


Some of the most preposterous of these arguments refer to Gozitans' suffering in being forced
to cross over to Malta to bensefit from the cheap deals one only gets at this supermmarket chain.

People holding such views are not realising thatGazitane’ real suffering is caused by their
island's sustained urbanisation.

The urban conurbation surrounding Victoria has already merged into surrounding villages such
as Keréem, Murxar and Xewkija, blurring the distinctiveness of the latter villages.

Gozo is fast losing its frademark rural fabric, which is unravelling to make way for kitsch
development — such as supermarksets rubbing shoulders with farms, or scrapyards next to
touristic attractions.

If we take the generally undeveloped Gozitan landscape for granted by misguidedly aspiring for
the so-called ‘commodities’ to be found on Malta, we are simply condemning Gozo to becoming
an appendix fo Malta, complete with the grinding traffic jams and haphazard development.
People will look slsewhere for some peace and quiet.

There’s no end to the desecration of Bahrija

Bahrija has seen its fair share of desecration in recent years at the hands of unscrupulous
developers and speculators, and there is no respits in sight. In the run-up to Easter, Nature
Trust volunteers noticed the levelling of a big stretch of land at Il-Ponta tel-Qligha in Bafirija,
along the meandering route leading down to Ras ir-Raheb.

Malta Environment and Planning Authority enforcement officers were quick to swoop down on
the area, despite workers being observed on site even after sunset, since the permit for the
site (PA/O3380/05) for the consiruction of an agriculiural reservoir had expired, along with a
number of other infringements being investigated by the enforcement team.

Incidentally, the permit was issued in 2007 after two previous refusals. Hopefully, the issuing in
the first place of such pemmnits in Outside Development Zones is being hampered by the reform
of Mepa.

Opposition to EU tax on airline emissions

Airines contribute an estimated two per cent of the global human-induced carbon dioxide
emissions and the EU has long aimed to include aviation and maritime cerbon taxes in the EU
Emission Trading Schems.

The entry into force of the aviation tax on January 1, 2012, (EU Directive 2008/10/101/EC) has
been met with animosity by a dozen non-European states, notably the US, Russia, China and
India, with private US companies even opening civil suits against the EU for the move which
most states have deemed illegal in terms of intemational law.

India, too, has been very veciferous in its attack on the EU move, banning all Indian airine
companies from paying the tax and even from sharing carbon emission data with the EU. India
even went as far as to claim that the EU's unilateral imposition of the tax sounded the death
knell for any future climate change deal which could have been struck.

The EU counters such arguments by saying that airlines could easily have absorbed the tax
which could, as a result, not pose any burden on the airfines. The EU estimates that
compliance with the tax would have meant a €4 to €24 price rise for long-haul round trip
flights.

Although the directive came into force this year, no bills will be issued by the EU before 2013,
as fees for this year have been waivered — parhaps a sign of things to come?

A positive decision on Balluta Valley

Mepa recently stood its ground by refusing the requested descheduling of part of the upper
reaches of Balluta Valley from a Level 2 AEI to a Level 3 buffer zone, which would have seen
development along this part of the valley, which literally borders the valley floor.

This would have effectively meant that the velley would have been tumed into a passage of
water, with development hemming in the valley bed on both sides, repeating the fate of the
lower reaches of Wied I-Ghomor in Swieqi.

Well done.
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