Aggressive behaviour of the Fan-tailed Warbler

The continuous territorial flights of the male Fan-tailed Warbler Cisticola
juncidis during the breeding season are one of this species’ characteristics, This
strange behaviour is only matched by its aggressiveness to intruders which the
authors often had the chance to witness during their investigations into the breed-
ing biology of this species. The male can be frequently seen not only chasing
away other males or first year birds which enter its territory but also other larger
species such as Passer hispaniolensis and Miliaria calandra which venture near
one-of its nests, as was frequently noted at Ghadira. It also indulges in diving
attacks on the intruders while calling incessantly. Its sharp scolding notes pitz,
pitz, pitz’, unlike the rasping ‘dzeep, dzeep, dzeep,” or ‘zip, zip,
zip’ which it utters during its song flight  are uttered without any pause between
each .call.

While going round checking nests at Wied Ghajn Rihana on 25 June 1977
a male Fan-tailed Warbler attracted attention by its scolding notes and behaviour
while flying low over a rubble wall on one side of the valley. Below the wall the
{female too was uttering scolding notes while settling on a heap of dead vine twigs.
It seemed as if it was attacking something. To our amazement a snake Coluber
viridiflavus, which was about 75 cm in length, was seen attempting to strike at
the bird. In turn the female was quickly retreating at each of the snake’s at-
tempts, however boldly persisting in mobbing and chasing the sunake.

On another occasion at Xemxija a male Fan-tailed Warbler was furious at
the presence of a mist-net to the extent that it even dive bombed into it from
high above. ' ’
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