Mar~ano at Xemxi 
1978 : Singles on 2nd and 11 Apr; 20 Aug; 4th, lith and 

O•l 2-3 Apr. 
Most at Buskett/Girgenti. 

i~OUSTACHED WARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon Bagnal Oastn i 
1977 1-3 at Lunzjata from 2 Nov to 9 Dec; singles at Gliadira on !3 Nov and at Wied il-luq 

on 20 Dec. 
1978 Singles at'Xemxija on 12th and 18 Nov and at Girgenti on 18 Nov and 2 Dec. 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Bagnal Tas-Simar 
1977 : 5 on 27 Mar, then frequent from 6 Apr to l Jun with most from 

1978 

Max 16+ at lunzjata on 20'Apr. In autumn I on 5 Aug, then 1-2 
from 4 Sep to.23 Oct. 
On most days, mainly in si figures, from 5 ~J!ar to 27 May, with max of 32 on 30 
Apr. 1 on 22 Aug, then si on 5 days from ; Oct to 1 ,".Jov. 

REED I<ARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus Bag A a l ta l-Oasab 
1977 1-2 on 9 days from 20 Apr ro I Jun. First breeding record for .~alta, with family 

party (adults and 4 newly fledged young) at Salina on 26 Jul. They were last seen 
together on 30 Jul Cll-Merill 19:13). In autumn singles on 23rd and 30-31 Jul, then 
almost daily from 4 Aug to 22 Sep; always single fi except for 15+ at Girgenti 
on 28 Aug. Then on 5 days from 25 Sep to 10 Oct w; 6+ still present at Girgenti 
on 5 Oct. 

1978 I on 17 Mar, then 14 sightings of 1-3 birds between 8 Apr and 22 In autumn 1 on 
23 Jul, then single figures (max 9) from 30 Jul to II Nov. Almost ly in t\ug-Sep. 

GREAT REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
i 977 : Recorded frequently from 6 Apr to I Jun. 

In autumn:single figures from 14 Aug to 
highest 6+ at Girgenti on·23 Aug. 

Baqnal Prim 
Max ~5• at Lunzjata on 21 Apr, otherwise 1-4 
15 Oct, mostly from late Aug to mid-Sep, 

1978: Single figures almost daily from I ,Apr to I May, then 1-2 on 6 days till 3 Jun. Sin­
gles on 1st and 30 Jul, In autumn 1-3 on several days from 12 Aug to 23 Oct. 

ICTERINE WARBLER Hippolais ic~erina Bekkafik lsfar 
1977 : I on 18 Apr, then recorded frequently in May till 29th. Always in single figures ex­

cept for ca. 10 at Valletta on 17th. In autumn, 1-2 on 9 widely scattered days from 
14 Aug to 4 Oct. 

1978 : I on 19 Apr, then single figures almost daily from 28 Apr to 15 May with max of 10 
on 13th. In autumn 1-2 on 10 days from 20 ,~ug to 17 Oct. 

MELODIOUS WARBLER Hippolais polyglotta Bekkafik ta' l-Gnana 
1978 : Singles at Gnadira on 15 Apr and at Buskett on 2 May. 

DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata Bufula tax-XagAri 
1977: 1-2 at GFiadira in Jan-Feb and 1 still there on 3 Aor. I at Melliena on 27 Oct and 1-

2 at Ta 1 CenC from 2-5 Nov; singLes at Victoria on. l Dec and again at Melliefia on 22 
Dec. I at Gfiadira from 6 Nov till year end. 
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Larqer numbers (max 8) .from 5 Oct onwards. 
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1978 : Low double figures from 3 Apr to May !Jut with 75+ oc 23 ,~pr. In autumn 1-5 on II 
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1977 : Si 

on 
to Low double figures in numbers Ly reducing from m1d-~eb. 1-2 

and 18 tJlar. In autumn 1-2 ira on and 26 then daiLy from i 
Oct till r enc:1. Low double figures frequent between 9 Oct 13 1\!ov, max 30 ... at 
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197~ : Sinc;le fi 
16 Apr. 
~Jov, when 

out occasionally uo to H3, In most 
in from 23 Sep onwards with the hi 
35 in soMe areas. 

ill Jan-Har to '16th. 1 on 
numbers in late Oct-early 

! SAG ELL I NE VJHEi\ TEAR Oenanthe isabellina Kuda 1 Zabel L inc 
1977 Sinqles at Mal Far and GMajn Rarrani on 7 Apr. 
i978 1 at Xlendi on :4 ~'1ar~ 

''i~f=:,".TE,"',R 

1977 : on 
max of 

Oenanthe oenanthe 
the;: si 
at Ta' 

ded in sinole to low 
1978 : From 26 \1ar to l 

au+umn fror1 12 Auq 

Kuda 
to Low doubLe on most 
on 9 1 n aLmost d a i 

douole aures but ca. 65 were 2 

(max 47 o~ 19 Aor) with Late bird on 
15 Oct, with max of 18 on 17 Sep. 

LAC<-~,.;RED \tiHEATEAR Oenanthe hispanic a Kuda Dumn i kana 

Far on 
13 May. numbers in 

977 Recorded only in spri i-5 in suitable Localities on 6 days from 25 ~ar to 9 Apr. 
979 1-4 on 7 days from 27 to 23 Apr. 

DESE? ...... I;JHEf\TEAf.:; Oenanthe deserti Kuda tad-DeZer-!-
1977 1 seen at a taxidermist was cau9ht on 24 ~lov. 

ROCK THr:;usH Monticola saxatilis Ganbublu 
1977 3 on 7 Apr and 6 singles from 10 Apr to 7 May. 
1978 : Sinales on 5 days from 5th to 23 

BLIJE ROCK THRLJSY Monticola soli tar ius Mer l L L 
:977 mcirrly around coasts. Immature birds recorded inland on var.ous 

occasions in 
1978 Resident and breeding in usual numbers. No apparent change in status. 

RlNG OUZEL Turdus torquatus ~·1alvizz ~as-Sidra Bajda 
19Tl : SingLes on 5 Cays from 4 Oct to 16 ~Jov. 

BU~,C<B I RO Turrlus merula MaL v l zz 1 swed 
1 977 1-2 winterinq in a few places till 11 Mar. 
1978 : Low sinale fTaures on most days in .Jan-Mar 

1-2 on i4 day~ from 22 Oct till year end. 

pilaris Malvizzun tal-Otajja' 

n 1-2 regularly from 14 Oct om-1ards. 
26th, with max of 10 on 28 Jan. Then 

F 1 EL~JFARE 
1977 : 1-2 
i978 

from 11 Nov to 5 Dec, and 1 on 30 Dec. 
on 5 Feb and 1 aLSannat on 18 Nov. 

SONG TH9.lJSH Turdus philomeJ ... os r'~a l vi zz 
~977 10-20 at Buskett in otr.erwlse single figures in other LocaL ities.l-2 tiLL 

18 Apr. I at Sar ,Anton on 10 Aug ,:auld have been an escaped bird. In autumn 
singles on 16th and 30 Seo and on 1st and 8-9 Oct, then double to low treble figures 
14 Oct till end of month~ Highest 200+ over MeLl1efia on 19th. On~y sir,gle to Low 
double figures (max 15) in ~ov-~>ec. 

1978 Single or low double fiaures Cmax 22) almost daiLy in Jan-~v1ar, with a few si les or 
twos till 23 Apr. Singles in different LocaLities or 21 ,Aug and 9-10 Sep. 
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double figures frequent from 11 Oct onwards, max 217+ on 4 Nov. 

REDWING Turdus iliacus Malvizz ARmar 
1977 : 1-3 present at Buskett and Girgenti and sometimes at Xemxija in Jan-Mar to 27th. Low 

numbers in autumn from 4 Nov till year end. Max ca. 15 at Buskett /Girgenti on 20 
Nov, 20th and 30 Dec, otherwise single figures. 

1978 On most days in Jan-Mar to 19th. Usually single figures but 26 on 28 Jan. On II days 
from 18 Nov to 3i Dec; usually 1-2 but 23 on 3 Dec. 

THRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim M I STLE 
1977 Singles at Rabat on 14th and at Mellie~a on 21 Oct; 1-2 at Buskett on ll-12th and 3 

at Marsa on 13 Nov. 
1978 I at Buskett on 11 Nov. 

CETTI'S 'IARBLER Cettia cet:ti Bagfial tal-Gfiolliq 
1977 : Breeding restricted mainly to usual areas due to particular habitat preference. Ad­

ults and young were seen at Gnajn Barrani in Late Jul-early Aug. Seen also during 
the breeding season at Rabat and Chadwick Lakes but breeding was not confirmed. 

1978 : Breeding in usual numbers in usual areas. Larger numbers in Jul-Sep after dispersal 
of young. 

FAN-TAILED WARBLER Cisticola juncidis Bagnal ta' l-lmrewfia 
1977 StiLl spreading and bred in new areas~ Up to 40 roosted at G!iadira in Sep. 
1978 : Breeding recorded in several new areas. Most -conspicuous in Mar-JuL when male song 

is most intense. 

SAVI 'S WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Baanal Anmar 
1977 Singles at Sta. Maria Estate on 25 Mar~ano at Xemxi 
1978 : Singles on 2nd and 11 Apr; 20 Aug; 4th, lith and 

O•l 2-3 Apr. 
Most at Buskett/Girgenti. 

i~OUSTACHED WARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon Bagnal Oastn i 
1977 1-3 at Lunzjata from 2 Nov to 9 Dec; singles at Gliadira on !3 Nov and at Wied il-luq 

on 20 Dec. 
1978 Singles at'Xemxija on 12th and 18 Nov and at Girgenti on 18 Nov and 2 Dec. 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Bagnal Tas-Simar 
1977 : 5 on 27 Mar, then frequent from 6 Apr to l Jun with most from 

1978 

Max 16+ at lunzjata on 20'Apr. In autumn I on 5 Aug, then 1-2 
from 4 Sep to.23 Oct. 
On most days, mainly in si figures, from 5 ~J!ar to 27 May, with max of 32 on 30 
Apr. 1 on 22 Aug, then si on 5 days from ; Oct to 1 ,".Jov. 

REED I<ARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus Bag A a l ta l-Oasab 
1977 1-2 on 9 days from 20 Apr ro I Jun. First breeding record for .~alta, with family 

party (adults and 4 newly fledged young) at Salina on 26 Jul. They were last seen 
together on 30 Jul Cll-Merill 19:13). In autumn singles on 23rd and 30-31 Jul, then 
almost daily from 4 Aug to 22 Sep; always single fi except for 15+ at Girgenti 
on 28 Aug. Then on 5 days from 25 Sep to 10 Oct w; 6+ still present at Girgenti 
on 5 Oct. 

1978 I on 17 Mar, then 14 sightings of 1-3 birds between 8 Apr and 22 In autumn 1 on 
23 Jul, then single figures (max 9) from 30 Jul to II Nov. Almost ly in t\ug-Sep. 

GREAT REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
i 977 : Recorded frequently from 6 Apr to I Jun. 

In autumn:single figures from 14 Aug to 
highest 6+ at Girgenti on·23 Aug. 

Baqnal Prim 
Max ~5• at Lunzjata on 21 Apr, otherwise 1-4 
15 Oct, mostly from late Aug to mid-Sep, 

1978: Single figures almost daily from I ,Apr to I May, then 1-2 on 6 days till 3 Jun. Sin­
gles on 1st and 30 Jul, In autumn 1-3 on several days from 12 Aug to 23 Oct. 

ICTERINE WARBLER Hippolais ic~erina Bekkafik lsfar 
1977 : I on 18 Apr, then recorded frequently in May till 29th. Always in single figures ex­

cept for ca. 10 at Valletta on 17th. In autumn, 1-2 on 9 widely scattered days from 
14 Aug to 4 Oct. 

1978 : I on 19 Apr, then single figures almost daily from 28 Apr to 15 May with max of 10 
on 13th. In autumn 1-2 on 10 days from 20 ,~ug to 17 Oct. 

MELODIOUS WARBLER Hippolais polyglotta Bekkafik ta' l-Gnana 
1978 : Singles at Gnadira on 15 Apr and at Buskett on 2 May. 

DARTFORD WARBLER Sylvia undata Bufula tax-XagAri 
1977: 1-2 at GFiadira in Jan-Feb and 1 still there on 3 Aor. I at Melliena on 27 Oct and 1-

2 at Ta 1 CenC from 2-5 Nov; singLes at Victoria on. l Dec and again at Melliefia on 22 
Dec. I at Gfiadira from 6 Nov till year end. 
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1978 : Singles seen on 14 January, 12th and 22 Feb, and 2+ on 26 Feb at Glladira. 

SPECTACLED WARBL::::R Sylvia conspicillata Bufula 11amra 
1977 Common only in suitable areas. Young seen out of nest from late Mar. Highest for any· 

ore Locality was ca. 40 at tal-11andaq on 8 Jun. 
1978 Recorded ln usual numbers with no lndicatlon of passa~:e. 

SUBALP I "E WARBLER Sylvia cantillans Bufu La Passajra 
1977 : Spring from 6 Mar to 26 Apr, mainly late Mar to mid-~-pr. Always in singLe 

figures for i5+ at XagAra on 23 Mar and 10 at Salina on 23 1-\pr. '! on 10 May. 
Autumn passage, first on 3 Jul then daily from 10 Jul to 19 Seo. Low to medium 

figures at Wied il-Luq from 16 Jul 10 18 Sep, highest 50+ on 22-::Znd and 60+ 
otherwise in si tn very Low double figures in other Localities 

on 6 days fcom Sep to Oct. 
1978 Si on 7th and 15 Mar, then almost daiLy fran: 24 ~/,ar to 23 Apr with max of 54 on 

2 1 on 1 May. Autumn from 11 Ju L to 29 Oct 1 but mainly in Aug-Sep ~>I hen 
seen daily in double figures. 53 on 3 ~'eo. 

5/\RD! ~J IN~ \~ARfJLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufu La Sewda 
1977 : common almost Evidence of a return passage in Late Feb--early ~~ar 

(I ; l L 19: 15~19). TaL~Handaq oil 8 Jun was the highest coun7 for any one 
loc:al ity. 

1978 Common everywhere throughout the year. 

ORPHEAN WARBLEr! 
1978 1 at Wied 

hortensis 
on 7 Apr. 

Bekkafik t'G~ajnu 5ajda 

L~SSER l·miTETHROAT Sylvia curruca Rekkafik lrrnied! 
1977 1 at GRad ira on 8 Mav. Sinqles at Wied 1 L~Luq on 13th and 25 Seo and on Oct. 
1978 Singles at GRadira on 8th ~nd a1 Marsa on 12 Oc~. 

WHIT'THPOAT Sylvia communis Hekkafik Aftmar 
1977 1~6 recorded freouentlv from 3rd ·to 20 ,:'::or, 

23 numbers reduci io Low sinale fi 
then up to 10 in some Localities on 21-

ti Ll 9-10 ~av when 10+ seen ai Suskett. 
1~5 then till 2c-1 In autum~ si 
Oct, 
Seen on from 2 Apr to 15 
In autumn sinales on 19th, 24tn and 26 Auq, 

[-le~kaf i k 

days frorr; Sep to 18 

out 23 on 29 Apr. 
to 6 Nov. 

GARDD.! \t\1AR8LER 
1977 : Si frorp 18 Apr io 29 iv1ay (flax 10+ a+ l:\uske+t o~ 10thar'd22rAay) 

on 11th and at Lunzjata on 16 Jun. In auTumn 1 on 17 /il 
/\ug to 23 Oct with peak from mid-Sep to early Oct. Max 

Spring from 8 1o wit~ most fro;n rn.id-/\pr to when seen al-
mos + d d i n l y s i f i t 31 or 28 Apr. lr. autumn mecJiur:- Le fic;ures 
on most days from 1 f1ug to with max of 60 on 10 Sep. 1 on 6 Nov. 

GLf1CJ<CAP Sylvia atricapilla Kop i nera 
1977 Treble figures at Busket+ in Jan-Mar wiih usual peak 

- othe;- Localities in sinole to 

1978 
f1'Jsket t on 
fi9ures in earlv Dec. 

, ma i n L y i n s i 
very few areas. 

at usual places in 
till 23 Apr. Aaain from 

BOr~ELLI 1 5 WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli Vjol ln 

Oct 

CROO• on 11thl. Re-
f . 1-3 present 
ti vedr end with 

1977 Single on 11 days fro~ 23 Mar to 3 but a total of 4 recorded on 12 Apr. 
1978 11 sightings of 1-3 birds from 26 Mar 23 Apr. 1 or 23 Aug. 

V"'OD WAI<BLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix V jol in !=lad rani 
1977 Single fi from 23 Mar to 9 Apr, reaching low double figures from 10 Apl- to 15 

Hav. days on 21~23 Apr with double figures from localities \max SO+ at 
Aemxija). Numbers reduced to single figures irom 16th ti l 26 r.1ay. ln autumn 1~3 on 
15 days from 5 Sep to 14 Oct. 

1978 Sinale or low double f almosi daily from 1 Aor to 13 May with max of 37 on 23 
,C....or ~ 1 on 12 Aug, then 24 Aug to 22 Oct. Only lows ingLe 

CHI ~FCHAF:=- Phylloscopus collybi-ca V joL in tax-Xi twa 
1977 Very common from Jan to mid~Mar when numbers decreased cons 

were : 400+ ai Lunzjata in mid-Jan, 100 7 at Marsa on 11 Feb, 

40 

f.ionthLv Deaks 
at Marsa· on 5 

Mar. Then 1-5 till 6 Apr and 1 at Lunzjata on 7 May. In autumn singLe figures from 
8th to 27 Oct, then double figures almost daily reaching treble figures in some areas 
by the end of Nov (max 200 at Marsa on 28thl. Double figures in various localities 
in Dec with treble figures only at Lunzjata (max 250+ on 27 Dec). 

1978: High double figures in most places in Jan-Apr to 7th, then 1-3 on 8 days till23Apr. 
Max was 410+ on 7 Jan. Again from 17 Oct onwards with max of 100 on 25 Nov. 

WILLOW WARBLER Pbylloscopus trochilus Vjolin Pastard 
1977 : 1-2 on 5 days from 18th to 27 Mar, then almost daily from 31 Mar to 10 May with max 

of 10 at Gnadira and Comino on 6th and 17 Apr respectively. 1 on 15 May. 1-3 on 6 
days from 18th to 28 Aug, then almost daily from 1 Sep to 23 Oct. 10-15 at Gnadira 
on many occasions, otherwise single figures. l' at l:u'nzjata on 4 Dec. 

1978 : Almost daily from 23 Mar to 3 May with max of 65+ on .g Apr. In autumn recorded from 
13 Aug to 17 Oct; usually single figures, but 25+ on I Oct. I on 5 Nov. 

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Oamar 
1977 : Very few specifically identified : singles on 5, days from 25 Oct to 16 Nov. 
1978: Only a few recorded: low single figures in Jan-~lar to 24th,3on180ctandlon2Dec. 

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-Toppu Anmar 
1977: Lowsinglefiguresinsuitableplaces ln Jan-Feb, then 1-3on6daysfrom180ctto19 Nov. 
1978 : Low single figures in Jan-Mar to 24th and from 15 Nov onwards. 

GOLD/FIRECREST Regulus regulus I ignicapillus 
1977 : Up tc 10 in suitable localities in Jan-Feb numbers greatly reduced by mid-Feb. 1-3 

on 3 days in Mar to 28th. In autumn 1-5 from 1 Oct tiLL year end but ca. 20 at 
Mi~ieb on 19 Nov. 

1978 : SingLe figures and occasionally up to 10 in suitable localities in Jan-Mar to 27th 
and from 16 Oct onwards. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-Tikki 
1977 : 1 on 20th, then up to 10 from 21 Apr to 14 May, but 30• at Hal Saflieni on lOth and 

15+ at Pieta on 12 May. Larqe influx, affecting mainly theSE of Malta on 15 May 
when treble fiqures recorded from 3 localities with max 500+ at Wied Znuber ( lt-
Meri ll 19: 16-17). Numbers dwindled to single figures by 19 1-3 till 9 Jun. An 
unmated female laid two consecutive clutches in the same at Buskett and was re-
guLarly observed ; ncubat i ng between 26 May and 9 Ju l ( ll-Mer ill 19:24). In autumn 1-
4 on 12 days from 27 Aug to 28 Sep, then high single figores daily till 10 Oct (~ax 
iO a+ Buskett on 3rrJ); l-3 on 4 days from 12th to 23rd and 7 at Birkirkaraon28Gct. 

1978 Almost daily from 19 Apr to 14 then occasionaL singles till 1 Jun. Max was 50+ 
on 28 Apr. An unmated female was rst seen incubating in the previous year 1 s nest 
on 27 May, and was joined by a male on 7 Jun. The 4 infertile eggs were removed from 
the nest on 14 Jun when the female was still incubating them. The same pair, and 
possibly two pairs, then bred in the vicinity, recently fledged birds being seen on 
23 Jul and 15 Aug ( ll-Merill 20:24). Autumn passage from 13 Aug to 15 Oct; only 
medium single figures. SingLes on 1st and 6 Nov. 

RED-BREP5TED FLYCATCHER Ficedula parva Lanzarell S i dru Anmar 
1977 : 1-4 on 13 days from 11 Sep to 15 Oct, most records from Buskett/Girgent: area. 
1978 : Singles at Lunz jat a on 14 Sep, at Gnad ira on 131 h, 15th and 17 Oct, and a1 Xemx 1 ja on 15 Oct. 

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Fic;ed.ula albicollis Zanzarell ta l-Ku llar 
1977 Singles on 16 Mar and 3 Apr, then daily from 6th to 24 Apr (max 6 at Rabat on 7th) 

followed by 1-2 on 9 days from 27 Apr to 12 May. 
1978 12 sightings of 1-4 birds on 7 days between 14th and 26 Apr. 

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell !swed 
1977 : 1 on 31 Mar then from 5 Apr, reaching double figures by 10i-h. Max 50+ at Marsa and 

Pieta on 21st. Numbers reduced to low double or single figures after 24th. Last seen 
on 15 May. Very few in autumn : 1-2 on 12 scattered days from 20 Aug to 16 Oct. 

1978 : Daily from I Apr to 3 May with a peak in the latter half of Apr. Max 60+ on 19th. 1 
on 13 May. In autumn singles on 13 days from 28 Aug to 3 Oct. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus Taira Safra 
1977 : Spring passage from 15 Apr to'zg ~1ay with double figures from 20th to 26 Apr (max 

30+ at Chadwick Lakes on 21st), otherwise recorded mainly in single figures. 1-4 re­
corded inJun to 19th and I was at Chadwick Lakes on 8 Jul. In autumn 1-7 on 15 days 
from 25 Aug to 20 Oct, most in early Sep. 

1978 Single to low double figures frequent from 2 Apr to 7 May with max of 50+ on 23 Apr. 
1 on 26 Jun. In autumn only seen in single figures from 23 Aug to 15 Sep, with max 
of 10+ on 2 Sep. 
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1978 : Singles seen on 14 January, 12th and 22 Feb, and 2+ on 26 Feb at Glladira. 

SPECTACLED WARBL::::R Sylvia conspicillata Bufula 11amra 
1977 Common only in suitable areas. Young seen out of nest from late Mar. Highest for any· 

ore Locality was ca. 40 at tal-11andaq on 8 Jun. 
1978 Recorded ln usual numbers with no lndicatlon of passa~:e. 

SUBALP I "E WARBLER Sylvia cantillans Bufu La Passajra 
1977 : Spring from 6 Mar to 26 Apr, mainly late Mar to mid-~-pr. Always in singLe 

figures for i5+ at XagAra on 23 Mar and 10 at Salina on 23 1-\pr. '! on 10 May. 
Autumn passage, first on 3 Jul then daily from 10 Jul to 19 Seo. Low to medium 

figures at Wied il-Luq from 16 Jul 10 18 Sep, highest 50+ on 22-::Znd and 60+ 
otherwise in si tn very Low double figures in other Localities 

on 6 days fcom Sep to Oct. 
1978 Si on 7th and 15 Mar, then almost daiLy fran: 24 ~/,ar to 23 Apr with max of 54 on 

2 1 on 1 May. Autumn from 11 Ju L to 29 Oct 1 but mainly in Aug-Sep ~>I hen 
seen daily in double figures. 53 on 3 ~'eo. 

5/\RD! ~J IN~ \~ARfJLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufu La Sewda 
1977 : common almost Evidence of a return passage in Late Feb--early ~~ar 

(I ; l L 19: 15~19). TaL~Handaq oil 8 Jun was the highest coun7 for any one 
loc:al ity. 

1978 Common everywhere throughout the year. 

ORPHEAN WARBLEr! 
1978 1 at Wied 

hortensis 
on 7 Apr. 

Bekkafik t'G~ajnu 5ajda 

L~SSER l·miTETHROAT Sylvia curruca Rekkafik lrrnied! 
1977 1 at GRad ira on 8 Mav. Sinqles at Wied 1 L~Luq on 13th and 25 Seo and on Oct. 
1978 Singles at GRadira on 8th ~nd a1 Marsa on 12 Oc~. 

WHIT'THPOAT Sylvia communis Hekkafik Aftmar 
1977 1~6 recorded freouentlv from 3rd ·to 20 ,:'::or, 

23 numbers reduci io Low sinale fi 
then up to 10 in some Localities on 21-

ti Ll 9-10 ~av when 10+ seen ai Suskett. 
1~5 then till 2c-1 In autum~ si 
Oct, 
Seen on from 2 Apr to 15 
In autumn sinales on 19th, 24tn and 26 Auq, 

[-le~kaf i k 

days frorr; Sep to 18 

out 23 on 29 Apr. 
to 6 Nov. 

GARDD.! \t\1AR8LER 
1977 : Si frorp 18 Apr io 29 iv1ay (flax 10+ a+ l:\uske+t o~ 10thar'd22rAay) 

on 11th and at Lunzjata on 16 Jun. In auTumn 1 on 17 /il 
/\ug to 23 Oct with peak from mid-Sep to early Oct. Max 

Spring from 8 1o wit~ most fro;n rn.id-/\pr to when seen al-
mos + d d i n l y s i f i t 31 or 28 Apr. lr. autumn mecJiur:- Le fic;ures 
on most days from 1 f1ug to with max of 60 on 10 Sep. 1 on 6 Nov. 

GLf1CJ<CAP Sylvia atricapilla Kop i nera 
1977 Treble figures at Busket+ in Jan-Mar wiih usual peak 

- othe;- Localities in sinole to 

1978 
f1'Jsket t on 
fi9ures in earlv Dec. 

, ma i n L y i n s i 
very few areas. 

at usual places in 
till 23 Apr. Aaain from 

BOr~ELLI 1 5 WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli Vjol ln 

Oct 

CROO• on 11thl. Re-
f . 1-3 present 
ti vedr end with 

1977 Single on 11 days fro~ 23 Mar to 3 but a total of 4 recorded on 12 Apr. 
1978 11 sightings of 1-3 birds from 26 Mar 23 Apr. 1 or 23 Aug. 

V"'OD WAI<BLER Phylloscopus sibilatrix V jol in !=lad rani 
1977 Single fi from 23 Mar to 9 Apr, reaching low double figures from 10 Apl- to 15 

Hav. days on 21~23 Apr with double figures from localities \max SO+ at 
Aemxija). Numbers reduced to single figures irom 16th ti l 26 r.1ay. ln autumn 1~3 on 
15 days from 5 Sep to 14 Oct. 

1978 Sinale or low double f almosi daily from 1 Aor to 13 May with max of 37 on 23 
,C....or ~ 1 on 12 Aug, then 24 Aug to 22 Oct. Only lows ingLe 

CHI ~FCHAF:=- Phylloscopus collybi-ca V joL in tax-Xi twa 
1977 Very common from Jan to mid~Mar when numbers decreased cons 

were : 400+ ai Lunzjata in mid-Jan, 100 7 at Marsa on 11 Feb, 
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f.ionthLv Deaks 
at Marsa· on 5 

Mar. Then 1-5 till 6 Apr and 1 at Lunzjata on 7 May. In autumn singLe figures from 
8th to 27 Oct, then double figures almost daily reaching treble figures in some areas 
by the end of Nov (max 200 at Marsa on 28thl. Double figures in various localities 
in Dec with treble figures only at Lunzjata (max 250+ on 27 Dec). 

1978: High double figures in most places in Jan-Apr to 7th, then 1-3 on 8 days till23Apr. 
Max was 410+ on 7 Jan. Again from 17 Oct onwards with max of 100 on 25 Nov. 

WILLOW WARBLER Pbylloscopus trochilus Vjolin Pastard 
1977 : 1-2 on 5 days from 18th to 27 Mar, then almost daily from 31 Mar to 10 May with max 

of 10 at Gnadira and Comino on 6th and 17 Apr respectively. 1 on 15 May. 1-3 on 6 
days from 18th to 28 Aug, then almost daily from 1 Sep to 23 Oct. 10-15 at Gnadira 
on many occasions, otherwise single figures. l' at l:u'nzjata on 4 Dec. 

1978 : Almost daily from 23 Mar to 3 May with max of 65+ on .g Apr. In autumn recorded from 
13 Aug to 17 Oct; usually single figures, but 25+ on I Oct. I on 5 Nov. 

GOLDCREST Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Oamar 
1977 : Very few specifically identified : singles on 5, days from 25 Oct to 16 Nov. 
1978: Only a few recorded: low single figures in Jan-~lar to 24th,3on180ctandlon2Dec. 

FIRECREST Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-Toppu Anmar 
1977: Lowsinglefiguresinsuitableplaces ln Jan-Feb, then 1-3on6daysfrom180ctto19 Nov. 
1978 : Low single figures in Jan-Mar to 24th and from 15 Nov onwards. 

GOLD/FIRECREST Regulus regulus I ignicapillus 
1977 : Up tc 10 in suitable localities in Jan-Feb numbers greatly reduced by mid-Feb. 1-3 

on 3 days in Mar to 28th. In autumn 1-5 from 1 Oct tiLL year end but ca. 20 at 
Mi~ieb on 19 Nov. 

1978 : SingLe figures and occasionally up to 10 in suitable localities in Jan-Mar to 27th 
and from 16 Oct onwards. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-Tikki 
1977 : 1 on 20th, then up to 10 from 21 Apr to 14 May, but 30• at Hal Saflieni on lOth and 

15+ at Pieta on 12 May. Larqe influx, affecting mainly theSE of Malta on 15 May 
when treble fiqures recorded from 3 localities with max 500+ at Wied Znuber ( lt-
Meri ll 19: 16-17). Numbers dwindled to single figures by 19 1-3 till 9 Jun. An 
unmated female laid two consecutive clutches in the same at Buskett and was re-
guLarly observed ; ncubat i ng between 26 May and 9 Ju l ( ll-Mer ill 19:24). In autumn 1-
4 on 12 days from 27 Aug to 28 Sep, then high single figores daily till 10 Oct (~ax 
iO a+ Buskett on 3rrJ); l-3 on 4 days from 12th to 23rd and 7 at Birkirkaraon28Gct. 

1978 Almost daily from 19 Apr to 14 then occasionaL singles till 1 Jun. Max was 50+ 
on 28 Apr. An unmated female was rst seen incubating in the previous year 1 s nest 
on 27 May, and was joined by a male on 7 Jun. The 4 infertile eggs were removed from 
the nest on 14 Jun when the female was still incubating them. The same pair, and 
possibly two pairs, then bred in the vicinity, recently fledged birds being seen on 
23 Jul and 15 Aug ( ll-Merill 20:24). Autumn passage from 13 Aug to 15 Oct; only 
medium single figures. SingLes on 1st and 6 Nov. 

RED-BREP5TED FLYCATCHER Ficedula parva Lanzarell S i dru Anmar 
1977 : 1-4 on 13 days from 11 Sep to 15 Oct, most records from Buskett/Girgent: area. 
1978 : Singles at Lunz jat a on 14 Sep, at Gnad ira on 131 h, 15th and 17 Oct, and a1 Xemx 1 ja on 15 Oct. 

COLLARED FLYCATCHER Fic;ed.ula albicollis Zanzarell ta l-Ku llar 
1977 Singles on 16 Mar and 3 Apr, then daily from 6th to 24 Apr (max 6 at Rabat on 7th) 

followed by 1-2 on 9 days from 27 Apr to 12 May. 
1978 12 sightings of 1-4 birds on 7 days between 14th and 26 Apr. 

PIED FLYCATCHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell !swed 
1977 : 1 on 31 Mar then from 5 Apr, reaching double figures by 10i-h. Max 50+ at Marsa and 

Pieta on 21st. Numbers reduced to low double or single figures after 24th. Last seen 
on 15 May. Very few in autumn : 1-2 on 12 scattered days from 20 Aug to 16 Oct. 

1978 : Daily from I Apr to 3 May with a peak in the latter half of Apr. Max 60+ on 19th. 1 
on 13 May. In autumn singles on 13 days from 28 Aug to 3 Oct. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus Taira Safra 
1977 : Spring passage from 15 Apr to'zg ~1ay with double figures from 20th to 26 Apr (max 

30+ at Chadwick Lakes on 21st), otherwise recorded mainly in single figures. 1-4 re­
corded inJun to 19th and I was at Chadwick Lakes on 8 Jul. In autumn 1-7 on 15 days 
from 25 Aug to 20 Oct, most in early Sep. 

1978 Single to low double figures frequent from 2 Apr to 7 May with max of 50+ on 23 Apr. 
1 on 26 Jun. In autumn only seen in single figures from 23 Aug to 15 Sep, with max 
of 10+ on 2 Sep. 
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R~D~BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio KaCCamendula Hamra 
1977 1-2 on 16 days from 31 Aug to 9 Oct. 
1978 : Singles on 7 days in Sep from 2nd, on 13th, 21st (2) and 25 Oct, and on 26 Nov. 

LESSER GREY SHR!KE Lanius minor 
1977 : ! at GF,adira on 23 Apr. 

KaCCamenduLa. GriZa 

GRE.A.T GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor 
1978 : 1 at Marsaxlokk on 24 Apr. 

KatCamenduLa GriZa Prima 

ltiOODCHAT SHR! KE Lanius senator KaCC:amendu La 
1977 : ingles on 28th and 31 Mar. Frequent from 7 Apr to 7 Jun, always in Low single fi­

gures buT 6• at Pieta on 28th and 6 at Sta Lutia on 29 Apr. I male at Wardija on 10 
Jul. In autumn 1-2 on 10 days from 16 Aug to 23 Sep, most from late Aug toearlySep. 

1978 On several days from 26 Mar to 1 Low s1 figures excepi· for 13 on 23 Apr. 
on lOth and 26 May. In Jun, at ja on 3rd and I at Gfiadira on 26th and 

in autumn 1-2 on 13 days from 15 Aug to 14 Sep. 

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris Sturnel l 
1977 : Low double figures in Jan-Feb, numbers reducing greatly after mid-Feb. On 5 days in 

~~ar to 25th and singles at Mars a on 8-9 A.pr. In autumn 19 on 26th and 3 on 28 Sep, 
then dally from 1 net. Treble figures reached on 14 Oct. Largest flocks wereof 1500+ 
over Paola on 31 Oct and over Marsa on 6 \Jov. Numbers reduced from m!d-Nov but treb­
le fiqures remained in some areas till year end. 

1978 Double figures and 'JP to 800 in some areas in Jan-Feb, numbers greatly reducing in 
early Mar. Last seen on 27th. Singles on 21 Apr and 22 May. Larger numbers on autumn 
passage from 2 Oct when frequently up to 2000. Max was 315C on 7 Nov. 

PC>SE -COLOURED STARLING Sturn us roseus Sturnell Roza 
!978 : I was shot on 28 Aug. 

S~~r'J ISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis G!iamm i el taL -Bejt 
1977 : Abundant everywhere. A nest containing 3 young was recorded at Victoria in mid-Nov. 
1978 : Abundant breeding resident. 

TC\E;: SPARR0\•1 Passer montanus GFlamm tel tas-S l (Jar 
1977 SmaLL numbers breeding in severaL areas. 1\utumn passage mainly in October with doub­

Le figures {~ax 50) recorded from some localities on 22-23 Oct. 
1918 Sin~Le figures present ln various localities throughout the year. Bred as usual but 

no evidence of cutumn passage. 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs Sponsun 
1977: to Low double fi (max 50) in several localities in Jan-Mar. Jn smaller 

in Apr and very in May. 1-3 in Jun-Sep, mainly at Buskett where 3 females! 
Jveni les seen together on 2 JuL indicate breed!ng. In autumn low to medium double 
igures from 14 Oct. to 10 wintering in several localities tiLL year end. 

1978 : Low double fiaures in to 8th with max of 100+ on 2 Mar. Several scattered 
records of 1-2 birds between m1d-Aor and mainly at Suskett where possibly 
bred. Numbers Increased after mid-Aug reaching gh aouble figures in Oct. Max coun-7 
was of 500+ in Gozo on 13 Nov. 

BRAMBI. I NG Fringilla montifringilla Sponsun Sel vagg 
1977 : I male at Sl lema on 29 Oct and I at Mell iefia on 1 Nov. 

SERIN 
1977 

1978 : 

Serinus serinus AppareLL 
Low double figures (max 30) till 20 Jan, heavy passage in late Jan with high double 
to low treble figures recorded mainly from Rabat/Suskett area. Numbers reduced again 
to Lo•N double figures in Feb and singLe figures ln Mar. 1Jp to 5 recorded on various 

and singles on 5 days in ~ay. Family party (adults+ at least two juvs) 
ln Jun-Aug. Si in a few other Local itles during summer bul· up to 5 

o1 Girgenti in Aug. 1-3 in but first true autumn migrants orobably on 7 Oct when 
4 at Marsa. Very poor autumn migration: single to very Low double figures only re­
cordedt max 25+ at Pleta on 17 Dec. 
Low double figures from Jan to mid-Mar but with max of 75+ on 7 Jan. Single figures 
till 4 2-3 at Lunzjata throughout A.u9, then low single figures on 10 days from 
II Nov to 'lee. 

GREENF II~CH Carduelis chloris Verdun 
1977 : Frequent in Jan with up to 30 at Rabat and at Victoria on 2nd and 20th respectively. 

Then on 4 days in Feb to 21st, 1-5 on 8 days from 5 Mar to 12 Apr and singles on I 
May, 4 Jun, 16th, 29th and 31 Jul on 6 days in Aug (but 3 on 28thl, and on 6 days 
in Sep. In autumn single figures 2 Oct with small passages on 22nd (max 40+ at 
Melllefla) and 25 Oct (max 25+ at Anchor Bay), then again in Low single figures on 
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1978 
scattered days till year end. 
Low double figures frequent in Jan-Apr to 14th with passages in Gozo on 2nd ana 31 
Mar when 40+ and 150+ respectively seen. 1 on 14 Sep, then single figures again fre-
quent from 6 Oct to 4 Nov. 

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
1977 : Frequent in Jan to 26th. Low double figures recorded on various days and a small 

passage on lOth. Highest was 20• at Rabat on 14th. Then 6 on 20 Feb, 3 on 12 2 
on 5 Apr and I on 7 May. In autumn 1-2 on 4 days from 6th to 27 Oct. No records n 
Nov but some present in Dec with a good passage recorded at Sannat on 8th and in 
single figures on 5 days, highest 10 at ~ebel tiantar on 20th. 

1978 1-3 on 6 days from I Jan to 7 Feb, then singles on 5 Mar, on 5 days In Apr to 26th, 
on 3 Jun and on 17th, 21st and 25 Aug. Passage on 8 Nov when !50+ seen, then only 2 
on lith and I on 12 Nov. 

Carduelis spinus Ekru SISKIN 
1977 : Singles at Rabat on 4 May and at Wied ll-Luq on 17 Jul. Autumn passage very poor 

on 6 days from 19 Oct to 2 Nov; single figures but 10+ at Mell lena on last date. 
I on 4 Dec. 

1978 1-2 on 5 days from 28 Jan to 5 Feb and singles on 7th and 22 Oct. 

L l'iNET 
1977 : 

Carduelis cannabina Gojjin 
Double fi in many areas during Jan, treble figures recorded at roosts { to 
1000+ at ictoria during week following 20th). Heavy passage recorded on Num-
bers remained high in Feb wit~ treble figures on 6 days (mainly at roosts). Single 
to low double figures during Mar but 80+ from 2 localities on 18th. Single to very 
low double figures in Apr and 1-2 on 3 days in :~ay to 15th. Singles at Rabat on 10 
Jun and at Pieta on 3 Jul and up to 5 at Ghajn Barrani in Aug-·early Sep. At least 
2 juvs were seen there on 17 Aug. Singles on 16 Sep, 2nd and 14 Oct, then almost 
daily in double to low treble figures fr"om 16th to 23 Oct after which numbers re-

1978 : 
duced and only treble figures at roosts. 
Treble figures (max 250) on a number of in Jan-·1Jlar, then Low single figures 
till 4 May. Scattered records of up to 10 probably breeders) in Jun-Sep. Double 
figures on most days from 6 Oct onwards but 500+ in Gozo on 13 Nov. 

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra Krucjat 
1978 : I at Buskett on 22-23 Jul. 
TRUMPETER FINCH Bucanetes githaginea 
1977 : I at Ta' Cenc on II Jun and 30• 

SCARLET GROSBEAK carpodacus erythrinus 
1977 : 1 at Ramla Valley on 9 Oct. 

Trumbett ier 
at KerCem/Xlendi area at the end of 

Bumunqar 

HAWFINCH Coccot:.hraustes coccothraus-tes Ta±-Z:ebbug 

Jun. 

1977 : Singles at Pleta on 3 Mar and at Lunzjata on 12 Apr,then 1-2 at Xagnra from 24th to 
29 Oct. 

1978 I on 7 Jan; I on 20th and 2 on 21 Oct; and on 3 Nov. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortulana Ortolan 
!977 : Singles on 22 1-'iar and on 5 Apr, then small influx in Gozo on 23-24 Apr. I at Gnadira 

on 9 Sep and some present at the end of Sep. 

RUSTIC BUNTING Emberiza rustica Durrajsa Oastnija 
1977 : I trapped and ringed at Lunzjata on 21 Oct. 
1978 : I trapped at Marnisi in Oct and I at Oelimara on 30 Nov. 

LITTLE BUNTING Emberiza pusilla Durrajsa Oerqnfja 
1977 : Singles near DeLimara on 6th and 16 Oct. 
1978 : Singles at Gnadira on 2nd and at Marnisi on 23rd and 25 Oct. 

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING Emberiza aureola Ortolan tal-Lvant 
1978 : I imm. trapped and ringed at Rabat on 30 Sep. 

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Qasab 
1977 Singles on 5 days at Lunzjata from 23 Oct to II Nov. 1-2 at Gfiadira on 12-13 Nov and 

singles at Mizieb on 19 Nov and at Marsaxlokk on 3 Dec. 
i978 9 sightings of 1-5 birds from 22 Oct to I Dec. Most records fromGFiadiraand Lunzjata. 

CORN 
1977 

1978 

BUNTING Miliaria calandra Durrajsa 
Breeding in usual numbers. Nests with eggs already found in late Mar. Large flocks 
in summer, highest 200• at Gnajn Rinana on 22 Jul. Few birds in October recorded in 
areas where they are not usually present indicate a small passage. 
Bred as usual. In flocks of up to 90 in Jun-Sep. 
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R~D~BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio KaCCamendula Hamra 
1977 1-2 on 16 days from 31 Aug to 9 Oct. 
1978 : Singles on 7 days in Sep from 2nd, on 13th, 21st (2) and 25 Oct, and on 26 Nov. 

LESSER GREY SHR!KE Lanius minor 
1977 : ! at GF,adira on 23 Apr. 

KaCCamenduLa. GriZa 

GRE.A.T GREY SHRIKE Lanius excubitor 
1978 : 1 at Marsaxlokk on 24 Apr. 

KatCamenduLa GriZa Prima 

ltiOODCHAT SHR! KE Lanius senator KaCC:amendu La 
1977 : ingles on 28th and 31 Mar. Frequent from 7 Apr to 7 Jun, always in Low single fi­

gures buT 6• at Pieta on 28th and 6 at Sta Lutia on 29 Apr. I male at Wardija on 10 
Jul. In autumn 1-2 on 10 days from 16 Aug to 23 Sep, most from late Aug toearlySep. 

1978 On several days from 26 Mar to 1 Low s1 figures excepi· for 13 on 23 Apr. 
on lOth and 26 May. In Jun, at ja on 3rd and I at Gfiadira on 26th and 

in autumn 1-2 on 13 days from 15 Aug to 14 Sep. 

STARLING Sturnus vulgaris Sturnel l 
1977 : Low double figures in Jan-Feb, numbers reducing greatly after mid-Feb. On 5 days in 

~~ar to 25th and singles at Mars a on 8-9 A.pr. In autumn 19 on 26th and 3 on 28 Sep, 
then dally from 1 net. Treble figures reached on 14 Oct. Largest flocks wereof 1500+ 
over Paola on 31 Oct and over Marsa on 6 \Jov. Numbers reduced from m!d-Nov but treb­
le fiqures remained in some areas till year end. 

1978 Double figures and 'JP to 800 in some areas in Jan-Feb, numbers greatly reducing in 
early Mar. Last seen on 27th. Singles on 21 Apr and 22 May. Larger numbers on autumn 
passage from 2 Oct when frequently up to 2000. Max was 315C on 7 Nov. 

PC>SE -COLOURED STARLING Sturn us roseus Sturnell Roza 
!978 : I was shot on 28 Aug. 

S~~r'J ISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis G!iamm i el taL -Bejt 
1977 : Abundant everywhere. A nest containing 3 young was recorded at Victoria in mid-Nov. 
1978 : Abundant breeding resident. 

TC\E;: SPARR0\•1 Passer montanus GFlamm tel tas-S l (Jar 
1977 SmaLL numbers breeding in severaL areas. 1\utumn passage mainly in October with doub­

Le figures {~ax 50) recorded from some localities on 22-23 Oct. 
1918 Sin~Le figures present ln various localities throughout the year. Bred as usual but 

no evidence of cutumn passage. 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs Sponsun 
1977: to Low double fi (max 50) in several localities in Jan-Mar. Jn smaller 

in Apr and very in May. 1-3 in Jun-Sep, mainly at Buskett where 3 females! 
Jveni les seen together on 2 JuL indicate breed!ng. In autumn low to medium double 
igures from 14 Oct. to 10 wintering in several localities tiLL year end. 

1978 : Low double fiaures in to 8th with max of 100+ on 2 Mar. Several scattered 
records of 1-2 birds between m1d-Aor and mainly at Suskett where possibly 
bred. Numbers Increased after mid-Aug reaching gh aouble figures in Oct. Max coun-7 
was of 500+ in Gozo on 13 Nov. 

BRAMBI. I NG Fringilla montifringilla Sponsun Sel vagg 
1977 : I male at Sl lema on 29 Oct and I at Mell iefia on 1 Nov. 

SERIN 
1977 

1978 : 

Serinus serinus AppareLL 
Low double figures (max 30) till 20 Jan, heavy passage in late Jan with high double 
to low treble figures recorded mainly from Rabat/Suskett area. Numbers reduced again 
to Lo•N double figures in Feb and singLe figures ln Mar. 1Jp to 5 recorded on various 

and singles on 5 days in ~ay. Family party (adults+ at least two juvs) 
ln Jun-Aug. Si in a few other Local itles during summer bul· up to 5 

o1 Girgenti in Aug. 1-3 in but first true autumn migrants orobably on 7 Oct when 
4 at Marsa. Very poor autumn migration: single to very Low double figures only re­
cordedt max 25+ at Pleta on 17 Dec. 
Low double figures from Jan to mid-Mar but with max of 75+ on 7 Jan. Single figures 
till 4 2-3 at Lunzjata throughout A.u9, then low single figures on 10 days from 
II Nov to 'lee. 

GREENF II~CH Carduelis chloris Verdun 
1977 : Frequent in Jan with up to 30 at Rabat and at Victoria on 2nd and 20th respectively. 

Then on 4 days in Feb to 21st, 1-5 on 8 days from 5 Mar to 12 Apr and singles on I 
May, 4 Jun, 16th, 29th and 31 Jul on 6 days in Aug (but 3 on 28thl, and on 6 days 
in Sep. In autumn single figures 2 Oct with small passages on 22nd (max 40+ at 
Melllefla) and 25 Oct (max 25+ at Anchor Bay), then again in Low single figures on 
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1978 
scattered days till year end. 
Low double figures frequent in Jan-Apr to 14th with passages in Gozo on 2nd ana 31 
Mar when 40+ and 150+ respectively seen. 1 on 14 Sep, then single figures again fre-
quent from 6 Oct to 4 Nov. 

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
1977 : Frequent in Jan to 26th. Low double figures recorded on various days and a small 

passage on lOth. Highest was 20• at Rabat on 14th. Then 6 on 20 Feb, 3 on 12 2 
on 5 Apr and I on 7 May. In autumn 1-2 on 4 days from 6th to 27 Oct. No records n 
Nov but some present in Dec with a good passage recorded at Sannat on 8th and in 
single figures on 5 days, highest 10 at ~ebel tiantar on 20th. 

1978 1-3 on 6 days from I Jan to 7 Feb, then singles on 5 Mar, on 5 days In Apr to 26th, 
on 3 Jun and on 17th, 21st and 25 Aug. Passage on 8 Nov when !50+ seen, then only 2 
on lith and I on 12 Nov. 

Carduelis spinus Ekru SISKIN 
1977 : Singles at Rabat on 4 May and at Wied ll-Luq on 17 Jul. Autumn passage very poor 

on 6 days from 19 Oct to 2 Nov; single figures but 10+ at Mell lena on last date. 
I on 4 Dec. 

1978 1-2 on 5 days from 28 Jan to 5 Feb and singles on 7th and 22 Oct. 

L l'iNET 
1977 : 

Carduelis cannabina Gojjin 
Double fi in many areas during Jan, treble figures recorded at roosts { to 
1000+ at ictoria during week following 20th). Heavy passage recorded on Num-
bers remained high in Feb wit~ treble figures on 6 days (mainly at roosts). Single 
to low double figures during Mar but 80+ from 2 localities on 18th. Single to very 
low double figures in Apr and 1-2 on 3 days in :~ay to 15th. Singles at Rabat on 10 
Jun and at Pieta on 3 Jul and up to 5 at Ghajn Barrani in Aug-·early Sep. At least 
2 juvs were seen there on 17 Aug. Singles on 16 Sep, 2nd and 14 Oct, then almost 
daily in double to low treble figures fr"om 16th to 23 Oct after which numbers re-

1978 : 
duced and only treble figures at roosts. 
Treble figures (max 250) on a number of in Jan-·1Jlar, then Low single figures 
till 4 May. Scattered records of up to 10 probably breeders) in Jun-Sep. Double 
figures on most days from 6 Oct onwards but 500+ in Gozo on 13 Nov. 

CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra Krucjat 
1978 : I at Buskett on 22-23 Jul. 
TRUMPETER FINCH Bucanetes githaginea 
1977 : I at Ta' Cenc on II Jun and 30• 

SCARLET GROSBEAK carpodacus erythrinus 
1977 : 1 at Ramla Valley on 9 Oct. 

Trumbett ier 
at KerCem/Xlendi area at the end of 

Bumunqar 

HAWFINCH Coccot:.hraustes coccothraus-tes Ta±-Z:ebbug 

Jun. 

1977 : Singles at Pleta on 3 Mar and at Lunzjata on 12 Apr,then 1-2 at Xagnra from 24th to 
29 Oct. 

1978 I on 7 Jan; I on 20th and 2 on 21 Oct; and on 3 Nov. 

ORTOLAN BUNTING Emberiza hortulana Ortolan 
!977 : Singles on 22 1-'iar and on 5 Apr, then small influx in Gozo on 23-24 Apr. I at Gnadira 

on 9 Sep and some present at the end of Sep. 

RUSTIC BUNTING Emberiza rustica Durrajsa Oastnija 
1977 : I trapped and ringed at Lunzjata on 21 Oct. 
1978 : I trapped at Marnisi in Oct and I at Oelimara on 30 Nov. 

LITTLE BUNTING Emberiza pusilla Durrajsa Oerqnfja 
1977 : Singles near DeLimara on 6th and 16 Oct. 
1978 : Singles at Gnadira on 2nd and at Marnisi on 23rd and 25 Oct. 

YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING Emberiza aureola Ortolan tal-Lvant 
1978 : I imm. trapped and ringed at Rabat on 30 Sep. 

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Qasab 
1977 Singles on 5 days at Lunzjata from 23 Oct to II Nov. 1-2 at Gfiadira on 12-13 Nov and 

singles at Mizieb on 19 Nov and at Marsaxlokk on 3 Dec. 
i978 9 sightings of 1-5 birds from 22 Oct to I Dec. Most records fromGFiadiraand Lunzjata. 

CORN 
1977 

1978 

BUNTING Miliaria calandra Durrajsa 
Breeding in usual numbers. Nests with eggs already found in late Mar. Large flocks 
in summer, highest 200• at Gnajn Rinana on 22 Jul. Few birds in October recorded in 
areas where they are not usually present indicate a small passage. 
Bred as usual. In flocks of up to 90 in Jun-Sep. 
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