
Short Notes 

ADDITIOf1AL RECORDS OF HIPPOBOSCIDAE (INSECTA DIPTERA) FRot~ THE t~ALTESE ISLANDS. 

To date, four species of Hippoboscid flies have been recorded from the 
Maltese Islands (5chembri,S.P. 1978- Diptera Hippboscldae parasitislna birds 
from the Maltese islands - Il-Merill 19:5-61. This pacer reports on a ~ew species 
Ornithophila metallica Schiner, taken during recent ringing activities by the 
Ornithological Society and gives additional host data for two other species. 

Ornithophila metallica Schiner 
1 female GOZO : Lunzjata Valley 29.12.78 
From White Wagtail Motacilla alba 

Icosta (Ornithoponus) minor (Bigot) 
(a) 1 female MALTA : Ghadira 19.04.78 

(Leg. J.Sultana/J.Grechl. 

From Pled Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca (Leg. J.Sultana/C.Gaucl J. 
(b) 1 female MALTA : Xemxlja 28.09. 78 

From Robin Eritachus rubecula (Leg. J.Sultanal. 
A total of four flies were removed from the host. 

(c) 1 female GOZO : Lunzjata Valley 02.11.78 
From Robin Erithacus rubecula <Leg. J.Sultana/J.Grechl 
A total of three flies were removed from the host. 

Ornithomya biloba Dufour 
1 female MALTA : Rabat 08.10.78 
From Swallow Hirundo rustica (Leg. M.V.Gauci ). 

I am indebted to Mr. A.M. Hutson of the British Museum <Natural History) for 
determining the insects and to Messrs. J. Sultana, C.Gauci, M.V.Gauci and J.Grech 
for collecting the specimens and suppLying the relevant 

Stephen P. Schembri 

Hippoboscid flies from the Hal tese Islands. Left : Orni thomva bilof~ Dufour. 
Hight : Ornithophila metallica Schiner. Both females in dorsal view. 

Scale represents 2mm. 
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A REVIEW OF THE ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD'S RECORDS. 

The aim of this short note is to review the records of the Rough-Legged 
Buzzard Buteo lagopus in Malta in the light of new information. Hereunder we are 
Listing the records chronologically as recorded by various authors adding, where 
necessary, our comments. 

(a) One in i843 (Gulla 1858-63). 
'(b) One taken at Zurrieq in 1859 (Gulla 1858-63). 
(c) One taken at 8irzebbuga on 21st September 1916 (Despott 1916). 

Despott <1917) reported this bird as being taken in summer 1'115. 
Before the auction sale of the late T. Conti's collection we were 

fortunate to examine some of the meticulous notes written bv T. Conti himself 
regarding some of the specimens in his collection. One such note stated that the 
Buteo lagopus reported by Despott as taken at Birzebbuga on 21st September 1916 
was in fact a Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus and was to be Found in his collec
t ion. 

(d) One taken at Bahar ic-Caghaq on 29th September 1966 (De Lucca 1967). 
This specimen in fact is also another Hieraaetus pennatus (Sultana 

et al.1975l. 
(e) One taken at Buskett on 3rd October 1956 <De Lucca & De Lucca 1959). 

This specimen, which is correctly identified as Buteo lagopus, is 
held at the National Museum of Natural History. Later this record was Listed as 
occurring on 8th April 1956 (Vella-Gaffiero 1975). To add to the confusion 
Bannerman & Vella-Gafflero (1976) stated "there has been a single definite occur
rence In Malta during autumn, one male shot on 8th April 1956". 

\~e have lately visited the Natural History Museum where Mr. J. 
Vella Gaffiero kindly showed us the documented record list of the collection, in
cluding the specimen of Buteo lagopus in question, which was donated by C. De 
Lucca to the Museum. The typwritten date against Buteo lagopus is 8th April 1956. 
if one examines the paper in the Rivista Italiana di Ornitologia by De Lucca & 
De Lucca (1959) where the record of the Buteo lagopus in question was first pub
lished, one notes that there is the same sentence for both Buteo buteo buteo and 
Buteo lagopus lagopus respectively, i . e. "Un g i ovane masch i o fu ucc i so vic i no a l 
Bosketto i l 3 Ottobre 1956". Though one can never be certain, it appears probable 
that this could have been an overlooked misprint. On the other hand one can also 
argue that there could have been a typwritten mistake in the List which includes 
the April date. Furthermore it is also more likely for a Buteo lagopustoappear 
in autumn than in sprlnq. 

In view of the above, it is recommended that the records of the Buteo 
lagopus should read : one in 1843, one at Zurrieq in 1859 and one at Buske+t in 
1956, though Gulla's records may also be considered doubtful. 

References 

BANNERMAN,D.A. & VELLA-GAFFIERO,J.A. 1976. Birds of the Maltese Archipelago. 
Museums Dept. Valletta. 

DE LUCCA,C. 1967. Appunti sull'ornitoloqia delle isole Maltesl. Riv.Ital. Orn. 
(3712: 1-6. 

DE LUCCA,C. & DE LUCCA,V. 1959. Note sull'ornitologia delle lsole Maltesi. Riv. 
!tal. Orn. (29)2:61-67. 

DESPOTT,G. 1916. Ornithological Notes for the Maltese Islands (July to Dec. 
1916). Arch.Mel. (2)21-24:251-256. 

DESPOTT,G. 1917. Notes on the Ornithology of Malta. Ibis ( 10)5:281-349,466-526. 
GIJLIA,GAV. 1858-63. Repertorio di Storia rjaturale. Anglo-~~altese, Malta. 
SlJLTANA,J., GAUCI,C., BEAMAN,M. 1975. A Guide to the Birds of Malta. Malta 

Orn i th. Soc. !vial ta. 
VELL.A-GAFFIERO,J./1. 1975. Some birds accidental to Malta at the National Museum 

of Natural History, Mdina. Natural Heritage 1:1-19. 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 

23 


