


eyebrows as to the real motives behind such applications while raising concerns over further
pillage of groundwater resources.

The stables fad, so rampant in the previous months, shows no signs of abating - in fact, PA
01340/08, PA 00623/08 and PA 01740/08 refer to the proposed stable construction in Maghtab,
Qala {Gozo) and Marsa respectively.

Coastal access still elusive

Lino Bugeja from the Ramblers’ Association rightly stresses that access to the foreshore is a
birth-right for all Maltese citizens. Up to a couple of years ago, our political top brass were
falling over each other to shake hands with exponents of the Ramblers Association and to
sesmingly champion their case.

Many had pledged to ensure public access to many coastal areas. Such momentumn has,
howaver, petered out.

Fomm ir-Rih is somewhat detached from the political rallies at the Granaries or the Luxol
Grounds. lts expropriation by the Lands Depariment is still in the air after a full 30 years. As a
consequence, Villa Delfino, perched above the beach at Fomm ir-Rif, still bars public access to
the beach, since the only other altemative is a treacherous narrow path from Bafirija.

The site has been subject to two different enforcement noticas ever since 1996 (for the
construction of a cliff edge wall and for illegal additions to a surrounding military pillbox), which
have been in abeyanca ever since,

To further rub salt into the wound, PA 05953/06 proposing the erection of a wall to cordon off
part of the area was approved last year, despite recommendations to the contrary in the DPA
report, under the premise that the wall keeps people way from damaging habitats and fauna
and flora.

PA 08321/07 to ‘reinstate and marginally extend a security fence, planting of indegenous
trees/shrubs and reinstating rubble walls in the vicinity of existing dwelling, repairing damaged
intemal roads and footpaths, was dismissed by Mepa, which, however, stated that the
developer's architect can rectify sore points in the application, effectively leaving a ray of hope
for the applicant.

Auspicious election day

The slection of the new Labour leader could not have fallen on a more auspicious day - June
5, World Environment Day. Such an uncanny coincidence should be seen as bolstering the
party's green credentials and auguring for Joseph Muscat's repeat performanca of his pro-
environmental stance as an MEP, even locally. Dr Muscat's questioning the need for more golf
courses in Malts is beneficial for a greener political agenda.

Photovoltaic installation by HSBC

As part of the HSBC Global Environmental Efficiency Programme, HSBC Malia has
commissioned a pilot project with a photovolteic system at its new branch in Atftard to reduce
its carbon footprint.

The systemn is expecied to improve energy-efficiency by 20 to 30 per cent. The project has
bsen tailor-made in close collaboration with the University of Malta, which will be monitoring the
system's performance and derive important data according to different parameters, such as
weather conditions and panels direction.

The system is the largest of its kind in Malta to be connected to the national electricity grid. In
its first two months of operation, the panels generated 747 kWh of green electricity. It is
estimaled that the syatemn will generate an average of 4,200 kWh per annum, enough to power
the 24-hour Express Banking Lobby at the Attard branch, making this service carbon neutral,
and offsetting 3.7 tonnes of CO2 emissions per annum.
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