
A liST OF NOTEWOPTHY SPECIHEI~S ACQUIRED BY THE HA TIONAL MUSEUH OF NATURAL HISTORY 
FR0~1 THE COLLECTION OF ~,1R. THEMISTOCLES CONTI. 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruqinea : Female from Ramla Bay, Gozo on 28/12/1932. 
Gadwall Anas strepera : Male from Marsaxlokk on 28/11/1942. 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula : Female from Salina on 28/11/1928. 
Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax : Male and female from Delimara on 16/11/1961. 
Knot Calidris canutus : Male from Marsaxlokk on 25/5/1943. 
Bar-tal led Godwit Limosa lapponica:Female from Salina on i9/9/1961. 
Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius : One from Marsaxlokk on 25/12/1969. (This 

has al been reported by Sultana, Gauci, Beaman in 'A GLide to the Birds 
of Malta' 975). 

Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus : One from the S.E.Coast of Malta on 
16/11/1937. 

Lon a-t a i led Sku a Stercorar ius longicaudus : I mma tu re from off F i l f l a on 
.. 25/10/1967. 

Audouin's Gull Larus audouinii : Male from Marsaxlokk on 14/2/1954. 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo : Male from Marsaxlokk on 13/7/1967. 
Little Tern Sterna albifrons : Male from Marsaxlokk on 22/5/1951. 
Stock Dove Columba oenas : Female from Valletta Market on 8/11/1931. 
Little Swift Apus affinis : One from irzebbuga on 4/4/1971. 
Savi 's Warbler Locustella luscinioides : One from Hal Far on 20/9/1937. 
Ruope~ 's Warbler Sylvia rueppelli : An immature male from Hal Far on 15/9/1915 

and an adult male from Birzebbuaa on 15/3/1965. 
Desert Warbler Sylvia nana :One from.Dingli on 16/3/1931 (ssp. deserti). 
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio : Male from ~arsaxlokk on 16/6/1961 and single 

females from Kalafrana on 23/6/1933 and 21/10/1937. 
Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor : One from Gozo on 1/3/1956 and a female from 

Marsaxlokk on 15/2/1968. 
Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor : Male from Birzebbuga on 6/11/1935. 
~oodchat Shrike Lanius senator : Male and female belonging to the subspecies 

badius from Birzebbuga on 12th and 4th April 1975 respectively. 
Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus : Female from Hal Far on 9/7/1916, male 

from imriehel on 23/10/31 and male from Santa Venera on 23/5/1946. 

Joseph A. Vella-Gaffiero 
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HOUSE MARTINS ON ~1IGRA TION SHELTERWC FROM THE RAH1. 

While birdwatching at Xlendi Bay in Gozo on 1st April 1979 we witnessed an 
unusual behaviour. It was a cold day, the sky was heavily overcast and it was 
drizzling all the time. Then, under the cornice on the top floor of a two­
storey house still under construction, we saw a flock of about 120 House Martins 
Delichon urbica clinging with their feet to the vertical wall, huddled together 
and sheltering from the rain. The bircs were clinging to the western and southern 
sides of the building. 

As far as is known, there has been no recor·d of such behaviour in Malta 
where the House Martin is only a migrant. 

John Azzopardi & Guido Bonett 
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UNPUBLISHED RECORDS OF RARITIES FROM THE LATE T. CONTI'S COLLECTION. 

Mute Swan Cygnus olor : female on 18th January 1941, Marsascala Bay. 

Red Kite Milvus milvus : one on 7th April 1943, Marsaxlokk. 

Puffin Fratercula arctica : one on 6th January 1924, Delimara. 

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris : one on 16th April 1956, limits of Zurrieq. 

Moussier's Redstart Phoenicurus moussieri : male on 3rd December 1933, Limits of 
Kalafrana. 

Great Tit Parus major: one in April 1919 (locality not recorded). 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 

WARDLAW RAMSAY'S RECORDS OF S. CANTILLANS FROf1 ~1ALTA. 

Wardlaw Ramsay ( 19231 stated that both the nominate cantillans as well as 
the race albistriata of the Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans occur in Malta 
and mentioned that two specimens of albistriata were obtained "4/9/14" and two 
others belonging to the nominate race were obtained on "9/9/14". In all past 
Literature previous +o 1975 there has been no mention of other records of 
albistriata except those of Ramsay. Sultana et al. ( 1975) included Ramsay's 
records and added ·rhat "a few others" trapped for ringing in bo·th spring and 
autumn since i965 belonged to the race albistriata. Bannerman and Vella-Gaffiero 
( 1976) who listed most ies trinomially stated that the Subalpine Warbler was 
purposely named binomial in +heir work, obviously doubti Ramsay's records and 
the above stai·ement. They wrote that both the eastern and 'Hestern subsoec ies 
"were said oy CoL. Nardlaw f\amsay in his Birds of Europe and ~,Jorth Afrlca,P.111 
to be represented in +he British Museum Collection, each by +wo specimens collec­
ted in the Maltese islands". in view of this statement D.A. Bannerman asked Mr. 
Derek Goodwin of the British Museum staff "to examine the four imens in the 
British national collecTion and report whether he agreed with law Ramsay's 
jetermination". i\fter receiving a reply From Mr. Goodwin, Bannerman and Vella­
CJafflero ( !976) concluded i·hat 11 lt appears that of the Maltese specimens in +he 
British Museum to which Col. Wardlaw draws our attention in his book, three were 
presented to the Museum by a Miss Wright !no indication of original collector and 
0robably purchased from a trapper In the island )''. Four dates of specimens are 
then given, different from those given by Ramsay ( i923l and mentioning no races. 

This confusion resulted from the erroneous assumption that the Four speci­
mens of S. cantillans mentioned by Ramsay (1923) were at the British .~useum6 
Contrary ro what Bannerman & Vella-Gaffiero (19761 stated, nowhere did Ramsay 
state this. It is a fac+, however that after inheriting the vast collection of 
birds Formed by his uncle Mthur, of Tweedale, Col. R.G. \~ardlaw 
generously presented it to the British Museum. But he did this on condition 
a set of duol icate specimens was to be sent to the Edinburgh Museum (see In 
f~emoriam by ~~.E.C. in Ramsay 1923). ~ 

Ramsay's book, which was not ready when he died, was published posthumously 
and in the preface by WM. Eagle Clark we find that Surgeon-Rear-Admiral Stenhouse 
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helped in completing the work and that he worked on specimens in the Royal Scot­
tish Museum. Dr. Stenhouse, who after his retirement, worked voluntarily for ten 
years at the Royal Scottish Museum, had a fine eye for the discrimination of 
racial forms !Ritchie 1931 l. 

In view of the above the present writers wrote to Mr. I.H.J Lyster, Curator 
of Birds at the Royal Scottish rviuseum, v1ho kindly informed us that the four 
specimens of Subalpine Warbler mentioned in Ramsay's book are hel.d at the Museum 
and they form part of 'H.W.Fielden & Harvey Brown Collection'. The labels bear 
the initials HWF and thus the specimens were probably taken by Fielden in Malta. 
Mr. Lyster also informed us that there is an error in the dates 14/9/14 and 
9/9/14) in Ramsay's book as the year of the Subalpine Warbler's records should 
be 1874 and not 1814 or 1914. This corresponds to the fact that H.W.Fielden was 
in Malta in 1874 and collected birds CWr·ight 1874). 

We are indebted to Mr. I.H.J. Lyster and to Surgeon-Rear-Admiral Stenhouse's 
son, Mr. Bruce Stenhouse, who have forwarded to us the relevant information. 
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ERRATA : ll-f~eri ll No. 18 ( 1977) p.26 : Unusual Nests of the Spectacled Warbler 
Sylvia conspicillata. "an introduced tree Agave americana" should read " a 
tree Rhamnus alaternus". 
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Report on Bird Ringing for 1977 and 1978 

This report covers the two-year period 1977-78 during which a total of 24,941 
birds was rlnged.This represents an increase of 5,256 birds on the two previous 
corresponding years (1975-76). This increase is mostly due to a greater effort 
and efficiency on the part of some of the ringers who spent more hours in the 
field. By the end of 1978 the grand total stood at 89,186 of131 species. 

The number of birds ringed in 1977 was 13,5+1 of 89 species, the highest for 
any one year since ringing started. In 1978 the total decreased by2,081, to 
11,430 birds of the same number of species. This decrease is reflected mainly in 
the totals of Chiffchaff and Sand Martin (2,689 and 1,112 in 1977 down to 893 and 
538 in 1978 respectivel0, though twice as many Storm Petrels and nearly twice as 
many Swallows were ringed in 1978 than in 1977. 

4 new species have been added to the ringing list during the two-year period: 
Olive-backed Pipit and Water Pipit in 1977 and Melodious Warbler and Yellovl­
breasted Buntinq in 1978. The Olive-backed Pipit was also the first record for 
Malta Csee ll-M~rill 19:11). Owing to the recent adoption of Voous' order, the 
Eastern Collared Flycatcher also figures as a new species in 1977's list. Amongst 
the rare visitors ringed one notes the Orphean Warbler, the Rustic Bunting and 
the Rufous Bush Chat. The increase in number of Cetti 'sand Fan-tailed Warblers 
ringed reflects the successful colonization by these new breeding species. On the 
other hand the dearth of waders ringed is attributable to lack of suitable catch­
ing areas and to human interference, mainly shooters, in places such as Ghadira 
and Salina, the only two localities where waders could otherwise be ringed in any 
numbers. 

The variation in numbers of spring and autumn migrants and winter visitors 
ringed from year to year is always expected due to their flactuations in abundan­
ce. This is also evident in the two-year period under observation, for hirundine~ 
Spotted, Pied and Co'tlared Flycatchers, Wood Vlarbler, Dunnock, Serin and especial­
ly in the Chiffchaff which was very common in 1977. However, the general pattern 
of birds rinqed is nearly the same as in previous years with the Robi~ and the 
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Fig.l :The number of birds ringed for each month during 1977-78. 
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