Canary grass-seeds Phalariscanariensisseeds of oneof the sedges Carex—and an

Copulation in the Fan-Tailed Warbler

From o630 to oyoo hours on roth June, 1978 a female Fan-tailed Warbler
Cisticola juncidis was regularly observed close to a partly built nest at Wied il-
T.aig, Buskett. A male was singing intermittently on another part of its rather
large territory (ca. 2.43 hectares), where at least another two females {one feed-
ing newly fledged young) were present. At one time, the male came over to the
partly built nest we were watching and started ‘dive-bombing’ the female, which
was skulking in nearby vines, The male uttered its ‘zip . . zip . .’ song rapidly
as it dived to within a foot of the ground. It would then rise, circle round, and
repeat the process. After about twelve such dives, the female flew up to the top
of a 1 m high fennel stalk and started quivering her wings. The male instantly
alighted near her and the birds then copulated. Immediately after copulation,
which lasted about 2 seconds, the female seemed to topple over, but held on to
the twig and hung upside down. The male continued clinging to her wings and
dangled upside down as well. Both birds stayed motionless in this position for
about two minutes before their combined weight was finally too much for the
female, Thev then fell down, the male still clinging to the female.
From our position we could mnot see the birds on the ground, as they were
hidden by vines., After a minute we moved in order to try to locate them. They
only flew off when we were within 2 m of them, the male rising first.
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