Abnormal number of feathers

In the course of examining birds for moult or during the taking of biometrics
one occasionally meets with birds with abnormal feathering. A first vear male
Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala trapped for ringing at Lunzjata on zoth
October 1976 had 20 remiges on its right wing. The extra feather was between
the first tertial (i.e. the outermost tertial) and the sixth secondary and was ident-
ical to the latter in size and shape, The left wing had the normal 19 remiges. On
taking both wings’ formulae the wing point was found to vary. That of the right
wing was the fourth primary with the third being .5 mm less and the fifth 1.5 mm
less. The wing point of the left was the third primary with the fourth = fifth,
both being 1 mm less. (Primaries were counted from the outermost inwards :.e.
ascendantly).

An adult male Sardinian Warbler trapped at Ghajn Barrani on 1st Septem-
ber 1977 also had 20 remiges, this time on the left wing. The extra feather was
next and identical to the outermost tertial.

Another male Sardinian Warbler had 14 rectrices as against the usual 12.
It was trapped at Ghajn Barran;i for ringing on 17th August 1977 and retrapped
on 28th. Its tail graduation, which was ro mm., was however within the range
of this species.

An adult female Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans was also found to have
1.4 vectrices when it was being ringed at Lunzjata on 23rd August 1978.
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